WILDLIFE GROUP

Inside This Issue
Animal Farm Day
Butterfly Aberration
Maiden Pink Update
Bumblebee Talk

Buy a Bat Detector?

Paths

The aims of our work are to
benefit all users of Old Down
and the wildlife. With so many

people and pets we would like to

encourage people to think about
these aspects when they are out
walking, especially when plants
and other life emerges. We have
asked the Council to mow a cou-
ple of the well used paths to de-

lineate them and encourage
their use.

Path parallel to the A30.

Path to north passing bund.
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Old Down Heads for

Hibernation

Autumn Tasks

As | write this, end of season work is under way. We have had 1

day of Cut and Clear and used the scythe mower for the first

time. Both pieces of equipment have more to do. Plants growing
in pots since last Autumn are ready to be planted. Seed is near-
ly ready to be sown on the down when preparation is complete.

Unfortunately seed we collect is not as abundant as we would

like. Some seed remains to be sown in trays, to be planted out

next year. Areas of overgrown hedge and scrub need to be cut

back. There is plenty to do for those who like fresh air and good

Enjoy the Views!

For some time there have been hints that extra seats on Old
Down to enjoy the views would be welcome. While strictly speak-
ing this is not our forte we do try and be helpful when we can.
Sadly, Kempshott Conservation Group had some large beech trees

taken down. One

ported back! The outcome was that with help from KCG, the
Council Street Care Team who delivered them on to the down and
a local volunteer, Stephen Lucas, who operates his own business
and swings a mean chainsaw, we now have 2 log seats so that

of
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people can enjoy the views from Old Down.

Downos

Stephen Lucas shaping the new log seats.
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Animal Farm Sunday Meadow Brown

An unpromising start to the day improved when the weather Abel’l’ation!

changed in the aft.ernoon. As | arrived about 08:45 | co.uld see We get very excited when we

both ends of a rainbow arcing over the down as the rain came think we have seen something
down. | just managed to new or different and so it was
catch a photo of one end when we were collecting seed
of the rainbow terminat- and came across a butterfly

ing in Gabriel Park with a colouration that we
9 ' thought we didndt r ec

Volunteers  were  fortu- The disappointment came when

nately able to erect the we realised it was a Meadow
gazebo provided by the Brown but something different
Borough during a break ;bOUtﬂit péompted an emfclir'] to
. r nservation wi
Rainbow touches down in Gabriel Park. in the we.ather and be- p#;t'cec) yattagh:c‘la. 6Iltt OtranS[tJireg
fore the rain became tor- that the colouring is not due to
rential. The farm animals tempted out the families and quite a few factors such as old age but ra-
people seemed to have ther a known occurrence of a

Meadow Brown that has an un-

come because they can
see how OIld Down is
changing and were inter-
ested in our work. We es-
timate we had some 100
people, a dozen registered
for the newsletter and
several indicated they
might be interested in be-
ing active. The group put
together quizzes, colour-
ing sheets and insect aer-

Kidsrome brought a calf, lamb, pony,
goat, rabbit, chickens and ducks.

oplanes to interest the chil- ~ i/ NV'®
dren. Meadow Brown with pale

pigmentation.

_ For adults we had displays
!about the history of the
down and photographs illus-

usually pale pigmentation. Ap-
parently to butterfly people this

_ is called an fiaberra
trating the changes over the are happy now because we
last 4 years. We had pam- have one!

phlets for people to take
away illustrating many of
our wildflowers and butter-
Animated conversations. flies, records of what flora
and fauna have been recorded and a map which created a lot of
interest illustrating the ar-
eas that butterflies fre-
quent. We also had photo-
graphs of a few of Eng-
l anddés remaini
meadows and we encour-

aged _ pegple to consider To unsubscribe please email
experiencing our work par- : : s paul_beevers@tiscali.co.uk

ties or different recording with  UNSUBSCRIBE in the sub-
groups to see if they might develop an interest. The information ject field.

these groups collect is vital for our Habitat Management Plans.

£01,.%
Meadow Brown with normal
pigmentation. (Vince Massimo)
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Maiden Pink Update

A couple of months ago we reported finding a plant called a Maiden
Pink that two extremely experienced botanists think is probably
wild. Since the plant was found and following a visit by Tony Mun-
dell, the North Hants Recorder for the Botanical Society of the Brit-
ish Isles (BSBI), some more information has come to light.

Maiden Pink on Old Down

Tony searched available records to discover that the last known
reported sighting of this pl a
APardowno but he did not know
know that Pardown is part of Oakley and not very far away. In fact
you can see from the map below that Pardown is only 5 fields away
from Old Down which is not terribly far. The plant report however
was made in 1914! It does though indicate that Maiden Pinks used
to be very local. Tony tells me that the last time Maiden Pinks were
observed in North Hampshire was in 1998 at Whitehill near Bordon
and also at Aldershot. The latter on disturbed soil like ours. Tony
has never been able to find the plant referred to in Aldershot. The
Old Down plant is now the only known plant of this species in North
Hampshire. We have collected some seed and sown it in the vicini-
ty of the existing plant as well as sown more in a pot.

East Oakley
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Proximity of Pardown to Old Down
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Bat Success

Common Pipistrelle
Bat evenings have been a real
success this Summer and the
one on September 9th produced
lots of bat signals once again.
As with most of our wildlife ac-
tivities we have found that  eve-
ry time we have a session, we
think of more questions.
As Chris and lan who organise
the Bat surveys commented, it
would be nice to get a better
nt i nideagaf pthe direcgion theybats g
preci d% FAPingy ffog tg discgyerme
where they roost and what
routes they are following to for-
age, or where they go when
they decide to go elsewhere.
Quite a few bats appear to
come from Gabriel Park as well
as our mature woodland. During
the Autumn and Winter Chris
and lan will be leading sessions
to investigate and map mature
Old Down trees to see if they
== are being used for roosts. This
will add to our knowledge for
managing the down. Attached
to this newsletter are record-
ings of Common Pipistrelle bats

Our footprint abroad is large:
80% of our timber and 30% of
our food are imported from
overseas. Some 66% of our to-
tal water use is imported in the
form of all the water used to
make the goods we buy.
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