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Equality Impact Assessment Summary Report

The purpose of the policy for the ‘Removal of unauthorised
encampments’ is to set out the framework for how the council manages

_ unauthorised encampments that occur within the borough.

The council does not tolerate unauthorised encampments on council

owned land. Any unauthorised encampment which occurs on council
tand will not be tolerated under the policy and the process of eviction

implemented.’

The policy sets out the process which will be used to evict
unauthorised encampments. The policy contains a number of
safeguards to ensure that humanitarian needs are taken into account
prior fo making the decision to evict unauthorised campers.

The majority of individuals who are responsibie for unauthorised
encampments are Gypsies and Travellers and as such the policy could
have a negative impact on this group.

Gypsies and Travellers follow a nomadic existence but this nomadic
existence does not give Gypsies or Travellers the right to camp without
permission on council land.

The impact that the policy will have on Gypsies and Travellers is not
intended as the council does not tolerate any unauthorised :
encampments, and evicts all unauthorised encampments, not just
those that are caused by Gypsies and Travellers.

The negative impact that the policy will have on Gypsies and Traveliers
is legal as those individuals who camp without permission are
conducting civil frespass and there are legal procedures that can be
used to manage civil frespass. The council always follows the eviction
procedure set out in the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994.

Communicating the processes set out in the policy will have a positive
impact on those communities which are affected by unauthorised
encampments by ensuring that members of the public have a clear
understanding of the process the council will use to evict unauthorised
encampments.

Communication around the culture of the travelling community may
also help to improve community cohesion between the travelling and’
settled community and help to manage public expectations.



