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People of all ages joined forces 
to pay tribute to those who 
served in the First World War 
as the centenary of Armistice 
Day was marked on this year’s 
Remembrance Sunday.

Poppies were proudly worn and 
planted on consecrated ground near 
Basingstoke War Memorial and at 
other memorials around the borough 
as crowds honoured the brave 
soldiers who fought and gave their 

lives in the 1914 to 1918 conflict and 
other conflicts.

  A series of family events were 
held, including a craft workshop to 
make poppies, and British Legion 
Silent Silhouettes were positioned 
around Basingstoke town centre to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the end of hostilities. 
 
See page 9 for more on the First 
World War centenary. 

Residents will be able to keep 
tabs on when their bin is being 
collected following the start of a 
new waste contract.
 A brand new fleet of 44 waste and 
recycling trucks has already taken to 
the streets and residents will be able 
to keep track of when their weekly 
waste and fortnightly recycling is 
collected with improved customer 
communication set to be launched 
before Christmas.
 The £44 million contract has 
been awarded to Serco jointly by the 
borough council and Hart District 
Council and will run for the next eight 
years, with an option of extending for 
a further eight years. It replaces the 
previous contract with Veolia.
 Residents are set to benefit from 
improvements to their bin collection 
service, including a reduction in 
joint service costs, new vehicles, 
improved bin store signage in flats 
and improved real-time information on 
the status of bin collections. 
 A joint waste contract for Hart 
and Basingstoke was first agreed in 
2011 and has delivered significant 
savings for both councils over the 
past seven years. The retendered 
joint arrangements ensure the best 
possible service and continued 
value for money for residents in both 
council areas. 
 Cabinet Member for Regulatory 
Services and the Environment 
Cllr Hayley Eachus said: “Our primary 
objective was to secure a good 
deal for our residents. Working in 
partnership has allowed us to achieve 
significant improvements while 
delivering the most efficient, value 
for money waste and recycling 
collection service.”

See page 5 and page 12 for more 
on recycling and bin collections in 
the borough.

Leisure Park 
Ideas for the 
future  
See page 3

Basingstoke
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Protecting high quality front line services 

Welcome... to the 2018 winter edition from Council Leader Cllr Clive Sanders

Did you know you can sign up for 
email updates on council services, 
news and events?

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/signup 

Sign up

Ward changes 
Ward boundaries will be changing 
in the borough at next year’s all-
out elections in May 2019.  
 The Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England 
(LGBCE) has carried out a review 
of the current ward boundaries for 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council with a view to balancing 
the number of electors served by 
councillors across the borough.  
 As part of the review residents 
were invited to have their say on 
what the new ward boundaries 
should look like through a series of 
public consultations. 
 Taking into consideration the 
views given, the commission has 
drawn up the final recommended 
ward boundaries. 
 These are available to view 
from Tuesday 27 November 
at www.lgbce.org.uk/all-
reviews/south-east/hampshire/
basingstoke-and-deane

Happy living here

It’s official - living and working in 
Basingstoke and Deane makes us 
happy! 
 According to a national survey, life 
satisfaction in the borough is higher than 
in 2012/2013 and our happiness levels 
are above the English average.
 The Office for National Statistics’ 
Personal Well-being in the UK: April 2017 
to March 2018 report looks at levels of life 
satisfaction, feelings that the things done 
in life are worthwhile, and people’s levels 
of happiness and anxiety. 
 It shows that life satisfaction, feeling 
things are worthwhile and happiness 
levels in Basingstoke and Deane are 
statistically higher than in other parts of 
England overall in 2017/18. 
 You can share the love and tell us 
why you think the area is a fantastic 
place to live, work and visit by using 
#LoveBasingstoke on Facebook, 
Twitter or Instagram.

Keeping weekly bin collections and improving other front line services and facilities, while only 
adding £5 a year to the average council tax bill – those are the proposals for the borough council 
budget from April 2019.

Budget facts
• The proposed borough

council tax is likely to again
be the lowest of all districts
in Hampshire and one of the
lowest in the country.

• Yet the amount spent per person
by the council each year is
the highest of the districts in
Hampshire and the seventh
highest of all English districts.

• Of every pound spent by the
council on providing services,
only 16p comes from the council
tax and 14p from fees and
charges. Whereas 34p comes
from the rents on commercial
properties owned by the council
that also keep the economy
thriving. The other 35p comes
from interest on investments,
business rates, other grants
and income.

• Good management of the
council’s extensive commercial
property portfolio is set to bring
in over £1.6 million extra in rents
to help pay for council services
this year without putting more
burden on council taxpayers.

Very strong financial management 
has put the council in a sustainable 
position, despite rising costs and 
demand for services and a huge 
reduction in Government funding. 
These pressures are set to increase 
in the coming years, but the council 
is still keeping enough ‘rainy day 
funds’ to cope with uncertainty and 
challenges.

 Savings of £12.5 million have 
been found by the council over the 
last 10 years without impacting 
residents’ front line services. And the 
council is looking at innovative ways 
it can reduce costs and bring in more 
money, including setting aside £2 
million to invest in new technology to 
streamline services. 

 There are proposals to invest 
£6.5 million more in local facilities, 
including improving community 
buildings, play areas, the War 
Memorial Park skate park, The Anvil 
and The Haymarket.

 Additional support for vulnerable 
people includes an extra £850,000 
for disabled facilities grants to help 
residents stay in their own homes 

and a new scheme to give council tax 
reductions for 18 to 25-year-old care 
leavers (see page 4).

 The borough council took the 
decision, unlike many other councils, 
to use some of the money it gets from 
the government for each new home 
built to create a fund to help pay for 
improvements in local communities, 
identified by the communities 
themselves. Since 2014, this Local 
Infrastructure Fund has committed 
over £6.2 million to 88 local projects, 
many highlighted in this edition.

 The council is investing in major 
projects for the future, such as 
Manydown (see page 4) and 
Basing View. But it is also making 
the best use of partnerships with the 
private sector to bring regional class 
facilities to the borough without the 
need for public funding. For example, 
proposals to revitalise the council-
owned Basingstoke Leisure Park will 
ensure residents have top class free-
time facilities in the future without the 
investment of public money, thanks 
to a £300 million investment by 
developer NewRiver (see page 3).

Give your thoughts on the budget priorities
The final decision on the budget will be taken at a Council meeting in 
February 2019. To find out more about the budget proposals, and have 
your say in a consultation running until Wednesday 2 January 2019, 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/budget2019 

 Cabinet Member for Finance, Service Delivery and Improvement 
Cllr Robert Tate said: “Unlike many councils, we are protecting – and often 
improving – our front line services, as well as supporting vulnerable people. 
Our focus is on providing value for money for our residents by finding more 
efficient ways to deliver our services, including using new technology.

 “We are also investing our own resources in delivering projects – such as 
Manydown and Basing View – that will provide a great future for our borough 
and bring in extra funds to help balance the budget in years to come.”

As we get closer 
to Christmas it 
is time to look 
backwards 
and forwards. 
Looking back 
on the year we 
can celebrate 
major steps 

being made on Manydown, 
Basingstoke Leisure Park and 
Basing View. Looking forward, 
we have changes to borough 
council wards and a new era for 
Basingstoke and Deane.

 As this copy of Basingstoke 
& Deane Today hits doormats, 
information on the changes to wards 
in the borough, which are likely to 
mean fewer councillors, will be issued 
by the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England. 

 On Thursday 2 May there will be an 
election in all of the wards and all of the 
seats in the borough to officially put these 

changes in place. But for now, I’d like to 
wish you all a happy Christmas and a 
peaceful and prosperous new year.

www.lgbce.org.uk/allreviews/south-east/hampshire/basingstoke-and-deane
www.lgbce.org.uk/allreviews/south-east/hampshire/basingstoke-and-deane
www.lgbce.org.uk/allreviews/south-east/hampshire/basingstoke-and-deane
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Ideas for new attractions at leisure park

Opening doors to more affordable homes
A young couple have the keys to one 
of 12 much-needed affordable homes 
in the Brookvale area of Basingstoke, 
thanks to a collaboration between 
Sovereign Housing Association and 
the borough council.

The council agreed to transfer the 
land it owned surrounding the garages 
at the corner of Lower Brook Street and 
May Street to Sovereign to provide more 
affordable housing.

Although Sammy and her fiancé 
Terry (pictured) have been together for 
five years, and engaged for three, they 
have not been able to share a home 
before. They previously stayed at the 

YMCA, which could not offer them a 
room as a couple.

Sammy, who is studying kitchen 
fitting at Basingstoke College of 
Technology, said: “It took at least a week 
for the shock to wear off that we had our 
own home. We love being able to come 
in, shut the door and relax in our own 
space.” 

The former garage site now holds 
eight two-bedroom homes and four 
one-bedroom flats, offering a mix of 
affordable rented and shared ownership 
properties, with off-road parking for 
residents and visitors, and individual 
front and back garden spaces. 

Business boost

Residents, entrepreneurs and 
businesses can access advice and 
support to help start or grow at an 
exciting new business space in 
Church Street.
New enterprise hub IncuHive is 
now open thanks to support from 
the council.
 For more information visit 
www.incuhive.co.uk

Hundreds of bright ideas for 
the proposed transformation of 
Basingstoke Leisure Park were put 
forward by residents at a three-day 
engagement event.

Over 1,500 visitors of all ages 
attended the drop-in sessions in 
Basingstoke at The Malls and the 
Aquadrome organised by NewRiver 
REIT (NewRiver). The developer will 
fund the £300 million revitalisation of 
the council-owned park with no public 
money needed for the rebuild. 

The exhibition (pictured right), held 
in October, offered an opportunity to 
learn more about what exciting new 
free-time experiences could be possible 
at the park. An interactive ‘ideas wall’ 
captured ideas from visitors that covered 
everything from climbing walls to 
innovative entertainment. 

This is the first step in NewRiver’s 
long-term programme for the leisure 
park, and the feedback from the local 
community will help to shape plans. 
NewRiver are analysing the feedback 
and there will be meetings with 
community and specific interest groups 
in the coming months.

The next phase of community 
engagement will take place in the 
second half of next year when NewRiver 
will present more detailed proposals.

Cabinet Member for Property and 
Development Cllr John Izett said: “In 
the future the plan is that Basingstoke 
will be the place to come to for the best 
and latest leisure experiences and 
excitement in the UK. We want the 
best for our residents and this fantastic 
new leisure park and designer outlet 
centre will be right here on the doorstep. 
Importantly, this project will bring other 
benefits, including 2,000 jobs.”

Development Director at NewRiver 
Jamie Whitfield said: “The majority of 
people that we spoke to understand that 
the park needs investment. It is very 
important to us that we are providing 
facilities that the local community want to 
see. Listening to people’s ideas will help 
us to shape our proposals.” 

Residents can see the panels from 
the exhibition and make comments at 
www.futurebasingstokeleisurepark.
info

What is proposed? 

• Doubling the leisure facilities
to 500,000 sq ft, including a
new Aquadrome centre to be
operated by the council

• 200,000 sq ft designer outlet
centre

• cafes, coffee shops, bars and
restaurants

• external event space

• a park that carefully balances
increased access to a free
outdoor space for picnics,
activities and educational
opportunities with biodiversity
on Saunders Field

• retention of the existing
Milestones Museum and

• exploring the potential to keep
existing activities and facilities 
– the ice rink, cinema and
indoor skydiving.

Dog warden Laura leads the way
Our dog warden Laura Yeates 
(pictured) has been awarded gold 
by the RSPCA for the fourth year 
running in recognition of her tireless 
work with stray animals.
 The RSPCA Footprint Award 
acknowledges the quality of the 
service provided by Laura and the 
environmental health team in the 
treatment and welfare of stray dogs. 
This includes its out-of-hours service and 
the initiatives and partnership working 
done to promote responsible ownership. 
 Laura routinely deals with strays in 
public areas and works with a number 
of rehoming charities to find places for 
unclaimed dogs. The environmental 
health team and the community safety 
patrol officers support the service by 
dealing with dog welfare issues, noise 
complaints relating to dog barking and 
dog fouling complaints. Medieval makeover 

The new Knights Realm Adventure 
Golf course is now open on the site 
of Basingstoke Golf Centre at West 
Ham Leisure Park, Worting Road 
and it’s already proving very popular 
with local families. The mini golf 
facility has 18 holes and includes a 
pulley system over water.

For more information visit 
www.knightsrealm.co.uk 

www.futurebasingstokeleisurepark.info
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Young people with designs on Manydown 
An orchard where visitors can pick 
fruit, outdoor exercise bikes to 
charge mobile phones and a coffee 
van driving around open spaces 
were among the innovative ideas for 
the new Manydown development 
put forward by young planners and 
designers.
 Local teenagers with an interest in 
creating great places for people to live 
presented their proposals to councillors 
in October, following a four day summer 
workshop.
 Offering the chance to work alongside 
experts in urban design and planning 
places giving an insight into architecture, 
buildings, art and green spaces, the 
workshop encouraged 13 to 21 year olds 
to choose a topic, carry out research and 
develop their own ideas.
 Representatives of master developer 
Urban&Civic were involved in the 
workshop. Urban&Civic is set to work 

alongside the borough and county 
councils in a partnership to build
Manydown as a ‘garden community’,
under a development agreement
currently being finalised.
 The outline planning application for 
the northern part of the Manydown land 
to the west of Basingstoke, owned on a 
long lease by the borough council and 
Hampshire County Council, is in the last 
stages of being considered. A decision 
is due to be made in the new year on 
the plans for 3,520 new homes, plus 
businesses, community facilities, schools 
and a new 250-acre country park.
 At the time of going to press, revisions 
are being made to the proposals, 
mainly in response to feedback from 
the highways authority, which will be 
consulted on during the winter.

For more information see www.
manydownbasingstoke.co.uk

Have your say on transport plan
Local people are being asked to give 
their views on a draft transport strategy 
to help improve local accessibility and 
make journeys easier in the future.

The public consultation on the 
document, produced in partnership with 
the highways authority Hampshire County 
Council and backed by the EM3 LEP, will 
support the delivery of the Basingstoke 
and Deane Local Plan 2011 to 2029 
and consider longer-term improvements 
needed beyond that time.  

It highlights concerns that could 
worsen if improvements are not made, 
such as traffic congestion, an inability of 
public transport to compete with 
the car and poor quality walking and 
cycling routes.

The draft transport strategy proposes a 
range of measures for improving transport 
in the borough including:
• improving access to and within

the town centre
• creating new developments which are

well-planned and integrated with the

existing transport network
• providing a step-change in the quality

of local public transport
• developing high quality priority

strategic walking and cycling corridors
• managing journey times and reliability
• maintaining strong strategic transport

connections
• forward planning for the transport

network.
Cabinet Member for Planning and

Infrastructure Cllr Mark Ruffell said: “I hope 
as many residents as possible will give 
feedback on this draft transport strategy. 

“Local opinion is invaluable since 
transport plays such a major role in all our 
lives and the content of this document will 
help to play a future role in that.”

See the draft transport strategy and 
have your say before Monday 28 
January by visiting www.hants.gov.uk/
basingstoketransportstrategy
or call 01256 844844 for a paper copy. 

Care leavers’ support

Horizon views 

Nearly 1,500 people told us what 
they thought the borough should 
be like in the future as part of the 
Horizon 2050 project. 

Residents and representatives 
of businesses, specialist interest 
and community groups and other 
organisations took part in telephone 
surveys, focus groups and 
interviews or responded to 
the consultation.

All the responses from over 
1,400 hours of conversations will 
be considered and used to help 
set a clear vision about what is 
important and right for the future of 
the borough. 

This shared vision is set to 
be considered in December by 
councillors and the Basingstoke 
Area Strategy Partnership, which 
brings together organisations from 
different sectors to focus on local 
issues in a coordinated way.

To find out more and give 
your feedback visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
horizon2050

Young care leavers aged 
between 18 and 25 are to receive 
help with council tax payments to 
support them as they move into 
their own homes.

From 1 April 2019, the borough 
council is to give young people 
leaving the care of Hampshire 
County Council a reduction on 
their council tax bill. The move 
comes after the Children’s Society 
highlighted care leavers as being at 
risk of getting into debt.

Discounts of 100% will be given 
to those aged between 18 and 21 
solely responsible for their council 
tax, with the discount reduced by 
25% each year until their 25th 
birthday, to encourage financial 
independence.

Discounts of 50% off the council 
tax bill for the property will be given 
to a care leaver who lives with 
another adult, with a 25% reduction 
for those who live with two or 
more adults.

Helping the homeless all year
Big-hearted Basingstoke residents 
called for Real Change to be made to 
the lives of homeless people in the 
borough – so we made it happen.
 After the success of the Real 
Change Not Loose Change campaign, 
raising over £40,000 since 2016, 
the Social Inclusion Partnership is 
building on the commitment to tackling 
homelessness by launching a year-
round campaign.
 This will highlight the local services, 
initiatives and charities which support 
the most vulnerable and socially-
excluded people in the area.
 Offers of donations and support 
continued to flood in after this year’s 
fundraising campaign ended, and so the 
partnership agreed to carry on giving to 
various projects throughout the year. 
 First to benefit from donations will 
be the Night Light Winter Shelter 

which will open its doors again on 1 
December, offering 15 bed spaces until 
February 2019 to those who would 
otherwise be sleeping on the streets 
over the cold winter period. 
 Night shelter guests will have access 
to rough sleeping support services, 
a clinical psychologist service and 
health check-ups, with a warm 
welcome and support from volunteers 
and local church members.
 Deputy Leader Cllr Terri Reid 
said: “People in Basingstoke have 
really shown how much they care for 
the most vulnerable people in our 
community. By making Real Change 
a year-round initiative, it means that 
people can always give their support 
locally by donating money, their time or 
items to local charities as an alternative 
to giving money directly to a person 
sleeping on the streets.”

Pupils at Fairfields Primary School 
raised money for Real Change by 
selling hot chocolate.

Report hate crimes
Have you experienced hate 
crime or seen it happen to 
someone else? 

Hate incidents are motivated 
by hostility and prejudice towards 
someone’s actual or perceived 
race, religion, disability, gender, 
age or sexual orientation and 
become hate crime when a 
criminal offence is committed such 
as assault, harassment or theft. 

If you see this behaviour, 
please report it to the police by 
calling 101 or the Basingstoke 
and Tadley CAB branches on 
03444 111 306.

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/horizon2050
www.hants.gov.uk/basingstoketransportstrategy
www.hants.gov.uk/basingstoketransportstrategy


5Basingstoke & Deane Today

Reduce your use of plastics

Our team of arboriculturists manage 
an estimated 80,000 individual trees 
and over 100 hectares of woodland 
in the borough all year round.
 They also protect important trees 
using tree preservation orders as well 
as advising on the environmental 
impact of planning applications 
received by the council.
 The council places huge 
importance on protecting and 
enhancing our natural environment and 
trees make an enormous contribution 
to the quality of the places where we 
live and work. 

 In Basingstoke, trees cover 
around 15.8% of the total land area, 
with increasing coverage in the wider 
borough. 
 All council-owned trees growing 
close to roads, property or well-used 
areas of public space have a scheduled 
inspection to check they are safe. 
Occasionally a tree officer will identify 
a problem, such as disease, and tree 
surgery work will be carried out by our 
contractors Gristwood and Toms.

Find out more at www.basingstoke.
gov.uk/trees

Residents have told us they want 
to recycle more. Together with 
Hampshire County Council, the 
disposal authority, we are always 
looking at sustainable ways to 
recycle more materials. 
 Back in 2014 we introduced 29 mixed 
plastic bring banks at 10 sites across the 
borough to recycle items such as plastic 
pots, tubs and trays. Unfortunately, there 
has been a drop in demand for this type 
of recycling in the UK. If we kept the bins 
the mixed plastics would be incinerated 
elsewhere and not recycled. As we 
already incinerate our waste in the 
borough we have chosen to remove 
the banks. 
 While this is disappointing, we 
are focusing on looking for a new 
sustainable market, encouraging our 
local supermarkets to reduce their use 
of plastic and feeding in our views to 
Government.
 We can all also look to reduce our 
use of plastics in our everyday lives, 
but don’t forget plastic bottles - such 
as bleach bottles, plastic milk bottles, 
shampoo bottles or drinks bottles - can 
still be recycled through your green bin 
at home. 

Tree team branch out in the borough

Go electric?
People are being asked to give their 
views on electric charging and how 
more support can be provided for 
charge points in the borough. 
 Through an online survey, the 
council would like to hear from 
people about their current and future 
aspirations for electric charging points 
in Basingstoke and Deane. There are 
currently two electric charging points 
situated in Central Car Park and 
Churchill Way Car Park. The survey 
responses will help to inform decisions 
on future charging points.

Have your say by 
Sunday 13 January 2019 at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/ev-survey 

Top five tips to use less plastic  
• Take a look at what plastic you’re

throwing away every day and ask
yourself if you really need it.
For example, to keep leftover
food fresh cover it with a plate or
a bowl instead of cling film.

• Avoid excess food packaging
– farm shops, greengrocers,
markets and larger supermarkets
offer loose fruit and vegetables.
Choose unpackaged items where
possible to reduce plastic use.

• Swap disposable for reusable.
Take a reusable cup when you
go to buy your daily coffee or
tea. Take your own reusable bag
when shopping instead of using
plastic bags and bring your own

knife and fork to work for any 
takeaway lunches.

• Say no to plastic straws – when
going out for a drink refuse
plastic straws and instead
encourage pubs and cafes to use
cardboard straws.

• Take time to dine in – seek out
unpackaged food wherever
possible, make your own ‘real
food’ whenever you can, or take
the time to dine in instead of
getting takeaway food in plastic
containers.

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
recycle

Our teams are out and about 
clearing leaves across the borough. 
The teams collected 360 tonnes of 
fallen leaves in 2016 and over 430 
tonnes in 2017. 

As well as clearing leaves, crews 
use equipment such as power 
brushes and driven sweepers to 
keep pavements and other public 
areas free from dirt and moss. The 
winter programme of leaf collection 
and other duties runs until January. 

To see when your area is 
scheduled to be cleared visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
leafclearance

Autumn leaf fall 

Keep on trucking!

One vehicle-mad little boy’s dream 
came true when he enjoyed 
the chance to sit in our waste 
contractor Serco’s refuse truck.
 Three-year-old Antonio 
Ramsay visited the waste 
company’s depot with his mum 
Linda for a guided tour by Serco 
manager Guy Baber, then donned 
a bright yellow hi-vis jacket for his 
chance to sit in the truck’s driving 
seat.
 Linda, from Sherfield-on-
Loddon, said: “Tony is obsessed 
with trucks and waves to the refuse 
collectors every week. He was so 
excited to actually climb into the 
truck’s cab and told everybody 
about his adventure afterwards!”

Green Flag awarded to town’s parks
Two of the borough’s parks have 
been recognised once again as 
among the best in the country by the 
Green Flag Awards. 

Eastrop Park has been awarded 
Green Flag status for the 19th year 
running, while War Memorial Park has 
received the same award for  

the 11th year in a row. 
These awards are nationally 

recognised as a sign of quality, 
indicating a well-managed, clean 
and safe park with excellent visitor 
facilities. They have been given to the 
council by environmental charity Keep 
Britain Tidy. 
 Eastrop Park has a boating lake, 
children’s paddling pool, play areas and 
a tree trail. War Memorial Park, which is 
home to many festivals throughout the 
year including B LOVE, offers visitors 
a children’s play area and attractive 
historic parkland, a skate park, sports 
pitches and all-weather tennis courts. 
It also boasts a woodland walk and 
an aviary. 

For more information about local 
parks visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
local-parks

The Parks and Streetscene team celebrate another year of Green Flag success.

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/recycle
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/local-parks
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/local-parks
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/trees
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/trees
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leafclearance
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DIY broadband
Residents and businesses in 
Baughurst will soon have access to a 
full-fibre broadband service following 
a funding boost from the council.

Local action group Hampshire 
Broadband Limited investigated 
broadband solutions for the area as 
it was outside of BT’s broadband 
rollout plans.

With £330,000 raised by the local 
community and a £62,500 grant from 
the council, work has been underway 
since the summer to dig the trenches 
and lay 50 kilometres of fibre cable 
needed for the project.

Once completed, the fibre cables 
will be capable of delivering speeds 
of up to 1,000 megabits per second 
to 400 homes in the area, allowing 
businesses to thrive and residents to 
access improved digital services. 
 Cabinet Member for Digital 
Innovation and Inclusion Cllr Hannah 
Golding said: “This is great news 
for residents and businesses in the 
Baughurst area – they can look 
forward to a reliable high speed  
broadband service to enable them to 
connect online quickly and efficiently. 
This project is the result of years of 
determination and effort by members 
of the action group and they should 
be congratulated on their success.”  

Visit www.
hampshirebroadband.co.uk

Basingstoke’s long-awaited 
Peace Garden is now open in War 
Memorial Park for visitors to rest 
and enjoy quiet contemplation.

 The Mayor of Basingstoke and 
Deane Cllr Seán Keating cut the 
ribbon on International Day of Peace, 
Friday 21 September. Basingstoke 

New Peace Garden blossoms 
MP Maria Miller, the Bishop of 
Basingstoke, the Right Reverend 
Canon David Williams, borough 
councillors and representatives from 
local community groups were among 
the guests.
 A circular paved space, with a 
stainless steel reflective ball, pebble 
seats and benches, is surrounded 
by trees, foliage and flowers in the 
corner of the park close to the aviary. 
Ten peace plaques, designed by 
local schoolchildren, are set into 
the ground and a bust of plastic 
surgery pioneer Sir Harold Gillies, 
commissioned by the Rooksdown 
Club, is on a plinth in the border. 
 The garden has been delivered 
by the Peace Garden Advisory Group, 
supported by the borough council and 
local organisations.

Setting up unauthorised 
encampments in a large section of 
the borough has been banned.
 Basingstoke and Deane has 
become the first borough in the county 
and one of a small number nationally to 
be granted an interim injunction by the 
High Court. It prevents unauthorised 
encampments and unauthorised 
developments being set up or 
items fly-tipped within a designated 
area covering the urbanised area 
of Basingstoke town, as well as 
the outlying areas of Bramley and 
Silchester and a small parcel of land at 
Stratfield Turgis. 
 The injunction, granted to the 
borough council and Hampshire 
County Council on Monday 30 July, 
gives greater power to landowners 
and the police and means that anyone 
setting up an encampment in the 
injunction area will be prohibited from 
doing so and will be asked to leave 
immediately. The area covered in the 
injunction captures those communities 
most regularly experiencing the 

negative impacts of unauthorised 
encampments.
 So far the council has successfully 
served the interim injunction on seven 
unauthorised encampments. Further 
evidence is now being gathered in 
preparation for a full hearing.
 Borough council officers began 
gathering evidence to support the 
application for the interim injunction 
back in November 2017. They found 
that from April 2016 to 14 June 2018, 
158 unauthorised encampments 
were recorded on borough council, 
county council and private land 
and the borough council took legal 
action against four unauthorised 
developments. 
 During this time, the borough 
council alone spent approximately 
£264,000 responding to and dealing 
with unauthorised encampments. The 
evidence demonstrated the significant 
impacts experienced by communities 
arising from noise, nuisance, 
intimidation, human excrement evident 
in hedges and on roadside verges, and 

large amounts of household waste left 
by groups in addition to other waste 
including large amounts of fly-tipped 
tree cuttings. 
 Cabinet Member for Communities 
and Community Safety Cllr 
Simon Bound said: “Unauthorised 
encampments in Basingstoke and 
Deane continue to adversely impact on 
our communities. This action has been 
taken given the serious problems these 
encampments regularly cause. Finding 
a long-term solution to deal with 
repeated unauthorised encampments 
has been a top priority for us.
 “This interim injunction is about 
upholding the law, responding and 
listening to the concerns of residents 
and businesses and protecting 
the borough’s green open spaces 
and business areas. It is not about 
persecuting any particular group of 
people or their way of life.” 

To view the full application visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/injunction-
application

Unauthorised traveller encampments banned

Dog walkers told don’t be foul
Dog owners across the borough will 
be educated on the importance of 
responsible ownership as part of a 
borough council campaign.
 Acting on concerns highlighted by 
local communities through reports 
to the council, our community safety 
patrol officers will be working with 
communities to raise awareness during 
the three-month ’Dog fouling and 
responsible ownership’ campaign. 
 Dog fouling can pose a health risk 
as well as being an unsightly nuisance 
on streets and green spaces. 
 The team will be carrying out patrols 
in key locations and will issue on-the-
spot fines to anyone seen not clearing 
up after their dog. 

Some areas of the borough are 

covered by public space protection 
orders. This increases the fixed penalty 
fine for dog fouling to £75 and requires 
dogs to be kept on a lead when 
directed to do so by an authorised 
council officer. 
 The team will also be promoting 
responsible ownership and will be 
reminding dog owners that they are 
legally required to keep their dogs 
under proper control and also to 
ensure their dogs wear a collar and ID.  

If you spot an incident of dog 
fouling, contact the council 
on 01256 844844 or visit www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/report-dog-
fouling

Work to dig the trenches for the fibre 
cables started in the summer.

Getting active 
Residents are getting more active, 
according to the latest Sports 
England Active Lives Survey. 
The annual survey is carried out 
in every local authority across 
England and reports back on 
adults’ physical activity levels. 

The latest figures, which cover 
the period May 2017 to May 2018, 
show that adults in the borough 
have become more active 
compared to results from the 
previous year. The report states 
68.3% of people are now active, 
taking part in over 150 minutes of 
physical activity per week.

Why not try one of our heath 
walks at www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/healthwalks

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/injunction-application
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report-dog-fouling
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report-dog-fouling
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BASINGSTOKE’S BEST
KEPT SECRET
The Restaurant at BCoT is a student run 
training restaurant which is open to
members of the public during term time.

• Fine dining at affordable prices
• Fresh ingredients from local suppliers
• Themed evenings and guest chef nights

BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW 
01256 306306  I  restaurant@bcot.ac.uk 
therestaurantatbcot.org.uk

4 course Christmas 
dinner menu from £25.95 
per person!

Manage your payments online
Residents will soon be able to cut 
down on their paperwork and save 
time by managing their council tax 
account and benefits claims online.

Making it easier to make any 
changes, such as moving house, or 
to access their accounts from their 
smartphone, tablet or computer, 
residents signing up for an online 
account will have 24/7 access to 
information on their council tax bills or 
housing benefit.

By simply searching for what they 
would like to view and logging in, 
residents will be able to get paperless 
bills, change the way they pay and 
apply and cancel discounts.

And it’s not just residents who will 
benefit from the new online service, 
as businesses and landlords will 
also be able to view business rates 

instalments and benefit payments. 
Those looking to make other 

payments and renewals, such as 
residential parking permits, can still do 
this through MyBasingstoke.

This new online approach, which 
is due to go live shortly, supports 
the borough council’s digital drive 
to provide more joined-up services 
and give people more access to the 
council 24/7. 

It has also enabled the council 
to make savings to maintain high 
quality front line services and keep the 
borough’s council tax as one of the 
lowest in the country.

The council signed up to 
the Government’s Local Digital 
Declaration in September, making 
a commitment to working with other 
local public organisations to design 

services that best meet the needs of 
residents, protect residents’ privacy 
and security and deliver better value 
for money.

You can find out more and set up 
an online account by visiting www.
basingstoke.gov.uk or by calling 
01256 844844.

Festival dates set

The dates for 2019 Basingstoke 
Festival have been set and 
organisers are looking forward to 
creating more art in unusual places 
for residents and visitors to the 
borough to discover.

Now in its eighth year,  
Basingstoke Festival will run from 
Friday 21 June to Sunday 7 July 
2019.

For the latest information 
and updates visit www.
basingstokefestival.co.uk or 
follow @BstokeFestival on 
Instagram and Twitter or @
basingstokefestival on Facebook

Brownies voted in favour of local 
democracy when they visited the 
council’s offices.
 Twenty-four girls from 2nd 
Chineham Brownies visited the council 
chamber to find out more about 
Britain’s election process and earn their 
Challenge Badge, which celebrates 100 
years of women getting the right to vote. 
 To give them the chance to find 
out about what it is like to vote, the 
council’s election team set up a mock 
referendum on the proposal that 
‘parents should decide on their child’s 
bedtime’.
 The chamber was transformed into 
a polling station and some Brownies 
took on the election team’s roles to 
monitor the vote.
 Everybody got the chance to cast 
a vote and Elections Manager Jack 
Grounds acted as Returning Officer, 
after the count, to announce that 
the motion had been defeated – not 
surprisingly, with 19 ‘no’ votes to 13 
in favour!
 Jack also took time to talk to the 
Brownies about the Women’s Suffrage 

Chineham Brownies have the X factor

Snap up the 2019 B LOVE ticket offer
Be the first to get your hands on 
a ticket for next year’s B LOVE on 
Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 July in War 
Memorial Park. 
 Buy a cheaper 2019 ticket for 
the live music, arts and family festival 
before 31 May and pay £10 for a day 
and £15 for a weekend adult ticket, £2 
for a day and £3 for a 13 to 17 year old 
weekend ticket and get free tickets for 
children under 12. Concessions are 
available and a booking fee applies.  

Visit www.blovemusic.com for 
more information and to buy 
tickets from 7 December 2018. 
Follow @Blovefestival 

Movement and notable female political 
figures – from suffragette leader 
Emmeline Pankhurst to British Prime 
Ministers Margaret Thatcher and 
Theresa May.
 “The Brownies were very 
enthusiastic and enjoyed taking part – 
they certainly earned their badges but I 
don’t know if their parents would agree 

with the mock election result about 
bedtime,” said Jack. He was supported 
at the event by election team assistants 
David Lloyd and Emma Hayton.

Find out more about local elections 
at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/elections-
and-voting

Plans in place
The parishes of Old Basing 
and Lychpit, and Kingsclere 
are the latest to have their 
neighbourhood plans adopted 
in the borough.
 The two plans will give local 
communities more say on future 
development in their local areas. 
 They include policies which 
will help preserve important 
features of the landscape, protect 
views and local green spaces, 
deliver a suitable mix of housing 
to meet local needs and ensure 
that any development reflects the 
distinctive character of the parish.
 The parishes received their 
official scrolls from Basingstoke 
and Deane Mayor Cllr Seán 
Keating at a reception in October. 
Their plans are the latest to be 
adopted – there are now nine in 
place across the borough. 
  Neighbourhood plans for 
Wootton St Lawrence and 
North Waltham are the latest 
being developed. 

2nd Chineham Brownies set up their own mock election.
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Funding serves up new courts

Mayor celebrates with volunteers

New fitness goal for walking netballers

There was plenty to celebrate when 
45 dedicated volunteers from local 
community groups in the borough 
attended a special tea party at the 
council’s Civic Offices.

The Mayor of Basingstoke and 
Deane Cllr Seán Keating, who 
also volunteered for many years, 
welcomed guests and took time to 

chat to individuals.
“You do the things that others don’t 

do,” he said. “You volunteer your time, 
energy and resources – and we are 
very grateful to all of you.”

The Celebration of Volunteering 
was organised by Basingstoke 
Voluntary Action (BVA) and supported 
by the council as a ‘thank you’ for 

Play improvements

Flushed with success

the wonderful contribution that 
volunteers make to the community. 

There were also words of praise 
from BVA’s new CEO Pat Fitzsimons.

 The volunteers (pictured), 
who received a certificate in 
recognition of their commitment, 
were from Helping Hands for the 
Blind, Kala the Arts, M3 Job Club, 
Age Concern Hampshire, Home-
Start, Neighbourcare, Basingstoke 
Gateway Award Project, Mencap, 
Basingstoke Rape and Sexual 
Abuse Crisis Centre, Heath End 
Village Hall, Samaritans, Telegu 
Association, SeeAbility, Samaritans, 
Basingstoke African Caribbean 
Catholic Association, Naomi House, 
Wolverines, Open Sight, Basingstoke 
Bluefins, Community Furniture 
Project, Hatch Warren Nature Group, 
Kempshott Community Plan and 
North Hampshire Prostate Support 
Group.

A total of 25 organisations 
nominated volunteers. There will be 
further opportunity for community 
groups to nominate volunteers for 
next year’s celebration.

The Mayor and Mayoress Mrs 
Gwen Keating have enjoyed a 
busy year in office so far, attending 
a variety of events including the 
Mayor’s Charity Variety Show. 

Toilets at The Link community 
centre in Tadley will get a 
makeover thanks to a £50,000 
Local Infrastructure Fund grant 
from the council. 
 In addition to new walls and 
flooring, the facilities will also 
incorporate energy-efficient 
measures to decrease water and 
electricity use.

There’s great news for families who 
use Goodman Close play area in 
Basingstoke. 

The park, which is in the 
Brookvale and Kings Furlong ward, 
will be refurbished thanks to a Local 
Infrastructure Fund grant of £60,500. 

The funding will see outdated 
equipment modernised and new 
play equipment installed that will be 
accessible to a wider age range of 
children. The improvements also 
include new fencing and seating.

‘New courts please’, that’s the 
call from Whitchurch Tennis Club 
following a successful funding bid.
 Facilities at the club at the 
Portals Sports and Social ground, 
which serves the communities of 
Whitchurch and Laverstoke, are set 
for improvement thanks to a Local 
Infrastructure Fund grant of £27,900 
from the council. 
 Existing courts will now be 
repainted, the dilapidated practice wall 
will be reinstated, the derelict practice 
area will be refurbished to create a 
new short/mini-tennis court and a 

clear path to the court entrance will be 
created. These improvements will also 
open up access for disabled players. 
 Bob Helsby from Whitchurch 
Tennis Club said: “After many years of 
fundraising and DIY we are delighted 
to receive financial support from the 
council. This will enable us to expand 
the provision of tennis and sporting 
facilities for many sections of the 
community.”  
 
To find out more information 
about the club visit www.
whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk

A group of women have netted 
themselves a new way to stay active 
after joining in the Walking Netball 
sessions held in South Ham.

The course, supported by the 
borough council, has been running 
since September and sees 10 to 12 
women attend each week to enjoy the 

Ready, steady, run! 
This autumn we supported a new 
10-week Couch to 5K running 
fitness group for beginners in 
Tadley. 
 A keen group of new runners 
beat the autumn blues and 
improved their health and fitness at 
the same time via sessions led by 
coaches from Live2Run4Fun. 
 If you’re interested in joining 
a Couch to 5K course contact 
Amy Sambell on 01256 844844.

New surface 
A hard-wearing artificial surface 
will replace the grass at a play 
area in Headley thanks to funding 
from the council.

The key community facility has 
been awarded a £20,000 Local 
Infrastructure Fund grant to pay for 
the new surface for children to 
play on.

Refurbished hall
Even more local social clubs and 
events are now using Kempshott 
Village Hall following a major 
refurbishment project. 

The council awarded a Local 
Infrastructure Fund grant of 
£57,000 to pay for improvements 
to the main hall and a new multi-
purpose meeting space with a 
kitchen. 

The hall, in Stratton Park, 
has seen the social club area 
transformed into a meeting room 
with a refurbished kitchen. The 
main hall has also been improved 
with repairs to the roof, double 
glazed windows and new flooring.

slowed down version of the game of 
netball.

Originally starting at Russell 
Howard Park, the weekly sessions will 
run until Thursday 6 December at 
St Peter’s Church, Pinkerton Road, 
from 10am to 11am.

The game is designed for anyone 
looking to exercise in a relaxed, 
supportive and friendly environment 
and the sessions are aimed at people 
of all ages and abilities. 
 
Sessions cost £3 each. Contact 
wnbasingstoke@gmail.com for 
more information or to register your 
interest in taking part from January.
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Celebrating our heroes 100 years on

A proud family has paid their respects 
to three Basingstoke brothers who 
all saw active service during the First 
World War – with two being killed and 
the third returning home and later 
becoming the town’s Mayor.
 The three gallant servicemen, 
Ralph Pursglove Hailstone, Thomas 
Herbert Hailstone and Wilfrid Hailstone 
(all pictured right) were remembered at 
the Basingstoke Remembrance service 
attended by their nephew, niece and 
great-niece - Brian Hailstone, Janet 
Hailstone and Jacqueline Marsh.
 The eldest, Ralph, was apprentice 
to Messrs John I Thornycroft Ltd and 
signed up to four years’ service with the 
Hampshire Territorial Force as a private 
in 1910. 
 At the outbreak of war he signed 
up and saw action in India and Basra. 
In 1915 The Hampshires dislodged the 
Turks from various strongholds until 
they met with heavy losses. 
Ralph went through the Battle of 

Memorial restored

Basingstoke’s War Memorial was 
restored to its former glory in time 
for the Remembrance Sunday 
and the Armistice centenary 
commemorations. 

The iconic War Memorial, which 
was unveiled in 1923 and carries the 
names of local serviceman who died 
in the First and Second World Wars, 
has been carefully repaired and 
cleaned. 
 Our property team 
commissioned conservation works 
to the memorial to restore the 
bronze figure of Victory and the 
commemorative metal plaques which 
had all been over-painted, and to 
repair the stonework which was dirty 
and damaged.

Cliveden Conservation carried 
out specialised cleaning and repairs 
over four weeks at a cost of £40,000 
to make the listed monument fit for 
the Remembrance Sunday service 
where the Mayor led the wreath-
laying at the foot of the memorial.

Nasiriyeh as if he was charmed - his 
clothing and equipment bore evidence of 
11 shots but he was uninjured.
 He served as a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the Battle of the Somme through autumn 
1916 but was killed by a sniper.
  He was predeceased by his 
younger brother Private Thomas Herbert 
Hailstone, who served with the 1/4th 
(Territorial Force) Battalions, Hampshire 
Regiment and died aged 18 on the 
battlefield in Mesopotamia in January 
1916. 
 Their younger brother Wilfred 
served in the 2nd Dragoon Guards in 
the Cycling Corps and then the Machine 
Gun Corps. After the war he ran Eastrop 
Stores and Dairy in Wote Street until 
it was demolished for the new town 
centre. In 1967 he became Mayor of 
Basingstoke.
 The brothers were grandsons of 
Cornelius Hailstone of Hailstone & Co 
North Hants Cart & Van Works, the 
Chairman of which in 1901 was  

Thomas Burberry, the Gabardine 
inventor who provided trench coats for 
officers in the First World War.

Children in the borough were 
encouraged to get involved in 
remembering the sacrifices made 
by First World War servicemen by 
taking part in a number of events 
100 years after Armistice Day.

The Giant Poppy Get-together 
on Saturday 3 November attracted 
youngsters who helped artist 
Louise Hight create the giant poppy 
which then went on display at the 
Basingstoke Discovery Centre.

On Remembrance Sunday 11 
November, little ones joined Louise 
for a Make and Take Poppy Craft 
workshop in Festival Place as a 
lasting memento of the centenary.

Meanwhile in The Malls, 
there was an afternoon of fun 

entertainment for all the family. 
Thornycroft Girls Milly and Tilly took 
the audience back to wartime Britain 
where they were building cars at the 
Thornycroft factory in Basingstoke. 

Under-sevens were enthralled 
by the ‘Once Upon a Wartime’ tales 
from local storytellers, also in The 
Malls. Both were presented by 
Scratchbuilt Productions.

Four Royal British Legion Silent 
Silhouettes also provided poignant 
reminders of the First World War 
‘Tommies’ around the town centre. 

Young people – and everyone 
else – were encouraged to 
share their Remembrance 
Day photos on social media 
#BasingstokeRemembers.

Progress your career or start 
a new hobby in 2019.

shape

design

engineer

Explore our range of new part-time professional and 
leisure courses starting in January at bcot.ac.uk/enrol.

Advertisement

Wartime arts events

Descendants of the First World War servicemen named on the borough’s War Memorials 
were invited to join the Mayor Cllr Seán Keating for Basingstoke’s Remembrance Sunday 
and Armistice Day centenary commemorations.  
 They joined him at a special reception afterwards where they were presented with 
miniature ‘Tommy’ figures engraved with the names of their loved ones and received 
Remembrance certificates. Here’s just one of the moving stories that have come to light… 

Artist Louise Hight and some of the helpers who created the giant poppy.

www.bcot.ac.uk/enrol
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NOVEMBER
Hansel and Gretel

  Friday 30 November to 
Sunday 16 December

  Venues throughout the borough 
and surrounding areas
 See individual venue

Featuring magical puppets and 
toe-tapping folk songs, join award-
winning Scratchbuilt Productions for a 
journey into the deep dark woods that all 
the family can enjoy together. 

01256 354541
  www.proteustheatre.com

Captain Hook’s Revenge
  Friday 30 November to 
Saturday 8 December 

Tadley Common Methodist Church, 
Newchurch Road, Tadley 
 Friday 7pm, Saturday 5pm 
 £6, £4 concessions 

Captain Hook plots his revenge on Peter 
Pan, with the help of a crocodile and a 
poisoned cake. Peter Pan, the inhabitants 
of Neverland, the Darling family and the 
crocodile have other ideas. Tickets must 
be booked in advance.  

0118 9816106
  christchurchplayers.weebly.com

DECEMBER

Christmas with The Vyne’s 
Victorian family 

Saturday 1 December to 
Tuesday 1 January
  The Vyne, Vyne Road, 
Sherborne St John
 11am to 3pm
 Free with normal admission

Beautifully decorated for the first time 
since The Vyne’s roof project, explore 
the house for the magical splendour of a 
Victorian Christmas. 

  www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne 
 thevyne@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Traditional  Tudor Christmas fayre 
  Saturday 1 December
  Basing House, The Street, Old 
Basing
11am to 4pm
 £2 adults, £1 ages 16 and 17, 

 15 and under free
Join Henry VIII for a wonderfully festive 
shopping experience with a Tudor twist. 
Enjoy seasonal activities and purchase 
locally-made gifts. 

01256 463965
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/

whats-on

Christmas Fayre

  Sunday 2 December 
Viables Community Centre, 
Viables Craft Centre
 2.30pm to 5pm
50p per person or £1.50 for a 

family of three or more
A fun-filled family fundraising 
afternoon. Children can take part in 
Christmas craft activities, have their 
faces painted and visit Santa in his 
grotto. 

 01256 473634
  office@viables.org.uk

A Christmas Carol 

  Tuesday 4 December
 Milestones Museum, 
Basingstoke Leisure Park
 7pm
 £15 adult, £9 child, £40 family (2+2)

Step back into Victorian England to 
be enthralled by Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol in the streets of 
Milestones Museum at night.  

 01256 639550
  www.milestonesmuseum.org.uk/
events 

Highclere Castle Christmas Fair

  Wednesday 5 to Thursday 6 
December  
 Highclere Castle 
 £25 per person 
9.30am morning tickets and 12pm 

afternoon tickets
Admire the spectacular Christmas 
tree, enjoy the carols and shop for all 
your festive gifts at the stalls in the 
State Rooms and courtyard. These 
two days are in aid of Thames Valley 
Air Ambulance and St Michaels & All 
Angels Church, Highclere.  

01635 253210
 theoffice@highclerecastle.co.uk 
www.highclerecastle.co.uk

Walking in a winter wonderland
Step outside this winter to get 
healthier, raise your happiness 
levels and make friends.
 Join around 800 people taking 
part in our health walks held at many 
locations around the borough. Suitable 
for all fitness levels, from beginner to 
more experienced walkers, they are 
free and fun. 
  In Overton (pictured), for example, 
there are two Monday morning walks 
– one takes 60 minutes and goes at a
medium pace and one 90 minute walk
which is more challenging at a brisk
pace.

And the colder, darker nights are 
certainly not a reason to stand still. 
Our regular Wednesday evening 
walks around Basingstoke town are 
so popular we are running evening 
winter wonderland walks to the end 

of December - the last Wednesday in 
December is a mince pie and hot drink 
walk!
 We’re also planning to add a new 
Hatch Warren and Beggarwood walk 
to our weekly calendar of health 
walks and we would like to hear from 
anyone who would be interested in 
becoming one of its leaders. The walk 
will start and finish at the Beggarwood 
Community Centre.

To view all of the walks currently 
taking place visit www.basingstoke.
gov.uk/healthwalks or contact 
Elinor Gold on 
01256 845284 or email 
healthwalks@basingstoke.gov.uk 
to find out more about joining a 
health walk or becoming a health 
walk leader.

Historic Whitchurch Silk Mill has 
been preserved for the future after 
a £2.1 million restoration project. 
 The Grade II listed building, which 
opened on the banks of the River 
Test in 1815, is the oldest silk mill 
in Britain still in its original building 
which produces silk using Victorian 
looms and hydro-powered machinery. 
After extensive refurbishment, the 
Georgian gem has been restored to 
its former glory.
 With a grant of £1.7 million 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
£500,000 raised by the Whitchurch 
Silk Mill Trust, the bell tower, roof and 
wheelhouse have been repaired.
Other improvements to the interior 
include conservation of the late 19th 
and early 20th century winding, 

warping and weaving machines, 
allowing traditional skills to be learned 
by today’s trainee weavers. 
 There is now better access to the 
original building, a great new café, a 
larger shopping area where visitors 
can buy products made at the mill, 
and more interactive and fun facilities 
for young visitors.
 A new educational programme 
has been introduced, there’s more 
display space in the museum and a 
new lift has been installed to make 
the middle and top floors accessible 
to all.
 The mill is supported with ongoing 
funding from the borough council.

For more information visit www.
whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk/mill

Refurbished silk mill’s doors open 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks
https://christchurchplayers.weebly.com
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/whats-on
www.milestonesmuseum.org.uk/events
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Christmas Fair
 Thursday 6 December 2018
 Gill Nethercott Centre, 

Whitchurch
 5pm to 7.30pm
 Free

Shop for festive gifts from local artisans 
and enjoy an evening with live music, 
hot food and good company. 

 01256 896270
  www.gillnethercottcentre.org.uk 

Santa’s Christmas Party 

  Friday 7 December to 
Sunday 9 December  

The Haymarket
Various times 
 £13 (includes £2 booking fee). 

 Infant in arms ticket available. 
Christmas is the busiest time of 
year at the North Pole. But this year 
somebody has been up to mischief. 
Meet Santa afterwards, where every 
child will receive a special present. 
Suitable for ages two to seven.  

 01256 844244
 www.anvilarts.org.uk 

Mayor’s Carol Service 2018  
  Sunday 9 December
  St Joseph’s Catholic Church, St 
Michael’s Road, RG22 6TY
 7pm
 Free

The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, 
Cllr Seán Keating, invites you to join 
him at the Mayor’s Civic Carol Service.

  www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
carolservice 

Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs 

  Thursday 13 December to 
Sunday 6 January 
  The Anvil
 Various times
 Various prices

Mirror mirror on the wall, this is the 
must-see panto of them all. Starring 
Dani Harmer (CBBC’s Tracy Beaker) 
and Chris Pizzey (Basil Brush’s Mr 
Stephen) - join the Wicked Queen, 
handsome Prince, seven mischievous 
dwarfs, and of course, Snow White 
herself, for festive fun.  

 01256 844244
 www.anvilarts.org.uk

The Magical Christmas 
Toy Shop 

Friday 14 December to 
Monday 24 December
 Proteus Creation Space, Council 
Road, Basingstoke
 Weekdays 11am, 2.30pm, 4.30pm,  
Weekends 11am, 12.30pm, 2.30pm
 £10 adults, £10 children over age  
of 12 months

Come and explore the Magical 
Christmas Toy Shop - a marvellous 
emporium full of extraordinary 
one-of-a-kind toys. This enchanting 
and interactive festive show is created 
specifically for pre-school children 
and their families/ carers. 

01256 354541
 www.proteustheatre.com 

Sherfield Park Christmas 
Extravaganza weekend 

 Saturday 15 to Sunday  
 16 December
  Sherfield Park Community Centre
  9.30am to 6pm
  Free

Fun-filled weekend of festive activities 
for all the family, including Santa’s 
grotto, bouncy castle, mulled wine, 
mince pies, hot chocolate and 
marshmallows. 

 01256 883967 
  www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk

Victorian Christmas 
 Saturday 22 December 
  Whitchurch Silk Mill, 
 Winchester Street 
  10.30am to 4pm
 Free

Lots of fun crafts and stories to get 
you in the festive spirit. 

 01256 892065
  info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk

FEBRUARY
Room on the Broom 

 Thursday 7 February to 
Sunday 10 February
  The Haymarket 
  10.30am and 1.30pm 
 (Thursday 1.30pm only)
 £14.50 (includes £2 booking fee)

The witch and her cat are flying 
happily on their broomstick when 
they pick up a friendly dog, a green 
bird and a frantic frog. But this 
broomstick’s not meant for five and 
it snaps in two... just as the hungry 
dragon appears. Songs, laughs and 
spooky fun for children aged three 
and up. 

 01256 844244
  www.anvilarts.org.uk

Advertisement

Jason Manford  
 7 February 
  The Anvil 
  7.30pm
  £30.50 (includes £3 booking fee)

Muddle Class promises to feature a 
wealth of material about comedian 
Jason growing up ‘working class’ then 
finding, over the years, that part of him 
has become ‘middle class’ - causing 
much confusion. Suitable for ages 13 
and over.  

 01256 844244
  www.anvilarts.org.uk 

Sing-a-Long-a 
The Greatest Showman 

 Saturday 9 February 
  The Anvil 
  7.30pm
 £18; under 16s £14.50 

 (includes £3 booking fee)
Cheer on Hugh Jackman and Zac 
Efron as you experience The Greatest 
Showman in the greatest way possible 
- with lyrics on the screen so you can
join in.

 01256 844244
  www.anvilarts.org.uk 

Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom 
 Tuesday 19 February to  
Wednesday 20 February 
  The Anvil 
  4pm, Wednesday 10am and 1pm
 £18; under 16s £16 

 (includes £2 booking fee)
Join Ben the Elf, Fairy Princess Holly, 
and their friends on this enchanting and 
magical musical adventure packed full of 
games, songs and laughter. 

 01256 844244
  www.anvilarts.org.uk

MARCH

Basingstoke Music and 
Arts Festival

 Starts 2 March with a gala   
 performance on Sunday 28 April
  Queen Mary’s College, 

Basingstoke 
  Various
  Free

Celebrate your special talent at the 
Basingstoke Music and Arts Festival. 
For adults as well as children, 
categories include brass, recorder, 
strings, woodwind and singing, plus 
the added ingredients of drama, the 
spoken and written word. For more 
information, including details of how to 
enter and deadlines, visit the website.  

 01256 851044
  http://basingstokemusicandarts.org.uk 
 BMAF@kempshott.plus.com

Quality Private Healthcare

Located at 
Basingstoke &

 North
Hampshire
 Hospital

Private Healthcare 
Supporting

Call 01256 315010 
Visit candoverclinic.com

Recognised by all 
healthcare insurers 
and open to any self-
funding patient. 
Full range of clinical 
services including:

• Private GP
• Orthopaedics
• Ophthalmology
• Cardiology
• Cosmetic Surgery
• MRI & Imaging

www.candoverclinic.com
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/carolservice
http://www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
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This edition of Basingstoke & Deane Today was written, designed and 
published by the communications team at Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council. Printed by Newsquest Media Group Ltd. It is also available online at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bdtoday
© Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council – November 2018. 

For further copies, please call 01256 844844 
or email communications@basingstoke.gov.uk

This newspaper is also available in other 
formats including large print. For a copy, 
please call 01256 844844. 

Please read and

Contact your council
Online click:
www.basingstoke.gov.uk

  @BasingstokeGov
for service updates and 
the latest news from the council.

By SMS message, text:
07797 877006

BT text relay:
1800101256844844

By phone, call:
The contact centre on 01256 844844.
The contact centre is open Mondays to 
Thursdays from 8.30am to 5.30pm and 
on Fridays from 8.30am to 5pm (except 
bank holidays).

For emergencies relating to council 
services outside normal hours call 
01256 844844 and stay on the line to be 
connected with the out-of-hours service.

In person, visit: 
The Civic Offices in London Road, 
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH
Open Mondays to Thursdays from 
8.30am to 5pm and on Fridays from 
8.30am to 4.30pm (except bank 
holidays).

By post, write to:
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council, Civic Offices, London Road, 
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH

Your borough councillor
Find yours at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
mycouncillor or call 01256 844844.

If you’d like to advertise in Basingstoke & Deane Today please 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bdtoday or call 01256 844844 
for more information.

Advertise with us

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council gives no warranties in relation 
to the content of any advertisements 
placed in Basingstoke & Deane Today 
and shall have no liability for any losses 
howsoever caused by or related to 
those advertisements. Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council makes no 
endorsement whatsoever with regard 

to any advertisements or any products, 
services or other offers featured in any 
advertisements placed in Basingstoke & 
Deane Today. Any views or comments 
expressed in any advertisements placed 
in Basingstoke & Deane Today are those 
of the advertiser and are not to be taken 
as reflecting the views or opinions of 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.

For emergencies during this time 
call 01256 844844 to be transferred 
to the out-of-hours service.

Christmas
opening hours

For emergencies during this time 
call 01256 844844 to be transferred 

to the out-of-hours service.

The council will be closed 
from 5pm on Friday 21 

December 2018 until 8.30am  
on Wednesday 2 January 2019.

More bottles?

Thinking of getting a real 
Christmas tree this year? 
 Don’t forget to recycle it after 
Christmas at one of the drop-off 
points across the borough from 
Wednesday 2 January until Sunday 
27 January 2019.

For more information visit www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/christmas-tree

Tree recycling

Christmas rubbish and recycling

Let the council know if you need a 
free second glass recycling collection 
box for extra bottles over Christmas. 
Residents are also able to buy a 
glass bin as an alternative to a box if 
they often have lots of bottles and jars 
to recycle.

A red 140 litre bin can be ordered 
for £26.53 online at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/glassbin 

Normal 
collection 

date 

Revised 
collection 

date

Tues 25 Dec Thur 27 Dec

Wed 26 Dec Fri 28 Dec

Thurs 27 Dec Sat 29 Dec

Fri 28 Dec Mon 31 Dec

Mon 31 Dec Wed 2 Jan

Tues 1 Jan Thurs 3 Jan

Wed  2 Jan  Fri 4 Jan

Thurs 3 Jan  Sat 5 Jan

Fri 4 Jan Mon 7 Jan

Mon 7 Jan Tues  8 Jan

Tues 8 Jan Wed 9 Jan

Wed 9 Jan  Thurs 10 Jan

Thurs 10 Jan  Fri 11 Jan

Fri 11 Jan  Sat 12 Jan

Christmas can mean extra rubbish. 
 Therefore, extra sacks will be 
collected on the first collection after 
Christmas ONLY. As normal there is no 
limit on how much residents can recycle.
Leave large cardboard, flattened next 
to your bin. Wrapping paper can’t be 
recycled, so please put it in your black 

waste bin.
 Unless adverse weather affects 
bin rounds, collections should return to 
normal from Monday 14 January 2019. 

Check the day your bin is collected 
at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
bincollections or call 01256 844844.

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bincollections
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bincollections
www.hart.gov.uk
www.basingstoke.gov.uk



