
Position Statement on Nitrate Neutrality in relation to The Solent 
 
The council has recently received a consultation response from Natural England in relation 
to a planning application for residential development in the catchment of the River Test and 
Itchen (as part of the wider catchment to the Solent). As submitted, Natural England have 
advised that the application could have potential significant effects on Solent and 
Southampton Water Special Protection Area (SPA) and Solent Maritime Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC). Natural England have advised that they require further information in 
order to determine the significance of these impacts and the scope for mitigation for that 
application.  The further information required is: 
 

 Assessment of water quality impacts of the operational phase of the development 
on the designated sites. 
 

Without the submission of this information, Natural England may place an objection to 
proposed new residential development.  The issue of nitrate impact on the Solent has 
received coverage in the media recently.  The aforementioned consultation response is the 
first received in this Borough.  Officers have been and continue to liaise with Natural England 
to understand the specific issues as far as they might be relevant to BDBC.  As soon as more 
specific advice is received this will be communicated so as to provide advice for applicants, 
residents and other interested parties in relation to affected planning applications.   
 
In the meantime the council will not issue decisions for new residential development in the 
relevant catchment areas where wastewater generated by the development could have 
potential significant effects on Solent and Southampton Water Special Protection Area (SPA) 
and Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC), unless Natural England have been 
consulted and confirmed no objection to the proposed development. 
 
At the current time the council is seeking a map that can be published of the relevant 
Catchment Area from Natural England.  Case officers of current applications and appeals will 
be contacting applicants/agents on this matter.  If there are any queries on whether your 
site is potentially impacted please contact the relevant case officer. 
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