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Look out for the Love Basingstoke 
deckchairs at events around the 
borough this summer.

The giant chairs have made 
appearances at borough council 
supported events including the 
Festival of Transport, Popley 
Festival, the Kite Festival and 
various Basingstoke Festival events 
including World Party. They’ll also 

be set up for sunbathing and selfies 
at this year’s B LOVE music festival. 
Join in the fun, take a deckchair 
selfie with your friends and family 
and share on social media using 
#LoveBasingstoke

Visit www.lovebasingstoke.uk to 
create your own #LoveBasingstoke 
meme.

Have your say

Summer is here and it’s a time to 
enjoy our award-winning parks, 
open spaces and play areas in 
the borough.

The council manages and 
maintains 150 play areas and over 
the past five years has invested 
around £840,000 into providing new 
facilities such as Popley Community 
Park multi-use games area, Tintern 
Close play area and Oakridge Road 
play area.

We also look after 34 parks across 
the borough, equating to a staggering 
220 hectares of open space, that’s 
equivalent to 220 football pitches!

Our parks, which include the 
town centre Green Flag-awarded 
Eastrop and War Memorial Parks, 
are used for everything from outdoor 
exercising to events. They also 
provide habitats for flowers and 
wildlife and are home to nationally 
important species of bats, birds, slow 
worms and great crested newts.

Over 200 regular volunteers help 
us to maintain these open spaces 
and have devoted over 11,500 hours 
in the past year to this work. 

And you appreciate their hard work, 
with 90 per cent of those asked in 
our residents’ survey saying they are 
happy with the parks and open spaces 
in their local area. This is the highest 
satisfaction rate of all the services they 
were asked about.

And nearly a quarter thought 
parks and green spaces were one 
of the three most important council 
services, alongside bin collections, 
dealing with antisocial behaviour and 
litter-free streets.

This July there’s an opportunity to 
celebrate our parks, open spaces 
and play areas during Love Parks 
Week, see page 9 for the full details. 

See page 6
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Unlocking change
With fantastic support from the 
public, this year’s Real Change not 
Loose Change campaign exceeded 
all expectations and the money 
raised is being put to good use to 
help the borough’s rough sleepers.

Generous donations from 
residents, local community groups, 
schools and businesses exceeded 
£16,000. These have enabled the 
Julian House outreach team to 
provide storage facilities in town 
centre locations for homeless people 
to keep their personal items safe. The 
lockers will be installed this summer.

Julian House Business 
Development Director Helen Bedser 
said: “This may seem like a simple 
thing, but having somewhere to 
store your personal effects is a very 
important part of being able to get 
your life back on track. 

“Most homeless people have 
important possessions like ID, birth 
certificates, clothes and personal 
items that they need to keep safe 
on a daily basis. If you’ve got a job 
interview, health appointment or are 
trying to get help with housing, having 
to carry all your worldly possessions 
around or worry they will be stolen, 
damaged or removed is an extra 
burden for someone in already 
desperate circumstances.

“On behalf of everyone at Julian 
House, and particularly our clients, 
we want to say a massive thank you 
to everyone who donated and wants 
Real Change.”

In addition, the campaign 
supported the winter night shelter 
held in town centre churches from 
December to February and has 
continued to fund a third day of 
opening at the Camrose Day Centre.
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/real-change

At this time of year we can really 
appreciate what a wonderful and vibrant 
borough we live in. Our parks and 
open spaces are full of people enjoying 
the beautifully-kept areas for picnics, 
outdoor exercise or council supported 
events like the Festival of Transport or 
the Kite Festival. 

It’s a time when our 150 play areas 
are bursting with children and their 
families climbing, sliding and having 
some good old-fashioned outdoor fun 
for free.

It’s the perfect time to celebrate the 
rich cultural diversity within the borough 
and discover art in unusual places 
during the three week Basingstoke 
Festival programme. And a chance 
to support the borough’s musicians, 
singers and bands as they appear on 
the same stage as chart-topping acts at 
this year’s B LOVE music festival. 

Perhaps it’s a time to take up 
something new and get more active by 
joining cycling sessions or one of our 
free health walks that take place across 
the borough?

But ultimately it’s a time where 
communities really come together at 
fetes, fairs, dog shows, sporting events 
or the annual scarecrow festival. 

There’s so much to do in the 
borough and so much to celebrate and 
enjoy. I hope you all have a wonderful 
summer and really do take some time to 
explore the borough’s hidden treasures 
and sample some of the wonderful 
facilities and events available. 

Keep cool with gym improvements

Broadband for 
Ashmansworth

Welcome... to the 2018 summer edition

Gym members at Basingstoke 
Sports Centre will be able to 
work up a sweat while keeping 
cool thanks to funding from the 
borough council.

The female gym changing rooms 
will undergo a refurbishment and air 
conditioning will be installed in its 
Shape gym with a £122,500 
Local Infrastructure Fund grant.

The funding is in addition to 
£3.5 million of capital funding and 
£1.6 million in annual grants awarded 
by the council between April 2000 
and March 2018. 

Cabinet Member for Finance, 
Service Delivery and Improvement 
Cllr Robert Tate said: “I am delighted 
to see funding from the council’s 
Local Infrastructure Fund is 
benefiting the Sports Centre. These 
are welcome improvements to the 
facilities and will attract more people 
to use the Sports Centre. 

“These grants support community 
projects such as this which 
encourage local people to involve 
themselves in enjoyable healthy 
exercise and provide an opportunity 
to make new friends.”

Residents in Ashmansworth and 
Crux Easton are celebrating a 
vast improvement to their Wi-Fi 
broadband infrastructure network, 
thanks to council funding. 

The council awarded 
Ashmansworth and Crux Easton 
Parish Council £14,130 from its 
Communication Improvement and 
Technical Infrastructure Fund to 
complete the community-led project. 

Ashmansworth and Crux Easton 
local action group (ACE) investigated 
broadband solutions for the area, 
which is currently outside BT’s roll-
out plans.

The local community raised 
£20,000 before applying to the 
borough council for the remainder 
of the money needed to deploy a 
network able to serve 55 properties. 

The Communication Improvement 
and Technical Infrastructure Fund 
supports the council’s commitment 
to sustainable growth in the borough 
for commercial enterprises, home 
workers and in education, as well as 
improving residents’ quality of life. 

Jane’s a real stormtrooper
The force has been with Hampshire 
Cultural Trust this year! 

We fund the Trust with a strategic 
grant to support its management of 
the Willis Museum, Milestones and 
Basing House. 

More than 12,000 visitors enjoyed 
May The Toys Be With You, a hugely 
popular exhibition of over 300 vintage 
and original Star Wars toys at the Willis 
Museum. The venue’s current exhibition 
I Do! is perfect for this year of royal 
weddings as it shines a spotlight on 
wedding dress fashions from the past 
250 years.

Over at the Leisure Park, 
37,000 visitors enjoyed the Milestones 
LEGO exhibition Mythical Beasts. 

Coming up in the living history 
museum in July is Mission Mega 
Machine, an exciting exploration of 
Hampshire science and technology, 
featuring a 14 metre rocket, a flight 
simulator and even a Spitfire. 

You can find out more about 
Hampshire Cultural Trust and its 
museums in Basingstoke online at 
www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Did you know you can sign up for 
email updates on council services, 
news and events?

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/signup 

Sign up

Council Leader  
Cllr Clive Sanders

The crowds enjoyed this year’s 
Kite Festival at Down Grange.



3Basingstoke & Deane Today

Designing Basingstoke’s leisure park of the future 

5G Virtual Reality Lab launches town’s digital revolution 
Local business leaders, 
entrepreneurs and innovators can 
now head to the Virtual Reality Lab 
at Desklodge to keep up with the 
latest in digital technology.

The 5G VR launch in Basingstoke’s 
central business district Basing View 
in May gave guests the opportunity to 
experience first-hand how streaming 
with Virtual and Augmented Reality 
(VR/AR) technologies could benefit 
their businesses.

Funded by the borough council 
and set up through a partnership with 
the University of Surrey 5G Innovation 
Centre, the Lab connects with the 

state-of-the-art 5G testbed and places 
the town firmly at the forefront of the 
5G revolution.

Cutting-edge VR/AR technologies 
combine the interactive capabilities 
of Virtual Reality with the connectivity 
features of 5G and can be utilised in 
the fields of sports, entertainment, 
navigation, medicine and education 
where computer-generated scenarios 
cleverly simulate the real world.

Cabinet Member for Digital 
Innovation and Inclusion Cllr Hannah 
Golding said: “We are delighted to 
be working in partnership with the 
University of Surrey 5G Innovation 

Centre. This is a very exciting new 
chapter in the development of the 
town as a leading player in the use 
of the latest digital capabilities for 
business.

“Virtual and Augmented Reality 
will enable us to see the world in a 
whole new way. It’s about creating a 
believable environment and interacting 
with all that’s going on. 

“Delivering this virtual world 
seamlessly requires anytime, 
anywhere connectivity and that’s what 
the 5G revolution will bring about - 
making these exciting technologies 
part of everyone’s life!”

Making space

People and organisations – 
including the drama group - using 
Cliddesden Village Hall will find 
more room for manoeuvre with 
the addition of a storage annexe 
to be built later this year. A Local 
Infrastructure Fund grant for 
£20,000 from the council will 
boost the £64,000 project.

Work is now underway on a new gym 
facility at Tadley Swimming Pool.

Following £195,000 of investment 
from Serco Leisure and over 
£445,000 from the borough council, 
work to build a new state-of-the-art 
40-station gym for a potential 1,200 
customers is taking place.

It is expected to open its doors 
in the autumn.

Tadley gym fit-out

Rooksdown skatepark rolls into action
The wheels are well and truly in 
motion for people who are into 
skateboarding, scooters, inline 
skates or BMX biking, following the 
opening of Rooksdown skatepark.

The brand new skatepark is now 

the place to meet and compete with 
your friends – it’s free and open every 
day for everyone (even adults!) to 
enjoy.

There’s a great array of concrete 
ramps for users of every ability – even 

a nursery ramp for little ones. 
The original idea for a skatepark 

was put forward by Rooksdown 
parish councillor Jonathan Payne in 
2014, supported with borough council 
Local Infrastructure Fund grants 
totalling £150,500 and completed by 
developers Bendcrete Leisure Ltd. 
Seating and improved landscaping 
has also been provided for those 
people who’d rather observe.

Jonathan said: “A lot of hard work 
by Rooksdown Parish Council and 
many others has really paid off. A 
project like this needs a great deal 
of support from many departments 
and we’re very grateful to everyone 
who helped along the way. I’m very 
proud to see the park finished to such 
a high quality and seeing it so busy 
each weekend is brilliant. It’s always 
full of smiling faces - and that was the 
ultimate goal.”Jonathan Payne at the new Rooksdown skatepark.

Designs for a new modern 
£23 million Aquadrome for residents 
to enjoy in the future, at no cost to 
the council, are being drawn up as 
part of an exciting redevelopment of 
Basingstoke Leisure Park.

Developer NewRiver is to invest 
£300 million in a total transformation 
of the borough council-owned 60 
acre leisure park. This will create 
500,000 sq ft of new leisure activities 
and experiences, doubling the size 
of the existing facilities, including 
replacing the popular council-owned 
family Aquadrome fun pool and 
leisure centre.

 Alongside this will be a 
200,000 sq ft designer outlet village, 
focusing on aspirational brands at 
affordable prices to complement the 
town centre’s existing retail offer.

 A computer-generated image 
(right) showing how the park could 
look in the future has been created by 
NewRiver. Residents will be actively 
encouraged to give their thoughts on 
what they would like to see, with the 
first stage of public drop-in sessions 
outlining early ideas scheduled for later 
this year.

 Extensive work is underway to 

draw up proposals for a planning 
application to be submitted in 2020. 
This will include discussions with 
existing operators about the future. 
Long-term options for a new ice 
rink will be explored, subject to a 
suitable operator being able to make 
it economically viable to run and there 
being sufficient demand for it.

 Talks with potential occupiers about 
bringing new attractions to Basingstoke 
focus on leisure experiences for 
families, high-adrenaline pursuits and 
state-of-the-art virtual reality e-sports. 
The Milestones Museum will remain in 
place.

 As a highly complex project that 
would be delivered in carefully planned 
phases, it is estimated that work could 
start on the new leisure park from 
2023, subject to planning permission.

 Cabinet Member for Property 
and Development Cllr John Izett 
said: “Working with NewRiver, we 
are planning well ahead to give all 
our residents the best, most modern 
and interesting leisure facilities in the 
UK on their doorstep in the future. 
Such massive private investment 
in completely transforming our now 
ageing leisure park is a huge vote of 

confidence in the borough. In time it will 
make Basingstoke the leisure capital of 
the Thames Valley, boosting jobs and 
prosperity in our borough.”  
 Jamie Whitfield, Development 
Director for the project at NewRiver 
REIT plc, said: “This is an exciting 
and important project that will both 

create something special and have 
national appeal. We are making good 
progress in bringing together a first-
class design team and planning our 
extensive community engagement 
programme, which we will share 
further details about over the 
summer months.”
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Pride at borough’s unsung heroes

Improvements to bin collections

Business park is booming
The transformation of Basingstoke’s 
central business district Basing 
View is well underway.

Key milestones in the council’s 
ambitious project are being reached, 
with progress being made on plans for 
a new £20 million business-class hotel, 
the completion of a key new office 
building and work to bring in a major 
Basingstoke business to the site.

In May, planning permission was 
granted to Village Hotels for a new 153 
room business-class hotel, including a 
restaurant and café. Building work is 
due to begin this summer with the hotel 
expected to open in autumn 2019. 

Construction work on the new five-
storey Florence building is expected to 
be completed by the end of July. Built 

to the highest design standards, the 
office will provide excellent business 
facilities for companies looking to move 
to Basing View. Secure parking for 203 
cars, 24 electric vehicle fast-charging 
points and 48 secure and covered 
cycle spaces will also be on offer.

A planning application which will 
see Basingstoke-based Eli Lilly and 
Company move to Basing View is also 
due to be decided by the council this 
summer.

The company is expected to 
relocate to a new and modern 45,000 
sq ft office in the heart of the business 
district, subject to planning permission. 

For more information on Basing 
View visit www.basingview.co.uk 

Help to buy event

Opening for businesses
Local residents, businesses and 
start-ups will receive vital support 
when the new Top of the Town 
Enterprise Hub opens later this 
summer.

Supported by the council 
as part of the Town Centre 
Programme, the new facility 
located at 8 Church Street will 
create an enterprise community 
space where business advice and 
mentoring, along with workshops, 
networking, retail space and 
office services will be provided by 
IncuHive.

If you have a new business 
idea or need a helping hand with 
growing your business, pop in for 
a coffee and a chat.

An innovative Basingstoke 
college teacher was just one of 
many unsung community heroes 
celebrated at this year’s Place to be 
Proud of Awards.

The annual awards evening, held 
earlier this month, paid tribute to some 
of the local people and organisations 
that play an important part in making 
Basingstoke and Deane a place we 
can all be proud of. 

The winner of the Inspirational 
Teacher award, sponsored by the 
borough council, was Lynsey Spillane 
(pictured) who works with students in 
the specialised provision department 
at Basingstoke College of Technology 
(BCoT). 

Lynsey has made a huge impact 
inspiring students who can’t access 
mainstream education with a range of 
innovative approaches to help them 
learn. She has introduced flexible 

curriculum and enrichment sessions, 
encourages healthy eating and works 
with the Citizens Advice Bureau to 
encourage students to look after their 
money. Her support is appreciated by 
the partners she works with and, more 
importantly, the students she helps.

Runners-up in this category were 
Ben Alnutt, Head of PE at The Vyne 
School, and Kamilia Bien, a teacher 
at The Loddon School.

Organised by Destination 
Basingstoke and supported by the 
council, the Place to be Proud of 
Awards is now in its 15th year. 

Awards were handed out to winners 
of eight categories, including Community 
Project and Volunteer of the Year.

For more details visit 
www.destinationbasingstoke.co.uk/ 
a-place-to-be-proud-of

People who are interested in 
getting on or moving up the 
housing ladder will be able to get 
information and advice on the 
homes and schemes available, 
including the Government’s Help 
to Buy and shared ownership 
schemes, during a free Help to 
Buy event being organised by 
the council.

The drop-in event will take 
place at the council offices on 
Tuesday 4 September from 3pm 
to 8pm. 

For more information visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
helptobuy

Sir James Lancaster
This month marks the 400th 
anniversary of the death of 
Basingstoke’s Sir James Lancaster, 
who served under Sir Francis Drake 
and established the first East India 
Company English trading post.

Thought to have been born 
in 1554, he lived in the property 
known as Donte’s and Heyron’s 
near the bottom of Wote Street and 
is assumed to have attended the 
school of the Guild and Chapel of the 
Holy Ghost as he left money to it in 
his will. 

His will also established a 
charitable trust for Basingstoke 
residents, administered initially by 
the Skinners’ Company and then by 
Basingstoke Corporation. 

Go garden green
There’s still time to sign up to our 
garden waste service and benefit 
from fortnightly collections.

The popular service offers you 
the chance to have your garden 
waste, such as grass trimmings, 
leaves, twigs, pruning and weeds, 
collected rather than making trips 
to the household waste recycling 
centre. The service, from July, costs 
£19.09 and runs until mid-December.
For more information visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
gardenwaste or call 01256 844844.

Residents in the borough are set to 
benefit from improvements to their 
bin collection service following the 
announcement of a new £44 million 
joint waste contract. 

Working with Hart District 
Council, we’ve awarded the 
joint contract to provide weekly 
household waste and fortnightly 
recycling collections to Serco for the 
next eight years, with an option of 
extending for a further eight years. 

The new contract starts in October 
2018 and work is taking place to 
ensure a smooth transition between 
the two companies. 

Through the new contract residents 
can look forward to benefiting from:
• an improved garden waste

collection service using wheeled
bins and/or reusable sacks

• a new fleet of vehicles
• improved customer service
• improved IT systems which will

improve communication with
residents and the council’s contact

centre on the status of collections
• a bin repair service
• more communication on how to

recycle and initiatives to reduce
misuse of the recycling bins

• collections of clinical waste, bulky
waste and bring sites.

Cabinet Member for Regulatory
Services and the Environment Cllr 
Hayley Eachus said: “Our primary 
objective is to ensure our residents 
receive good value for money. 
Working jointly in partnership with 
Hart District Council has allowed us to 
achieve significant improvements to 
the service provided, while securing 
the most efficient, value-for-money 
service for our residents.

“We’d like to thank Veolia and 
their staff for the service they have 
provided over the last seven years.”

For more information on waste 
and recycling visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bins 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/helptobuy
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/helptobuy
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/gardenwaste
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/gardenwaste
https://www.destinationbasingstoke.co.uk/a-place-to-be-proud-of
https://www.destinationbasingstoke.co.uk/a-place-to-be-proud-of
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Further planning consultation on Manydown 

New benefit system

Have your say on Winklebury regeneration

Fancy trying your hand at bowls this 
summer?

You’ll be welcome at Howard Park 
Bowling Club in Russell Howard Park 
where members enjoy regular matches 
as well as an active social calendar.

The popular club is also hoping 
to attract more disabled players after 
its clubhouse has been redeveloped 
with support from a council Local 
Infrastructure Fund grant of £150,000. 

The club plans a new pitched roof, 
wall insulation and double glazing and 
a new layout inside the clubhouse to 
create a larger lounge and social area.

This will improve facilities at the 

club’s base, increase capacity, make it 
more accessible for all, improve energy 
efficiency and attract more members.

The introduction of a wheelchair 
ramp, already funded separately by the 
borough council, will encourage more 
disabled players onto the green and the 
club is planning to introduce short mat 
bowls inside the clubhouse in the winter 
months. 

The club is fundraising for 
the remaining £30,600 to complete 
the project. 

For more information visit 
www.howardparkbowls.co.uk

Universal Credit has now been 
rolled out across Basingstoke 
and Deane.

Managed by the Department 
for Works and Pensions (DWP), 
Universal Credit is a new simpler, 
single monthly payment which 
gives working age recipients one 
organisation to deal with instead of 
three. This combines benefits such 
as Housing Benefit and Job Seeker’s 
Allowance into one payment which 
will be paid monthly into a bank 
account.

Following the changes, people of 
working age making new applications, 
or as their circumstances change will 
have to apply for Universal Credit. 
Applicants will need to have access to 
the internet and a basic bank account. 

If you need help or support 
claiming online there are 
community venues across the 
borough you can go to. For more 
information about the support 
available visit www.basingstoke.
gov.uk/universal-credit

Residents across Winklebury will 
get a chance to have their say on 
long-term regeneration plans for 
their area at a community event 
this month.

The borough council will be joined 
by Hampshire County Council and 
VIVID at a stall at the Winklebury Gala 
on Saturday 30 June to discuss the 
regeneration of Winklebury with 
local residents.

Officers will be on hand at the event 
at Winklebury Playing Fields from 
1pm to 5pm to talk through ideas for 
regeneration and hear from residents.

This is also a chance to ask 
questions about the proposed 
new ALDI store, the future of the 
Winklebury Centre and the latest on 
the redevelopment of Harlech Hall. 

A drop-in event is also planned 

Plans to create new communities 
at Manydown in a way that brings 
huge benefits, as well as much 
needed housing, for the borough 
has been given a boost with the 
selection of the UK’s leading 
master developer Urban&Civic.

The borough council and 
Hampshire County Council, as 
joint leasehold owners of the land 
west of Basingstoke, are set to 
work alongside Urban&Civic in a 
partnership to create the Manydown 
development, embracing Garden 
Town principles.

 Backed by global charitable 
foundation the Wellcome Trust, 
Urban&Civic has over 25 years’ 
experience of creating great places 
to live, including the highly-regarded 
Alconbury Weald development (right) 
in Cambridgeshire.

 The company’s approach 
recognises the importance of early 
investment in place making and 
infrastructure, such as community 
facilities, roads, parks and schools, 
and actively supports local small and 
medium-sized house builders.

 An outline planning application 

Club bowled over by improvement grant

to take place in the autumn and will 
provide an update on proposals for the 
area and local feedback received from 
the community. 

For more information visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
winklebury-regeneration 

Pupils from Castle Hill Primary School share their ideas for the future of Winklebury.

has already been submitted by the 
borough council and county council 
for up to 3,520 new homes, plus 
businesses, community facilities, 
schools and a new 250-acre country 
park on the northern part 
of Manydown. 

 Further consultation by the 
borough council, as planning authority, 
was due to start shortly, at the time 
of going to press, on changes to 
the application made in response 
to initial feedback. This comes 
before a planning decision is made, 
likely to be later this year. The main 
changes focus on the design of the 
main junctions giving access to the 
development from the A339 in the 
north and the B3400 in the south. 

U N I V E R S A L 

CREDIT

Income 
Support

Working 
Tax Credit

Child Tax 
Credit

Housing 
Benefit

Employment 
& Support 
Allowance

Jobseeker’s 
Allowance 

LIKE TO HELP SHAPE

MANYDOWN GARDEN TOWN

- ONE OF THE UK’S KEY 

DEVELOPMENTS?

Basingstoke – Monday 20 
to Thursday 23 August 2018
(10am to 3.30pm) 

Four-day workshop 
for 13 to 21 year olds

This summer holiday workshop will 
include sessions on designing new 
places and creating communities. 
You will be able to choose a topic, 
carry out research and develop your 
own ideas on how to make the new 
Manydown development, west of 
Basingstoke, a great place to live.

Reductions in the height of buildings 
in sensitive areas around the edge 
of the Worting Conservation Area 
are also proposed, in response to 
feedback.  

For more information on 
the planning application 
consultation see the page on 
the borough council’s website 
at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
manydownplanning

A series of factsheets giving more 
information on the changes, and 
other information updates on 
elements of the planning application, 
are available on the project website 
at www.manydownbasingstoke.co.uk

To apply for a space visit 
www.manydownbasingstoke.co.uk

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/manydownplanning
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/manydownplanning
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/winklebury-regeneration
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/winklebury-regeneration
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/universal-credit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/universal-credit


In the winter edition of 
Basingstoke & Deane Today we 
first introduced you to Horizon 
2050 – a project involving lots 
of different organisations and 
people setting a clear vision 
about what is important and right 
for the future of the borough. 

Basingstoke and Deane 
is a great place to live today 
thanks to the well-thought-out 
and bold long-term decisions 
taken in the 1960s, ‘70s and 
‘80s, which planned our current 
infrastructure. Through the 
Horizon 2050 initiative, the 
aim is to set an ambitious and 
aspirational shared vision to 
ensure that residents have high 
quality homes, jobs and leisure 
and community facilities for 
decades to come. This will drive 
and provide the foundations for 
far-reaching decisions about the 
future, setting the direction for 
the council and its partners’ work.

Through detailed research 
and consultation that has 
already taken place involving 
residents, businesses and 
partner organisations, 
Horizon 2050 has developed 
a draft vision for the future of 
Basingstoke and Deane borough.

Now is your chance to have 
your say on the shared vision set 
out over these two pages.

The ambition is to make sure that by 2050 the borough will be renowned for having the best of both worlds: 
a thriving, modern town with excellent facilities and extensive, beautiful countryside with vibrant rural towns 
and villages. 

New and existing communities, employment, culture and leisure are all part of the story of Basingstoke 
and Deane’s growth – a modern vibrant and sustainable location that offers exciting business and job 
opportunities, coupled with a fantastic quality of life. The key themes are detailed across these two pages.

The homes we’ll live in
To meet future demand there 

is a need to build more homes. 
These homes will need to suit 
modern living, growing families, 
changing work patterns and ageing 
populations. This means addressing 
concerns about quality, design, space, 
affordability, sustainability and the 
living environment. Infrastructure such 
as roads, broadband, schools and 
community facilities will be planned 
and delivered alongside, if not before, 
housing developments, ensuring that 
residents continue to benefit from 
top-class services and facilities. Building 
and enhancing a sense of community 
in new and existing developments alike 
will have equal importance. 

Economy and 
entrepreneurship

Maintaining a range of jobs across 
all sectors while strengthening the 
innovation culture and attracting 
inward investment remains a priority. 
Partners will work to strike a balance 
between developing new business 
areas and regenerating existing 
economic hubs while also ensuring 
that the local workforce is skilled and 
equipped for the future. This continued 
economic success will double the size 
of the economy by 2050 and preserve 
the borough’s strong economic 
position.

Transport
To ensure residents can continue 

to move around freely, a rapid, 
automated transport system — 
including a network of cycling and 
walking routes — will provide a great 
alternative to car travel. This network 
will link all communities to the heart 
of Basingstoke and essential services 
within the borough, such as the 
hospital and train station, within 20 
minutes. New types of technology to 
promote electric and hybrid vehicle 
use should also be encouraged, while 
improving infrastructure to deliver 
better connectivity across the borough 
and outwards — to Heathrow, Reading 
and beyond. 
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Environment 
Nature is recognised as having 

its own value and worth, including 
land, waterways, flora and fauna. In 
the future, priority habitats will be less 
fragmented and better connected. 
Developed areas will be integrated with 
green spaces and, where appropriate, 
a careful distinction will be made 
between amenity space and precious 
habitats. Maintaining easy access to 
nature and a network of quality parks 
and open spaces is also a priority 
and there will be a much greater 
understanding and appreciation of the 
importance of nature in communities, 
with opportunities for learning and 
involvement.

Sustainability
The borough will work towards a 

future that is more sustainable, 
energy and waste efficient as well as 
self-sufficient. This means reducing the 
impact on the environment, improving 
local air and water quality, and building 
homes, workplaces and infrastructure 
to exemplary sustainable standards. 
Partners will work together to create a 
place renowned for renewable energy, 
working towards generating all the 
energy we use and consuming all the 
waste we create.

Education
Promoting a stronger, more 

adaptable and resilient education 
system is an integral part of the 
Horizon 2050 vision. Well-planned 
educational provision will be delivered 
from birth into adulthood. Going 
further, establishing a new form of 
higher university-level education will 
help to bridge the gap within the 
borough and North Hampshire. And 
ultimately the attainment, achievement 
and wellbeing of young people and 
students can be improved. 

Healthy and resilient 
communities with influence

Regeneration efforts will 
breathe new life and soul into 
ageing neighbourhoods without 
compromising local character. People 
will be encouraged to take ownership 
of shared spaces to influence their local 
area. And the borough will build on its 
reputation for providing outstanding 
sports, leisure and recreational facilities 
for all ages and abilities. Meanwhile, 
continuing to invest in the town centre, 
highlighting the different strengths 
and identities, will ensure Basingstoke 
remains a vibrant, central hub for the 
wider South East.  
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Progress your career or start 
a new hobby this September.

shape

design

engineer

create your future

Explore our great range of new part-time professional 
and leisure courses at bcot.ac.uk/enrol.

Advertisement

Horizon 2050 is keen to hear your 
views on the draft vision that’s 
been created through work with 
local partners, businesses and 
residents, underpinned by 
research and evidence papers.

By having your say your 
feedback will inform the 
development of the final vision, 
which is due to be adopted by 
the borough council and its 
partners in December.

You can view the full draft 
Horizon 2050 vision and link 
to the online response form at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
horizon2050 

If you have any queries about 
how to take part in this consultation 
or would like to request a paper 
response form, please contact the consultation helpline at 
Horizon2050@Ipsos-MORI.com or by Freephone: 0800 141 3968. 

The consultation will run until Sunday 19 August. 

Have 
your 
say

bcot.ac.uk/enrol
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/horizon2050
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/horizon2050
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New charge to boost communities

Looking forward to meeting you

Community furniture shop re-opens for business

Basingstoke and Deane’s new 
Mayor Cllr Sėan Keating and his 
wife Gwen as Mayoress are looking 
forward to meeting and chatting 
with as many local people as 
possible in the year ahead. 

They have a busy calendar of 
Mayoral events and are keen to find 
out what the community is doing – 
whether it’s fundraising for charities, 
performing music and the arts, helping 
others or just having fun.

“I love talking to people, and 
that’s why I’m supporting three 
‘people’ charities this year – Mencap, 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare and 
Naomi House & Jacksplace,” said 
Cllr Keating. 

“These charities cover a whole 
spectrum of people – from children to 
the elderly, and those with physical 

New house rules

Planning control

Go ahead for Buckskin

and mental difficulties – and meet the 
needs of many.”

Born in Blarney, Co Cork, Ireland, 
Cllr Keating jokes that he kissed 
the legendary Blarney Stone before 
coming to England at the age of 17 in 
search of work. “And I’ve not stopped 
talking since,” he said.

The Mayor is a familiar figure in 
the community as he has been a 
councillor in South Ham since 2000. 
He is particularly active in supporting 
local housing issues and involved 
in the Westside Community Centre. 
He was instrumental, with his fellow 
councillors, in getting a new Methodist 
church in South Ham built in 2005.

He and Gwen, who had 
four children and have eight 
grandchildren, regularly attend 
St Joseph’s Church in South Ham.

A major flood alleviation 
scheme to protect Buckskin 
residents, supported by the 
borough council and led by 
Hampshire County Council, 
will start in late summer. 

The £6.24 million initiative 
follows severe flooding in the 
area in early 2014. Funding has 
also come from the Government’s 
Flood Defence Grant in Aid 
and the Thames Regional and 
Coastal Committee Local Levy. 

Phase one will consist of 
upgrades to ditches and culverts 
while phase two will enhance natural 
flood storage and new drainage. 

New licensing rules for houses in 
multiple occupation (HMOs) will 
come into effect on Monday 
1 October 2018.

Currently a house in multiple 
occupation must be licensed if it 
has three or more storeys and is 
occupied by five or more people.

The Government is extending the 
scope of mandatory HMO licensing 
and this extension will apply where 
certain HMOs are occupied by 
five people or more in two or more 
households, regardless of the 
number of storeys. 

This includes any HMO which is 
a building or a converted flat where 
householders lack or share basic 
amenities such as a toilet, personal 
washing facilities or cooking 
facilities. It also applies to purpose-
built flats where there are up to two 
flats in the block and one or both are 
occupied as an HMO. 

For more information visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/houses-
in-multiple-occupancy

The borough is set to benefit from 
an infrastructure boost of up to £21 
million after the council’s proposals 
to introduce a charge on new 
development in the area were adopted. 

This community infrastructure levy 
charge on some new developments 
will help fund transport improvements, 
schools and community, sport and 
recreation facilities around the borough 
up to 2029. 

Previously the council only received 
money from developers for facilities 
specifically related to development 

schemes. But now, having started on 
Monday 25 June, the new community 
infrastructure levy raises funding to 
go into a ‘pot’ that could be used for a 
range of schemes to benefit the wider 
area.

A proportion of the money collected 
will be passed to parish and town 
councils to spend on local community 
priorities. 

For more information visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
community-infrastructure-levy

Old Basing and Lychpit residents 
have said ‘yes’ to having their 
own Neighbourhood Plan.

A referendum held on Thursday 
7 June supported the proposal 
for a plan which will give the local 
community more say on future 
development in the parish. It 
includes policies to help preserve 
important features of the landscape, 
protect iconic views and local green 
spaces, deliver a suitable mix of 
housing to meet needs and ensure 
development reflects the distinctive 
local character of the parish.

The new Neighbourhood Plan 
forms part of the development plan 
for the area and will be used in the 
consideration of relevant planning 
applications.

Old Basing and Lychpit 
Neighbourhood Plan is the latest to 
be adopted - seven neighbourhood 
plans are already in place in the 
rural parts of the borough. These 
are Overton, Oakley and Deane, 
Bramley, Whitchurch, Sherborne St 
John, Sherfield-on-Loddon and St 
Mary Bourne.

Kingsclere’s Neighbourhood 
Plan has recently had a successful 
examination and is due to go to 
referendum in September.

Basingstoke’s newly-refurbished 
Community Furniture Project has 
re-opened its doors for business – 
with plenty of stock on the shelves.

The charity runs a popular shop in 
Joule Road selling donated furniture 
and recycled household items to local 
people at low cost.

All the funds raised at this shop, 
and a second shop in Newbury, are 
used to support disadvantaged people 
in the community, including adults 
with learning and physical disabilities, 
mental health problems and young 
people not in mainstream education.

Training opportunities at the 
Basingstoke site include learning skills 
in woodwork, re-upholstery, electrical 
repair, bicycle repair, forklift truck 
driving, IT and compiling databases.

The borough council has 
supported the charity over the past 
three years with Community and 
Voluntary Sector Programme grants 
totalling £55,803 and a LIF grant 
of £25,200 for a capital project 
which has paid for the new flooring, 
improved lighting, accessible toilet 
and a fire alarm system.

Over the next three years, the 
council will also provide a further 
grant totalling £53,862 to the charity 
to further develop its Five Steps 
training programme.

For more information, including 
opening times, making donations 
and purchases please visit 
http://cfpnewbury.org or call 
01256 320700.

Our planning service plays a 
central role in controlled growth 
in the borough, delivers the Local 
Plan and maintains housing 
supply, including affordable 
housing. 

In 2017/18, we approved 37 out 
of 42 major planning applications 
and 1010 of 1059 ‘other’ planning 
applications – a 95% approval rate. 
We successfully defended 80% 
of appeals made against refused 
planning applications. 

Major planning applications for 
residential developments include 
those proposing more than 10 homes, 
such as the Manydown development, 
and commercial developments over 
1000 sq metres of floorspace. 

Minor developments are one to 
nine homes or less than 1000 sq 
metres of commercial floorspace 
and other developments are defined 
as extensions and alterations to 
residents’ homes.

Find out more at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planning

Thumbs up for plan

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/community-infrastructure-levy
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/community-infrastructure-levy
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Young people in the borough lead the way

Love park life in the borough

Children and families are being 
invited to enjoy the borough’s parks 
and open spaces through an exciting 
week of free events for this year’s 
Love Parks Week.

Events and activities will take place 
from Friday 13 July to Sunday 22 July 
2018 in some of Basingstoke’s well-
known parks.

The Keep Britain Tidy initiative, run 
by the borough council in partnership 
with numerous organisations and 
community groups, offers people of all 
ages a number of ways to explore the 
borough’s fantastic green spaces free of 
charge. 

Parks and open spaces that will 
be hosting the events include the War 

Parks survey

Give us your views on the 
borough’s parks and green spaces 
– and how you’d like to see them
improve in the future.

We’re asking residents to fill 
out our Parks and Green Spaces 
Visitor Survey at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/parksurvey 
and let us know how we could 
improve local parks and green 
spaces for residents and visitors.

Sporting chance

A small athletics centre and 
winter lighting has been provided 
at Berrydown Sports Ground 
in Overton to encourage 
more activity and improved 
performance.  
 A grant of £51,500 from the 
council’s Local Infrastructure Fund 
- together with help from Overton
Parish Council and Overton
Recreation Centre - has funded
the lighting, a new long jump run
up and pit and a throwing circle.
The facilities are used by all
ages but will help promote youth
development in particular.

Planting ideas for peace with children’s competition
Young people in the borough will be 
bringing some peace to a new garden 
in War Memorial Park this autumn.

Children aged from four to 16 are 
invited to design a plaque depicting 
what ‘peace’ means to them in this 
competition. 

The design could be a picture, a 
poem or text about peace - but it must 
be an original idea and inclusive to 
everybody.

The best 10 entries will be chosen 
to be imprinted onto bronze plaques 
which will be set into the floor of the 
children’s area at the Basingstoke and 
Deane Peace Garden, ready for the 
opening on International Day of Peace 
on Friday 21 September.

The Peace Garden will be a quiet 
community space for people of all ages 
to enjoy as a lasting celebration of 
peace and reconciliation.

To take part in the competition, 
find out more and download the 
plaque template visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/peacegarden 
or email peacegardenadvisorygroup 
@basingstoke.gov.uk to request 
a paper template for your design. 
Entries must be in black and white, 
not colour and the closing date is 
Friday 13 July.

Memorial Park, Eastrop Park, Old Down 
and Stratton Park and the activities on 
offer will reflect four main themes – play, 
explore, exercise and relax.

Throughout the week there will 
opportunities for youngsters to play, 
including a session for them to build 
and sail their own boats at Eastrop Park 
on Wednesday 18 July and take part in 
craft sessions at the Discovery Centre 
on Saturday 14 and 21 July. 

For budding explorers there will be a 
bug hunt and butterfly walk on Saturday 
21 July, pond-dipping on Tuesday 17 
July and a bat walk on Thursday 19 
July. To keep active during the week, 
two parkruns will take place at War 
Memorial Park on Saturday 14 and 
21 July as well as a cycle ride through 
Beggarwood on Monday 16 July and 
a number of health walks around the 
borough. 

Stratton Park will also come alive 
on Sunday 15 July when a special 
Junior parkrun will take place with all 
participants encouraged to come along 
in wildlife fancy dress. 

For more information about this 
year’s Love Parks Week please visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/loveparks 
or pick up a leaflet from your local 
community centre, Discovery Centre 
or the reception at the council offices 
on London Road.

Young people in Basingstoke and 
Deane are helping to set the agenda 
this year with the launch of a new 
Youth Forum. 

The borough council’s Children, 
Young People and Families (CYPF) 
team facilitated the first event in April, 
inviting young people to have their say 
on the biannual Streetz project. 

They gave their views on the 
current programme, which offers 
young people the chance to take part 
in activities during the school holidays, 
and offered suggestions on what to 
change. 

The forum was set up following 
the re-launch of a Youth Network 
Forum last year for those who work or 
volunteer with young people, offering 
them the chance to share ideas and 
best practice. 

The council is offering further 

support to those who work with young 
people, having invested in a package 
of training opportunities. 

A group of 10 people who either 
work or volunteer with young people in 
the borough are studying for an NVQ 
Level 2 in Youth Work in conjunction 
with YMCA George Williams College, 
covering topics such as safeguarding 
and challenging behaviour. 

A package of 17 training courses 
is also available to youth workers for 
a subsidised cost, giving those who 
work with young people the chance to 
develop their skills and knowledge. 

Topics include anti-bullying, 
understanding self-harm and 
managing peer pressure. 

Courses can be booked via 
Basingstoke Voluntary Action (BVA) 
website www.bvaction.org.uk 

The council’s Cabinet Member for 
Communities and Community Safety 
Cllr Simon Bound said: “It is very 
important for young people across 
Basingstoke and Deane to have their 
voices heard and I am glad they are 
able to have their say through the new 
Youth Forum.

“The popular Streetz sessions 
offer young people in the borough 
a chance to try out new activities 
so it’s wonderful that young people 
have been involved in shaping 
the future of the programme and 
offering suggestions on how it can be 
improved.”

You can find out more information 
about the CYPF team 

 @Basingstoke-Children-Young-
People-Families-Team 

Eastrop Park will host events during Love Parks Week.

Heath is blooming!

Visitors to Wigmore Heath in 
Tadley will notice a change for 
the better this summer. 
Volunteers have been working 
with our Natural Environment 
Team on tree and grass clearance 
work to restore the heath to its 
original state.

Heather and other rare plants 
that have been lying dormant for 
decades are now blooming and 
the area is home to lizards, wild 
flowers and many species of bird.

https://www.facebook.com/cypfteam/
https://www.facebook.com/cypfteam/
mailto:peacegardenadvisorygroup@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:peacegardenadvisorygroup@basingstoke.gov.uk
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This year’s 
Basingstoke 
Festival – 
the seventh 
successive 
event – is 

currently in full swing but there’s still 
plenty of time to enjoy its offerings 
before it finishes (Sunday 8 July). 

The 2018 theme is ‘Art in Unusual 
Places’ and audiences have already 
discovered a wonderful variety of 
events such as the fascinating Binaural 
Dinner Date, Fluid Motion’s All in the 
Mind Festival and Exit 6’s Guardians 

film screening. There’s also been 
street theatre from Dick Danger, L_ve 
Hangman and a Festival Place flashmob.   

And there’s lots more to come, 
regardless of whether you want to 
watch or participate. Why not paint 
a Basingstone, design your own 
microbiome or join in with the Ragroof 
Players’ Tea Dance? 

You can visit exhibitions and 
installations – such as The Exchange 
by Scratchbuilt – or sit back and listen 
to live music in Eastrop Park, the White 
Hart and the Tea Bar. The latter venue 

is also the location for Wild, Weird 
and Wonderful Tales.

Theatre-wise, take in BU21, 
Revolution, The Band and Too Much to 
Bear, and if you’re a dance fan, you won’t 
want to miss Happy Feet: 100 Years 
of Dance Crazes and Bill and Bobby, 
a performance which starts in a bath 
and goes on to pay tribute to the classic 
dancing partnerships of the silver screen. 

Keep up-to-date by following 
 @BstokeFestival 

 @basingstokefestival or visit 
www.basingstokefestival.co.uk 

#artselfie

We commissioned acclaimed 
local artist Kev Munday to create 
a special piece of work for this 
year’s Basingstoke Festival 
featuring music, theatre and 
visual arts alongside some town 
landmarks.

Keep your eyes peeled for 
the special board – why not 
take a #bfkevselfie with it?

Arts funding 

This year’s Basingstoke Festival 
secured an Arts Council grant of 
£14,708. This has enabled us to 
support a number of events and 
commission new work, such as the 
Ragroof Players’ Tea Dance. Just 
look for the “supported by” logo in 
the festival programme. 

A show of support for theatre company

B LOVE music festival is just the ticket!

Raising awareness of and 
supporting mental health is a key 
focus for Basingstoke’s Fluid 
Motion theatre company.

Supported by the borough council 
and a key player in the Basingstoke 
Festival, the theatre company creates 
professional touring work on a range 
of mental health themes, as well as 
delivering education and community 
projects.

The council first funded Fluid 
Motion from 2015 to 2018 to deliver 
the Theatricals weekly drama group 
for adults with disabilities. A further 
three year programme grant has been 
awarded until 2020/21 to support 
three key projects focusing on adults 
with dementia, substance misuse and 
psychosis. 

These projects are in addition to the 
company’s All in the Mind Festival, its 

outreach programme and 
volunteering scheme.  

Fluid Motion’s professional touring 
work and projects engage around 
22,000 people a year. Their next 
show Too Much to Bear will preview 
on Friday 6 July at 6pm in the Willis 
Museum as part of Basingstoke 
Festival. See What’s On page 11 for 
more information.

Get ready to share the love of live 
music when B LOVE music festival 
blasts into town on Saturday 7 and 
Sunday 8 July.

Featuring an incredible mix of 
music across six stages, top headline 
acts and a whole raft of free family-
friendly activities, the music festival has 
something for everyone.

Pick from a day or weekend ticket 
and get ready to enjoy live music 
and family entertainment from over 
70 acts in the War Memorial Park, 
Basingstoke.

Secure a Saturday ticket to see 
rising star dance DJ and producer 
Wilkinson, whose top five hit ‘Afterglow’ 
sold 500,000 copies and gained 65 
million YouTube views. 

‘Put your hands on’ a Sunday ticket 

to be entertained by rock band and 
popular festival performers Reef, who’ll 
play their hits alongside songs from 
their new album ‘Revelation’. 

The festival is supported by the 
borough council and programmed 
by the B LOVE Forum. It will see 
Basingstoke-born performers share 
the spotlight across the stages - Main, 
Amped, Electric Soup, SunJam, Love 
Bass and Verbal Remedies – each 
of which will showcase the talent of a 
particular genre of music. 

Younger festival-goers will have 
plenty to keep them entertained 
including free storytelling, arts and 
crafts, face painting, music workshops, 
a percussion playground and a magical 
forest filled with surprises. 

More incredible family entertainment 

Outdoor viewing

For the first time we offered three 
nights of magical outdoor cinema 
screenings for Pictures in the Park 
and each time the tickets were 
snapped up.

Over 1,500 people will enjoy the 
movies – Dirty Dancing, Grease and 
The Greatest Showman - under the 
stars in War Memorial Park. 

More to be discovered at festival

will come in the form of Ride, an 
innovative outdoor performance by 
Zoielogic Dance Theatre (Saturday) 
and spectacular aerial show ‘Belly 
of the Whale’ from Ockham’s Razor 
(Sunday).

Deputy Leader and Cabinet 
Member responsible for arts and 
culture Cllr Terri Reid said: “This 
year’s festival is bolder and better 
than ever before, offering a diverse 
mix of music, displays and family-
friendly activities. 

“It’s really exciting that thanks to 
the hard work of the B LOVE Forum, 
Basingstoke-born performers will be 
sharing the same stage as chart-
topping acts and hot new talent in 
their genre of music. Tickets are 
selling fast so don’t miss out!”

www.blovemusic.com

BUY 
YOUR 

TICKETS 
NOW

ADULT
DAY £10 // WEEKEND £15

13 to 17 YEAR OLDS
DAY £2 // WEEKEND £3

UNDER 12s
FREE*

Plus booking fees. Concessions are available. *when accompanied by a paying adult (18+). 

See the full line-up and buy tickets 
at www.blovemusic.com 
Keep up-to-date with B LOVE news 
by following  @Blovefestival
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June
I Do!

  Runs until Thursday 5 July 
  The Willis Museum and Sainsbury 
Gallery
 10am to 5pm (Tuesday to Friday), 
10am to 4pm (Saturday)
 Free 

This stunning exhibition tells the stories 
of the personal choices made by 
brides-to-be as they prepare to say ‘I 
do’ and shines a spotlight on wedding 
dress fashions over the past 250 years. 

  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.
uk/willis-museum 

ARt Basingstoke 
  Runs until Sunday 8 July
Various locations
 Free 

Alter your perceptions of Basingstoke 
as you follow the augmented reality 
art trail around town, including the 
station, Basing View, The Malls, Festival 
Place,Top of the Town and anywhere 
in between. Jointly commissioned by 
Basingstoke Festival and Festival Place.

  www.basingstokefestival.co.uk 

Basingstones 

  Runs until Sunday 8 July
  Various locations
 Free 

Simply paint a rock, leave it somewhere 
for someone to find and hopefully 
brighten their day! If you are lucky 
enough to find a Basingstone, post 
a photo of it on the Basingstones 
Facebook page, re-hide it somewhere 
new for someone else to discover and 
spread some smiles.

 @basingstones

Wild, Weird and Wonderful 
Tales by Sarah Liisa Wilkinson 

  Wednesday 27 June 
  The Tea Bar
7.45pm
 Free

Storyteller Sarah Liisa Wilkinson and 
Basingstoke band Wherewithal bring 
you a spellbinding and musical night 
of fairytales for adults, with the strange, 
scary and very grown-up bits kept in. 
Suitable for ages 16 and over. 

  www.basingstokefestival.co.uk

Tea Dance 
with the Ragroof Players 

  Saturday 30 June
Church Cottage, 26 The Street, 
Old Basing, RG24 7BW 
 2pm to 5pm 
 Free

A fantastic participatory event featuring 
DJs for discerning dancers playing 
authentic music from the 1920s to 1950s, 
vintage costumes, glorious dance 
displays, the company’s trademark 
instant dance classes, and a chance 
for everyone to trip the light fantastic.

  www.ragroofplayers.co.uk

World Party 
  Saturday 30 June
 Eastrop Park
 10am to 6pm
 Free

Extraordinary performances will include 
Bollywood dancers, Afro-Caribbean 
dance, FatBoyz and Bhangra. Pick up 
a bazaar bargain, browse food stalls, 
take part in free workshops and enjoy 
the park. 

Stopgap Dance Company 
presents Bill and Bobby 

  Saturday 30 June 
 Festival Place (outside M&S) 
 Free 
 12noon and 3pm

Two friends awake in the bath after 
a night on the town and pay a tipsy 
tribute to the dancing partnerships of 
the silver screen in this celebration of 
the golden era of good old-fashioned 
entertainment.

  www.stopgapdance.com 

JULY
Happy Feet - 100 Years of Dance 
Crazes in 100 Minutes!

  Sunday 1 July
 The Malls
 1pm
 Free

A non-stop dance-a-thon through the 
decades led by the Ragroof team of 
Fabulous Flappers, Disco Divas, and 
Latino Groovers. Starting with a cheeky 
Charleston and moving through Big 
Band Swing, Rock ‘n’ Roll and Hand 
Jive without missing a beat on to the 
present day. No dance experience or 
partner needed.

Too Much to Bear 

  Friday 6 July 
Willis Museum
 6pm 
 Free, donations welcome

Using Fluid Motion’s distinctive 
autobiographical style, this is an 
intensely personal performance with a 
historical perspective telling the story 
of a man, his great-grandfather – a 
stretcher bearer during WWI - and 
touching on mental health issues. 
This scratch performance is followed 
by a Q&A.

 www.toomuchtobear.eventbrite.
co.uk 

The Band 
by Levantes Dance Theatre 

  Friday 6 July
  Proteus Creation Space
 7.30pm
 £5

With awe-inspiring dance, theatre and 
circus, striking aesthetics and a rousing 
soundtrack, this is the quirky, humorous 
tale of Sandy and Bruno, one-hit 
wonders attempting a big comeback.

  www.proteustheatre.com/festival 

Let’s Do the Time Warp 
  Saturday 7 July
  Whitchurch Silk Mill
 10am to 4pm
 Free (donations welcome)

Create some brilliant artwork to be 
buried in a time capsule at the Mill. 
Wessex Film and Sound Archive will 
also be screening local footage in their 
new Mobile Cinema. 

info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk

Overton Scarecrow Festival
Friday 13 to Sunday 15 July 
 Overton Recreation Centre and 
surrounding Overton village
  12 noon to 4.45pm 
  £2 on the door, £1.50 

with pre-purchased programme
A packed programme of events, 
activities, music and stalls, including 
arena competitions, falcon display 
and fun dog show. Wheelbarrow 
racing on Friday evening, live music at 
Scarecrow Rocks on the Saturday. 

www.overtonscarecrowfestival.uk 

Sherfest
 Saturday 14 July
  Sherfield Park Community Centre
  12 noon to 8pm
  Free

An annual event with live music, bar, 
BBQ, inflatables, face painting, 
ice-cream, and lots more. 

 01256 883967
  www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk

Chineham shopping centre
 ADVERT
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chinehamshopping.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/basingstones/about/
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willis-museum-and-sainsbury-gallery
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willis-museum-and-sainsbury-gallery
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/too-much-to-bear-scratch-performance-tickets-45476709061
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/too-much-to-bear-scratch-performance-tickets-45476709061
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This edition of Basingstoke & Deane Today was written, designed and 
published by the communications team at Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council. Printed by Newsquest Media Group Ltd. It is also available online at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bdtoday
© Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council – June 2018. 

For further copies, please call 01256 844844 
or email communications@basingstoke.gov.uk

This newspaper is also available in other 
formats including large print. For a copy, 
please call 01256 844844. 
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Contact your council
Online click:
www.basingstoke.gov.uk

  @BasingstokeGov
for service updates and 
the latest news from the council.

By SMS message, text:
07797 877006

BT text relay:
1800101256844844

By phone, call:
The contact centre on 01256 844844.
The contact centre is open Mondays to 
Thursdays from 8.30am to 5.30pm and 
on Fridays from 8.30am to 5pm (except 
bank holidays).

For emergencies relating to council 
services outside normal hours call 
01256 844844 and stay on the line to be 
connected with the out-of-hours service.

In person, visit: 
The Civic Offices in London Road, 
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH
Open Mondays to Thursdays from 
8.30am to 5pm and on Fridays from 
8.30am to 4.30pm (except bank 
holidays).

By post, write to:
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council, Civic Offices, London Road, 
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH

Your borough councillor
Find yours at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
mycouncillor or call 01256 844844.

If you’d like to advertise in Basingstoke & Deane Today please 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bdtoday or call 01256 844844 
for more information.

Advertise with us

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council gives no warranties in relation 
to the content of any advertisements 
placed in Basingstoke & Deane Today 
and shall have no liability for any losses 
howsoever caused by or related to 
those advertisements. Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council makes no 
endorsement whatsoever with regard 

to any advertisements or any products, 
services or other offers featured in any 
advertisements placed in Basingstoke & 
Deane Today. Any views or comments 
expressed in any advertisements placed 
in Basingstoke & Deane Today are those 
of the advertiser and are not to be taken 
as reflecting the views or opinions of 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.

Bank holiday 
bins

For emergencies during this time 
call 01256 844844 to be transferred 
to the out-of-hours service.

There will be no changes to the 
bin collections over the 
summer bank holiday (Monday 
27 August). So put your grey bin 
out on your usual day before 
7am, together with your green bin 
if it is on your normal recycling 
collection week.

We’re on the right route to improved cycling

WAR MEMORIAL PARK 
BASINGSTOKE RG21 4AG

MUSIC // 6 STAGES

SAT 7 
SUN 8 

ARTS // DANCE // FAMILY

Buy your tickets now: www.blovemusic.com
ADULT
DAY £10 // WEEKEND £15

13 TO 17 YEAR OLDS
DAY £2 // WEEKEND £3

UNDER 12s
FREE

@blovefestival

Advertisement

Get on your bike and enjoy the 
beautiful borough landscapes.

We’re encouraging more cycling 
this summer by providing a number of 
new bike-related initiatives.

Look out for even more cycle 
parking popping up in Basingstoke 
town centre – secure pods and a 
shelter for six more cycles will soon 
be installed next to The Anvil and 
discrete cycle parking facilities will be 
introduced at the Top of the Town.

We’re also working with the 
Breeze Cycling instructors to deliver 
‘confidence’ sessions and guided bike 
rides for women – find out where and 
when at www.letsride.co.uk/breeze 
or join the  @breezingstoke

In addition, our transport officers 
have been working with partners at 
Hampshire County Council to improve 
the cycle lanes when major road 
improvements are made throughout 
the borough. 

A recent feasibility study has 
included recommendations to find 
more opportunities to join up existing 
cycle routes – to keep you better 

connected when out cycling.
And finally, look out for a new 

online and downloadable interactive 
cycle network map early next year 
which aims to provide cyclists with 
bespoke routes to suit their journeys – 
this will also include points of interest 
such as museums and schools, as 
well as the locations of our cycle 
parking facilities.

The council’s Cabinet Member for 

Planning and Infrastructure  
Cllr Mark Ruffell said: “With lighter 
nights and warmer days, there’s really 
no excuse for not getting on your 
bike and exploring the borough. It’s a 
fantastic way to get fit and have fun 
with family and friends.”

For more information about cycling 
in the borough visit 
www.basingstoke/cycling 
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www.basingstoke.gov.uk/cycling
https://www.facebook.com/breezingstoke/
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor



