o As semi-public places, with pedestrian routes passing through, and
dwellings within the court overlooking the parked cars and pedestrian
routes. This approach demands extremely careful attention to design
and materials to avoid these areas appearing functional and car
dominated.

Parking courts designed as semi-public places.
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Undercroft and Basement Parking

5.9.9 Undercroft, basement or decked parking can also be an efficient means of
accommodating cars within high-density residential schemes. In mixed use
schemes, such parking can often be shared between business users and
residents.

5.9.10 It is important that such parking does not make street elevations ‘dead’ and
lifeless. Undercroft or decked parking can be located behind single aspect flats
to provide a more appropriate frontage.

5.9.11 It is also essential that entrances, and pedestrian gates into such parking
areas, are designed with adequate access controls to maintain security.

Undercroft parking is provided at this development, but the change in levels
and landscaping results in the parking having little impact upon the public
realm.

On-street parking areas
5.9.12 On-street parking can supplement off-street provision. In this way some of the
concerns about reduced overall parking provision can be addressed.

5.9.13 On-street parking has the advantage of providing a flexible level of car parking
which can vary with different parking requirements®. The more flexible the
use of car parking spaces, then the more efficient the use of land®®. However,
where it is to be provided in new development, on-street parking must be
designed at the outset to ensure it is effectively integrated into the design. It
should also be appropriate to the context of the site and its residents.

5.9.14 The Borough Council will consider on-street parking proposals on their merits.
Issues that will be taken into account include:

o Highway safety;

J The overall proportion of such parking; and

o The appropriateness of such proposals in creating attractive and
distinctive places.
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On-street parking can be integrated into the design of public spaces with low
traffic speeds

5.9.15 On-street parking has often provided for the ‘visitor’ element in residential
developments. It can be accommodated in public squares and spaces that are
enclosed and overlooked by built frontages. These spaces should be part of
the urban structure and can be designed to restrain vehicle speeds.
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Cycle parking

5.9.16 The quality and location of cycle parking should encourage this mode of travel.
Formal public spaces are ideal locations for shared and visitor cycle parking,
because they are accessible, overlooked and well-lit.

5.9.17 Borough Council guidelines require domestic garages to have minimum
dimensions of 6 x 3 metres, which is sufficient to accommodate a car and a
cycle.

5.9.18 Where there are no garages, cycle storage could be provided in back
gardens if there is a safe and secure means of rear access. Alternatively,
cycle provision could be built into the design of front elevations, along with bin
storage — provided this does not detract from the attractiveness of the building
or the street.

A cycle storage area that is an integral feature within a semi-private
car parking court

Services

5.9.19 Once a network of spaces and routes has been established, then the highway
network, utility services, soakaways, etc can be plumbed-in and threaded
through. Drainage systems, in particular Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems
(SUD’s), enable the drainage system to deal with any excess surface water
from a proposed development within the development itself and should be
planned in at the outset of the design stage.

5.9.20 Higher urban densities require that services and drainage be integrated at
the outset. This is because there will be less ‘left over’ space into which they
can be easily laid. The same spatial structure will have to accommodate not
only traffic, cyclists and pedestrians, but also underground services. The
installation of shared service trenches/ducts may minimise future disruption as
new services are introduced.
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5.10 Architectural Detailing

5.10.1 This guidance does not seek to impose a particular architectural style. Urban
design is concerned with achieving a structure based on the site context,
within which most architectural styles can be accommodated.

5.10.2 Where buildings enclose the public realm, architectural styles should
emphasise the human scale. This can be achieved through careful detailing,
particularly at ground floor levels.

“‘However well planned and structured, a disappointing scheme is likely to
result if it is not well executed at the level of detail’™"

5.10.3 It is important to take an integrated approach to the detailed design of
buildings and landscaping, in order to create distinctive places. The perimeter
block form of development allows detailing to be concentrated in the public
realm, where it will have most effect.

5.10.4 Buildings should generally take cues from the architectural traditions of the
locality — the design context. These cues will relate to building form and
materials, rather than style, such as:

Proportion and scale;

Materials and construction methods;
Shape of roofs;

Fenestration; and

The degree of consistency and variation.

5.10.5 The Countryside Design Summary, Conservation Area Appraisals, and Village
Design Statements provide guidance on the use of traditional materials and
locally distinctive details.
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5.10.6 The Countryside Design Summary provides Borough-wide guidance on
vernacular building materials for residential development. Some of the defining
characteristics of domestic north-east Hampshire domestic buildings include:

o Steeply pitched gabled or half-hipped roofs of at least 40°, with
predominantly plain tiles or slates, and small dormers, where provided;

o Restrained eaves (just enough to carry the gutter). Verges are
traditionally flush, not boxed, with the roof tiles ‘mucked in’ (tiles sealed
to the gable with mortar); and

° Elevations of orange/red multi- coloured stock bricks, some tile
hanging, render or timber weather boarding, shallow- arched heads to
windows; simple porches or hoods to entrance doors.

5.10.7 It is recognised that traditional materials and design ideas can be used in
modern ways. New materials and construction techniques can be used to
reflect traditional styles.

5.10.8 In detailing, it is important to consider the roles the buildings play within the
neighbourhood. Most buildings will be ‘everyday’ or background buildings, but
there will be some that perform a ‘townscape’ function, such as a landmark
or terminal building at the end of vistas. In these areas, a different design
approach is often required.
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5.10.9 Detailed building design issues that should be considered:

o Where concrete tiles are used, they should be ‘plain’. Large format
interlocking tiles produce heavy horizontal edges across roofs and are
not characteristic of the Hampshire region;

o Large format roof tiles used on porches, above bays, and other ground
floor elements look clumsy and out-of-scale. In these locations, plain
and ‘baby’ ridge tiles produce a more visually satisfactory solution that
is in scale with the building;

o Windows that are recessed cast a shadow, and emphasise the opening
in the elevation;
o In masonry buildings, excessively large windows can made the

structure appear weak and imbalanced. On the public fronts of
buildings, consider grouping two smaller windows, rather than a single
picture window, to provide natural light;

o Mark building entrances with a porch that is an integral part of the
building, not ‘stuck on’;

o Other than for collection, refuse and recycling wheelie-bins need a
space that stores them out of public sight and off the public highway;

o Locate meter cupboards on side elevations, or set into the ground.

Where they must be placed on the front elevation, integrate them with
a building element (porch or bin store), and use dark colours to reduce
the visual impact;

o Soil pipes and flues should be kept off elevations that are seen, or
‘climbable’, from the public realm;
. Garage doors that are recessed, not flush, and painted a dark colour,

reduce their visual impact within the street scene.

5.11 Landscaping

5.11.1 Buildings can create the structure of public space, but it is the quality of
surfacing, street furniture, lighting, security and the use of planting that can
transform it into a successful place.

5.11.2 The landscape framework for new development may require not only the
appropriate treatment of public open spaces, squares and streets. It may also
need structural planting on the periphery or within the site.
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5.11.3 Successful and attractive spaces, with appropriate soft landscaping, are
an essential foil within residential development. However, quality hard
landscaping for small public squares and spaces will also be an essential
component within many such schemes.

5.11.4 Landscape proposals in residential developments should consider:

o Layout design should aim to provide an optimum area of usable open
space. Odd-shaped and isolated landscaped spaces that are of little
amenity value, and difficult and expensive to maintain should be avoided.

o The suitability and durability of planting, such as the ultimate height and
form, should be considered in relation to adjacent buildings, roads and
footpaths.

o Tree species should be chosen and positioned in a way which will not
cause nuisance, such as shading, root disturbance, falling fruit, physical
damage from branches, etc.

o In structural planting areas, native species should predominate (consult the
Hampshire County Council leaflet ‘Conserving Landscape Character’ for
further details).

o A condition survey should be carried out for all trees on, or adjacent to, the
site. There is adopted supplementary planning guidance® on trees and
development, which must be consulted where new building is likely to affect
trees.

o Planting should not obstruct natural surveillance. Where ‘defensible’
planting is provided, it should not prejudice wider public safety by, for
instance, locating quick-growing, thorned species abutting public footpaths.

o Adoption agencies and statutory undertakers should avoid clutter in the
public realm. They should mount signs and lighting on buildings, and set
inspection boxes against building edges not free standing in the pavement.

o A limited palette of materials should be used to achieve a cohesive design
to public places. A balance should be struck between the technical and
aesthetic requirements of the various materials.

o Public spaces should be accessible to all. Therefore, pavement gradients,
crossings and potential obstructions should be considered. The Council has
adopted good practice guidance regarding ‘designing for accessibility’°.
This should be consulted for further details.

o Shelter, seating, lighting and planting should support the role of public
spaces, and be integrated with the overall character of the development.
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o Tree pits and amenity strips should be large enough to allow planting to
grow and survive;

o The design of footpaths should take into account existing and likely desire
lines, and should seek to minimise walking times for pedestrians.
o Street lighting should aid pedestrians and cyclists, not just vehicles. Placing

buildings closer to the road will allow the use of building-mounted lanterns
where the necessary wayleaves are granted. Adoption agencies should
recognise the need for lighting columns and lanterns to contribute to the
character of the place that is being created. They should not seek to apply
‘standardised’ equipment in every location.

o Where boundary treatments are visible from the public realm, they should
be of a high quality finish, and provide a clear definition between public
and private space. They should avoid projecting further forward of the main
building.
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5.12 Resource and Energy Efficiency

5.12.1 The structure of new development will have a significant impact on energy
efficiency, transport modes and environmental impact. Building orientation and
design can help achieve sustainable objectives, but this should not be at the
expense of good urban design. Consideration should be given to:

Maximising solar gain to living areas;

Minimising heat loss;

Using alternative energy sources such as photo voltaic panels;

Maximising the use of natural lighting and ventilation;

Reducing the amount of waste entering the environment during construction
and use;

Recycling grey water;

o Reducing the use of CFCs in the buildings;

o Sourcing locally produced renewable materials where possible; and
incorporating design measures that reduce crime.

5.12.2 Higher density housing will need to ensure that minimum acoustic insulation
standards between properties is achieved, if not exceeded, if the development
is to be successful in the long-term.
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5.13 Checklist for Applying Design Principles to the Site

o Do buildings enclose public areas and define public from private space?

o Do buildings ‘front’ public spaces, streets and roads, even where direct access
cannot be taken?

o Is the extent of rear garden boundaries abutting public areas minimised?

o Are public spaces subject to natural surveillance from adjacent buildings?

o Do buildings, particularly at street corners, help navigation?

o Is access to private / communal areas secure and controlled?

o Where provided, do ‘pavilion’ buildings contribute positively to the public
realm?

o Is there sufficient outdoor amenity space for residents’ use?

o Has privacy been achieved through design, not just physical separation?

o Does the parking provision reflect the character and accessibility of the site?

o Are parking areas designed to be safe, secure and attractive?

o Is there sufficient, secure and conveniently located cycle storage?

o Does the detailing of buildings contribute to the character of the area and
reflect their role in the neighbourhood?

o Does the building design reflect characteristics of north-east Hampshire
domestic architecture?

o Is open space useful and maintainable?

o Is the planting appropriate and sustainable?

o Is hard and soft landscaping part of an integrated scheme?

o Has a balance been struck between the technical and aesthetic characteristics
of the surfacing materials?

o Does the design and alignment of footpaths and cycle ways take into account
existing and potential desire lines?

o Has the opportunity been taken to minimise clutter within the public realm?
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6. Glossary

Backs — The private side of properties, usually behind buildings, such as rear
gardens or service yards.

Barrier block — Use of development to screen private areas from noise.

Carriage arches — A break in a continuous frontage, which is bridged by a building to
provide rear access for vehicles.

Continuous frontage — Buildings facing onto and overlooking public areas that are
joined to each other, or linked by short stretches of brick wall.

Cranked buildings — A slight change of direction in a continuous frontage.
Curtilage — The area of land associated with a dwelling. Often called the ‘plot’.

Deformed grid — A term used for a connected network of streets and spaces that is
not regular.

Design and Access Statement — Information used to support the planning
applications

Enclosure — The definition of a street or space through an appropriate relationship
between the width of the space and heights of buildings. Often expressed as a ratio.

Eaves — the lowest part, and any overhang, of a sloping roof.
Fenestration — The pattern and proportion of windows.
Fronts — The public face of buildings, often with the main entrances.

Frontage —the length of a building or site in contact with a road, street or public
space

Gable — the triangular part of a wall where it meets a pitched roof.

Landmark — A memorable building or structure, which helps people to orient
themselves within an area.

Legibility — A measure of how easy it is to ‘read’ an area and to find one’s way
around it.

Navigation — Finding your way around an area using landmarks to orientate yourself.
Perimeter block — A block of continuous frontage development that defines the

public realm and encloses private backs within it.
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Public realm — Outdoor public areas that are freely accessible, including streets,
open space, play areas, etc, and those contiguous private areas that can be seen,
but not accessed, such as front gardens.

Secondary enclosure — The definition of a street or space through the use of
elements other than buildings, such as trees, street furniture and landscaping.

Terminal building — A strategically placed building at the end of a vista to provide
enclosure and to limit forward visibility.

Tracking — The process by which buildings are arranged first to create spaces and
streets, and then the engineering needs of vehicles accommodated within them.

Verges — In buildings, where roof tiles meet a gable wall. In the highway, the edge of
a carriageway and/or footway.

Vision — A graphical or textual device to communicate the type of place that is to be
created.
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