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Figure 48. George and Horn Inn, Grade II listed, it has a 

C17th core. This is a Landmark Building.  

3.5 Character Area 4 – East – Basingstoke 

Road, Ashford Hill Road (B3051), Love Lane, 

Elm Grove, the Holding Field and the George 

and Horn Inn. 

 Description 

This character area focuses on the George and 

Horn Inn (Figure 48) and the Holding Field 

which stand between the Ashford Hill Road 

(B3051) and the Basingstoke Road.  

Also included within the conservation area 

boundary is Elm Grove, (Grade II listed) off the 

B3051, Ashford Hill Road originally a house, 

now converted into flats. The imposing Elm 

Grove boundary wall marks the extent of the 

conservation area boundary on Love Lane.  

This area developed in the 1850s when the 

Misses Holding, of Elm Grove gifted the William 

Holding Field to the parish. They also donated 

money for the National School on Love 

Lane, outside the conservation area. 

Figure 49. Elm Grove, Grade II listed, early C19th 

 Topography 

Land here rises to the north east, towards 
Ashford Hill and the London Clay Plain to the 
north.  

A brick kiln meadow is shown on the 1849 Tithe 

Map in this area, close to the town with access 

to the clay from the north. 

The George and Horn Inn (Grade II listed) dates 

from the 17th-century when the Crown Inn 

stood on this site. The Inn, a landmark building 

was built where the roads to Ashford Hill 

(leading to the Kennet Navigation) and 

Basingstoke meet.  

 Spaces 

This character area includes the large open 

areas of the Holding Field and Elm Grove 

gardens. These tranquil spaces, public and 

private, are surrounded by mature trees, which 

are protected by virtue of their location within 

the conservation area.  

The Holding Field is identified as a Green Space 

in the Kingsclere emerging Neighbourhood 

Plan.  Bounded by significant trees and 

hedging, it marks the entrance to the 

conservation area on the Basingstoke Road and 

Ashford Hill Road (B3051). 

 Urban Grain/Built Layout  

Until the late 20th Century, there were only two 
principal buildings in this character area, 
namely The George and Horn Inn and Elm 
Grove with its lodge and outbuildings. 

The positions of buildings in relation to the 

road reflect their function and age. Elm Grove 

sits in extensive, historic, garden grounds. The 

George and Horn Inn, a landmark building, sits 

at the back of pavement. The housing 

development at King Alfred Terrace on the 
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B3051, Ashford Hill Road continues this 

building frontage (Figure 50). 

 Enclosure  

A sense of enclosure is provided by the historic 

George and Horn Inn, King Alfred Terrace, 

boundary walls, hedging and mature trees. 

Mature vegetation particularly on Love Lane 

and around the Holding Field provides 

enclosure and adds to the character of this area 

as a green buffer between the dense, tight 

urban grain of development to the west and 

modern development to the north and east.  

 Plots 

Plot sizes within this character area are 
generally larger than those in George Street to 
the west.  

In contrast, recent residential development at 

King Alfred Terrace (Figure 50), north-east of 

the George and Horn Inn reflects the tighter 

plot sizes of the historic housing on George 

Street in the historic core to the west.  

Figure 50. King Alfred Terrace on Ashford Hill Road, 

B3051. 

 Gaps 

Gaps between buildings are large and tree-

lined together with the large public and private 

open areas of the Holding Field and Elm Grove 

gardens, the Village Design Statement 

recognises this area as a ‘green lung’ for the 

village. 

 Uses 

The land uses in this character area are 
recreational, leisure and residential. These 
uses are unchanged since the early 19th 
century when Elm Grove was built and the 
Holding Field was formed.  

 Building Form  

The predominant height of buildings in this 
character area is two storeys.  

Figure 51. Lodge Cottage roof and the Elm Grove 

boundary wall on Love Lane. 

Lodge Cottage (Figure 51) and the Bull Pen at 
Elm Grove are smaller, at 1 ½ and 1 storeys 
respectively.  

Chimneys are prominent in the streetscape, 
even on relatively modest scale buildings such 
as Lodge Cottage. 

New dwellings at King Alfred Terrace have 
mock chimneys. 

The George and Horn Inn has an impressive 
portico added when the timber-framed 
building was refaced in brick in the 18th 
century (Figure 48).  
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 Materials and finishes 

The buildings in this character area are 
constructed in brick.  

At the George and Horn Inn exposed timber 
framing is visible to the rear. The front was 
refaced in red brick. 

Blue and speckled brindle bricks are used at 
Elm Grove.  

 Windows and doors 

Historic buildings here have timber, sliding sash 
windows, painted white or off-white.  

Predominantly doors are timber.  

 Boundary treatment 

Where buildings are set back from the road 

frontage, brick walls, mature hedging and trees 

make a positive contribution to the character 

of the area Vehicle entrances in this character 

area  lie to the side or rear of the buildings.  

The imposing, Elm Grove boundary wall on 

Love Lane is curtilage-listed (Figure 51).  

 Roofs 

The George and Horn Inn has a red clay tile 

roof.  The 19th-century Elm Grove and 21st-

century King Alfred Terrace have shallow roof 

pitches and slate roofs. 

On the B3051, Ashford Hill Road, roofs are 

gabled and ridges run parallel to the road. Elm 

Grove roof is hipped. 

 Trees and vegetation 

Trees and vegetation on Basingstoke Road and 

Ashford Hill Road contribute to the low-density 

residential and recreational character of this 

area. 

 Views and vistas 

There are important views from the central 
character area, along George Street, to the 
landmark George and Horn Inn (Grade II). 

The glimpsed view to Elm Grove, along the tree 
lined drive adds to the character of the area, 
with the high status building set well back from 
the road. 

 Public right of way network 

Love Lane, running west from this character 
area, is a sunken, historic right of way, running 
past the Primary School to North Street, 
tranquil in part.  

 Notable Structures – Additions 

 

1. Lodge Cottage. (Figures 51 & 52). This 

building dates from the 19th-century.  Built 

as an entrance lodge to Elm Grove it is now 

a separate dwelling. With a prominent 

chimney, painted bricks and a clay tile roof, 

it sits in an elevated and prominent 

position at the entrance to Elm Grove from 

the main road. The historic fabric, scale and 

attractive materials used here result in a 

positive contribution to the character of 

the conservation area.  

 
Figure 52. Lodge Cottage. C19th  

 Conservation area boundary changes 

No changes to the conservation area boundary 

are proposed immediate to this character area.  

 


