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20 December 2010

The RT Hon Dr Vince Cable MP

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

1 Victoria Street

London

SW1H 0ET

The RT Hon Eric Pickles MP

Communities and Local Government

Eland House

Bressenden Place

London

SW1E 5DU

Dear Secretaries of State
Enterprise M3 - LEP Expression of Interest

Further to feedback on our previous expression of interest and on-going dialogue with CLG and BIS we are pleased to submit a further expression of interest for your consideration.  We believe that the revised proposal for Enterprise M3 meets all the requirements for a successful LEP.
In preparing this revised proposal for an Enterprise M3 LEP we have focused on the following:

· a greater critical mass, but with continuing evidence of a strong functional economic area
· inclusion of an upper-tier authority

· more business support

We have also taken account of the BIS Select Committee report.

This revised expression of interest expands the original Enterprise M3 proposal further into Hampshire, up to the Solent LEP boundary, including in principle support from Hampshire County Council (see attached letter).  
There has also been an expansion into Surrey with support from authorities in the west of Surrey, including Guildford, on-going discussions with Surrey County Council (see attached letter) and support from Surrey University.

Further to the businesses who signed up to our previous expression of interest we have gained the support of a number of additional companies from across the area, as well as support from a number of business organisations such as the Federation of Small Business and chambers of commerce.  Geoff French of Scott Wilson has been generating business interest in the proposed LEP and has been in direct conversation with BIS.

The local authorities in the area are currently working with business partners to develop dialogue with businesses from across the expanded LEP area and we propose to submit a further document in early January confirming the strong level of business support.

We would welcome early feedback on the bid and would be pleased to supply further information if requested.  Also we can arrange for representatives from Enterprise M3 to meet Government officials at short notice if required.

Please do not hesitate to contact Diane Hayward, Economic and Strategic Development Manager, on 01256 845384 or email diane.hayward@basingstoke.gov.uk or Tony Curtis, Basingstoke and Deane Chief Executive, on 01256 845788 or email tony.curtis@basingstoke.gov.uk or Andrew Lloyd, Rushmoor Chief Executive, on 01252 398397 or email andrew.lloyd@rushmoor.gov.uk 

Yours Sincerely
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Geoff French
   

Cllr Andrew Finney    


Paul Kinvig
Scott Wilson
            
Leader, Basingstoke and       


Hampshire  
Deane Borough Council                                 Economic

Partnership 
Signed by the above on behalf of the businesses and local authorities in support of the [image: image5.jpg]M3

enterprise



 expression interest.

