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How do I find out more?

For more information call the council on 

 
    01256 844844

 www.basingstoke.gov.uk/conservationappraisals
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Definitions
Principal elevation - the front elevation of a building, commonly the public 
elevation when seen from the street 
 
Historic - Important or potentially important in history. In this context the 
term ‘historic’ primarily relates buildings, their materials and/or architectural 
details, and other built features that are contemporary with the buildings or 
are of historic interest because of their age and/or quality or because they 
illustrate development of the area.

No planning fees are payable when you submit a planning application 
which is required as a result of an Article 4 Direction.



Basingstoke Town Conservation Area Appraisal 
The Basingstoke Town Conservation Area Appraisal identifies what it is 
about the character or appearance of the area that should be preserved or 
enhanced with the aim of protecting the special architectural and historic 
character and provides additional planning controls to protect the character 
of the conservation area as a result of small-scale changes.

The loss of historic features from minor changes such as the replacement of 
traditional windows and doors with different styles or materials and painting 
of brickwork, can cumulatively harm the special character of an area.

Planning controls in the area

Planning permission is required for:
• improvements and alterations to house fronts (including changing  
 windows, doors and roof coverings).

• erection, alteration or demolition of a boundary wall, gate, fence, 
 or other means of enclosure that fronts a highway.

• painting or rendering a principal elevation or a visually prominent  
 side elevation that has not previously been painted or rendered.

• any extension to the front of the house, including a porch.

Planning controls, in the form 
of Article 4 Directions, remove 
specific permitted development 
rights affecting the principal 
elevation of buildings in 
conservation areas.

”
“ 
These have already been used in 
other Conservation Areas within the 
Borough, including Fairfields, South 
View and Brookvale West.

They provide additional powers 
of planning control in a particular 
location by removing ‘permitted 
development’ rights over certain 
minor alterations and extensions, 
such as porches, replacement of 
windows and doors and painting of 
the exterior of a building. 

This means that planning permission 
is now required for minor 
developments that might otherwise 
not have and it enables the 
council to ensure that any 

developments adhere to the policies 
to protect the special character of a 
conservation area.

As a general guide, planning 
permission will not normally be given 
to replace traditional features with 
modern replicas or to use substitute 
materials such as aluminium or 
plastic windows or concrete roof 
tiles. 
 

Boundary walls
All boundary walls of historic interest 
should be retained; any new walls 
should match historic boundary walls 
in terms of height, form, materials 
and detail. 
 

Roofs 
The council will seek to retain all 
historic ridge tiles and finials. Where 
renewal of a roof covering is required 
these features should be retained and 
reused with any new tiles and finials 
match the existing. 
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The replacement of slates or tiles 
with artificial slates or concrete tiles 
will not normally be acceptable.

The introduction of rooflights 
or dormer windows to principal 
elevations or to elevations which face 
a highway will be resisted. 

Windows and doors 
The council will seek to retain all 
windows and doors to principal 
elevations that are of historic interest. 
Where modern windows

or doors of poor detail or 
inappropriate materials exist their 
replacement with a more appropriate 
alternative will be encouraged as a 
matter of course. 
 

Porches 
The erection of a porch to a principal 
elevation will not be permitted unless 
it can be clearly demonstrated that 
a porch as proposed was an integral 
part of 
the original design of the building. 

Exterior painting
The painting of a principal or visually 
prominent side elevation that has 
not previously been painted will 
be resisted and the introduction of 
pebble dash or textured finishes will 
not be supported. 
 

Chimneys
The demolition of an historic 
chimney will not be supported 
unless it has been satisfactorily 
demonstrated that the chimney 
is unsafe. Where demolition is 
necessary the reconstruction of the 
chimney to its historic height and 
detail will normally be required. 
 

Architectural detail
The council will seek to retain 
historic architectural features such 
as decorative barge boards, cast iron 
rain water goods, railings and gates, 
decorative tiles and glazing.

If you need to submit a planning 
application as a result of this direction 
you will not need to pay a fee.


