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5.0 KINGSCLERE CONSERVATION AREA 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 
  

5.1 Introduction 

To manage change positively in the 
conservation area, there are a number of 
guiding objectives and principles which are 
applicable.  
 
The following principles are in line with the 
legal definition of a Conservation Area, which 
is: “areas of special architectural or historic 
interest, the character and appearance of 
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.” 
(Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990).  
 
The principles set out in this Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) comply with the 
National Planning Policy Framework. The SPD 
accords with the Development Plan, (in 
particular policy EM11 – The Historic 
Environment), including the emerging 
Kingsclere Neighbourhood Plan. The SPD 
follows Historic England advice and the Manual 
for Streets.  Appendix 6 gives details on 
planning policy compliance.  

This management plan should be read in 
conjunction with the Kingsclere Conservation 
Area Appraisal SPD. 

 

5.2 Considering Change 
 

The need to make changes should be 
considered carefully on a case-by-case basis. 
Change can enhance character or amend past 
harm, but standardised solutions, such as 
corporate branding and advertisements, will 
not always be appropriate. 
 
All works should be conceived with specific 
regard to the character and appearance of the 
conservation area as set out in the Appraisal 
document. Any intervention should echo and 
reinforce those characteristics of the buildings, 
townscape and public realm which make a 
positive contribution to the conservation area 
and its local distinctiveness. 
 
Works of alteration, repair or maintenance 
should be executed to a high standard, with the 
aim of preserving or enhancing the special 
characteristics of the conservation area. If the 
immediate context displays no special 
characteristics, the works should be devised to 
enhance the location, or at least have a neutral 
impact. 
 
Where there are opportunities to achieve 
positive improvements to a building or 
townscape, they should be integrated into 
development proposals. 
 
 

5.3 Summary of Kingsclere Conservation Area 

principles  

 Setting 
 
The setting of the conservation area can be 
defined as the surroundings in which the 
conservation area is experienced. Not all 
settings have the same capacity to 
accommodate change, without harm to the 
significance of the heritage asset i.e. the 
conservation area. Development in an elevated 
location; a riverbank; or a location within an 
extensive tract of flat land, may increase the 
sensitivity of the setting. 
 
Protection of the setting of the conservation 
area need not prevent change; indeed change 
may be positive, for instance where the setting 
has been compromised by poor development. 
Many places within the setting of a 
conservation area are subject to some degree 
of change over time. 

 
 
 

PRINCIPLE 1: 

THE SETTING OF THE CONSERVATION AREA 

CONTRIBUTES TO ITS SIGNIFICANCE. THIS 

CONTRIBUTION SHOULD BE MAINTAINED.   
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PRINCIPLE 4: 

STRUCTURES WHICH CONTRIBUTE 

POSITIVELY TO THE CHARACTER AND 

APPEARANCE OF THE CONSERVATION 

AREA, SHOULD NORMALLY BE RETAINED, 

AND NEW DEVELOPMENT CAREFULLY 

DESIGNED, TO PRESERVE OR ENHANCE THE 

SPECIAL CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF 

THE CONSERVATION AREA. WHERE 

STRUCTURES OF PARTICULAR INTEREST OR 

VALUE ARE LOST OR ALTERED, 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS SHOULD MAKE 

A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO THE 

CONSERVATION AREA TO MAKE UP FOR 

THE LOSS. 

 

 Origins and historic pattern of 
development 

 
The appraisal describes the origins and historic 
pattern of development of the conservation 
area. These are key contributors to and 
determinants of the special historic and 
architectural interest of the conservation area. 
 
Section 1.3 of the appraisal, the Statement of 
Significance, highlights various key aspects of 
the conservation area, including: the hierarchy 
of spaces; urban grain/built layout; open 
spaces; enclosure; plots; gaps; uses; building 
form and details; materials; boundary 
treatments and the public right of way 
network. All of these relate to the origins and 
historic pattern of development of the 
settlement. 
 

PRINCIPLE 2: 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS SHOULD 

RESPOND TO THE HISTORIC PATTERN OF 

DEVELOPMENT. THIS PATTERN 

CONTRIBUTES POSTIVELY TO THE SPECIAL 

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST 

OF THE CONSERVATION AREA AND ITS 

SIGNIFICANCE.  

 
 

 

 Materials and finishes 
 
New works, repair and maintenance should 
utilize the traditional common palette of 
materials and finishes used in the village, which 
includes white or off-white painted timber for 
sash and casement windows, timber doors, 
clay tiles to roofs and brickwork. 
 
If original materials are now unavailable, 
materials should be used which are 
sympathetic in character and appearance. The 
use of inappropriate materials will be resisted. 
 
Preference should be given to materials 
sourced locally or regionally over alternatives 
transported great distances. 
 

PRINCIPLE 3: 

NEW WORKS, REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
SHOULD USE THE TRADITIONAL COMMON 
PALETTE OF MATERIALS AND FINISHES 
USED IN THE CONSERVATION AREA. THIS 
COMMON PALETTE OF MATERIALS AND 
FINISHES IS A KEY POSITIVE CONTRIBUTOR 
TO THE SPECIAL HISTORIC AND/OR THE 
ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST OF THE 
CONSERVATION AREA.  
  
 

 

 Built environment 
 
Buildings are one of the most significant 
features contributing to the character of the 
Kingsclere conservation area.  
 
Buildings which have been identified as of 
particular architectural and/or historic interest 
and townscape value include: listed buildings; 
Buildings of Local Interest (BOLIs); notable 
structures and landmark structures. These are 
identified on the appraisal map at Appendix 2. 
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 Views and vistas 
 
Views and vistas into, out of and within the 
conservation area are important, they 
contribute positively to the character of the 
area.  
 
Care needs to be taken to ensure that where 
views and vistas contribute positively to the 
conservation area, they are not lost or 
compromised. 

 Open spaces 
 
Conservation area open space designations are 
described at section 2.6 of the appraisal. 
 
Sites of Importance to Nature Conservation 
(SINCs), Open Areas of Townscape Significance 
(OATs) and Important Open Spaces (IOS) are 
identified on the appraisal map at Appendix 2. 
Some of these are public open spaces, some 
are private open spaces. All make a positive 

contribution to the character, appearance, 
special interest and significance of the 
conservation area. 
 

PRINCIPLE 6: 
 

OPEN SPACES WHICH CONTRIBUTE 

POSTIVELY TO THE CHARACTER, 

APPEARANCE, HISTORIC AND/OR THE 

ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST OF THE 

CONSERVATION AREA SHOULD BE 

PRESERVED OR ENHANCED. 

 Landscape  
 
The landscape of the conservation area is made 
up of a network of watercourses, open spaces, 
trees, hedgerows, as well as built structures. 
These features make an important 
contribution to the character of the 
conservation area.  
 
This contribution can be adversely affected 
through: 

 Loss of green spaces.  

 Loss of trees and hedgerows.  

 Loss of traditional boundary treatments 
including hedges, simple picket fences and 
low brick walls. 

 Erection of close boarded fencing. 

 Planting of non-native species. 

 Subdivision of open spaces with 
inappropriate fencing. 

 Large out-of-scale buildings. 

 Light pollution and use of external lighting. 

 New access drives over previously 
undeveloped land. 

 Parking on road verges. 
 
It is recognised that trees and hedgerows will 

need to be appropriately managed. In some 

instances this might require the removal of a 

dead, dying or dangerous mature tree that 

affects the visual amenity of the conservation 

area. In such instances, a replacement should 

be planted.  

 

Normally, tree works consent is needed before 

pruning or felling any tree within the 

conservation area. Please refer to 

http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/protectedtree

s for more details. 

 
Replacing traditional boundary treatments 
with unsympathetic treatments such as high, 
close-boarded fencing, will normally require 
planning permission. Close-boarded fencing 
looks out of place and has introduced a 
suburbanised appearance to parts of the 
conservation area. If fencing requires planning 
permission, the use of close-boarded fencing 
will normally be resisted. 
 

PRINCIPLE 5: 

VIEWS, INTO, OUT OF AND WITHIN THE 

CONSERVATION AREA, WHICH 

CONTRIBUTE POSTIVELY TO THE 

CHARACTER, APPEARANCE, OR 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CONSERVATION 

AREA SHOULD BE PRESERVED OR 

ENHANCED. 

http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/protectedtrees
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/protectedtrees
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NB. The following principles 8 & 9 should be read 
in conjunction with the Traditional Shopfronts 
and Advertisements SPD (2008), which is under 
review and with any SPD which replaces it. 

 

 Signage and advertisements 
 
Oversized or poorly designed signage and 
advertisements, using poor quality, non-
traditional materials and finishes can have a 
negative impact on a conservation area’s 
special character.   
 
Advertisement consent is often required for 
these works in conservation areas. Related 
works may require planning permission. More 
information is available at 
www.planningportal.co.uk  

 

 

 Shopfronts 
 
In the conservation area, shopfronts and 
frontages to other commercial premises should 
be of a high quality design which aims to bring 
vitality and interest to the street.  
 
Timber is generally considered to be the most 
appropriate material for shopfront 
construction in conservation areas.  
 
Planning permission is generally required for 
alterations to shopfronts. See 
www.planingportal.co.uk 
 
When shopfronts are to be painted the paint 
colour should be sympathetic to conservation 
area. Brickwork should not normally be 
painted. Roller shutters generally require 
planning permission and will be resisted. 
 

 
 

 Street furniture  

PRINCIPLE 9: 

SHOPFRONT MAINTENANCE, 

IMPROVEMENT OR REPLACEMENT 

SHOULD PRESERVE OR ENHANCE THE 

CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF THE 

CONSERVATION AREA. 

PRINCIPLE 8:  

ALL FASCIAS AND SIGNS FOR SHOPS AND 

OTHER BUSINESSES SHOULD GENERALLY BE 

OF TIMBER CONSTRUCTION WITH 

TRADITIONAL PAINTED LETTERING. 

ADVERTISING SHOULD GENERALLY BE 

CONTAINED WITHIN THE FASCIA AND NOT 

PAINTED ON THE BUILDING. 

EXISTING FASCIAS, SIGNAGE AND/OR 

OTHER FEATURES OF ARCHITECTURAL 

AND/OR HISTORIC INTEREST SHOULD BE 

RETAINED.  

THE HANGING OF APPROPRIATELY 

DESIGNED PROJECTING SIGNAGE IS 

ENCOURAGED, HOWEVER EACH SHOP OR 

BUILDING SHOULD ONLY INCLUDE ONE 

HANGING SIGN TO AVOID EXCESSIVE 

CLUTTER.  

IF ILLUMINATED, SIGNS AND FASCIAS 

SHOULD BE EXTERNALLY-ILLUMINATED, 

WITH SPOT OR TROUGH LIGHTING (AS 

OPPOSED TO BEING INTERNALLY 

ILLUMINATED).  

 

PRINCIPLE 7: 

THE LANDSCAPE FEATURES AND BOUNDARY 

TREATMENTS WHICH MAKE A POSITIVE 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE CONSERVATION AREA 

SHOULD BE PRESERVED AND ENHANCED. 

NEW LANDSCAPE FEATURES, BOUNDARY 

TREATMENTS, INCLUDING CLOSE-BOARDED 

FENCING AND OTHER ENCLOSURES WHICH 

ARE CONSIDERED OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE 

CONSERVATION AREA WILL BE RESISTED.  

http://www.planningportal.co.uk/
http://www.planingportal.co.uk/
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Street furniture including bollards, bins and 
seating make an important contribution to the 
character of the conservation area.  
 
Where new or replacement street furniture is 
needed, design and materials should reflect 
the character and appearance of the 
conservation area and take into account the 
surrounding buildings, their functions and 
features.  
 
Where possible, existing traditional street 
furniture should be retained and maintained. 
 

 

 Highways works and signage 
 
The conservation area is served by a network 
of roads and lanes. Responsibility for the 
maintenance of public highways and the 
provision of road signs within the conservation 
area rests with Hampshire County Council as 
Highway Authority and with Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council.  
 

Road safety is regulated by legislation. 
However, highway works and the location and 
number of signs can have a significant impact 
on the character of the conservation area.  
 
Signage, traffic calming measures, parking 
issues and highway maintenance can all have 
an impact on the character of the conservation 
area.  
 
Duplication of signage leads to visual clutter, 
harmful to the character and appearance of the 
conservation area and should be avoided. 
 
The Borough Council will seek improvements in 
line with context-led best practice guidance, 
set out in the Government’s Manual for 
Streets, the Hampshire County Council 
Companion Document to Manual for Streets 
and Streets for All: South East (English 
Heritage).  

 Other Utilities 
 

Works carried out by utility suppliers (such as 
electricity, water, gas, telecommunications, 
street lighting etc.) can have an impact on the 
character of the conservation area (e.g. 
position and type of street lights, the siting of 
electricity sub-stations, overhead lines and 
poles, the use of non-traditional fencing, 
maintenance including tree cutting, digging of 
trenches near to trees and hedges etc.  
 
Duplication of plant, equipment and street 
lighting leads to visual clutter, harmful to the 
character and appearance of the conservation 
area and should be avoided. 

 
 
 

PRINCIPLE 12: 

WORKS UNDERTAKEN BY UTILITY 

SUPPLIERS SHOULD PRESERVE OR 

ENHANCE THE CHARACTER AND 

APPEARANCE OF THE CONSERVATION 

AREA. 

BURYING POWER AND SERVICE LINES 

AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT, 

UNDERGROUND WILL GENERALLY BE 

ENCOURAGED. 

PRINCIPLE 10: 

NEW AND REPLACEMENT STREET 
FURNITURE SHOULD BE IN KEEPING 
WITH THE CHARACTER OF THE 
CONSERVATION AREA.  

 PRINCIPLE 11: 

HIGHWAY WORKS, SIGNAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS AND MAINTENANCE 
SHOULD BE IN KEEPING WITH THE 
CHARACTER OF THE CONSERVATION 
AREA. THE RETENTION OF HISTORIC 
FABRIC SHOULD BE MAXIMISED AND THE 
NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF INTERVENTIONS 
MINIMISED.  
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 Planning controls in the conservation area 

Conservation area designation affects planning 

controls. Appendix 7 contains details of these 

special planning controls.  

If additional planning controls are considered 

justified in a conservation area, the Borough 

Council will consider the imposition of an 

Article 4 Direction.   

PRINCIPLE 13: 

THE BOROUGH COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER 

THE IMPOSITION OF AN ARTICLE 4 

DIRECTION IF ADDITIONAL PLANNING 

CONTROLS ARE CONSIDERED JUSTIFIED IN 

THE CONSERVATION AREA. 

 Pre-application advice in the conservation 

area  

Since planning considerations are often 

complex in conservation areas, pre-application 

advice is important. There are many benefits to 

seeking advice from the Borough Council at a 

pre-application stage: 

•Specialist input can be sought at an early 

stage, for example regarding listed buildings, 

trees, landscape, noise, transport, 

contaminated land, ecology or archaeology 

issues. 

•It will assist applicants in preparing proposals 

for formal submission which - provided advice 

is taken fully into account - will be handled 

more quickly, with the likelihood of a more 

positive outcome. 

•It may lead to a reduction in time spent by 

professional advisors in working up proposals. 

•It will indicate how Development Plan policies 

will be applied to proposals. 

•It may indicate that a proposal is completely 

unacceptable, saving the cost of pursuing a 

formal application.  

PRINCIPLE 14: 

PRE-APPLICATION ADVICE SHOULD BE 

SOUGHT FOR ALL DEVELOPMENT 

PROPOSALS WHICH AFFECT THE 

CONSERVATION AREA AND ITS SETTING.  

 

 


