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This is an exciting time to be living 
and working in Basingstoke and 
Deane.

Plans to bring more jobs, deliver 
much-needed new homes and make 
the borough even more vibrant are 
beginning to bear fruit.

Our town centre business 
district Basing View is set to welcome 
Sovereign Housing Association to the 
60,000 sq ft Florence Building in the 
autumn. The company’s head office 
and customer contact team will be 
based at the site, bringing 500 jobs to 
the borough.

The move is the latest 
development as part of the council’s 
ambitious £500 million regeneration of 
Basing View to open up a range of high 
quality business space for companies 
of all sizes along with business class 
facilities. Over the next 15 years, the 
project is set to double the 4,000 jobs 
currently available at the business park.

Proposals for top class new 
facilities at Basingstoke Leisure Park 
will bring a further 2,000 more new 
jobs. Other business locations in the 
borough, including Chineham Business 
Park, Viables Business Park and Wade 
Road, have also enjoyed success in 
recent months with companies such 
as Vyaire, Vision RT and UL choosing 
Basingstoke for their new home or 
expansion. 

The town is also a favourite 
location for entrepreneurs with 
innovative start-ups such as Chainvine 
and Bluebird Bio making Basingstoke 
their home. 

New businesses are opening their 
doors in the town centre boosting the 
shopping and eating out offer, with six of 
those based at the Top of the Town. 

Read more on pages 2 and 3. 
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Grow your own
Budding gardeners are putting 
down roots at new allotments in 
Beggarwood Park. 

An additional 20 new plots 
have been added near the existing 
15 allotments. The project received 
council funding of £102,000 in a bid 
to meet residents’ calls for more plots. 
Basingstoke Allotment and Leisure 
Gardeners’ Association also supported 
the project.

Extensive work to prepare the 
land included scrub clearance, hedge 
planting, fencing, pathways, compost 
bins and a new access route. As 

spring approaches the new owners 
are now busy preparing their much-
wanted plots following an official 
opening held last month.

Cabinet Member for Planning 
and Infrastructure Cllr Mark Ruffell 
said: “There has been a huge demand 
for more allotments in the area and I’m 
very pleased we have been able to 
provide these extra plots.

 “Growing your own produce is a 
great way of staying healthy, making 
friends and getting involved in your 
community and it could save you 
money too.” 

Allotment holders Len and Sue Wassell with their grandchildren Emily and Miles

Shape up
New gym facilities for Tadley 
and Baughurst
See page 7
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Welcome... to the 2019 spring edition from Council Leader Cllr Clive Sanders

“We live in 
a fantastic 
borough and 
we are always 
working and 
planning to 
ensure it stays 
that way. In this 

spring edition of Basingstoke 
& Deane Today I’m excited to 
share with you news of new 
jobs and exciting opportunities 
for business, buzzing shopping 
centres and more high-quality 
homes being built. 

There’s lots to tell you about 
including work to protect our 
beautiful green borough and heritage 
and to keep our communities 
thriving. A recent quality of life survey 

has named the borough as one of the 
top 50 places to live based on factors 
including high employment and levels 
of health and happiness. 
They are right, Basingstoke and 

Deane is a great place to live and we 
are working to make it even better 
for our children and our children’s 
children.”

In 2050, Basingstoke and Deane 
residents want the borough to 
have the best of both worlds 
– a thriving modern town with
excellent facilities and business
opportunities and extensive
beautiful countryside with
vibrant rural towns and villages.

Following hundreds of hours of 
discussion with the wider community 
since March 2017, the Horizon 2050 
Vision – a roadmap for the future 
which will help to attract investment 

and plan the right infrastructure to 
allow for prosperous growth – is now 
set to get final approval.

Consultation with residents, 
community groups, business leaders 
and partners has led to a clear vision 
for the next 30 years to ensure that 
the borough remains a great place to 
live, work and play.

The shared vision focuses 
on eight main priorities: affordable 
quality housing; safe, healthy 
and inclusive communities; a 

protected natural environment; 
more sustainable energy sources; 
an efficient transport network; 
improved access to education; focus 
on a thriving local economy and 
entrepreneurship, and conserving 
and enriching the borough’s heritage 
and distinction.

To find out more visit www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/horizon2050

Looking to the borough’s future

We have been named as one 
of the top 20 councils meeting 
the government’s public 
sector apprenticeship target in 
2017/18.

A total of 19 people 
started apprenticeships at the 
council during this period, with 
apprentices specialising in 
customer services, housing, 
parks and streetscene, project 
management, democratic 
services and communications. 
We have employed a total of 
44 apprentices since 2010. 

For more information about 
the opportunities on offer, 
visit http://jobs.basingstoke.
gov.uk/apprenticeships

Top work

Delivering more new homes

Shared ownership 
for South Ham
Residents have moved into 
five new homes on the site of 
a former doctors’ surgery in 
South Ham through a scheme 
supporting local people to get a 
first step on the property ladder.  

We sold the plot of land on 
the corner of Paddock Road and 
Pinkerton Road to Sovereign 
Housing Association last year 
to make way for the five shared 
ownership homes made up of three 
three-bedroom houses and two 
two-bedroom houses. 

More new and affordable homes 
were delivered in Basingstoke 
and Deane in the last financial 
year, recording the highest 
annual number built since 2009.

A total of 828 new homes were 
completed in the borough between 1 
April 2017 and 31 March 2018. And, 
since 1 April 2018, a further 1,500 
new homes are under construction.

New homeowner Abigail Hunt 

The figures were revealed in the 
Authority Monitoring Report, which 
examines the effectiveness of the 
council’s planning policies each year. 
The report shows that the number 
of new homes built in 2018 is the 
highest number since the adoption of 
Basingstoke and Deane’s Local Plan, 
the blueprint that guides decisions on 
development across the borough.

The number of new homes built 
in the year to April 2018 is just short 
of the Local Plan target of 850 units a 
year, but this shortfall is due to be met 
in the coming years when new sites 
are developed. 

A total of 243 affordable homes 
were delivered through the council’s 
policy of housebuilders providing 40% 
on their developments. This is less 
than the target of 300 a year but is a 
significant increase on recent years. 
And the number of affordable housing 
completions is predicted to rise to 
around 400 to 450 homes next year.

Sovereign new home
Sovereign Housing Association 
is bringing its Central Services 
Hub to Basingstoke’s town centre 
business district, Basing View.

Moving into the recently 
completed 60,000 sq ft Grade A 
Florence Building in the autumn, 
the company’s head office and 
customer contact team will be 
based at the site, bringing 350 
jobs to the borough.

The housing association, 
which provides over 57,000 
homes for around 130,000 people 
nationally, has signed a 20-year 
lease to fully occupy the building.

Cabinet Member for Property 
and Development Cllr John Izett 
said: “This is another big vote of 
confidence in the borough and 
will encourage other investors 
and employers to come here and 
help to make Basingstoke an even 
better place to live and work.”

Economy and Culture Apprentice 
Emily Bartley joined the council 
last year

http://jobs.basingstoke.gov.uk/apprenticeships
http://jobs.basingstoke.gov.uk/apprenticeships
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Flying the purple flag in Basingstoke
Basingstoke has retained its 
Purple Flag accreditation for the 
seventh year running, marking 
efforts made to keep the town a 
safe, entertaining and enjoyable 
place to spend an evening.

The accolade, awarded by 
the Association of Town Centre 
Management, celebrates the town’s 
diverse number of venues for 
different ages, groups, lifestyles 
and cultures; crime reduction and 
prevention measures and the 
ease and availability of night-time 
transport links.

Basingstoke’s accreditation has 
been spearheaded by a number of 
authorities including Basingstoke’s 
Business Improvement District (BID) 
Basingstoke Together, the borough 
council and Basingstoke Town 
Centre Pubwatch. 

Chief Executive of Basingstoke 

IncuHive creates a real buzz
The face of Britain’s high street is 
changing – with many businesses 
now solely online and ‘nine to five’ 
business fast becoming a thing of 
the past.

Keeping pace with the innovative 
advances in business and technology 
is The IncuHive Space in Basingstoke 
– providing inspirational support for
the borough’s start-ups and small
businesses.

Based in a bright beehive-inspired 
office suite in Church Street, in the town 
centre, IncuHive has really created a 
buzz since it was launched last October 
with funding and ongoing support from 
the council. 

Chief Operating Officer George 
Scott-Welsh (pictured) is blazing a 
trail in a bid to set up a collaborative 
community where small businesses 
thrive.

IncuHive provides low-cost 
support, including consultancy, 
mentoring, investment and 
collaboration, with desk rental and 
access to web developers and  

other services.
It’s a vibrant co-working space 

where business members can drop 
in to hot-desk, hold meetings, attend 
workshops and network, around the 
clock seven days a week.

George said: “Basingstoke 
and Deane is an excellent place 
for enterprise. It offers low-cost 
commercial property, a skilled 
workforce, good access links to major 
cities and a big enough population to 
support small businesses.

“We already have 32 local 
companies on board, including social 
enterprises and exciting innovators just 
starting out. In a few years’ time, we 
want them to be worth millions.”

IncuHive is part of a new business 
collective to attract and support 
business start-ups with the borough 
council, Desklodge, SETsquared and 
TechJuice. 

Find out more about IncuHive at 
www.incuhive.co.uk

Together Lucy Boazman said: “We 
are so pleased that Basingstoke 
has once again held onto its Purple 
Flag accreditation. A huge number 
of organisations and authorities work 

so hard to keep the town friendly, fun 
and safe for people from all walks of 
life in Basingstoke. This accreditation 
shows that we are successful in 
doing so.”

Landlords wanted

First-time buyers and people 
wanting to move up the 
property ladder in the borough 
had the chance to get free help 
and advice at a Help to Buy 
event held by the council.

The event in February 
gave people the opportunity 
to find out about the 
government’s Help to Buy and 
Shared Ownership schemes. 
Representatives from housing 
associations, independent 
financial advisers and building 
societies were also on hand to 
answer questions.
 Sign up to receive more 
information about getting 
on the housing ladder, 
future Help to Buy events 
and affordable homes 
to buy in the borough at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
yourhome

If you are a private landlord 
or know anyone who might be 
interested in renting homes or 
rooms to families or individuals 
in the Basingstoke area, the 
council’s Rentbond team would 
love to hear from you. 

Benefits to private 
landlords who let their 
properties to nominated tenants 
include: no agency fees, 
ID and right to rent checks, 
professional independent 
inventories at the beginning 
and end of the tenancy, prompt 
letting, and reduced empty 
periods. 

For more information 
contact the council’s Rentbond 
team on 01256 845204 or  
rentbond@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Get Help to Buy

New openings in the town centre
Basingstoke’s town centre is 
bucking the national trend with 
new traders filling empty units.

A number of new businesses 
opened their doors in recent months, 
boosting Basingstoke’s shopping 
offer, with six of those based at the 
Top of the Town.

Alongside national high street 
brands, the town centre has seen 

an increase in the number of 
independent shops and restaurants 
setting up, making a visit to 
Basingstoke truly unique.

Festival Place has strengthened 
its position by attracting more top 
brands to the town as well as a 
refurbishment of its car park to 
make visiting the centre an easy and 
enjoyable experience.

The Malls, which is owned by 
the council, has also broadened its 
offer for residents and visitors with a 
new barber’s shop, coffee outlet and 
fashion retailer due to open in the 
coming months.

The popular shopping centre 
provides a valuable source of income 
for the council through rents which 
help fund frontline services. 

Partners celebrate Basingstoke retaining its Purple Flag accreditation

Did you know you can sign up 
for email updates on council 
services, news and events?

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
signup 

Sign up

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/yourhome
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/yourhome
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/signup
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/signup
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We’re working to encourage local 
taxi drivers to go greener by 
introducing a new taxi licensing 
scheme which includes a 
maximum age limit for vehicles.  

Further measures to 
encourage licenced drivers to 
switch to low emission vehicles 
are also being considered and 
the local taxi fleet now includes a 
cleaner and greener electric taxi. 

People urged to bin the butts

We can all do our bit to maintain good air quality in the borough and through a new campaign we’re 
raising awareness of the small changes you can make to help.  

Let’s clear the borough’s air

Plans for a new community 
football pitch at Winklebury are on 
target thanks to a funding boost. 

The council will be 
providing £50,000 of developers’ 
contributions, Hampshire Football 
Association will give £200,000 
and the Football Foundation will 
make up the remainder of the 
£826,217 project to install a new 
3G artificial pitch at Winklebury 
Football Complex. 

The new state-of-the-art pitch 
will enable teams, including junior 
clubs, to make everyday use of 
the new facility run by Hampshire 
Football Association.

Take a step towards a 
healthier future with a new 
monthly Wednesday 10.30am 
walk. All are welcome to get 
out and about in the borough 
for a 60 to 90 minute stroll at 
medium pace in Beggarwood. 

This new walk will start 
on Wednesday 3 April, leaving 
from Beggarwood Community 
Centre and tying in with the 
centre’s community lunch.  
 Visit www.basingstoke 
gov.uk/healthwalks

We’re taking action on litter louts 
who drop cigarette butts and 
other rubbish in the Top of the 
Town in Basingstoke.

Our community safety patrol 
officers are carrying out a bin butt 
campaign focusing on education and 
prevention. Cigarette-related litter 
makes up a significant proportion of 
litter on our streets. Cigarette ends are 
difficult for cleansing teams to pick up, 
are harmful to the environment and 
take a long time to degrade. 

The campaign will run until 
Sunday 24 March and officers will be 
speaking to smokers and those spotted 
dropping rubbish to raise awareness 

of the impact littering can have on the 
appearance of the area and how much 
it can cost to clear up. 

They will also be contacting 
businesses in the area, encouraging 
conversations with staff who might 
smoke outside their place of work.

As part of the drive, the amount 
of litter will be monitored closely to see 
what impact the campaign has over 
the two weeks.

You can help to clean up your 
local area by reporting incidents, 
no matter how small, online at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report-
litter or by calling 01256 844844. 

All hail the green taxi

Best foot forward

Football funding

Clean Air 
Basingstoke and Deane

Planning decision due on Manydown
The Manydown outline planning 
application - for up to 3,520 new 
homes, plus business premises, 
community facilities, schools 
and a 250-acre country park - is 
moving closer to a decision. 

In January, Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council, as the 
local planning authority, carried 
out a consultation to ask for 
comments on further amendments, 
clarification and information on the 
outline application. The changes 
followed more work by the borough 
council and Hampshire County 
Council, as the owners of a joint 
long lease on the Manydown land. 
This work, especially on highways 

and transport, came in response 
to comments from previous 
consultations in March 2017 and 
July 2018.

Now the council’s Development 
Control Committee is set to 
consider the application in the 
next few months. Outline planning 
permission establishes the principle 
of developing the site, such as the 
type and size of development and 
the infrastructure to be provided. It 
does not provide a detailed layout 
or design of buildings, roads and 
spaces – except for the three access 
junctions.

If approved, outline permission 
is the first step before more detailed 

planning applications for each 
phase of the development, including 
the exact locations of the streets, 
community facilities and houses and 
their sizes, styles and design.

Residents will have the 
opportunity to comment on these 
proposals as they are developed. 
Subject to planning permission being 
granted, initial construction work is 
scheduled to start in early 2020. 

For more information visit www.
manydownbasingstoke.co.uk

Clean Air Basingstoke and 
Deane is encouraging residents to 
use their vehicles less, to stop idling 
their car engines and to think about 
the ways in which they can reduce 
pollution in their own homes.

Cabinet Member for Regulatory 
Services and the Environment Cllr 
Hayley Eachus said: “Vehicles are 
the main source of air pollution, so 
think about how you might be able to 
use your car less. When you need to 
drive, please think about how you’re 
driving. Idling contributes to toxic 
emissions in the air we breathe both 
inside and outside your car. Simply 
switching your engine off while waiting 
will help to reduce air pollution.”  

Find out more at www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/clean-air 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report-litter
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report-litter
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Changes to garden waste service
Green-fingered residents can 
sign up for our garden waste 
collection service to enjoy a 
number of benefits and help 
increase the borough’s recycling 
rate.

The garden waste collection 
service now runs throughout the year, 
except for two weeks over Christmas 
and New Year, with 25 fortnightly 
collections. 

Customers now have the option 
of using a large brown wheeled bin 
which will take more waste than the 
current two 90-litre sacks – although 
these are still available. There will 
also be a Christmas tree collection for 
the first time included in the service.

If you subscribe before Monday 
1 April 2019, your new 240-litre brown 
bin will cost just £18. The one-off 
charge for the bin will revert to the 
normal price of £28.84 from that date. 
The improved service costs £42 a 
year, rising to £47 from 1 April.  

For more information on the 
garden waste service visit www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/gardenwaste  

Work on a multi-million pound 
flood alleviation scheme for 
Buckskin is making great 
progress. 

In a bid to prevent a recurrence 
of the devastating flood damage that 
hit the area after prolonged rainfall 
during the winter of 2013/14, the 
£6.24 million engineering project is 
well under way.

The work, led by Hampshire 
County Council and supported by 
the borough council, has already 
upgraded ditches and culverts 
along Churchill Way West and 
Worting Road. There have been 
improvements to ditches in Saunders 

Field to ease the drainage of 
floodwater between Buckskin and 
the start of the River Loddon.

The next phase is set to get 
under way soon at the Buckskin 
estate where new lateral pipes will 
be installed to collect and direct 
floodwater to a new drainage pipe 
between the Ridgeway Centre and 
ditches to the north of Worting Road 
Roundabout.

The flood mitigation scheme is 
due to be completed by early next 
year.

Buckskin Flood Action Group 
lobbied hard for the improvements 
to be made after areas of Buckskin 

suffered the most extensive flooding 
in Hampshire.

The county council contributed 
£2.04 million towards the project, 
with £1.75 million from the 
Government’s Flood Defence 
Grant in Aid, £2.2 million from the 
Thames Regional Flood and Coastal 
Committee Local Levy and £250,000 
from the borough council.

Further information about 
the scheme can be found 
at www.hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/
environment/flooding/strategies/
scheme-buckskin

Relief as flood protection scheme moves forward 

We collected 1,497 of your 
real Christmas trees at 22 
sites around the borough 
in January. And they have 
been put to great use, with 
each being transformed into 
ProGrow soil conditioner 
for local gardens and wood 
chippings for the borough’s 
parks. Thank you for helping 
us to recycle more. 

The borough is home to a wealth 
of significant heritage sites such 
as Highclere Castle, The Vyne, 
Laverstoke Mill and Silchester 
Roman town.

This extensive and diverse 
historic environment has a 
positive impact on the character 
of the borough and enriches the 
lives of residents and visitors.

Protecting and maintaining 
the area’s heritage is therefore 
vitally important and we have 
now produced new guidance to 
ensure that it is protected and, 
where possible, enhanced. 

The Heritage 
Supplementary Planning 
Document is due to be adopted 
by the council on Thursday 28 
March and will then be used for 
determining relevant planning 
applications and assessing 
applications for listed building 
consent.

Protecting the past

Tree-mendous!

Over 240 people and 
organisations have shared their 
thoughts on a draft transport 
strategy to help improve local 
accessibility and make journeys 
easier in the future.

The document, produced 
in partnership with the highways 
authority Hampshire County Council 
and backed by the Enterprise M3 local 
enterprise partnership, will support 
the developments in the Basingstoke 
and Deane Local Plan to 2029 and 
consider longer-term improvements 
needed beyond that time. 

The draft transport strategy 
proposes a range of measures for 
transport in the borough including:

• improving access to and
within Basingstoke town 

  centre
• creating new developments

which are well-planned and
integrated with the existing
transport network

• providing a step change
in the quality of local public
transport

• developing high quality
priority strategic walking

and cycling corridors
• managing journey times

and reliability
• maintaining strong strategic

transport connections
• forward planning for the

transport network.
Views received during the 

consultation will help to improve 
the final draft strategy and 
once approved, it will be a key 
consideration for future planning 
and infrastructure decisions in 
Basingstoke.

Shaping our future travel plans

Keeping up to date on your 
bin collections and reporting 
a missed bin is now easier. If 
your bin isn’t collected, simply 
report it within 24 hours via our 
website. Our online system will 
either tell you why it has not 
been collected or will arrange 
for a crew to go back. Report 
at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
missedbin 

Your bin updates

www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/flooding/strategies/scheme-buckskin
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/missedbin
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/missedbin
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Partnership effort sees rough sleeper number fall
The number of people rough 
sleeping in Basingstoke and 
Deane has fallen for a second 
consecutive year. 
 This is thanks to a joined-up 
approach and the “tremendous effort 
and energy” of all the organisations, 
charities and volunteers to tackle 
homelessness in the borough.

The latest rough sleeper estimate 
has seen figures drop by 47% from 
15 in 2017 to eight in 2018 but the 
Basingstoke and Deane Social 
Inclusion Partnership is clear that eight 
people sleeping on the streets in the 
borough is “still too many”.

Each year the Ministry for 
Housing, Communities and Local 
Government asks every local authority 
to submit the number of people 
sleeping rough in their area. 

This figure was agreed by 
members of the partnership which saw 
statutory services, housing providers, 

voluntary and faith-based groups and 
people who have previously slept on 
the streets brought together three 
years ago by the council to work to 
reduce homelessness and the causes 
of homelessness. 

Deputy Leader and partnership 
Chair Cllr Terri Reid said: “The 
significant reduction in figures over the 
last two years can be attributed to the 
hard work and positive partnerships 
built up across the borough.

“The agreement with Hampshire 
County Council three years ago for 
us to commission our housing-related 
support services, and the continued 
growth in enthusiasm and commitment 
to the partnership has enabled the 
creative and collaborative ways in 
which the borough is addressing 
homelessness.

“There is a feeling of collective 
responsibility held by the whole 
community to tackle rough sleeping 

and the issues that are associated 
with it. The reduction in our rough 
sleeping figures demonstrate that this 
approach is working for Basingstoke 
and Deane, but we cannot be 
complacent and eight people sleeping 
on the streets is still too many.”

Successes in tackling homelessness
•  A new winter night shelter providing essential shelter and help for the

most vulnerable during the winter months for the past three years.
•  Fundraising of over £40,000 through the Real Change not Loose

Change campaign for local homelessness charities.
•  Input from experts with experience who have slept on the streets

themselves.
•  Raised community awareness and engagement in relation to

homelessness, mental health and rough sleeping.
•  The creation of a new, local Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM)

partnership coalition which has secured national endorsement and
recognition together with whole system redesigns and changes.

Following the roll-out of Universal 
Credit, Basingstoke and Tadley 
Citizens Advice will be launching 
a new service to support anyone 
making a claim.

The new service will provide 
residents with face-to-face, 
telephone and online Universal 
Credit support. 
 For more information 
visit www.
basingstokeandtadleycab.
org.uk 

Universal Credit

Sherborne St John residents 
using the facilities at Chute 
Pavilion now have more storage 
space for large equipment thanks 
to a £4,381 grant from developers’ 
contributions. The new storage 
unit means that the pavilion can 
be kept clear for users, such as 
judo and bowls clubs.

Room for all Be Confident to Work programme
A service which helps people 
back into work has been given a 
boost thanks to a grant from the 
council of nearly £40,000. 

We’ve given educational 
provider RCS Ltd the funding 

over three years to support its Be 
Confident to Work programme of job 
clubs in Oakridge and at Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre. 

The programme helps people 
to find work through both practical 

activities, such as CV writing, and by 
helping participants gain confidence 
and feel more emotionally ready for 
work. 

Stephen Parsons (pictured), 
who has been supported by RCS, 
said: “I have dyslexia so there are 
certain things that I struggle with, but 
they recognise this and help me with 
things like searching for jobs online. 
It’s been really valuable for me.” 
 Cabinet Member for Finance, 
Service Delivery and Improvement 
Cllr Robert Tate said: “Our 
community and voluntary sector 
grant scheme offers an important 
opportunity to support local 
organisations that are providing 
valued services and programmes 
which complement the council’s 
aims, and this project is a true 
example of that.” 

Supporting Basingstoke to be AccessAble 
An online guide which aims 
to make visits to shops, 
restaurants, beauty spots 
and other venues stress-free 
for disabled people has been 
updated thanks to support from 
the council.

National disability organisation 
AccessAble, previously know as 
DisabledGo, works to provide 
detailed accurate information to allow 
somebody to work out if a venue is 
going to be accessible to them. The 

guides cover venues such as shops, 
cinemas, theatres, railway stations, 
hotels and community centres.

We have provided funding 
towards the access guide for 
Basingstoke and Deane, which has 
been updated since the relaunch of 
the charity. 

This means that visitors to the 
page can find information about 
accessibility with just a click.

Cabinet Member for Digital 
Innovation and Inclusion Cllr Hannah 

Golding said: “We’re very happy to 
support this important guide which 
gives people with disabilities, as 
well as their family and friends, 
detailed and practical information 
to help them plan their visits to the 
borough, whatever their disability or 
impairment.” 

You can find the guide at www.
accessable.co.uk/organisations/
basingstoke-and-deane-borough-
council

For more information on how you can help visit  
www.realchangebasingstoke.org.uk or follow @realchangebas 

www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk
www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk
www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk
www.accessable.co.uk/organisations/basingstoke-and-deane-borough-council
www.accessable.co.uk/organisations/basingstoke-and-deane-borough-council
www.accessable.co.uk/organisations/basingstoke-and-deane-borough-council
www.accessable.co.uk/organisations/basingstoke-and-deane-borough-council
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Double boost for gym facilities  
Fitness enthusiasts in the Tadley 
and Baughurst area can now 
enjoy two improved gym facilities.

A new gym, with 45 workout 
stations including the latest cardio, 
resistance and functional exercise 
equipment, is now open at Tadley 
Health and Fitness Centre.

Jointly funded with over 
£410,000 from the council and 
£195,000 from Basingstoke and 
Deane Leisure Community Trust, the 
new gym complements the swimming 
pool, sauna, steam room and an 
activity room for classes like yoga and 
Pilates.

Nearby, thanks to a grant of 
£150,000 from the council’s Local 
Infrastructure Fund, improved facilities 
at The Hurst Leisure Centre will give 
even more local people a chance to 
get fit and active.

As part of the improvements, the 
weights area has been expanded, 
a new spinning studio with 20 new 
spin bikes has been created and the 
gym and multi-use hall has had a full 
makeover.

An additional treatment room 
will also allow more people to sample 
beauty treatments from chiropody to 
massage therapy.

It is hoped the improvement 
project, which was also supported 
with funds from The Greenham 
Trust and Loddon Valley Lions, will 
attract a further 800 local members, 
increasing community involvement in 
sport, leisure and wellbeing. 

Head teacher Roger Jones said: 

“We are delighted to have received 
this funding support from the council.

“The improvements we have 
made to the leisure centre are being 
well received by existing users and 
we hope it will also attract new 
people to use the centre to improve 
their health and wellbeing.”

Ward changes
Ward boundaries will be 
changing in the borough at 
next year’s all-out elections in 
May 2020.

The Local Government 
Boundary Commission for 
England (LGBCE) has carried 
out a review of the current ward 
boundaries for Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council with a 
view to balancing the number of 
electors served by councillors 
across the borough.

As part of the review, 
residents were invited to have 
their say on what the new 
ward boundaries should look 
like through a series of public 
consultations. 

At the time of going to 
press, we are expecting the 
commission to announce its final 
recommendations for 
ward boundaries and the number 
of councillors on Tuesday 5 
March.
For more information www.
lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/
south-east/hampshire/
basingstoke-and-deane 

Three fantastic musical films 
will be broadcast on a big 
screen under the stars as part 
of Basingstoke Festival 2019’s 
Pictures in the Park programme.

When the light fades, after 9pm 
each evening, audiences will be treated 
to a very special outdoor cinematic 
experience right in the heart of the town 
at War Memorial Park.

First up on Wednesday 3 July is 
Baz Luhrmann’s sumptuous Oscar- 
nominated period romance Moulin 

Rouge! (12). On Thursday 4 July raise 
your hands in the air to clap along to 
the music of Queen as featured in the 
2018 box office smash hit Bohemian 
Rhapsody (12A), and on Friday 5 July 
revisit some of the hits of Swedish 
supergroup ABBA in Mamma Mia! Here 
We Go Again (PG). 

Gates open at 7.30pm. Tickets 
cost £10 plus booking fee. 
Visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/
basingstokefestival

Popular park cinema is back

Brexit preparation
Like many other councils we 
are looking at what Brexit 
may mean for the council, 
for council services and for 
residents, businesses, partners 
and the communities we serve.  

The government has set 
up a website area at 
www.gov.uk/euexit with 
specific advice for residents 
and businesses.

The council’s webpage 
at www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/brexit helps residents 
and businesses find useful 
information about what Brexit 
could mean for them. This will 
be updated and developed as 
more information becomes 
available.

We’re asking dog owners to ‘Take 
the Lead’ by keeping their dogs 
on leads when necessary and 
ensuring dogs can’t get out of 
their homes. 

The consequences of 
irresponsible ownership can be 
deadly, something Chris and Lyn 
Roe (pictured) know first hand. 

Their beloved dog Bobby 
was attacked last October by a 
Staffordshire Terrier who escaped 
from a neighbouring property when 
workmen had left the door open. 

Bobby, a 14-year-old West 
Highland White Terrier, suffered 
injuries so severe he had to be 
put down. His attacker, who 
wasn’t wearing a collar, was also 
subsequently put down. 

Chris said: “Bobby was on a 
lead and we were feet away from our 
front door. But because of human 
negligence two healthy dogs lost their 
lives that day.”  

For more information visit www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/take-the-lead 

Owners asked to paws for thought 
Users of the pool at Queen 
Mary’s College can have a 
splashing time thanks to £34,500 
of improvements funded by the 
council. 

The Local Infrastructure 
Fund grant has paid for a 
refurbishment of the facility, 
which is used by the college and 
the local community including 
swimming schools. 

Improvements have been 
made to the pool lining and new 
flooring has been installed. 

Keep on swimming 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/basingstokefestival
www.ticketsource.co.uk/basingstokefestival
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/brexit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/brexit
www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/hampshire/basingstoke-and-deane
www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/hampshire/basingstoke-and-deane
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Keeping the borough green 

Mayor enjoys ‘best job in town’
Sherfield on Loddon Village 
Hall has benefited from a 
£3,313 grant from developers’ 
contributions towards 
improvements to the hall’s 
floor which has given it a new 
lease of life for future users.

South Ham residents will benefit 
from improvements to the popular 
Westside Community Centre.

Funding of £1,740 given 
by the council from developers’ 
contributions has been used to 
install a new fire door and convert 
a room which can be used as an 
office for meetings, one-to-one 
sessions and hot-desking for 
local charities.

Now it’s springtime, dedicated 
local volunteers are working 
hard to keep the borough a 
green and thriving place to live.

More than 20 different 
community groups care for council 
green spaces for the benefit of 
people and wildlife. 

In 2017/18, volunteers donated 
a whopping 11,500 hours of time to 
improving council parks and open 
spaces, sometimes with help from 
local businesses through corporate 
volunteering.

Habitat management work 
is carried out in autumn and 
winter, with activities ranging from 
planting hedgerows and clearing 
out overgrown ponds to coppicing 
ancient woodlands and cutting back 
scrub.

While the bird-nesting season 
between March and August requires 
green space groups to down tools, 
the spring and summer seasons are 
perfect for surveying wildlife and 
running nature-themed events such 
as bug hunts and bat walks. 

Natural Basingstoke, a local 
wildlife organisation that supports 
smaller conservation groups, also 
delivers a varied training programme 
throughout the year. 

For more information about the 
groups, events or volunteering 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/conservation-groups, ‘like’ 
Natural Basingstoke’s page 
on Facebook www.facebook.
com/naturalbasingstoke or 
email wildlifeconservation@
basingstoke.gov.uk

Users of Kempshott Village 
Hall will be able to keep their 
equipment in a new storage 
area thanks to council funding 
of £1,957. The money, allocated 
from developers’ contributions, 
will also go towards building a 
disabled access ramp from the 
hall to the outdoor space and 
for opening up the bar area. 

It’s been a busy year for the 
Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane 
Cllr Seán Keating who has 
attended over 200 engagements 
in the borough since last May.

Meeting people at a variety of 
events has given him a “wonderful 

opportunity” to chat with volunteers 
who support organisations and 
charities in the community.

“Being Mayor is the best job in 
town,” said Cllr Keating.

Most recently, he hosted the 
Mayor’s Spring Charity Concert, held 
at The Anvil, on Saturday 2 March.

Take a stroll in Stratton Park

Talented local young performers 
entertained with music and dance 
to raise funds for his three chosen 
charities - Basingstoke Mencap, 
Naomi House & Jacksplace and 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare.

“I am very grateful to everyone 
who took part to raise funds for my 
charity appeal,” he said.

Last month couples in the 
borough celebrating their golden or 
diamond wedding anniversaries joined 
the Mayor for a very special afternoon 
tea party at BCoT. 

One of the festive highlights was 
the Mayor’s Christmas Carol Service 
held at St Josephs Catholic Church in 
South Ham (pictured) in December.

Cllr Keating said: “I have really 
enjoyed meeting so many local 
residents – it makes me very proud to 
be Mayor of such a great borough.”

Take a step in the right direction 
while enjoying an array of 
impressive wildlife this spring.

A new circular route has been 
created around Stratton Park and 
gives users an option to walk or 
run 1km or 1.4km, starting from 
Kempshott Village Hall.

As well as providing a great 
opportunity to get outdoors and 
socialise with others, those exploring 
the route will be able to learn about 
the history of the park and see 
a range of wildlife such as trees, 

flowers and birds.
Other way-marked routes in 

the borough include Popley, Down 
Grange Sports Complex, Little 
Penwood and Crabtree Plantation. 
A new walk in Hatch Warren and 
Beggarwood is also being developed.

To find out more about the 
Walk for Health programme and 
your nearest group, visit www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks 
or email healthwalks@
basingstoke.gov.uk

Flooring funding

Community boost

Toad in the road

Can you help the toads cross 
the road at Cufaude Lane in 
Bramley? A patrol has been 
set up to help the local toads 
travel to the area’s pond when 
the weather gets warmer.  
 If you’d like to volunteer 
to move toads and warn 
traffic about the danger 
to wildlife find out more at 
www.froglife.org/what-we-
do/toads-on-roads

Hall improvements

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/conservation-groups
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/conservation-groups
www.facebook.com/naturalbasingstoke
www.facebook.com/naturalbasingstoke
mailto:wildlifeconservation@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:wildlifeconservation@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:healthwalks@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:healthwalks@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Pitch perfect facilities for all players

Advertisement

Sporty students and the wider 
community are all enjoying pitch 
perfect conditions in Whitchurch 
thanks to joint funding support.
 A new 3G pitch facility at 
Testbourne Community School is 
encouraging more players to take 
part in matches at the site. Not only 
are more people benefiting from 
the physical activity, the new facility 
is boosting income for the school 
to support other opportunities for 
students. 

The state-of-the-art artificial 
grass pitch is used by the school 
throughout the day and is then 
available for community use in the 
evenings, weekends and during 
school holidays – Whitchurch United 
and Overton United football clubs are 
regular users.

The project, which has been led 
by Hampshire County Council and 
the school, supported by Hampshire 
Football Association and the borough 
council, cost an estimated £850,000. 

We contributed a total of 
£330,400, with £200,000 of Local 
Infrastructure Funding and £130,400 
from developers’ contributions. 

The school provided £60,000 
and the remainder of the money has 
come from the Football Foundation. 

Cabinet Member for 
Communities and Community Safety 
Cllr Simon Bound said: “This key 
development enhances the sporting 
infrastructure in Whitchurch and 
Overton and opens up an opportunity 
for more people of all ages to take 
part in sport.

“Good facilities are fundamental 
to developing sport and the school 
can now offer a state-of-the-art pitch 
which is greatly valued by its students 
and by the community.”

Head teacher of Testbourne 
Community School Jon Beck said: 
“We feel privileged to receive their 
funding and are grateful for such an 
incredible facility on our school site.” 
 Chairman of Whitchurch United 
Football Club Peters Adams said: “It 
brings major benefits to the football 
club and enables our teams to train 
and play consistently on a fantastic 
playing surface. It’s opened a whole 
new chapter for the community of 
Whitchurch and the surrounding 
areas.” 

Quality Private Healthcare

Located at 
Basingstoke &

 North
Hampshire
 Hospital

Private Healthcare 
Supporting

Call 01256 315010 
Visit candoverclinic.com

Recognised by all 
healthcare insurers 
and open to any self-
funding patient. 
Full range of clinical 
services including:

• Private GP
• Orthopaedics
• Ophthalmology
• Cardiology
• Cosmetic Surgery
• MRI & Imaging

We’re winning at twinning
This year marks a golden 
friendship between Basingstoke 
and its French twin town Alençon.

The 50th twinning anniversary 
will be celebrated in May when old 
acquaintances will be reunited in the 
Normandy town. A programme of special 
events will be held from 24 to 27 May to 
celebrate the twinning milestone.

Over the years a special bond has 
been established between people of all 
ages with annual get-togethers between 
schools, sports clubs, community groups 
or cultural organisations from the two 
towns. 

Last month, Basingstoke and 
Deane Mayor Cllr Seán Keating 
welcomed social care students from 
Alençon who were visiting Basingstoke 
to gain hands-on experience by helping 
in the community.

Alençon, a busy market town 
famous for its lace, is not the only place 
to be twinned with Basingstoke. 

Braine-l’Alleud is our Belgian twin 
town and close links have been forged 
over the years during visits by members 
of the twinning associations and various 
organisations, such as the Aldworth 
Arrows Basketball Club.

The town, near Brussels, is well 
known for being home to the site of the 

Battle of Waterloo where Napoleon was 
defeated by the Duke of Wellington on 
18 June 1815. The battlefield is marked 
by a lion made from melted down 
cannons used during the battle.

 
Basingstoke’s German twin town is 

Euskirchen, a historic market town 
15 miles south of Cologne.

Many happy reunions have taken 
place over the years in the Old Town’s 
Market Square with visits to the nearby 
forest around the Steinbach Lake. 

This year, around 200 visitors from 
Euskirchen aged between 10 and 75 will 
stay with Basingstoke host families when 
they take part in the annual Festival 
of Sport, organised by Basingstoke 
Voluntary Sports Council and supported 
by the borough council.

Local participants and their 
German guests will take part in a range 
of sporting activities including tennis, 
judo, volleyball and athletics.

Players from Whitchurch United Football Club are among those benefiting from 
the new 3G pitch at Testbourne Community School

www.candoverclinic.com
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MARCH
Dress like a Victorian

  Until Sunday 2 June
  The Vyne, Vyne Road, 
 Sherborne St John
 12noon to 3pm
Free with admission

How would you have looked if you had 
been alive during the Victorian period? 
In the house, peruse the costume rail 
and try on a Victorian outfit.  

01256 883858
  www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne

LEGO® Bricktropolis and the 
Attack of the Mighty Monsters

  Until Sunday 28 April
 Milestones Museum, 

      Basingstoke Leisure Park 
 10am to 4.45pm
 Included in normal admission, 

15% discount when you book online
Famous buildings from around 
the world are under threat from 
monsters! Be the hero or the villain in 
this interactive LEGO® experience. 
Adventurers of all ages can follow two 
trails using a guidebook or app to 
discover amazing LEGO® models.  

01256 639550
  www.milestonesmuseum.org.uk 

Macbeth 
 Thursday 14 and Friday 15 March 
  The Haymarket
 2pm and 7.30pm
 Various (includes £3 booking fee)

Proteus Theatre Company present a 
re-imagining of Shakespeare’s Macbeth 
as a corporate thriller set against the 
background of the ‘greed is good’ 
corporate landscape of 1980s’ Britain.

01256 844244 
 www.anvilarts.org.uk

An Evening of Eric & Ern with 
Jonty Stephens and Ian Ashpitel

  Tuesday 26 March
  The Haymarket
7.30pm
 £23 (includes £3 booking fee)

From the Olivier-nominated duo behind 
the hugely celebrated and critically 
acclaimed West End hit Eric & Little Ern, 
this is a brilliant homage crammed full 
of renditions of those famous comedy 
sketches that hit all the right notes. 

01256 844244
www.anvilarts.org.uk 

Flying the Canberra
  Tuesday 26 March
Basingstoke Discovery Centre
 2pm
£4

An illustrated presentation by Squadron 
Leader Joe Marsden about the RAF’s 
first jet bomber – the Canberra. The talk 
will be illustrated by photos and film clips 
showing its capability and brief history, 
but mainly the personal aspects of flying 
this famous aircraft. 

 01256 478670
  www.hants.gov.uk/shop

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

   Thursday 28 to Sunday 31 March
 The Haymarket
 Thursday and Saturday 4.30pm, 
Friday to Sunday, 10.30am 
and 1.30pm
 £12.50 (includes £2 booking fee)

Based on the much-loved book, join an 
intrepid family of adventurers and their 
musical dog on a quest to find a bear. 
Expect catchy songs, interactive scenes, 
plenty of adventure and a few surprises 
along the way. Suitable for ages three 
and over.  

 01256 844244
  www.anvilarts.org.uk 

Elizabeth Blackadder: 
From the Artist’s Studio 

  Friday 29 March to Wednesday 
12 June 
 The Willis Museum and 
Sainsbury Gallery 
 Free 
Museum opening times 

This specially curated exhibition, drawn 
mainly from the artist’s studio, will 
show the breadth and variety of Dame 
Elizabeth Blackadder’s work, celebrating 
her exceptional career.  

01256 465902
  www.hampshireculture.org.uk 

APRIL

Hidden Basingstoke Walk: 
Basingstoke Churches

 Tuesday 2 April
 Basingstoke Discovery Centre
 10.30am
 £5

Phil Howe and John Hopkins from 
Hidden Britain Tours will lead you on 
a walk through the town, exploring 
Basingstoke’s wealth of church 
architecture.  

 01256 478670
 www.hants.gov.uk/shop 

Quarter century 
milestone for Anvil 

The borough’s flagship arts 
venue will mark a milestone 
in 2019 as The Anvil turns 25 
years old. 

Built by the borough council 
over a two-year period, the concert 
hall opened to the public in May 
1994. 

The acoustics are well 
documented as being among 
the best in Europe for classical 
concerts and The Anvil is now 
firmly established as one of the 
country’s leading venues for live 
music. Audiences benefit from 
a mixed programme of music, 
comedy, opera and live events.

The Anvil is managed by an 
educational charitable trust which 
receives council and Arts Council 
England investment. Its large 
programme of work with schools 
has made a huge difference 
to generations of children in 
Basingstoke and Deane and the 

recent Christmas pantomime had 
visitors from every area to the 
borough.  

And there’s plenty more 
entertainment to enjoy during 
its 25th year celebration with an 
upcoming programme featuring 
Mike and the Mechanics, Back 
to the Future Live, Jools Holland, 
Ronnie Scott’s All-Stars, Michael 
Palin, the Philharmonia Orchestra 
with Royal Wedding cellist 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason, Romesh 
Ranganathan and The Sixteen at 
Christmas. 

Chief Executive James Tilston 
said: “It’s difficult to imagine 
Basingstoke without The Anvil. 
Here’s to another 25 years serving 
the people of Basingstoke and 
Deane.”

For more information and to 
view the programme visit 
www.anvilarts.org.uk

Advertisement

What’s On

KEPT SECRET
BASINGSTOKE’S BEST

The Restaurant at BCoT is a student 
run training restaurant which is open to
members of the public during term time.
• Fine dining at affordable prices
• Locally-sourced quality ingredients
• Themed and guest chef nights
BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW
01256 306306
restaurant@bcot.ac.uk 
therestaurantatbcot.org.uk

Book now for our
MURDER MYSTERY night!
Wednesday 3 April 2019
Live performance and 
four course meal
for £29.50.

www.therestaurantatbcot.org.uk
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The Egg and the Easter 
Bunny Interactive Storytelling 
Workshop 

  Monday 8 April
Basingstoke Discovery Centre
1.30pm and 3pm
 £3.75

Mrs ChitChat Chicken has asked the 
Easter Bunny to look after her egg, 
but when he falls asleep, the egg 
hatches and the new chick wanders 
off. Join Amanda from Merry-go-Round 
Storytelling for this fun Easter themed 
story full of music and movement and 
lots of make-believe. For children ages 
two to six. Parents and carers must 
remain with their child during the session. 

 01256 478670
 www.hants.gov.uk/shop

Spring Craft Fair
  Saturday 13 April 
  Viables Community Centre
10am to 4pm
50p per person or £1.50 for a 

 family of three or more
Come along and see a wide variety of 
local handmade crafts and quality goods.  

 01256 473634
  office@viables.org.uk 

Back to the Future in Concert

  Thursday 25 April
  The Anvil
 7.30pm
 Various (includes £3 booking fee)

Experience the thrill of Back to the Future 
like never before – on a big hi-definition 
screen with a full symphony orchestra 
performing Alan Silvestri’s dazzling 
musical score live in sync with the movie. 
The film has a PG certificate.  

 01256 844244
 www.anvilarts.org.uk 

MAY

Crimes on the Nile

 Thursday 2 to Saturday 4 May 
The Haymarket
 7.30pm, Sat 2pm
 Various (includes £3 booking fee)

Belgian detective extraordinaire Artemis 
Arinae is enjoying a cruise along the Nile 
when tragedy strikes. The passengers 
and staff are suspects, and the murder 
count is growing. A cast of four perform 
multiple outrageous characters, inventive 
set pieces and whisk the plot along in 
this Christie-inspired comedy thriller. 

01256 844244
 www.anvilarts.org.uk

Transport Festival 
 Sunday 12 May 
  War Memorial Park, Basingstoke
  11am to 4pm
  Free

The Thornycroft Society and Basingstoke 
and Deane Rotary Club present over 900 
vehicles at this family event. Whether 
you’re a keen motor buff or you just want 
an interesting and enjoyable Sunday, this 
is a great day out.  

 01256 844844 
  www.basingstoke.gov.uk/transport-
festival 

Eastrop Park Summer Band 
concerts

 Sunday 12 May 
  Eastrop Park 
  3pm to 5pm
  Free

Eastrop Park will once again host the 
ever popular summer concerts during 
summer 2019. Enjoy music from a 
different band on the second Sunday of 
the month from May to September.
Bring a picnic, rug and deckchair and 
enjoy a relaxed afternoon of music in the 
park.   

 01256 844844
  www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
summerbands 

Croudace Festival 5k

 Sunday 12 May
  Festival Place 
  9.30am 
  £16 

This is a fun 5k race open to anyone 
over the age of 13. The course takes 
runners on a quirky loop around Festival 
Place, Top of the Town, Basing View, 
Eastrop Park and back in time for the 
shops to open. 

 01256 461167
  info@destinationbasingstoke.co.uk 

Bill Bailey: Larks in Transit

 Sunday 19 May
  The Anvil
  8pm
  £38 (includes £3 booking fee)

Due to popular demand and the success 
of his 2018 shows, Bill Bailey is back 
with Larks in Transit.

01256 844244 
www.anvilarts.org.uk

JUNE

Kite Festival 

 Saturday 1 to Sunday 2 June
 Down Grange Sports Complex, 
Basingstoke, RG22 5SN 
  10am to 5pm
  Free

The festival returns to bring an array 
of colour to the sky. The family event 
will include kite-flying displays and 
demonstrations, children’s kite-making 
workshops, trade and catering stalls, 
inflatables and a raffle.

  www.basingstoke.gov.uk/kite-
festival 

Chineke! Orchestra 
 Friday 14 June
  The Anvil 
  7.45pm
  Various (includes £3 booking fee)

Chineke! Orchestra is Europe’s first 
orchestra to feature a majority of black and 
minority ethnic musicians. It has performed 
throughout the UK and abroad to great 
acclaim and continues to fulfil its mission to 
champion change and celebrate diversity 
in classical music. The performance will 
include music by Grieg, Goodyear and 
Dvořàk.  

 01256 844244
  www.anvilarts.org.uk

Ark Day 
 Friday 21 June
  Various 
  All day

Friday 21 June is Ark Day – a day when the 
people who live and work in Basingstoke 
and Deane can take part in a 24-hour 
fundraising drive in support of Ark Cancer 
Centre Charity. Ark is raising £5 million to 
help fund a new NHS cancer treatment 
centre at Basingstoke hospital. Find out all 
about Ark Day, and how you can take part. 

  www.arkcancercharity.org.uk/

Basingstoke Festival 

 Friday 21 June to Sunday 7 July
  Various venues 
  Various times
  Various prices

Basingstoke Festival is an annual arts 
festival designed to showcase the best of 
the arts locally, nationally and internationally, 
from music to dance, visual art to theatre. 

  www.basingstokefestival.co.uk 

JULY

Fastlove - A Tribute to 
George Michael 

 Thursday 4 July
  The Anvil 
  7.45pm
  Various (includes £3 booking fee)

Relive the passion, the flair, and the 
rare sensitivity of George Michael in this 
incredible concert sensation, packed with 
crowd-pleasing anthems from Wham! hits 
to the chart-topping success of his album 
Faith.

  www.anvilarts.org.uk

B LOVE 

  Saturday 6 to Sunday 7 July
 War Memorial Park
 Saturday 12.30pm to 10.30pm, 
Sunday 12.30pm to 7.30pm
Various (see website for details)

B LOVE is Basingstoke’s biggest 
weekend of live music, packed with a 
variety of performance, art and family fun. 
It features a line-up of local music and art 
talent as well as international headliners 
on a number of stages. Tickets are on 
sale and early bird prices will be available 
until Friday 31 May 2019.

  www.blovemusic.com/ 

Big Wheel

 Sunday 21 July
 Down Grange Sports Complex,  
Basingstoke, RG22 5SN
  9am
  Various

Enjoy a spectacular summer’s day 
cycling and taking in the views of the 
local picturesque villages and stunning 
Hampshire countryside to raise funds 
for local charity St Michael’s Hospice. 
Choose to take part in the beginner 
five-mile route, the intermediate 22-mile 
route, the challenger 41-mile route or the 
advanced 65-mile route. 

01256 848848 
events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/transportfestival
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/summerbands
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/kite-festival
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Easter bin 
collections

This edition of Basingstoke & Deane Today was written, designed and 
published by the communications team at Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council. Printed by Newsquest Media Group Ltd. It is also 
available online at  
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bdtoday
© Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council – March 2019. 
For further copies, please call 01256 844844 
or email communications@basingstoke.gov.uk

This newspaper is also available in other 
formats including large print. For a copy, 
please call 01256 844844. 

Please read and

Contact your council
Online click:
www.basingstoke.gov.uk

 @BasingstokeGov
for service updates and 
the latest news from the council.

By SMS message, text:
07797 877006

BT text relay:
1800101256844844

By phone, call:
The contact centre on 01256 844844.
The contact centre is open Mondays 
to Thursdays from 8.30am to 5.30pm 
and on Fridays from 8.30am to 5pm 
(except bank holidays).

For emergencies relating to council 
services outside normal hours call 
01256 844844 and stay on the line to 
be connected with the out-of-hours 
service.

In person, visit: 
The Civic Offices in London Road, 
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH
Open Mondays to Thursdays from 
8.30am to 5pm and on Fridays from 
8.30am to 4.30pm (except bank 
holidays).

By post, write to:
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council, Civic Offices, London Road, 
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH

Your borough councillor
Find yours at www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/mycouncillor or call 01256 844844.

If you’d like to advertise in Basingstoke & Deane Today please 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bdtoday or call 01256 844844 
for more information.

Advertise with us

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council gives no warranties in relation 
to the content of any advertisements 
placed in Basingstoke & Deane Today 
and shall have no liability for any losses 
howsoever caused by or related to 
those advertisements. Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council makes no 
endorsement whatsoever with regard 

to any advertisements or any products, 
services or other offers featured in any 
advertisements placed in Basingstoke & 
Deane Today. Any views or comments 
expressed in any advertisements placed 
in Basingstoke & Deane Today are those 
of the advertiser and are not to be taken 
as reflecting the views or opinions of 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.

Over the Easter break there 
will be no changes to the bin 
collections, even on Good Friday 
and Easter Monday. So put 
your grey bin out on your usual 
day before 7am, together with 
your green bin on your normal 
recycling week.

Planning 
for this year’s 
Basingstoke 
Festival – 
the eighth 
successive 

event – is currently in full swing and 
there will be plenty of opportunity to 
get involved between Friday 21 June 
and Sunday 7 July.

Continuing with the 2018 theme 
‘Art in Unusual Places’, audiences 
will get the chance to enjoy a variety 
of performances such as street 

theatre with ‘One Kid and Their Dog’ 
where high-octane contemporary 
dance, acrobatics and street dance 
merge with the extraordinary world of 
shopping trolleys.

Female-led company Mimbre 
Acrobats will mesmerise audiences 
with breathtaking acrobatic theatre 
while ‘Doubles’, a performance by 
Joe Garbett Dance will bring bursts of 
colour in a collision of dance and ping 
pong to War Memorial Park.

If you fancy joining in, sign up to 
be part of our dance flashmob. Or if 

you prefer to take a back seat why 
not take in some Shakespeare with 
The Proteans at The Walled Garden, 
reminisce at an 80s’ exhibition at 
The Willis Museum or grab a chair 
as Pictures in the Park returns to 
War Memorial Park with showings of 
Moulin Rouge!, Bohemian Rhapsody 
and Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again.

Keep up-to-date by following 
 @BstokeFestival 

 @basingstokefestival or visit 
www.basingstokefestival.co.uk 

Discover Art in Unusual Places
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www.blovemusic.com
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mycouncillor



