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3.3 Character area 2 –  South – Gaily Mill, 

Bear Hill, Winchester Road, including the 

Pound Green space and Hollowshot Lane. 

 Description  

This character area focuses on Gaily Mill, 

Winchester Road including The Pound, with 

Bear Hill and Hollowshot Lane leading off it. 

The Important Open Space (IOS) to the rear of 

45 and 49 Winchester Road is also included in 

this character area. 

 Topography 

This character area is relatively flat, comprising 
low lying land on either side of the Kingsclere 
stream.  

 
Figure 31. View east from Bear Hill. Hedge on the 

skyline marks the conservation area boundary and the 

route of the former footpath from what is now Feilden 

Court.    

The Important Open Space (IOS) to the east of 
Winchester Road gently rises up from the road 
(Figure 31). The area including and around 

Gaily Mill, south of the Gaily Brook, is the only 
part of the conservation area which lies within 
the North Wessex Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB).  

 Spaces 

The southern village entrance is semi-rural in 
character, with semi-open pastoral land on 
both sides of the road. Important Open Spaces 
(IOS) surround Gaily Mill 

To the south Gaily Mill is also a landmark 
building, Grade II listed, the mill house and 
associated 18th-century structures form a 
distinctive cluster of buildings visible from 
many viewpoints within the conservation area. 
Gaily Mill is surrounded by Important Open 
Space land and this forms a distinctive 
southern entrance to the village.    

There are Important Open Spaces (IOS) 
between the loose but coherent groups of 
mainly traditional domestic and mill buildings 
in this character area. 

The open fields to the west of Winchester Road 
offer important views of Gaily Mill from the 
public realm at the village entrance. 

On the east of Winchester Road, the Important 
Open Space to the rear of 45 and 49 
Winchester Road extends to the line of a 
former footpath running from Feilden Court to 
Hollowshot Lane. The open space here is a 

reminder of the historic framework of tracks, 
hedging and woodland in the village. 

The triangular grassy Pound on Winchester 
Road (designated as a Green Space in the Pre-
submission Kingsclere Neighbourhood Plan), 
lying just south of the historic built-up core of 
the village, the Pound was traditionally used for 
communal grazing (Figure 32)  

 

Figure 32. The Pound on Winchester Road is identified in 
the Pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan as a Green 
Space. 

 Urban grain/Built Layout  

This character area has a loose urban grain with 
sporadic clusters of semi-rural buildings in the 
main, set in extensive plots.  

 Enclosure 

A combination of hard and soft means of 

enclosure to the roadsides, with hedges and 

fencing along with the grass verges, makes a  
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positive contribution to the character of the 

conservation area.  

 Plots 

Interspersed with fields, plots are generally 

larger in this character area than those  within  

the historic core. 

 Gaps 

Part of the interest of the character area 
derives from  the clustered nature of 
development with significant gaps between 
buildings.  

These gaps are sufficient to allow space for 
mature trees between buildings and to enable 
views to the countryside beyond. 

 Uses 

This character area is located closest to the 

source of the Gaily Brook watercourse, which 

rises south of the village.  

A number of buildings relating to the provision 

of utilities and other non-residential uses both 

past and present contribute to the character of 

this area. 

The current Gaily Mill, (Grade II listed), dates 

from the 18th century (Figure 6): the tall 

chimney is still visible from Winchester Road 

and from the public right of way from Bear Hill. 

There has been a mill on the site since 

Domesday.  

In the mid-1860s the Kingsclere Gas and Coke 

Company was built with a manager’s house 

which still stands off Hollowshot Lane (No 3 

Winchester Road, a Building of Local Interest 

(BOLI) (Figure 33).  

The Water Works on Bear Hill (a BOLI ) was built 

on the Gaily Brook in the 1930s) (Figure 34).   

Howes Funeral Directors on Bear Hill retains a 
commercial function here. The original building 
on the site was erected in the 1890s.  

The presence of buildings and uses such as 
those described above and of low density 
dwellings give the area a mixed use character.  

Gas 

Figure 33. Manager’s house, last remaining building at 
the Gas Works, a BOLI, at 3 Winchester Road  

 
Figure 34. 1930s Water works, a BOLI, on Bear Hill  

 

 Building form 

The majority of buildings here are two storeys 
in height.  

The Gaily Mill buildings are taller and set back 
from the road, reflecting their function. The 
massive industrial chimney at Gaily Mill makes 
a striking landmark at the entrance to the 
village. 

Domestic chimneys here are smaller than those 
of the historic core, reflecting the 19th-century 
date of most residential development here. 

 Materials 

Red brick is the predominant building material 
here.  

Exceptions are the Gaily Mill weather boarded 
barn and Horsebrook, a 21st-century dwelling, 
which is rendered.  
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 Windows and doors 

Windows are predominantly timber sash and 
casements, fenestration patterns are regular. 

Doors are predominantly timber. 

 Roofs 

There is an attractive mix of red clay tile roofs 
and slate roofs in this character area. The water 
works has brown clay tiles and Howes Funeral 
Directors has a brown concrete pantile roof. 

 Trees and vegetation 

The trees and vegetation on Winchester Road 

(Figure 35) and Bear Hill postively contribute to 

the semi-rural character of this area, giving a 

sense of enclosure along these routes. 

 
Figure 35. Trees and hedging on entrance to the village 

on Winchester Road from Hollowshot Lane. 

Mature trees line the Kingsclere Stream, 

marking the route of the watercourse in views 

from Winchester Road and in closer views from 

the Gaily Mill footpath to Bear Hill.  

 Boundary treatments 

Hedging and trees make a positive contribution 

to the rural character of the area. 

Vehicle entrances are generally marked by low, 

wooden gates.  

The houses at Nos 4-6 Winchester Road have 
low wooden picket fences and metal railings.  

The variety of boundary fences and hedging 
creates a continuity of frontage and affords 
privacy.  

 Public right of way network 

The tranquil public right of way which 

historically linked Gaily Mill to the town is still 

in use and marks the conservation area 

boundary running from the junction of Bear Hill 

with Fox’s Lane, south to the mill.  

The conservation area boundary on the east 

side of Winchester Road marks the line of a 

disused public footpath running from Feilden 

Court to Hollowshot Lane. 

 Views and vistas 

The North Wessex Downs AONB landscape 
setting to the south of Kingsclere provides a 
very attractive rural backdrop to the built form.  

Within this character area, there are important 
views from Winchester Road to the Gaily Mill, 

with its landmark chimney, at the entrance to 
the conservation area.  

The view south, along the tree lined road into 
the countryside is also important, framing the 
conservation area entance. 

There is an important vista at the southern 
entrance to the conservation area. 

 Notable structures 

There are no omissions or additions in terms 

of notable structures in this character area. 

 Conservation area boundary changes 

No changes to the conservation area 

boundary are proposed immediate to this 

character area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


