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Basingstoke

Increased push needed for residents to recycle more
Weekly bins to stay

A dog isn’t just for Christmas, and 
it’s thanks to the hard work of Dog 
Warden Laura Yeates that stray 
dogs found in Basingstoke and 
Deane can look forward to long 
and happy lives.

The council has won the RSPCA 
Gold Community Animal Welfare 
Footprint Award for the third year 
running, recognising the service of 

Laura, the Environmental Health team 
and the Community Safety Patrol 
Officers in the treatment and welfare 
of stray dogs, the out-of-hours service 
and the promotion of responsible 
ownership. 

To find out more about the service, 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
animalresponsibilities 

Diary dates 
What’s on this 
winter 
See page 15

Weekly rubbish bin collections are 
to stay in Basingstoke and Deane. 

That was the decision by the 
Cabinet after options for the frequency 
of bin collections were considered as 
part of re-letting the contract to empty 
bins from almost 73,000 homes in the 
borough from October 2018. 

The council had investigated 
collecting the grey rubbish bins one 
week and recycling the next. This was 
looked at as evidence suggested this 
might improve recycling as well as 
reduce carbon emissions.

Having considered all of the 
evidence, including the research 
which found 51% of residents 
surveyed wanted to keep the weekly 
collection, the Cabinet decided to 
protect the service and keep weekly 
collections. 

Now more needs to be done 
to encourage residents to do what 
they can to increase the borough’s 
recycling rate, which is going up but is 
still very low at 29%. 

Cabinet Member for Regulatory 
Services and the Environment Cllr 
Hayley Eachus said: “Given the size 
and length of this contract - at least 
eight years - it was vital we looked 
carefully at both waste collection 
options to ensure we get the best 
value and a service that meets 
residents’ needs and expectations.

“We asked the question and we 
have listened to what our residents 
said is important to them. My focus 
continues to be on increasing our 
recycling rate and continuing to 
educate and encourage residents to 
recycle all they can. We are working 
with Hampshire County Council, 
as the disposal authority, to look at 
sustainable ways to recycle more.”

See page 5 for more on recycling

See page 7
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Did you know?
The Jane Effect

Democracy Week 
gets your vote

Green Flag success

Two of the council’s parks have 
been recognised as among 
the best in the country, with 
both Eastrop Park and the 
War Memorial Park receiving 
the Green Flag Award for the 
18th and 10th year running 
respectively.

The green flag is nationally 
recognised as a sign of a well-
managed, clean and safe park 
and is awarded by environmental 
charity Keep Britain Tidy. 

Officers and councillors took to the 
road during Local Democracy Week 
last month.

A roadshow went on tour 
covering areas such as Basingstoke 
Town Centre, Tadley, Whitchurch, 
Overton, South Ham and Chineham 
where residents had the opportunity 
to check their electoral registration 
and to find out more about voting in 
elections.

To find your ward councillor 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
mycouncillor

The world’s first sculpture of Jane 
Austen was unveiled in Market 
Place, Basingstoke, in July, just 
one of many tributes paid to the 
Steventon-born world famous 
author on the 200th anniversary 
of her death.

The life-size bronze Jane 
sculpture, which was created by 
local sculptor Adam Roud, caused 
such a stir the Willis Museum saw 
the daily number of visitors more 
than double that month. 

Give your views on balancing the budget

Share the pride with 
#LoveBasingstoke
Share your pride in Basingstoke’s Town of the Year status and 
tell us why you think it’s a great place to live, work and visit.

Put yourself in the picture

The #LoveBasingstoke campaign, 
launched this summer, celebrates 
everything that people love about 
living in the borough and promotes 
local pride as part of a drive to 
highlight the town’s positive appeal. 

Residents and businesses are 
invited to get involved by sharing on 
social media their favourite photos 
and stories of what makes living and 
working in Basingstoke special to them, 
using the hashtag #LoveBasingstoke. 

You may have already spotted 
the colourful #LoveBasingstoke 
signs popping up in and around the 
town centre and on some of our 
vehicles. Our operations team has 
been spreading the love as they go 
about their work and the new signs 
are proving popular, with requests for 
them from individuals and community 
groups.

As part of the #LoveBasingstoke 
campaign you can create your own 
Love Basingstoke photo. 
Visit www.lovebasingstoke.uk 
upload your photo of what is 
special to you about Basingstoke 
and add what you #Love such as 
#LoveShopping. You can share the 
photo on Twitter or Facebook or 
simply save to desktop. If you have a community project 

that you feel would benefit from 
#LoveBasingstoke signage, 
please contact
communications@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Get involved by sharing what 
you love on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram using the hashtag 
#LoveBasingstoke

Basingstoke’s first flashmob dance took to the 
streets during a spectacular lantern-lit parade 
when the popular Day of the Dead returned to 
Top of the Town for its third year.
The family-friendly festivities featured sugar 
skulls, Mariachi musicians, fire-breathers 
and illusionists, culminating in the colourful 
parade with a giant illuminated spider and the 
flashmob dance.

Proposals for a balanced budget to 
protect services, invest in a bright 
future, keep council tax low and 
support people who are vulnerable, 
has been agreed for consultation 
by Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council’s Cabinet.

The focus of the 2018/19 budget, 
as well as financial plans for the next 
four years, is on continuing to provide 
high quality services that matter to 
residents and ensuring they are good 
value through a constant drive for 
savings and better use of resources, 
including income generation. 

Thanks to careful management 
of finances, the borough’s council 
tax is proposed to go up by just £5 
per year for the average household, 
likely to continue to make it among 
the lowest council tax districts in 
England. The borough’s council tax is 
currently the lowest in Hampshire and 
£47, or 30%, lower than the average 
Hampshire district. 

Yet the council still has one of the 
highest spends per head of districts in 
England and the highest of districts in 
Hampshire. This is despite increasing 
demand for services and a challenging 
financial climate, with reducing 
government funding and interest rates 
at an all-time low, affecting the return 
on investments. 

Keeping weekly rubbish bin 
collections will be funded, following 
the earlier decision to maintain 
the service after feedback from 
residents. One hour free parking in 
Basingstoke town centre is proposed 
to continue to support traders. But 
some increases in parking charges 

will be introduced in other council-run 
car parks, while still keeping prices 
lower than other car park operators 
in Basingstoke and town centres 
in surrounding areas and funding 
improved security and facilities. 

More funding is proposed to 
be targeted to housing regeneration 
initiatives and there is a focus on 
supporting the most vulnerable in 
our communities, working effectively 
with partners. Examples include the 
council’s innovative response with 
partners to making the best use of 
resources to tackle homelessness, 
support for Buckskin flooding 
alleviation initiatives and money for 
disabled facility grants. 

Over the last nine years, 
£11.2 million in savings have been 
made without cutting services, with 
the borough council continuing to 
look at how it can run even more 
efficiently. There is also a goal to 
increase income by £2.2 million from 
new and innovative investments over 
the next two years. 

The budget proposals allow for 
investment in the future to set strong 
foundations that will shape the way 
the borough grows over the next 25 

to 30 years and deliver opportunities 
for all communities, for example 
through the Manydown development. 
It also looks to reinvest the proceeds 
of growth, for example from the 
Government’s New Homes Bonus 
grant, to benefit communities through 
infrastructure improvements. 

Feedback from the consultation 
will be considered before the final 
decision on the budget is taken at 
a Council meeting in February.

Cabinet Member for Finance, 
Service Delivery and Improvement 
Cllr Robert Tate said: “Our proposed 
budget for the coming year 
continues to makes us a low council 
tax borough despite having one of 
the highest expenditures per head 
of all districts in the country. 

“The proposals are focused 
on continuing to invest in our 
communities, prepare for the 
borough’s future success and 
support those less fortunate, while 
still delivering the range of high 
quality and range of services that 
our residents expect. We are keen 
to hear residents’ views on our 
proposals.”

Give your views in a consultation 
running until Friday 15 December, 
and find out more about the 
budget proposals, at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/budget2018

Have your say on 
budget proposals

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor
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New wet room 
for Camrose 

Support real change this winter 
to help those sleeping rough

Did you know?
Centre visitors up

Universal Credit planned for boroughHelp to Buy

Visits to council-owned community 
centres have topped one 
million for the first time! In the 
last financial year there were 
1,013,620.

The hard work of the 
volunteer committees of trustees 
who run these centres, supported 
by our community development 
officers, has seen visits more than 
double over six years. 

A new wet room has been 
opened at the Camrose Centre 
thanks to money raised 
through donations to the Real 
Change not Loose Change 
crowdfunding site last year.

The modern shower suite 
offers a safe place for homeless 
people to wash and freshen up, 
with wash kits and fresh towels 
supplied by the centre.

The Real Change campaign 
was organised by Basingstoke 
Voluntary Action on behalf of the 
Social Inclusion Partnership, with 
support from the council. Over 
£20,000 was raised, which also 
paid for the centre to remain open 
for an extra day every week on a 
three month trial.

St Michael’s Lay Minister 
and Camrose Centre trustee 
Mike Browning (pictured) said: 
“The community support we have 
received has allowed us to focus 
on providing immediate help 
to street homeless people and 
vulnerable people recovering from 
or at risk of losing their homes.”

People looking to get on or move 
up the property ladder can find 
information and advice at a free 
Help to Buy event being organised 
by the council on Tuesday 13 
February 2018.

Head along to the council offices 
in London Road anytime from 3pm to 
8pm for help and advice on low cost 
homes to buy and schemes available, 
including the Government’s Help to 
Buy and shared ownership schemes. 
There will also be an opportunity 
to speak to solicitors and financial 
advisors during the event.

Be kept up to date on the latest 
opportunities to buy affordable 
homes in the borough. Sign up to 
Your Home - a council emailer. Visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/yourhome

“Everything felt safe, very safe” 
– the verdict of one of the rough 
sleepers who stayed at the Night 
Light shelter in Basingstoke 
last winter.

The shelter, held in churches in 
the town centre area, was one of the 
beneficiaries of the Real Change not 
Loose Change campaign and it made 
a real difference to the lives of the 
local homeless community. 

Generous donations of money, 
time through volunteering, food 
and equipment from local people 
had a positive impact with 32 
people encouraged to find secure 
accommodation after visiting the 
night shelter. 

In addition, some of the funds 
raised supported projects at the 
Camrose Day Centre.

In spite of this effort it is 
estimated that between 15 to 25 
people are still sleeping rough on the 
borough’s streets today.

The Social Inclusion Partnership 
- which includes a range of specialist,
voluntary, statutory, faith and
community groups – has launched Real
Change Not Loose Change 2017 and
is asking residents and businesses
to help in the effort to provide much-
needed shelter and vital support.

Through a crowdfunding site, the 
Social Inclusion Partnership hopes 

to raise £16,000 to fund this year’s 
Night Light winter shelter to open for 
seven days a week from December 
to February, extend the third day of 
opening trial at the Camrose Day 
Centre and provide safe storage for 
people sleeping rough to keep their 
personal possessions in. 

Deputy Leader Cllr Terri Reid 
said: “The generous response from 
local people to last year’s campaign 
was overwhelming and made a huge 
difference to the lives of many people 
sleeping rough. Sadly, people are still 
sleeping on the borough’s streets and 
as the weather turns colder, we are 
determined to set the ball rolling once 
again to provide essential support to 
those who are most in need.” 

You can support real change by: 
• Calling Streetlink on 0300 500
0914 or visiting http://streetlink.org.
uk/ if you are worried about someone
sleeping rough
• Support local homelessness
charities and services as an
alternative to giving money directly to
people on the streets
• Donate at www.spacehive.com/real-
change-basingstoke-2017

For more information visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/real-change 

Members of the Social Inclusion Partnership launch the Real Change 2017 campaign to raise 
awareness and valuable support to help rough sleepers this winter. 

People who receive benefits are being 
encouraged to make sure they are 
prepared for when the government’s 
new Universal Credit is introduced in 
Basingstoke and Deane. 

At the time of going to press, this 
new way of receiving benefits is set to 
start in the borough from Wednesday 
14 February 2018. Universal Credit will 
be a monthly payment for those on a 
low income, or out of work, and is set 
to replace Child Tax Credit, Housing 
Benefit, Income Support, Income-
based Jobseeker’s Allowance; Income-
related Employment and Support 
Allowance and Working Tax Credit.

Although this means people 
won’t be able to make new claims for 
any of these benefits, the Universal 
Credit scheme will cover benefit 

payments they already receive.
People will only have to claim 

Universal Credit if they make a new 
claim or have a change to their 
circumstances.

Universal Credit can be paid if 
people are looking for work, unable to 
work because of illness or disability, 
or if they are on a low income and 
working. The amount they will receive 
will depend on their level of income 
and other family circumstances. 

Recipients of Universal Credit will 
need a bank account, an email address 
and access to the internet as claims 
will be made and managed online. 

For more information visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/universal-credit

More council web 
improvements
The borough’s residents and local 
businesses are better connected 
than ever when they use the council 
website www.basingstoke.gov.uk. 

Of the 416 council websites 
in Britain, the website was one of 
just 36 councils to receive the top 
four star rating in the annual Socitm 
Better Connected review. 

It was also one of five district 
council’s to win an award for its 
website from Better Connected. 

The website is currently being 
updated, which will mean quicker 
access to services with fewer 
mouse clicks to complete tasks like 
requesting a new recycling bin or 
reporting a missed collection. 

A lot of litter!

Did you know that the council’s 
operations team picks up around 
200 tonnes of rubbish in the 
borough every month? That’s 
equivalent to half a million food 
cans!

If you spot litter in the 
borough which you’d like to be 
removed let us know via 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report 

http://streetlink.org.uk
http://streetlink.org.uk
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Autumn leaf fall clear-up under way

Major funding won to continue Basing View revamp

Think your bad parking is fine?

Sweeping up the borough’s autumn 
leaf fall and keeping the roads and 
pavements as clear as possible has 
been taking place.

Two new and powerful vacuums 
which shred after they pick up the 
leaves are being trialled this season to 
help the council’s street cleaning team 
get even better results for residents.

Extra staff have also been taken 
on to help with the leaf clearance across 
the borough - supporting our regular 
staff working on the winter programme 
of leaf collection and other street 
cleaning duties, such as road clearing 
and shrub trimming, that will run until 
January 2018. 

Covering rural villages and town 
estates, the team focuses on areas 
with heavy leaf fall and have a fleet 
of three 15 tonne road sweepers in 
addition to the vacuum shredders. 
Although it’s impossible to pick up 
every leaf as soon as it hits the ground, 

Inconsiderate drivers who park 
badly are being shown the yellow 
card by the council and Hampshire 
Constabulary. 

Motorists who block roads prevent 
emergency vehicles from getting vital 
access to incidents, while parking 
on pavements can force those with 
wheelchairs and pushchairs into the 
path of traffic. 

During the ‘think before you 
park’ campaign, the council, in 
partnership with the police, is aiming 
to educate drivers about the potential 
consequences of poor parking by 
leaving leaflets on windscreens. 

Two leaflets are being handed 
out.  One is for those who might have 
parked in a hurry to encourage them 

to think twice in future. The other, 
designed to make the driver think 
they may have received a fine, is 
being issued in instances of extremely 
inconsiderate parking. 

Any vehicles causing an 
immediate danger will be reported to 
the police as usual, and parking officers 
will continue to issue fines where they 
have the power to do so. 

Cabinet Member for Communities 
and Community Safety Cllr Simon 
Bound said: “We’re working hard to alert 
residents to the potential dangers of 
poor parking, such as reducing visibility 
at junctions and the impact on the 
safety of school children. 

“We’ve heard from lots of residents 
who are frustrated at the poor parking of 

others, but the powers we have to take 
action are limited. It’s important that 
everyone takes the time to pause before 
they park and to think about whether 
they could be causing problems.” 

Visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
parking-enforcement to find out more. 

Did you know?
Flexible parking

Small business support
A digital tech week, which 
showcased the borough’s 
entrepreneurial spirit and brought 
together top talent, has been 
recognised with an award by the 
Federation of Small Businesses. 
The council, which organised 
the event in partnership with 
SETsquared, won the Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight Most Innovative 
Programme, Campaign or Project 
Award at the annual Small Business 
Friendly Awards ceremony. 

Popley play area 
improvements 

the team’s busy weekly schedule 
aims to keep the borough as clear as 
possible.

While most of the collected leaves 
are shredded and then sent with the 
general sweepings to the incinerator 
at Chineham, some of the leaves that 
fall on grassy areas are mulched by 
mowing teams. The nutrients from the 
mulched leaves are then fed back to 

the ground to improve soil condition of 
public open spaces and increases the 
borough’s biodiversity.

During last year’s autumn leaf 
fall season, the council collected 
more than 360 tonnes from highway 
and public land. This year, with the 
stormy and changeable weather, even 
more could be collected from the 
borough’s streets.

New ticket machines have been 
installed in town centre car parks, 
giving drivers more choice about 
how to pay for parking, with the 
option of a ‘check-in, check-out’ 
system, allowing users to pay 
with a debit or credit card for the 
time they park. The option of pay 
and display is still available. 

Basingstoke Pride
A series of live events to celebrate 
and raise awareness of the 
LGBTQ+ community across the 
borough was the main focus for the 
first Pride event for Basingstoke. 
The entertainment was organised 
by Pride 245, and supported by the 
council. Plans are already under 
way for next year’s festival. 

The Tintern Close play area in 
Popley is now open for toddlers 
and older children to enjoy. 
The council has removed the 
old ball courts and play area 
and replaced with new play 
facilities. This includes a new 
fenced games area, purpose built 
for basketball and five-a-side 
football, and a new equipped play 
space for those aged under 12. 

Basing View continues to attract 
new investment as part of the 
council’s plans to revitalise the 
town’s central business district. 

It is set to receive £7.5 million 
investment from the Enterprise M3 
Local Enterprise Partnership’s Local 
Growth Fund, subject to contract, to 
enable new development sites to come 
forward. This is the result of almost 
half of Basing View now being part of 
Enterprise M3’s EZ³ enterprise zone.

Since the arrival of Network 
Rail’s £50m regional campus and 
training hub and the largest combined 
Waitrose and John Lewis at Home in 

the country, a programme of renewal 
has been kick-started.

Next year will see the completion 
of a new Grade A office building in the 
town centre business district and the 
council has sold land to Village Hotels 
for a new 153-bedroom business-class 
hotel, for which planning is advancing.

This, combined with enterprise 
zone status, will help give Basingstoke 
a competitive advantage, bringing 
new business, new jobs and new 
opportunities to the town.

Basing View is also fast becoming 
the centre of a growing high-tech 

community. The country’s first 5G test 
bed available to business is located 
on site, enabling digital entrepreneurs 
to develop mobile applications fit for 
the future and fun co-working space 
Desk Lodge has recently opened with 
its witty design aimed to attract start-
ups with a better and more flexible 
way of working.

Cabinet Member for Property 
and Development Cllr John Izett 
said: “At Basing View, the council 
is creating a leading commercial 
destination which will rival other major 
centres and stand out as a regional 
centre of excellence.

“The arrival of a business-class 
hotel on Basing View is an important 
addition to its existing amenities, 
creating 100 jobs, more than £20 
million of investment from Village 
Hotels and responding to the calls 
from local businesses for additional 
leisure facilities at Basing View to 
meet the needs of their customers 
and staff.”

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/parking-enforcement
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/parking-enforcement
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Free recycling bag A recycling guide from brownies!

Garden waste tops 
10,000 customers

Your cut out and keep 
recycling reminder

For more information or to find your nearest recycling bank call the council on 01256 844844 or see www.basingstoke.gov.uk/recycle

Recycling
 made easy

Recycling bin Glass bin Recycle bank Garden waste

Please ensure all your recycling is CLEAN, DRY and LOOSE. 

plastic bottles, cans 
and tins, paper,  
cardboard, aerosols

glass bottles and jars mixed plastics, drink 
cartons, textiles, 
clothes and shoes, 
aluminium foil, books, 
CDs and DVDs.

Recycling needs to be clean, dry 
and loose. We can provide you 
with a free reusable bag to store 
your recycling in your home before 
taking to the recycling bin.
 To order your recycling 
bag call 01256 844844 or email 
our customer service team 
customer.service@basingstoke.
gov.uk

The council’s garden waste service 
signed up its 10,000th customer in 
the summer. The paid-for service 
is for all grass cuttings, cut flowers, 
hedge clippings, weeds, twigs and 
prunings and is collected fortnightly.  
 Visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
gardenwaste for more information 
and prices.

take this to the 
household waste 
recycling centre or sign 
up for the collection 
service 
www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/gardenwaste

“Recycling is easy” say members
of the 1st Hatch Warren Brownies. 
 The brownies discovered how 
simple it is to recycle during a talk 
from Cabinet Member for Regulatory 
Services and the Environment Cllr 
Hayley Eachus.

Members of the Brownie group, 
based at St Mark’s School in Hatch 
Warren, were interested to hear all 
about what you can and can’t recycle 
and the benefits of recycling.

And they were so enthused by 
the talk they are now keen to share 
what they have learned with friends, 
families and residents in the borough.  
 Unit Leader Sue Brown said: “It 
was great hearing about how simple 
it is to recycle and the children were 
really interested in what they learned 
and went away wanting to encourage 
their families to recycle more.

“We felt that it was important 
for the girls to understand the need 
to protect our environment and what 
they can do to help, and they certainly 
seem very keen to put into practice 
what they have been taught.”

The 1st Hatch Warren Brownies 
meets every Thursday. Volunteers 
are needed for all Brownie groups 
in the Basingstoke and Deane 
area. Please contact Sue on 07827 
967310 if you would be interested in 
finding out more. 

For more information on how to 
recycle visit www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/recycle

Top recycling tips from the 1st Hatch Warren Brownies

“I’ve learnt the only plastics you can recycle in your green 
bin are plastic bottles. Don’t forget to remove lids!” 
Caitlin aged nine

Members of the 1st Hatch Warren Brownies go green thanks to a talk on recycling.

“Cardboard and paper can go in your green bin, but leave 
the dirty pizza boxes or food packaging out. It’s better to 
eat the pizza!” Grace aged nine 

“I love baked beans and they come in tins, which is great 
as you can recycle tins, cans and aerosols in your green 
recycling bin.” Imogen aged nine

“Mums and dads who like wine and beer can put their 
empty glass bottles in the green recycling box at their 
house.” Madison aged nine

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/recycle
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/recycle
mailto:customer.service@basingstoke.gov.uk
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/gardenwaste
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/gardenwaste
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/gardenwaste
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/recycle
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Did you know?
Step forward for 
health walks 

Funding for Fieldgate

Community groups 
celebrate bigger hall 

Views sought on new planning guidance 

Funding boost for counselling training

Bus changes are just the ticket
A faster bus route into the town 
centre and an alternative parking 
option for students are now available 
thanks to the borough council.

To address car park capacity 
issues at Basingstoke College of 
Technology (BCoT) and to help combat 
parking problems in the area, the 
council has been working with the 
college and Stagecoach to create 
alternative parking for college students.

Now, on production of their 
BCoT ID card, students can park their 
cars at the Leisure Park and use the 
Centre Shuttle bus service which runs 
daily between 7am and 10.30pm for 
just 75p return.

The Stagecoach Megarider ticket 
is now accepted on this bus, which 
drops off and picks up students from 
the bus stop on Churchill Way West 
by Sinclair Drive, a short and easy 

walk from BCoT.
Other work to improve bus 

travel in the borough has seen 
passengers who use the number 
16 route enjoy a faster, more direct 
journey into the town centre. This 
follows a review of the council-funded 
bus service which revealed that parts 
of the current route, operated by 
Stagecoach, were barely used.

Between January and June 
this year, there were 877 passenger 
journeys between Steventon and 
South Ham, of which only four were 
in the Beggarwood area and just a 
few in South Ham.

Following public consultation, 
these less popular sections of the 
route between Beggarwood Lane 
and Sainsbury’s Hatch Warren, via 
Woodbury Road, and Western Way 
to Worting Road, were withdrawn. 
The bus now connects to Steventon, 
North Waltham and Dummer with the 
town centre via Winchester Road.

For more information visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/ 
bus-update

You can keep active and meet new 
people by joining one of 22 free 
health walks around the borough.

Last year a record number 
of people took part in the 
Walk for Health programme, 
led by volunteer walkers and 
coordinated by the council. There 
are also opportunities to train as 
a walk leader.

Find out more at 
www.walkingforhealth.org.uk 
or www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
healthwalks

Sports and social clubs at The 
Fieldgate Centre in Kingsclere will 
benefit from improved facilities 
following a cash boost from the council.

Currently celebrating its 25th 
anniversary, the centre has received 
a total of £156,500 from the Local 
Infrastructure Fund to refurbish and 
upgrade both indoor and outdoor 
facilities.

A new multi-use artificial playing 
surface will replace the old hard court 
area and drainage will be improved 
on the sports field in a bid to reduce 
the number of cancelled fixtures. 

Inside the centre, there will 
be a new electrical system and 
replacement windows and doors.

This is part of a multi-phase 
project by Kingsclere Community 
Association to update the centre for 
future generations.

Baughurst community groups are 
celebrating the new extension to 
Heath End Village Hall.

The extension is thanks to 
Heath End Village Rooms Trust’s 
work and funding from the council 
and other bodies. 

A council grant of £22,000 
was made from the Local 
Infrastructure Fund towards the 
£96,000 project. 

More people with mental health or 
emotional difficulties will be helped 
by Basingstoke Counselling Service 
thanks to council funding for its 
training programme.  

A grant of £21,500 from the 
Community and Voluntary Sector Grant 
Scheme will help fund the organisation’s 
training programme to train local people 
to become qualified counsellors. This 
will increase both its income-generation 
potential and its ability to support 
clients, ensuring that this important 
service can develop and continue to 
help local residents into the future.

Founded in 1985, Basingstoke 
Counselling Service’s charitable 
purpose is to provide high quality and 
affordable counselling to adults, either 
individuals or as couples, who are 

suffering from a wide range of mental 
health or emotional problems difficulties. 
This includes depression, acute anxiety, 
inability to cope, loneliness, feeling 
isolated or helpless, family problems, 
financial problems and a personal crisis 
such as bereavement or marriage 
break-up.

The organisation has a number 
of part-time employees, including 
a Head of Counselling, with 20 
volunteer counsellors and three clinical 
supervisors.

The organisation supports 50 to 60 
clients at any one time and delivers an 
average of 2,000 counselling sessions 
per annum.

To find out more, visit 
www.basingstokecounselling.org.uk

In the new year, residents will be 
asked to give their views on the 
council’s proposed supplementary 
planning guidance, created to 
help with decisions on future 
developments. 

This guidance will add detail 
to the planning policy framework 
provided by the Basingstoke and 
Deane Local Plan and neighbourhood 
plans and will give the council greater 
control in shaping new development. 

Consultation on this new 
planning guidance will take place 
in January and February 2018 and 
relates to:

• Parking Standards – this will
outline new parking standards

for residential and commercial 
developments and include 
guidance relating to the layout and 
design of parking for vehicles and 
bicycles.

• Housing - this will cover such
issues as maximising affordable
housing; the need to provide
a mix of house sizes in new
developments, particularly smaller
units; delivering older persons’
housing; and encouraging more
self-build and custom house-
building.

• Design – this will cover a range
of issues relating to how new
development should be designed
to create high quality places.

The consultation documents 
will be available in January and 
February on the council’s website 
at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
planning-policy-consultations

Planning notices 
are all white
Look out for council planning 
notices printed on white paper in 
future – rather than on a yellow 
background.

This will make the service more 
efficient, meaning that the council 
can send notices electronically, 
saving time and postage.

Basingstoke Counselling Service will look to 
recruit new volunteer counsellors thanks to a 
grant from the council.

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bus-update
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planning-policy-consultations
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planning-policy-consultations
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A project called Horizon 2050 aims to involve lots of different organisations and people in 
setting a clear vision about what is important and right for the future of the borough. This 
pull-out sets out the bold developments already proposed to shape how we live, grow and 
flourish in the borough in the future and how you can get involved in thinking even further ahead.

History

Council Leader  
Cllr Clive Sanders

Creating a bright future 

4page 
special

Basingstoke and Deane is a 
great place to live today thanks 
to the well-thought-out and bold 
long-term decisions taken in the 
1960s, 70s and 80s, which planned 
our current infrastructure and 
facilities. Similar choices about 
the future need to be taken now.

Through the Horizon 2050 
initiative, views are being gathered 
about the different ways in which the 
borough may change and grow to 

understand ambitions and priorities 
for Basingstoke and Deane.

The aim is to set an ambitious 
and aspirational shared vision to 
ensure that residents have high 
quality homes, jobs and leisure and 
community facilities for decades to 
come. This will drive, and provide 
the foundations for, far-reaching 
decisions about the future, setting 
the direction of the council and its 
partners’ work.

And it will act as the basis 
for all future inward investment 
campaigns and discussions with 
the Government and partners about 
funding infrastructure in the borough. 
This involves looking closely at areas 
such as transport; work patterns and 
jobs; wellbeing and health; lifestyle; 
where and how we want to live; 
sustainability; local services and the 
impact of technology.

It’s the hard work, imagination and foresight shown in previous decades that has made 
Basingstoke and Deane so great today. These decisions have allowed our towns and villages 
to thrive and evolve. At the same time, they’ve helped us to preserve our history and heritage. 

Horizon 2050 needs to build on this legacy, showcasing our borough’s established 
strengths, but also helping to secure investment and support for a bright and brilliant future. 

Predicting the future is uncertain and complex, but Horizon 2050 aims to build on the 
shared commitment to create the very best borough we can. It is no good the council drawing 
up a vision on its own. The vision is not just about where new facilities, homes and roads could 
go but what we need in terms of health, education, waste, communication and utilities. It is 
about what sort of a place we want the borough to be and what we need to do to get there. 
We need to be bold and innovative and set challenging targets for quality of life. This needs 
to be a plan made for the community by the community.

1839 The railway opens from  
 Basingstoke

1929 Construction starts on the  
 Basingstoke Bypass

1952 Construction begins 
 on Oakridge estate 

1961 Basingstoke signs   
 agreement with Greater  
 London Council on ‘town  
 expansion’ scheme

1967 Construction of a new   
 town centre begins

1970 The M3 motorway opens 

1974 Basingstoke District   
 Hospital opens 

1978 Basingstoke District   
 becomes the Borough 
 of Basingstoke and Deane  

1994 The Anvil opens 

2000 Milestones Museum   
 opens

2002 Festival Place opens

2011 Redevelopment 
 of the Malls 

2015 John Lewis and Waitrose  
 come to Basingstoke on  
 Basing View

1961

2000

2011 2015

1970

1994
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Looking over 

It’s everyone’s vision

Basingstoke and Deane is already thriving. The 
economy is growing, residents are healthier than the 
national average, the borough has the lowest council tax 
in the whole of Hampshire and 94% of residents say they 
are happy where they live.

This is strong starting point but no place can stand still or it will decline. 
Horizon 2050 is an opportunity for residents, businesses and organisations in the 
borough to work together to support the population as it grows to 2050 – a joint 
vision for our children’s children.

These future plans need to respect the borough’s unique heritage, 
safeguard our greenness and the rural nature of the borough, while also ensuring 
that future generations benefit from having the right infrastructure and facilities. 

For Basingstoke and Deane, this means:
• cultivating new ideas
• shaping how we grow in the 

future and the regeneration and 
revitalisation of some areas

• promoting a strong, clear and 
compelling identity that sets us apart 
from other places

• enhancing our reputation for 
enriching lives through culture and 
the arts

• fine-tuning and building on our 
successes

• attracting new environmental, social, 
economic and cultural investment in 
our area and keeping our economy 
thriving

• retaining our position as one of the 
south east’s strongest and most 
connected towns, surrounded by a 
beautiful and thriving countryside.

From left to right: Basingstoke Energy Services Co-op Director Martin Heath; Managing Director 
of Vertemis Diana Davidson; Director of DeskLodge Thanh Quan-Nicholls, Deputy Chief Executive 
at Anvil Arts Matthew Cleaver and Chair of the Basingstoke Strategic Partnership and Principal of 
Basingstoke College of Technology Anthony Bravo.

We want to involve as many people as possible in setting a clear vision 
and framework for making good decisions about what is important 

and right for the future of the borough. 

Chair of the Basingstoke Strategic Partnership Anthony Bravo

Work is already underway to shape 
the vision and it has highlighted a real 
desire from residents, businesses and 
partner organisations to support this.

Partners including the Government’s 
Department for Communities and 
Local Government, Hampshire County 
Council, Enterprise M3, Basingstoke 
Area Strategic Partnership, Basingstoke 
Voluntary Action, Basingstoke College of 
Technology and Queen Mary’s College 
are inputting towards the development 
of this shared vision for the future of the 
borough. 

And these public services, 
businesses, voluntary and community 
groups and local national and regional 
organisations have already started 
work together.

In the summer borough councillors 
began discussing the project and giving 
their views and input and the Basingstoke 
Area Strategic Partnership’s held a 
conference on Horizon 2050. At this the 
partners - a range of public services, such 
as councils, health services, emergency 
services and housing associations, as 
well as schools and colleges, voluntary 
groups and the business community – 
discussed the key things that would make 
the borough even better in the future.

This was followed by DeskLodge 
in Basing View hosting an Royal 
Society of Arts (RSA) event on 
Horizon 2050 in October, attended by 
representatives of local businesses, 
organisations and groups together with 
RSA members.

Horizon 2050 is planning not just for our children’s future, but our children’s children.
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Views on tomorrow’s borough

What we need to consider

Get 
involved 

In the new year, these initial 
thoughts will go out to wider 
public consultation to hear from 
more local residents and all those 
with an interest in seeing the area 
thrive through, and beyond, the 
first part of the century. 

The results from this 
consultation will inform the 
development of the vision for 
Horizon 2050, which is due to be 
adopted by the council and its 
partners in 2018. 

But we want to hear what as 
many people as possible think at 
this early stage. What do you think 
about what has already been said? 
Give us your one idea that would 
make Basingstoke and Deane an 
even better place to live and work in 
the future.

Give your initial thoughts and 
ideas and find out more at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
horizon2050 

And you can register to be 
kept in touch with all council 
news and events, including 
what’s happening with Horizon 
2050, by going to www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/signup

the horizon
One of the key considerations for the Horizon 2050 project is how best to involve residents in shaping the vision 
for the borough. 

A series of five day-long workshops have already been held bringing together people of different ages, living in town and 
rural areas of the borough. These considered some of the challenges and uncertainties facing the borough and possible ways 
that the borough could develop. Residents were asked what is good, bad and unique about the borough now? What do they 
hope and expect for the future and what are the priorities and trade-offs for the future? And here are some of the initial views:

A strong 
economy

Integrated 
transport 

links
Affordable, 

good quality 
housing

Attract the 
right skills

Develop 
town and 

strengthen 
villages

New and 
diverse 

businesses 
and jobs

Create a 
unique 

identity for the 
borough

Growth is 
important! But 

needs to be 
planned well

Make our 
own energy

Enhance 
green 

spaces

• How will Basingstoke’s people,
environment and culture shape its 
character?

• What sort of housing will
we need and live in? 

• What are the opportunities for 
regeneration that
may benefit local
communities?

• What is needed to
support and enhance the

vibrancy of rural areas? 

• How should the challenges of
climate change, environmental
protection and improvement be
addressed?

• What is the future role of
Basingstoke town centre in terms
of retail, leisure and cultural
provision?

• How will we travel
around? 

• What should the economic
priorities be in terms of the growth
sectors, types of job,
and locations for
businesses?

• What are the future
priorities for education and skills? 

• What is the scope and role
of new technology in the future 
and how can we improve digital 
infrastructure?

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/horizon2050
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/signup
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/signup
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Keeping the borough moving 

Major schemes in 
Basingstoke

M3

Ball Hill

Highclere
Burghclere

Ecchinswell

Ashford Hill

Kingsclere

Tadley

Silchester

Little London Bramley

Old Basing

Monk Sherborne

Sherborne
St John

Junction 7

Stoke

St. Mary
Bourne

Whitchurch

Overton

A34

A339

A33

Dummer

Oakley

A303

Station

Cliddesden

Junction 6

1

22

3

4

4

4
4

4

4
4

4

A30 corridor – 
improvements to Brighton 
Hill, Kempshott and Hatch 
Warren roundabouts – 
funding agreed

A30 Winchester Road 
roundabout - complete

A340 Thornycroft roundabout 
– funding agreed

A340 Aldermaston Road 
improvements – complete

A33 Great Binfields, Crockford 
Roundabouts and A339 Ringway 
- underway (Includes postponed works 
from A33/A339 scheme)

A33 Taylors 
Farm 
roundabout

A33 Popley 
Way junction 
– complete

Thornhill Way 
junction

Black Dam
roundabout – 
complete

Start of works
1  2014/15
2  2015/16
3  2016/17
4  2017/18+

The borough has already benefited 
from a £60 million package to 
enhance the main roads and 
gateways to Basingstoke, improving 
traffic flows and reducing congestion.

These plans, to support the 
development in the Basingstoke and 
Deane Local Plan to 2029, have 
benefited from investment in transport 
by the borough council, the Enterprise 
M3 Local Enterprise Partnership, 
Hampshire County Council, Highways 
England and developer contributions. 
But infrastructure needs planning 
beyond that for effective public 
transport options, joined-up cycle links 
and well-designed road networks as 
well as considering the role that new 
technology could play in the future.

That’s why as part of the Horizon 
2050 project, to ensure residents, 
visitors and businesses can continue 
to move across the borough efficiently, 
Hampshire County Council and 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council are working on a far reaching 
and joined up transport plan for the next 
30 years.

As part of this, a number of 
transport specific studies 

Manydown application being considered

Planning for next decade

The outline planning application 
for the development of Manydown 
is under consideration by the 
borough council.

It was submitted to the council, 
as local planning authority, in February 
by Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council and Hampshire County 
Council, acting as joint owners of a 
long lease on the land, bought for the 

proper planning of the area.
The outline application sets out 

the main principles for developing 
homes, businesses, shops and 
community facilities in two new local 
centres, two new primary schools 
and land for a new secondary school, 
parks, children’s play facilities, sports 
pitches, allotments and a 250 acre 
new country park.

Funding for upfront 
infrastructure 

New homes 
and more jobs 

Ensuring that the right 
infrastructure is in place for 
the future homes planned for 
Manydown and elsewhere in the 
borough has won Government 
support. 

The £95,000 funding 
announced in September brought 
the total Department of Communities 
and Local Government capacity 
funding from the Garden Town’s 
initiative to £1.475 million for the 
joint partnership of Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council, Hampshire 
County Council and the Enterprise 
M3 Local Enterprise Partnership

This has funded technical 
studies focusing on ensuring that 
the right infrastructure is in place 
to enable affordable homes, new 
transport improvements, good 
schools, jobs and community 
amenities to support developments 
around Basingstoke. The specific 
focus of the latest work is on 
transport, education 
and skills.

4page
special

have been carried out looking at the 
implications of future development to 
start to identify the scale of investment 
needed to support longer term growth. 
This includes considering the ability 
of the current roads to manage 

future traffic demands, making public 
transport, walking and cycling more 
attractive alternatives, looking at the 
impact on the M3 and considering the 
increasing numbers of commuters, 
particularly to London, on the railway.

While it looks further into the future with partners and residents, the council is already 
working on plans to ensure the borough remains a great place to live in the next two decades.

The adopted Basingstoke and 
Deane Local Plan sets out 
where 15,300 new homes will be 
built between 2011 and 2029.

The main development sites 
are mostly around Basingstoke, 
where they are sustainable with 
transport links and 40% of the 
housing is to be affordable. The 
plan also sets out where new 
employment space will go and 
the regeneration of key areas, 
including the Basing View 
business district in Basingstoke.

Since its submission, the 
application has been consulted 
on by the planning authority and 
discussions are now going on to 
make amendments to the application 
in light of feedback from residents 
and relevant bodies.

Updated information and 
revisions would need to go out to 
public consultation again to seek 
views on the changes. This is likely 
to be in the new year.

For the latest application 
documents and planning situation 
see the borough council planning 
pages at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
manydownplanning.

For more information on the 
proposed Manydown development 
visit www.manydownbasingstoke.
co.uk.

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/manydownplanning
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/manydownplanning
www.manydownbasingstoke.co.uk
www.manydownbasingstoke.co.uk
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Detecting fraud

New Highclere 
community arts centre 

New bulbs please 

Baughurst college leisure 
centre upgrade gets go-ahead

Make time to register

Splashing out on improvements

A dilapidated former chapel in 
Highclere is set to be transformed 
into a community arts studio for 
local people.

A grant of £80,000 from the 
council’s Local Infrastructure Fund 
will contribute to the restoration of the 
Westridge Studio, a nineteenth century 
building which has been closed since 
2015 as it is unsafe for use.

The Westridge Trust plans a 
complete refurbishment and when 
complete, it is hoped the new centre 
will attract local arts and crafts 
groups, ceramicists, musicians, 
book groups, choirs, dance and 
drama groups, performers and art 
exhibitors of all ages and abilities.

The council is required by the 
Cabinet Office to share information 
provided to us as part of national 
fraud initiative to help prevent and 
detect fraud and error.

Electoral register and council 
tax data will be shared by the 
council to identify any fraud and 
error relating to council tax single 
person discount.

For more information visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/fraud 
or call 01256 845761.

Totally Tennis, the indoor 
tennis centre in War Memorial 
Park in Basingstoke, will soon 
be benefiting from a lighting 
upgrade. The new cost and 
energy saving LED lights could 
potentially reduce carbon 
emissions and will have a 
brightness control and no glare. 

This £10,530 investment 
from the council has been 
funded through the Green 
Alternative Investment Fund and 
is anticipated that cost savings of 
over £5,000 will be made annually.

The Register of Electors is revised 
each year and will be published on 
Friday 1 December but people can 
always update their details if their 
circumstances change.

People moving into the 
borough, changing their address 
within it, or wanting to apply for an 
absent vote because they cannot 
attend the polling station should visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/vote or call 
01256 844844 for more information. 

Being on the register is 
important because it enables you to 
vote but it is also used for checking 
credit applications. 

To apply to be registered to vote 
visit the government’s secure web 
page www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

Consultation on 
council changes 

Oakley home for Basingstoke bats
Basingstoke and Deane is a great 
place to live – even if you’re a bat! 

This cute little fellow – an adult 
male soprano pipistrelle bat – has 
been roosting in one of the bat boxes 
funded by the council in Cowdown 
Copse in Oakley, an ancient 
woodland site managed by Oakley 
Woodlands Group. 

The borough is home to 13 
different species of bat, including the 
very rare barbastelle bat and the largest 

congregation of hibernating Natterer’s 
bats in the UK in the Greywell Tunnel on 
the Basingstoke Canal. 

More common species include 
brown long-eared bats, sometimes 
found in the loft spaces of buildings, 
and pipistrelles.

Sadly bat populations have 
declined dramatically during the past 
century. As a result all British bats and 
their roosts are protected by law and 
need everyone’s help and protection. 

Some of the borough’s popular 
leisure facilities are set to benefit 
from £2.9 million of improvements 
after a splashing new deal was 
agreed between the council and 
Serco Leisure and Basingstoke and 
Deane Community Leisure Trust.

This five-year extended 
agreement will unlock a package 
of investment for the Aquadrome, 
Basingstoke Golf Centre and Tadley 
Swimming Pool to upgrade the 
existing facilities and introduce a new 
range of features.

The Trust and Serco Leisure 
will invest more than £1.3 million into 
new features at all three sites the next 
few months, along with £1.75 million 

on maintenance over the term of the 
contract. The council, as part of its 
ongoing commitment to the facilities, 
will invest £1.6 million. 

Tadley Swimming Pool is also 
set to introduce a state-of-the-art 
40-station gym to meet a demand 
for a potential 1,200 new members. 
Additional parking will also be created 
to accommodate the higher demand. 

The golf course will be upgraded 
to an 18-hole family adventure golf 
course. And the Aquadrome’s gym 
will be expanded and refurbished 
with new equipment. The swimming 
pool will increase the area for under 
fives, including interactive play 
features and lighting.

Improved facilities at The Hurst 
Leisure Centre will give even more 
local people a chance to get fit 
and active.

A grant of £150,000 from the 
council’s Local Infrastructure Fund 
to The Hurst Community College 
in Baughurst will support the 
refurbishment of the gym, the 
multi-use hall and a treatment room. 

The upgrade of the outdated 
facilities will result in a wider range 
of activities becoming available. It 

is hoped that the new facilities will 
allow nearly double the number of 
people to use the facilities, increasing 
community involvement for people of 
all ages.

Head teacher Roger Jones said: 
“We are delighted to have received 
this funding from the council. The 
leisure centre is extremely well used 
and we know these improvements will 
be popular with existing users and will 
attract new people to use the centre to 
improve their health and wellbeing.” 

The Hurst Community College’s head teacher Roger Jones and community manager Bob Horne.

Consultation on the future shape of 
the borough council is under way 
following the start of an electoral 
review by The Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England.

The last review of Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council wards 
was completed in October 2007. But, 
as a result of population changes, 
there are now significant imbalances in 
the number of electors per councillor in 
some of the borough’s electoral wards.

The boundary commission has 
decided that a new review should be 
carried out with the aim of ensuring 
each councillor represents roughly the 
same number of voters.

The borough council has 60 
borough councillors, covering 29 
wards. Under an electoral review, the 
Boundary Commission for England will 
examine and propose new electoral 
arrangements for the whole council, 
including:
• the total number of councillors 

to be elected to the council
• the names, number and 

boundaries of the wards
• the number of councillors to 

be elected from each ward.
At the time of going to press 

the council was expecting to hear the 
council size and an announcement of 
the start of public consultation on the 
ward boundaries.

Visit www.lgbce.org.uk 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/fraud
www.lgbce.org.uk
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Better service
for Buckskin

Scouts HQ makeover

Drama group’s stage success

Scouts at Brighton Hill will ‘be 
prepared’ for improved premises 
after getting the go-ahead for 
major refurbishment at their 
headquarters. 

Members of the Brighton Hill 
Scout Group, one of the biggest in 
Basingstoke, is celebrating a £11,505 
grant from the council’s developer 
contributions. The improvements will 
include new lighting and an overhaul 
of the electric system, smoke and fire 
alarms, replacement of the outdated 
kitchen facilities and disabled access. 

 The former boiler house, in 
Schubert Road, was converted and 
taken over by the scout group in 1986 
and many of the original features are 
still in use. 

 Currently, more than 100 
children enjoy learning new skills, 
forming friendships and taking 
part in outdoor adventures as they 
progress from Beavers to Cubs and 
then Scouts.

William Shakespeare’s famous 
quotation “All the world’s a stage” 
holds a special meaning for 
members of Basingstoke-based 
Theatricals drama group.

“It feels like a different world 
when I’m on stage,” said one of the 
actors. “It makes life more exciting.” 
All the actors in the group have 
learning disabilities and additional 
needs, but they find confidence and 
fulfilment through drama. 

Whether it’s putting on their 
popular annual pantomime, or 
performing the summer show - this 
year it was a hilarious farce ‘Carry 
On Mencap’ - the participation has 
a positive impact on the self-esteem 
of more than 50 local adults, not to 
mention their families and friends.

Run by Fluid Motion Theatre 
Company, and delivered in partnership 
with Basingstoke Mencap, Theatricals 
has benefited voluntary sector grant 

funding of £21,011 over the last three 
years from the borough council.

Artistic Director Leigh Johnstone 
said: “Theatricals is a fantastic drama 
group because it allows its members 
to face the stigma of mental health 
and grow in confidence as they work 
together and perform on stage.

“The transformation we see 
from the time people first join us to 
when they appear on stage in front 
of an audience of hundreds is really 
heartening. Participation raises 
individuals’ self-esteem among their 
peers, gives them new aspirations, 
and serves a real purpose in the 
community.”

Fluid Motion creates professional 
touring work on a range of mental 
health themes, as well as delivering 
education and community projects 
that engage with more than 18,000 
people across Hampshire and the 
South every year.

A new team is now making sure 
that neighbourhoods look their 
best in Buckskin and South Ham 
following an agreement between 
the council and Sovereign 
Housing Association. 

In the past, teams from 
the two organisations were 
responsible for different areas, 
cutting grass, maintaining shrubs, 
mechanical sweeping, litter-
picking and removing flytipping on 
their own land. 

Now a single service, led 
by the council’s operations 
team, has taken over all grounds 
maintenance, meaning a more 
efficient delivery of services to 
communities.

Party time at 
Kempshott

The heat is on 
at Dummer hall

Dummer Village Hall’s old 
and inadequate heating system 
is set to be replaced with energy-
efficient radiators which will allow 
more use of the facilities by 
young and elderly residents.

The council’s Local 
Infrastructure Fund granted 
£19,600 to the village hall 
committee to upgrade to a more 
sustainable heating system.

The hall’s 40-year-old 
oil-fired warm air heating system 
is expensive to run and it is 
anticipated that the new radiators 
will reduce costs and energy 
consumption by 30 per cent.

More private parties and community 
events will be possible at Kempshott 
Village Hall after a major makeover.

A £60,000 Local Infrastructure 
Fund grant has been awarded by 
the council to carry out repair on the 
hall roof, replace the flooring and 
windows and refurbish a meeting 
room with a new kitchen.

The work will give a new lease 
of life to the 50-year-old hall, which 
has been in need of essential works 
for some time and it is hoped that 
more revenue will be raised as 
a result of increased usage and 
improve sustainability. © Rob Luckins

© Rob Luckins

Grants for home improvements
Last year, the council awarded 
Disabled Facilities Grants worth 
£1.105 million to help with the cost 
of 182 home improvements projects 
for people who have a disability. 

Thanks to the grants, 108 
bathrooms and five kitchens were 
adapted, 32 stair lifts and five ceiling 
hoists were installed.

In total 18 major adaptations, 
such as extensions, were carried 
out, along with 14 projects improving 
access into and around houses.

Cabinet Member for Digital 
Innovation and Inclusion Cllr Hannah 
Golding said: “The funding provided 
doesn’t just deliver home adaptations 
but quality of life improvements for 
people with disabilities. Maintaining 
independence while also being 
comfortable at home is important and 

I’m pleased we have been able to 
continue to provide this money and 
support our residents in the face of 
financial pressures.”

Funding boost to 
heat rural homes
Homes in rural parts of the 
borough without central heating 
could receive help to provide 
cost effective and low carbon 
heating following a successful 
bid by the council to the Warm 
Homes Fund.

Just under £200,000 has been 
awarded, which will be topped up 
by the council, to assist low income 
rural families to heat their homes in 
an environmentally-friendly way.

In total, 200 local authorities 
submitted a bid for the funding 
and the council was one of just 
43 successful applicants. More 
information will be available to 
those people eligible to benefit from 
the funding in the next few months. 

Brighton Hill Scouts Group celebrate funding to improvement their headquarters.
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Seal of approval for plans

Prayers answered for Popley church

Good causes benefit from 
Mayor’s Community Chest  

Advertisement

Community groups can look forward 
to improved facilities as building 
work gets under way at St Gabriel’s 
Church in Popley.
 The much-used community hall is 
set to double in size and gain a flat roof 
extension after the church received 
a £400,000 funding boost from the 
borough council. 

More than 750 people currently 
attend meetings held at the church 
hall, ranging from baby and toddlers, to 
youth, social and senior groups. When 
the work is completed, they will be able 
to expand their membership and use 
the new community café, better toilet 
facilities and large meeting rooms. 

With the population set to grow 
with new housing developments in 
nearby North Popley, Popley East, 
Limes Park and Rooksdown, the 
church’s extension will provide much-
needed extra space and further 
amenities to meet local people’s needs. 

The church aims to promote 
the improved community space and 
increase activity by a further 50%. 

The first phase of the 
improvements will double the size 
of the existing hall and include the 
construction of a flat-roofed extension 
with improved disabled access, a larger 

kitchen, new toilets with disabled and 
baby change facilities, more storage 
and new meeting rooms, while the 
second phase will see a permanent 
community café in the foyer. 

The Reverend Arthur Botham 
(pictured) said: “We are excited at 
the prospect of the completion of 
the building works and launch to our 
community. We are grateful to the 
council and their unstinting support 
through the Local Infrastructure Fund 
for this vital community project.” 

The building work is part of a three 
phase project – in the final phase, the 
church plans to extend its worship area 
to accommodate up to 200 people.

It has been a busy year so far for 
Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane 
Cllr Paul Frankum.

Cllr Frankum, who took over 
the mantle of Mayor from Cllr Jane 
Frankum in May, has so far taken 
part in more than 120 functions, 
hosting receptions, visiting 
community events and attending 
various services. 

He has chosen to continue to 
support local charities through the 
community chest – an innovative 
approach to fundraising initiated by 
his mother in her mayoral year. 

This pot of money is shared, 
via a grants scheme administered 
by Basingstoke Voluntary Action, 
between lots of smaller community 
projects and voluntary organisations 
who might otherwise get forgotten.

So far, six community 
organisations have benefited from 

the fund, with Old Basing Archers, 
Tadley Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Jubiloaks, Step by Step, Hampshire 
Paediatric Diabetes and Disability 
Challengers all getting a share of the 
cash raised to date. 

Cllr Frankum said: “It’s been 
a very busy year so far, but I’m 
thoroughly enjoying being able to 
get out and about in the community 
and meeting so many people who 
are doing wonderful things for the 
borough. One of the most rewarding 
parts of the role is being able to 
support community organisations 
through the Community Chest and 
I look forward to raising even more 
money for deserving causes around 
the borough in the months to come.” 

To find out more about 
the Mayor’s appeal visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mayorcharity

Neighbourhood plans for Sherborne 
St John, Oakley, Overton and Bramley 
were given an official seal of approval 
at a special reception with the 
Basingstoke and Deane Mayor Cllr 
Paul Frankum.

The event was held to 
congratulate the parish councils and 
neighbourhood planning groups in each 
of the areas that now have an adopted 
plan on their dedication in engaging 
the community in shaping their future 
development together. 

All of the plans were drawn up by 
local people and adopted by the council 
after the majority of residents voting in 
each area voted for them to be adopted. 

The plans are now part of the 
borough council’s development plan for 
the four areas and will be used when 
considering planning applications. 

The council’s Cabinet Member 
for Planning and Infrastructure Cllr 
Mark Ruffell is responsible for helping 
communities to develop Neighbourhood 
Plans for their area. 

He said: “I applaud the hard 
work that has been undertaken over 
recent years by the local communities 
in order to get their plans accepted. 
Neighbourhood planning allows 
local people to have a real input into 
decisions about the future development 
of their communities and ensures that 
their needs are met. I look forward to 
seeing future plans come to fruition in 
other areas.” 

Other neighbourhood plans in the 
borough are also progressing well. The 
Whitchurch Neighbourhood Plan was 
adopted by the council in October and 
also now forms part of the development 
plan for the parish. Plans for St Mary 
Bourne, Sherfield on Loddon and Old 
Basing are also well advanced whilst a 
number of new areas are just starting on 
their neighbourhood planning journey. 

For more information on 
Neighbourhood Plans visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
neighbourhoodplan

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplan
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplan
chinehamshopping.co.uk
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in Basingstoke Town Centre
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Beggarwood Park 
preserved 

Child’s play 

Shopmobility’s just the ticket to ride

Children will be swinging into action 
when two refurbished play areas 
open in Brookvale and Kings Furlong. 

New equipment and 
landscaping will be provided later 
next year at the Cordale Road and 
Culver Road play areas with a grant 
of £176,200 from the council’s Local 
Infrastructure Fund. 

Beggarwood Park is set to 
become a Local Nature Reserve. 
The park is already a designated 
Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation. Following public 
consultation and with the support 
of Natural England, the borough 
council has decided to declare 
the site a Local Nature Reserve in 
order to protect and enhance the 
natural environment.

Beggarwood Park also 
includes community facilities such 
as garden allotments, children’s 
play and kickabout areas, a 
BMX cycle track, maze and gym 
equipment. There are pedestrian 
and cycle links and a community 
centre is set to open later this year. 

Shopmobility Basingstoke is giving 
even more people with mobility 
difficulties the freedom to get out 
and about more easily thanks to 
council funding.

With a new travel scooter, 
donated from last year’s Mayor’s 
Charity Appeal funds, the popular 
service now has a wide range of 
mobility equipment for hire. This 
enables residents who have problems 
with walking to visit the places that they 
would not otherwise be able to reach.

In addition to those with a long 
term disability, Shopmobility clients 
also include those who require the 
scooters or wheelchairs for a short 
time, for example, while waiting for 
or recovering from surgery, after an 
accident or a sports injury.

While many use the mobility 
equipment in the town centre, a 
secondary service has been developed 
to provide equipment for longer term 
hire, such as days out, holidays or 
use at home. And during 2016/17, the 
organisation provided 5,900 daily lets 
to customers and 1,800 long lets.

The Shopmobility service is 
supported by annual funding of £22,950 
through the council’s Community and 
Voluntary Sector Grant Scheme.

Find out more about 
community grants online at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/funding 

On your marks for 
sports grants and 
awards
Sporting stars of the future 
are invited to apply for funding 
support from the council’s 
Sports Grant Aid Scheme to 
help them achieve national, 
international and Olympic 
honours.

Basingstoke Sports Council 
administers the scheme which is 
open to athletes aged between 
10 and 24 years old. They must 
live in the borough and be at least 
county representative standard 
within their sport.

Grants can be used to help 
with everything from travelling and 
coaching expenses to competition 
entry fees, equipment and clothing 
requirements. Scholarships and 
support are also available from 
local facilities including the Sports 
Centre, the Golf Centre, the 
Aquadrome and Tadley Pool.

It’s also time to get 
nominations in for the popular 
Basingstoke and Deane 
Sports Awards, coordinated by 
Basingstoke Sports Council, 
which celebrate the achievements 
of local sports clubs, teams, 
coaches, officials, volunteers, 
schools and individuals.

The deadline for applications 
and award nominations is 
Saturday 2 December, visit  
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bsc

More activities after 
Ridgeway refurbishment 
Visitors to the Ridgeway 
Community Centre in Buckskin 
can look forward to a great 
choice of activities after a major 
refurbishment. 

Art classes, pilates, cookery, 
games of bingo and much more will 
be on the timetable for groups of all 
ages. Members of the youth group 
and Mencap will also benefit from the 
new facilities. 

The refurbishment of the old 
youth room was funded by the 
borough council’s Local Infrastructure 
Fund and Hampshire County Council 
community grants. 

Community Centre Development 
Manager Marie Adams said the 
opening was the culmination of two 
years’ work on the community project. 

She said: “I’m delighted to 
show our guests the wonderful new 
room. The refurbishment has opened 
up new opportunities to work with 
partners and hirers of the centre in 
the future.”

Manager Lin Chandler, Vice Chairman Tony Burch and volunteer Wendy Gilvear.
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New: Deanbrook Private GP Practice 
at Candover Clinic

Private Healthcare Supporting

Offering rapid access to a 
GP at a time that suits you

Flexible pre-bookable   
appointments on   
weekdays and Saturdays

Direct private referral to
all diagnostic investigations 
and consultant specialists

Call 01256 315050 or email 
healthcare@deanbrook.co.uk

Advertisement

DECEMBER 
Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves 

  Friday 1 to Saturday 2 December 
  Tadley Common Methodist 
Church, Newchurch Road, Tadley

 Friday 7pm, Saturday 5pm
 £6 adults, £4 concessions 

Ali Baba falls for the Sultan’s daughter 
and determines to impress her by 
retrieving valuables stolen by a band of 
thieves. Unfortunately, the thieves have 
other ideas. Tickets must be booked in 
advance. 

01183 272670
  www.christchurchplayers.weebly.
com 

Father Christmas 
and Friends family trail

  Starts Friday 1 December and 
runs on various dates until 2 
January
  The Vyne, Sherborne St John

 10am to 4pm 
 Normal admission prices plus £1 
for a trail map 

Follow this trail around the property 
to find the festive helpers of Father 
Christmas, then ascend our exciting 
rooftop walkway to see if Father 
Christmas has made a safe landing.

01256 883858
  www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne

Santa’s Christmas Wish
  Saturday 2 December
  Viables Community Centre, 
Harrow Way, Basingstoke 

 10.30am and 1.30pm
 £8.75 each or £31 per family 
(two adults and two children) 

A festive, song-filled, interactive family 
show particularly suitable for two to 
seven-year-olds with a special meet, 
greet and treat with Father Christmas.

01256 473634
  office@viables.org.uk 

The Night Before Christmas
  Friday 8 to Sunday 10 December
  The Haymarket

 Friday 10.30am and 1.30pm; 
Sat 11am and 2pm; 
Sun 11am, 2pm and 4pm

 £13 (includes £2 booking fee)
Suitable for ages two and over

01256 844244 
  www.anvilarts.org.uk 

Mayor’s Carol Concert

  Saturday 9 December
  St Michael’s Church, 
Church Street, Basingstoke

 7pm
 Free – donation to the Mayor’s 
Charity Appeal

Enjoy an evening of festive 
entertainment for all the family. 

01256 844844
  www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
mayorevents 

A Christmas Carol 
  Tuesday 12 to Wednesday 13 
December 
 The Haymarket

 7.30pm, Wednesday 1.30pm
 £18; over 65s, under 16s and  
students £13 (includes £2   
booking fee)

The old miser Ebenezer Scrooge has 
no time for Christmas or those who 
celebrate it but will Scrooge choose to 
amend his ways? 

01256 844244 
  www.anvilarts.org.uk 

Peter Pan

  Thursday 14 December 2017 to 
Sunday 7 January 2018
 The Anvil

 Various times and prices. 
Fly far away to Neverland with Peter 
Pan, Wendy, John and Michael. Suitable 
for the whole family. See website for 
times and ticket prices.

01256 844244 
  www.anvilarts.org.uk 

How Many Sleeps ‘til Christmas 

  Thursday 14 to Sunday 24 December
 Proteus Creation Space, Council  
Road, Basingstoke, RG21 3DH

 Times vary
 £8

Meet a colourful host of characters as 
they lead you on a magical journey. An 
interactive show aimed at pre-school 
children and their families.

01256 354541
  www.proteustheatre.com

Buddy Holly and The 
Cricketers - Holly at Christmas 

  Thursday 21 to Friday 22 December 
  The Haymarket

 7.30pm
 £19 (includes £2 booking fee)

Holly’s hits, other contemporary classics 
and some Christmas crackers are all 
wrapped up in a fast, furious and funny 
feast of entertainment. 

01256 844244
  www.anvilarts.org.uk 

JANUARY
Ukulele Jam Session

  Friday 12 January
  Viables Community Centre, Harrow 
Way, Basingstoke, RG22 4BJ 

 7pm to 9pm
 £5 per session

These are relaxed jamming sessions 
which are open to everyone who owns 
a ukulele. 

01256 473634
  office@viables.org.uk 

May the Toys Be With You

  Saturday 13 January 
to Saturday 14 April 2018
  The Willis Museum and Sainsbury 
Gallery

 10am to 5pm
 Free - donations welcome

From a galaxy far, far away, an unmissable 
exhibition for Star Wars fans everywhere. 
From X-Wing fighters to lightsabers, 
this is one of the UK’s finest collections 
of vintage Star Wars toys and original 
cinema posters for little and big kids alike. 

01256 465902
  https://hampshireculturaltrust.
org.uk/willis-museum

Fastlove - A Tribute to George 
Michael

  Saturday 20 January 
 The Anvil

 7.45pm
 £26.50; Over 65s, under 16s and 
students £25.50 (includes £2  
booking fee)

Relive the passion, the flair, and the 
rare sensitivity of George Michael in this 
incredible concert sensation.

01256 844244 
  www.anvilarts.org.uk 

www.christchurchplayers.weebly.com
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne
mailto:office@viables.org.uk
www.anvilarts.org.uk
www.anvilarts.org.uk
www.anvilarts.org.uk
www.anvilarts.org.uk
www.anvilarts.org.uk
www.proteustheatre.com
mailto:office@viables.org.uk
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mayorevents
https://www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/willis-museum
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Contact your council
Through the website, click:
www.basingstoke.gov.uk

   @BasingstokeGov
for service updates and 
the latest news from the council.

By SMS message, text:
07797 877006

BT text relay:
1800101256844844

By phone, call:
The contact centre on 01256 844844.
The contact centre is open Mondays to 
Thursdays from 8.30am to 5.30pm and 
on Fridays from 8.30am to 5pm (except 
bank holidays).

For emergencies relating to council 
services outside normal hours call 
01256 844844 and stay on the line to be 
connected with the out-of-hours service.

In person, visit: 
The Civic Offices in London Road, 
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH
Open Mondays to Thursdays from 
8.30am to 5pm and on Fridays from 
8.30am to 4.30pm (except bank 
holidays).

By post, write to:
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council, Civic Offices, London Road, 
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH

Your borough councillor
Find yours at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
mycouncillor or call 01256 844844.

More bottles this 
Christmas?

If you’d like to advertise in Basingstoke & Deane Today please 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bdtoday or call 01256 844844 
for more information.

Advertise with us

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council gives no warranties in relation 
to the content of any advertisements 
placed in Basingstoke & Deane Today 
and shall have no liability for any losses 
howsoever caused by or related to 
those advertisements. Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council makes no 
endorsement whatsoever with regard 

to any advertisements or any products, 
services or other offers featured in any 
advertisements placed in Basingstoke & 
Deane Today. Any views or comments 
expressed in any advertisements placed 
in Basingstoke & Deane Today are those 
of the advertiser and are not to be taken 
as reflecting the views or opinions of 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.

Thinking of getting a real Christmas tree this year?
Don’t forget to recycle it after Christmas at one of the drop-off points 
across the borough from Wednesday 3 January until Sunday 28 
January 2018.

For more information visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
christmas-tree

Christmas 
tree recycling

Christmas rubbish and recycling
Normal 

collection 
date 

Revised 
collection date

Mon 25 Dec Wed 27 Dec
Tues 26 Dec Thurs 28 Dec
Wed 27 Dec Fri 29 Dec
Thurs 28 Dec Sat 30 Dec

Fri 29 Dec Tues 2 Jan
Mon 1 Jan Wed 3 Jan
Tues 2 Jan Thurs 4 Jan
Wed 3 Jan Fri 5 Jan
Thurs 4 Jan Sat 6 Jan

Fri 5 Jan Mon 8 Jan
Mon 8 Jan Tues 9 Jan
Tues 9 Jan Wed 10 Jan
Wed 10 Jan Thurs 11 Jan
Thurs 11 Jan Fri 12 Jan

Fri 12 Jan Sat 13 Jan

Christmas
opening hours

For emergencies during this time 
call 01256 844844 to be transferred 

to the out-of-hours service.

The council will be closed 
from 4.30pm on Friday 22 

December 2017 until 8.30am  
on Tuesday 2 January 2018.

Christmas can mean extra rubbish, 
for example wrapping paper can’t 
be recycled. Therefore, extra 
sacks will be collected on the first 
collection after Christmas ONLY. 
As normal there is no limit on how 
much residents can recycle.

This year bin collections will be 

affected over two weeks and, unless 
adverse weather affects bin rounds, 
collections should return to normal 
from Monday 15 January 2018.

To check the day your bin is 
collected www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
bincollections or call 01256 844844.

Have you signed up for email updates 
on council services, news and events?

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/signup 

Sign up

Let the council know if you need a 
free second glass recycling collection 
box for extra bottles over Christmas. 
Residents are also able to get a glass 
bin as an alternative to a box if they 
often have lots of bottles and jars to 
recycle.

The red 140 litre bins can be 
ordered for £25.63 online at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/glassbin 

Jingle all the way on the Centre Shuttle
Take the stress-free route into 
Basingstoke when you go 
Christmas shopping this year.

In addition to the council’s town 
centre car parks, which will operate 
as normal, you can park your car for 
free in the designated Centre Shuttle 
bays at the Leisure Park and hop 
on board the quick and convenient 
Centre Shuttle bus service which 
links the Leisure Park with the 
town centre.

It runs Monday to Friday from 
7am to 10.35pm; on Saturday from 
8am to 10.35pm and on Sunday from 
10am to 10.35pm.

With fares costing £2.40 for an 
adult all-day return, £1.20 for a child 
and £3.70 for a group ticket (group of 
four) it’s a cost-effective option this 
festive season.

For more details, visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/centreshuttle

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bincollections
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bincollections
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/christmas-tree
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/christmas-tree



