
   

 

 Wildflowers  

   on  
    Old Down 
 



Â Old Down soils have a strong component of chalk with some clay. Chalk 
soils have low fertility and this is ideal for our wildflowers.  

Â There are around 150 species of plant on Old Down including wildflowers, 
herbs and grasses. This pack contains a cross section of wildflowers 
through the seasons most of which you should find fairly easily.  

Â Some plants, like Cowslip, are prolific. Some, like Common Vetch, may 
only be seen occasionally. Wildflowers mean more colourful butterflies, 
moths, bees and other insects and more birds and mammals too.   

Â Flowering months are approximate and flowering may occur either side. 
Flowers of a species may bloom randomly over 2 or even 3 months 
because nature staggers flowering to create better chances for seeding to 
be successful.  

 

Â Old Down can improve and be more rewarding if we care for it for all 
users. Please be mindful of areas that have wildflowers, especially 
between mid March and mid September. Grass management for 
wildflowers has made it easier to walk in some areas, and improved the 
site visually. Using the well trodden paths as much as possible gives 
wildflowers a better chance.  

Old Down Wildflower Notes  



Old Down Wildflowers  -  Spring  

Primrose - March 

Cowslip - April 

Ground Ivy - May 

Hoary Plantain - May 

Wood Spurge -May 

Yellow Rattle - May 

Ladyôs Smock 

April 

Meadow Saxifrage - May 

White Campion  - May 

Oxeye Daisies  - May 

Coltsfoot - March 

Salad Burnet   

May 

Birdsfoot Trefoil - May 
Germander Speedwell  

 April 

Common Vetch - May 



Old Down Wildflowers ï Early Summer  

Wild Mignonette - June 
Kidney Vetch  

June 

Wild Strawberry  

June 

Self Heal - June 

Fleabane - June 
Hedge Bedstraw  

June 

Rough Hawkbit - June  

Broomrape June 

Creeping Cinquefoil   

June 

Common Centaury 

June 

Meadow Buttercup   

June 

Bladder Campion 

June 

Clustered Bellflower 

June 
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Old Down Wildflowers ï Mid Summer  

Tufted Vetch - July 

Wild Basil  - July 

Ladies Bedstraw - July 

Meadow Vetchling   

July  

Toadflax  - July 

Field Scabious July 

Lesser Knapweed  - July 

Greater Knapweed - July 

Marjoram - July 

St Johnôs Wort  -July  

Harebell - July 

Agrimony - July 

Small Scabious 

July 



Old Down Wildflowers ï Late Summer  

  

Yarrow - August 

Teasel ï August 

Blue Fleabane  

September 

Red Bartsia - Sept 

Vipers Bugloss 

August 

Devilôs Bit Scabious 


