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Infrastructure boost for Manydown development

A package of infrastructure needed
for the Manydown housing
development has been given a
welcome boost with the
announcement of £10.3 million of
Government funding.
This brings the amount of recent
support for infrastructure in Basingstoke
to over £70 million, to be invested in road
improvements completed or planned on
the major gateways into the town. This
includes improvements to Black Dam
and Winchester Road roundabouts,
with works currently underway to a
number of key junctions on the A33 to
increase capacity, reliability and safety
for road users. Looking ahead, similar
improvements are also planned for
Thornycroft roundabout along with the
key junctions on the A30 in the future.
Manydown was one of 32
council-led projects across the South
East to be awarded Government funding
to support work that will make housing
developments more viable and get
much-needed homes built quicker.
The £10.3 million will help fund
the entrance junctions onto the A339
and B3400. A decision is expected
later this year on another larger bid
covering a comprehensive package of
infrastructure, including the Manydown
spine road, drainage and utilities.
At the time of going to press, the
council was deciding on the development
partner that will help to deliver up to
3,500 homes on the northern part of
Manydown, on land where Basingstoke
and Deane Borough Council and
Hampshire County Council are joint
owners of a long lease. The partner
must share the councils’ vision of making
Manydown a great place to live, with
well-planned infrastructure and facilities.
An outline application for the
Manydown development is currently
being considered by the borough council.
For the latest on the Manydown outline
planning application see page 5.

Bowled over
Funding to improve Hannington
sports pavilion

See page 3

Community building
New facility for Beggarwood
opens its doors

See page 5

Best foot forward!
Put a spring in your step by getting
out into the fresh air for one of the
free health walks taking place in
the borough.
New Wednesday evening walks
are set to start from April – in addition
to the regular daytime Walk for Health
sessions which take place throughout
the year.
Whatever your fitness level,

there’s a walk suitable for you –
from the very slow to moderate and
brisk – at various locations across
the borough. There’s even a Sunday
afternoon stroll at Oakley. See the
back page for more ways to get
active.

For more information visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/healthwalks

Making real change
Community fundraising helps
homeless charities

See page 7
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Did you know?
Plenty to celebrate
at Ellisfield

Ellisfield Memorial Hall is proving
more popular than ever since its
refurbishment last year – even on
Christmas Day!
Three local families hired the
community facility for a big festive
get-together – using the new
kitchen to cook the turkey and
enjoying the new heating system.
Both were installed with the help
of a Local Infrastructure Fund
grant of £17,100 from the council.
New bookings are now
flooding in from local people
and a village party is also
being planned for Saturday 10
November to mark the end of
the First World War. It will be a
fitting tribute as the memorial hall
was built to commemorate the
villagers who died in the conflict.
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Easier ways to pay

Paying your council tax bill has
become even easier. At the touch
of a button you can pay online,
get a Direct Debit form, change
a payment date, go paperless
with e-bills, get reminder texts,
tell us you’ve moved and check
discounts or exemptions.
Visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
counciltax

Sign up

Have you signed up for email updates
on council services, news and events?
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/signup

Welcome

As we move into spring, the
borough is definitely beginning to
come into bloom!
A number of projects that will
continue to make this a great place to
live and work in years to come are all
starting to take huge strides forward.
The announcement of £10.3
million of Government funding to
support the infrastructure needed
for the Manydown development is a
great show of support for our vision
of well-planned growth.
We are now clearly on the list
of key towns for the future. It’s also
a recognition that growth has to
be accompanied by infrastructure
that gives a dividend for those who
already live here, as well as new
residents, and the need to support
our communities. This is another step
towards making the most of the great
opportunity that is Basingstoke and
Deane and I hope there is more to
come.
Soon we will have a development
partner working alongside us to
deliver Manydown as the sort of
place that we would want to live in,
taking this project forward to provide
much-needed homes.

... to the 2018 spring edition.
This comes at the same time as
we are progressing the innovative
proposals for £300 million of private
sector funding to completely revamp
Basingstoke Leisure Park, giving our
residents the regional class leisure
facilities they deserve.
And a new Grade A office building
will soon be completed as part of
our continuing focus on regenerating
Basing View into a modern business
location.
Meanwhile we are continuing to
provide the services that residents
rely on today, including keeping the
weekly bin collections that they told
us they value. And we are supporting
vital community projects across the
borough.
This edition of Basingstoke &
Deane Today will give you the chance
to catch up on some of the things
happening in your borough to help
make it such a great place to live and
work.

Council Leader
Cllr Clive Sanders

Balancing the budget to keep council tax low
The average household in the
borough will pay just £2.24 a
week for all the services provided
by the borough council next year.
The council’s budget for
2018/2019 continues to make it a
low tax, high spend council.
Bills go out to homes across
the borough this month (March),
but only part of the council tax you
pay comes to the borough council.
An average (band D) household
is set to pay £1,560.58 for the
year from April and of this £116.42
pays for borough council services.
This is only £5 more per year than
2017/2018.
The money covers everyday
services, including rubbish
bin collections - that will stay
weekly after a decision at the
end of last year - street cleaning,
maintaining open spaces, housing,
environmental health and food
safety, as well as supporting
community, arts, culture and leisure
facilities and activities. It also
covers initiatives to support the
most vulnerable in the community.
The borough currently has
the lowest band D council tax of
all districts in Hampshire and the
seventh lowest in England. Yet
the council currently has the sixth
highest spend per head on services
of all English districts.
The money that the council gets
in interest on its investments and
rents on its commercialy owned
properties, such as business
premises, helps to balance the
budget without putting a higher

burden on council tax.
Being free from debt, with large
commercial property and cash
investment portfolios mean that less
than 6% of the council’s income is
reliant on falling Government funding.
For example, the council’s property
portfolio alone generates rental
income of £16.6 million - more than
the main government grant, business
rates and council tax combined.
This, together with finding
£11.2 million of savings over the last

nine years, allows the council to
maintain a high quality of services
as well as investing in improving
the borough now and in the future,
with proposals for a £134 million
programme over the next four
years. This includes the Basing
View regeneration to attract new
employers, transport schemes,
community facilities, play area
improvements, sports facilities,
parking and access schemes and
future cemetery provision.

How your council tax is divided up
Hampshire County
Council £1,200.96
Police £177.46
Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council £116.42
Fire £65.74
Total
Breakdown of 2018/19 band D council tax annual charges.
This does not include those areas requesting a parish precept.

£1,560.58
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Over £900,000 for community groups
Community and voluntary groups
in the borough are to get almost a
million pounds of funding from the
council, under a scheme to support
the vital work they do.
A commitment of a total of
£916,100 in grants over the next three
years has been made to a range of
projects and organisations.
Funding for 13 specific projects
from the Community and Voluntary
Sector Grants Scheme totals
£687,600 over the next three years
focusing on initiatives to make older
people feel less isolated; support for
families, especially those from more
disadvantaged backgrounds; helping
young people to reach their full
potential; breaking down barriers to
getting a job and encouraging people
to be physically or mentally healthier.
Two organisations given funding
for projects for the first time from April
are The Basingstoke Disability Forum,
for its project helping people with
disabilities access services, advice
and support into more rural areas,
and the YMCA for the Y Pass scheme
to teach life skills to vunerable 18 to
25 year olds including those at risk of
homelessness.
In addition to the grants covering
specific projects, the council is also
giving £228,500 over the next three
years in strategic grants to help with
the overall running of community
organisations that provide specialist
services integral to supporting the
council’s work.
The two organisations given

strategic grants this year are
Basingstoke Consortium - which
helps prepare young people for
the world of work - and Young
People’s Independent Counselling a Basingstoke-based charity which
provides free mental health and
wellbeing support to 11 to 25 year olds.
Cabinet Member for Finance,
Service Delivery and Improvement Cllr
Robert Tate said: “We are fortunate to

have so many dedicated community
and voluntary groups in the borough
which make such a difference to
people’s lives. These grants support
a wide range of activities that will
benefit people from across the
borough, especially those who are
most vulnerable.”

Did you know?
We’re here to help

For more information visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/funding
Our customer service team was
contacted over 230,300 times
last year. The team took 178,018
calls, responded to 30,969 emails
and helped people during 1,928
webchats. We also welcomed
19,386 visitors to our reception.
Get in touch visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/get-intouch

Pitch perfect

Basingstoke Consortium has received funding to help prepare young people for work.

Bowled over by improvements at Michael’s Field

Hannington residents are looking
forward to a summer of sport and fun
at the newly-opened Michael’s Field
sports pavilion.
Cricket and football matches, local
events and parties will be enjoyed after
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refurbishment of the pavilion and repairs
to the field’s cricket strip and car park.
This was partly funded with a
grant for £29,900 from the council’s
Local Infrastructure Fund, while local
fundraising also contributed towards the

Kath Clarke, whose great-uncle was Captain Michael Mosley MC, left, and Tania Brookes, chair of the
Michael’s Field Committee.

£60,000 project.
Improvements to the pavilion
included a new kitchen and showers
and an extended central room for social
events and parties. A marquee is also
available for outdoor occasions.
The hall was officially opened last
November and the improved facilities
have attracted more junior and senior
teams from Kingsclere.
The children’s play area is currently
being updated and the Michael’s Field
Committee is fundraising to raise
£10,000 for the work.
Michael’s Field was given to
Hannington village by the parents of local
man Captain Michael Mosley, who was
killed in action in the Battle of El Alamein
in Egypt during the Second World War.
Chairman of the Michael’s Field
committee Tania Brookes said:
“Michael’s Field has been much-loved
and enjoyed by the community for more
than 70 years.
“The recent refurbishment has given
the pavilion and pitches a new lease of
life which will encourage more people to
use the facility and bring in income for its
upkeep.
“We hope this idyllic spot in
Hannington will continue to be used and
nurtured by future generations.”

We maintain 31 football pitches
in the borough, including 14
full size and 17 youth pitches.
During the winter season our
sports team also maintains the
Hampshire Football Association
football pitch in Winklebury, the
first team caged rugby pitch, four
senior rugby pitches and 14 youth
training rugby boxes. 		
During the summer season,
we are responsible for two cricket
pitches, four bowling greens,
grass tennis courts, a croquet
lawn and the athletics field.

New look website
Our website - which is visited 16,000
times per week - has been updated,
improving access to services. You’ll
now need fewer clicks to complete
tasks like requesting a new recycling
bin or reporting a missed collection.
Visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk
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Did you know?
Sporting chance

Sports clubs, including the
Chineham Tigers youth
football team, are enjoying the
newly-refurbished facilities at
Mapledurwell pavilion.
Improvements to the pavilion
at the recreation ground were
made by Mapledurwell and Up
Nately Parish Council with a Local
Infrastructure Fund grant of £8,400
from the borough council.

Second Hackathon
Basingstoke saw the return of its
popular Hackathon event for a
second year. Organised by the
Basingstoke Tech scene, with
support from the council, the
two-day event at co-working space
Desklodge brought teams of digital
developers, entrepreneurs, hobbyists
and students together to practice
their tech skills, demonstrating the
town’s local digital talent.
A range of interesting ideas
came forward including playing
someone’s favourite music when
they unlock a door, i-itineraries
for the perfect day out and virtual
signage and graffiti to change the
urban landscape.

Start a conversation
In December we launched a new
ideas hub and asked for your
thoughts on how we can improve
evenings at the Top of the Town.
The response has been very
positive and all the ideas will be
considered as part of the wider
plans for regenerating the cultural
heart of the town.

Leisure park activities to double
Leisure activities are set to double
under an agreement to transform
Basingstoke Leisure Park.
Complex negotiations between
the council and development partner
NewRiver REIT Plc about the major
project have now been completed
and at the time of going to press the
contract was about to be signed.
Under the plan the company
will bring in £300 million in private
sector money to redevelop the
whole borough council-owned 60
acre park, apart from the Milestones
Museum.
Outline plans will see the
existing leisure park dramatically
enhanced, creating 500,000 sq ft of
leisure facilities, introducing exciting
new experiences for families,
together with high-adrenaline

pursuits and state-of-the-art virtual
reality e-sports, and a new £23
million Aquadrome. All the funding
for the development, including a new
Aquadrome, will be coming from the
private sector with no public
money invested.
The agreement with NewRiver to
redevelop the leisure park includes
the development of a proposal for an
ice rink. This would rely on finding
a suitable operator who is able to
make it economically viable and it
being something that the residents
of the borough want.
In addition to the 500,000 sq ft of
leisure facilities, the plans include a
new 200,000 sq ft upmarket designer
outlet village, complementing
the range of leisure and retail
opportunities in Basingstoke and

making the town an even stronger
regional destination.
Work will now move forward on
drawing up a planning application,
including extensive community
engagement to help shape the
proposals, discussions with potential
occupiers to secure new attractions
for Basingstoke, detailed traffic
studies and wider technical work.
This will be a complex, phased
project, and will take time and
careful planning to complete. Based
on current estimates, it is anticipated
that work would start on the new
leisure park from 2025, subject to
planning permission.
For more information see
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
leisureparkproposal

Aquadrome splash and play
Young swimmers and fitness
enthusiasts are enjoying exciting
new facilities at the Aquadrome.
An £180,000 interactive splash
and play pool for toddlers, funded by
Basingstoke and Deane Community
Leisure Trust, opened in January at
the popular leisure centre which is
managed by Serco.
The new play area includes a
number of fun features such as fish
spouting water jets, buckets and
wheels. It was named ‘Under the Sea Splash and Play’ by competition winner
six-year-old Rhys Richards, a Buryfields
Infant School pupil from Odiham, in a
competition at the Aquadrome.
More than £350,000 is being
spent on upgrading the gym to include
new cardiovascular equipment,
improved décor, air conditioning and
new strength equipment, to maximise
the gym users’ experience.
The Trust and Serco Leisure are

investing more than £1.3 million in total
into new features at the Aquadrome,
the Basingstoke Golf Centre and Tadley
Swimming Pool, as well as £1.75 million
on maintenance over the term of the
contract through to December 2022. The
council, as part of its ongoing commitment
to the facilities, will invest £1.6 million.

The longer-term proposal to
provide a new Aquadrome through the
Basingstoke Leisure Park regeneration
is some years away so the partners
have invested in providing high
quality leisure facilities for residents
in the meantime.

Winklebury regeneration moves forward
Plans to work in partnership
to regenerate areas of western
Basingstoke are moving forward,
with the first focus being Winklebury.
The council is working alongside
Hampshire County Council and other
partners to regenerate the area to
meet community needs, improve and
increase housing and create a strong
link with Manydown.
The area has already developed its
own community plan drawn up by the
Winklebury Community Action Group
and the council is putting together a
proposal to maximise the potential of
the opportunities in the area.
This will include regenerating some
of the 1960s and 1970s housing in the
area with Vivid Homes using some
council land and improving the physical
and social connections with the town

centre and neighbouring residential
areas.
Work has already started with
Vivid Homes to redevelop the derelict
Harlech Hall site on Harlech Lane.
Subject to approval, the plan is to build
seven new homes that will be offered as
social housing to people on the waiting
list in the Winklebury area.
Deputy Leader and the Cabinet
member responsible for regeneration
Cllr Terri Reid said: “While there is
new development taking place in the
borough it is really important that our
existing communities are also protected
and enhanced. We work hard to ensure
the areas complement and work well
together. This is a big project and it will
take time and residents will be asked to
feed in their views once a draft plan is
drawn up.”

New supermarket for Winklebury

An old unused food store in
Winklebury is set to get a new
lease of life after the council
agreed a deal with major
supermarket chain ALDI to
provide a modern new shopping
facility for local people on its land.
This will be the first ALDI
to open in the borough following
negotiations between our property
team, the building’s landlord and the
supermarket company.
Subject to planning permission,
it is expected that the new store will
generate up to 40 new jobs for the
area. The planning application is
expected later this year.

Artist’s impression of a typical ALDI store, to
show how the Winklebury Way ALDI may look.
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Manydown planning moves forward
Changes are being made to the
outline planning application for the
Manydown development, based on
feedback since it was submitted.
The main focus is revised plans for
the access junctions at the north, from
the A339, and south, from the B3400
Worting Road, to the new development.
These have been made in response to
comments from the highways authority
and from the public consultation.
Further changes have also been made
to reduce the height of buildings in
sensitive areas around the edge of the
Worting Conservation Area.
The outline planning application
- for a maximum of 3,520 homes,
businesses, shops and community
facilities, two new local centres, two
new primary schools and land for a
new secondary school and a 250-acre

new country park - was submitted
in March 2017 by Basingstoke and
Deane Borough Council and Hampshire
County Council, as the
joint landowners.
A different part of the borough
council, that will decide whether to
give the development planning
permission, has been considering the
plan including consulting with residents
and other bodies.
The updates now being made, in
response to comments, will need to
go out to further public consultation by
the planning authority after they are
submitted – likely to be later in
the spring.

For more information on the changes
visit the Manydown project website
at www.manydownbasingstoke.co.uk

Love for new Beggarwood Community Centre
A new community centre for
Beggarwood is aiming to become
the true heart of the community
after the doors to the building
opened in February.
Be it an exercise class, an event or

just a chat with friends over a cup of
tea, the Hatch Warren and
Beggarwood Community Association
has plans to make Beggarwood
Community Centre a facility used and
enjoyed by all ages.

Cheers! Local youngsters toast the future success of Beggarwood Community Centre.

The contemporary building,
designed to blend in with the natural
landscape, has been built with council
funding of £764,000, received from
developers’ contributions.
In addition to a community café,
there are rooms for meetings and
get-togethers. People will be able
to book the new facility for activities
or events such as birthday parties.
Volunteers are being sought to help
manage the centre, which will be run
by the association on a daily basis.
It is planned that the hall will
be used by a variety of community
groups, including parents and carers
with babies and toddlers, youth
organisations and older people.
For more information, or to
volunteer as a trustee, contact
Hatch Warren and Beggarwood
Community Association on
01256 811262 or email office@
hatchwarren.org or visit www.
hatchwarren.org

Basing View transformation wins investment
The transformation of Basingstoke’s
central business district has
stepped up a gear following a £7.5
million investment boost from the
Enterprise M3 Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP).
This vital funding, which has
been agreed in principle, will mean that
essential work to prepare key areas of
Basing View ready for redevelopment
can go ahead.
Village Hotels has submitted a
planning application for a much needed
new 153-bedroom business-class
hotel to be built. Major ground levelling
work to allow this land to be developed
has been funded by part of the LEP
investment grant.
When construction begins
on site, and subject to planning

permission being granted, this £19
million investment by Village Hotels
will bring more than 134 construction
jobs, 120 direct jobs with a further 25
jobs estimated to be created by the
restaurant and café. when it opens
in 2019. The council has sold a long
lease to Village Hotels and the money
generated from this will help fund future
development in the borough. The hotel
will offer residents and businesses
meetings and events facilities and
all-day restaurant and leisure facilities.
If granted planning permission,
construction of the hotel is proposed to
start in the summer.
Another important milestone this
summer for Basing View will see the
completion of the Florence Building
which will be a new 60,000 sq ft Grade

A office development in Basing View.
It is being built by Abstract Securities
and will include 206 car parking spaces
and accommodate around 700 desks.
Cabinet Member for Property
and Development Cllr John Izett said:
“I am delighted that our LEP partners
are recognising the opportunities that
are deliverable at Basing View by
agreeing to support new investment
with a sizeable grant of £7.5 million.
We will put this to good use in bringing
forward the proposed new hotel and
office developments that will provide
new amenities to the people working at
Basing View and better, more modern
space for them to work from.”
For more information visit
www.basingview.co.uk
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Did you know?
Top ten for tech
Basingstoke is in the top ten of
the UK’s next technology centres,
according to a new survey by
JobLift. The survey, which ranked
Basingstoke as seventh, analysed
the percentage increase of tech
vacancies and the percentage of
tech jobs in the local job market
and education centres in towns
and cities with a population under
200,000.
The council has invested in
SETsquared to create more digital
start-up businesses, something
which has been strengthened by
the opening of co-working space
DeskLodge, and the Enterprise
M3 local enterprise partnership
and the University of Surrey 5G
Innovation Centre’s investment in
a 5G test bed for businesses.

Get your skates on

Rooksdown skate park is taking
shape and will soon be ready for
action.
The £168,000 project, on
land next to the community centre,
has been made possible with Local
Infrastructure Funding of £150,500.
Since January 2014, over £5
million has been allocated to 78
projects across the borough.
Find out more at
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
infrastructurefund

Great fir recycling
We collected 4,459 of your real
Christmas trees at 22 sites around
the borough in January.
And they have been put
to great use, with each being
transformed into ProGrow soil
conditioner for local gardens and
wood chippings for the borough’s
parks. Thank you for helping us to
recycle more.
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More help to buy

People looking to get on or move
up the property ladder were given
information and advice during a
free Help to Buy event organised
by our housing team.
Around 260 people received
free help and advice on the homes
and schemes available, including
the Government’s Help to Buy
and shared ownership schemes.
There was also an opportunity
to speak to developers, solicitors
and financial advisors during
the event.

Baughurst boost

Residents and businesses in the
Baughurst area can look forward to
full fibre broadband service to keep
them better connected in the future
after the council granted £62,500 to
kick-start the community project.
Local action group Hampshire
Broadband Ltd plans to introduce
an independent high speed
broadband infrastructure for around
450 properties, with speeds of
1000Mbps. We are funding the initial
installation and connection costs,
with the community pledging to
cover the remaining expenditure.

Clean streets ahead

Stamp out neighbourhood nuisances

Communities are being encouraged
to help keep Basingstoke and Deane
a place to be proud of by reporting
neighbourhood nuisances.
Since January our Community
Safety Patrol Officers (CSPOs)
have been focusing on reducing
and resolving issues that blight local
neighbourhoods, ranging from
fly-tipping and graffiti to dog fouling
and abandoned vehicles.
Thanks to information flagged
by residents through feedback in
community surveys, work with local
groups on their community-led plans
and issues reported directly to the
council, our CSPOs have been able
to tackle a large number of nuisance
issues.
The Notice your Neighbourhood
campaign will continue until the end of
March, but residents are encouraged
to report matters of concern throughout
the year.
Cabinet Member for Communities
and Community Safety Cllr Simon
Bound said: “The CSPOs constantly
spot issues when they are patrolling
but we also rely on direct contact from

residents who spot damaged trees,
found needles, litter, broken glass and
dog fouling.
“Please make a report if you spot
overhanging vegetation and hedges,
excessive weeds on busy footways,
overflowing bins and damaged
equipment in parks and open spaces.
We can’t help with every issue, but

Going green in the garden
More people are benefiting from
greener gardens thanks to our
garden waste service.
Last year more than 10,000
households signed up to the scheme
that collects garden waste from
your home. With the spring months
approaching, now is the perfect
opportunity to sign up for 2018.
The popular service offers
residents the chance to have their
garden waste, such as grass,
trimmings, leaves, twigs, pruning
and weeds, collected rather than
making trips to the household waste
recycling centre.
It runs until mid- December
and residents are charged for the
remaining number of collections
depending on when during the year
they sign up. Customers signing up
this month will pay just £31.82 for
the service.
Cabinet Member for Regulatory
Services and the Environment

Cllr Hayley Eachus said: “The
garden waste collection service is a
convenient and cost-effective way to
maintain your garden while helping
the borough to recycle more.”
For more information visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
gardenwaste or call
01256 844844.

Help create great new homes
Our operations team keeps over
850 miles of public highway clean,
that’s the equivalent of a road from
Basingstoke to Milan!

On course for golf
A medieval-themed adventure golf
park at Basingstoke Golf Centre may
be built if it gets the go-ahead from
planners.
Plans to update the existing
mini golf facility and replace the
putting green are proposed for the
popular centre.

Have your say on new planning
guidance that will set standards for
housing developments, covering a
range of issues from the number of
parking spaces they should have to
the types and sizes of homes that
should be built.
The council has started
consultation on three supplementary
planning documents about housing,
design and sustainability and parking,
running to Monday 19 March.
These documents provide detailed
planning guidance explaining how the
policies in the Basingstoke and Deane
Local Plan will be used in making
decisions on planning applications.

Cabinet Member for Planning
and Infrastructure Cllr Mark Ruffell
said: “When planning applications
are submitted, these documents will
give extra guidance on key matters of
detail that can make a big difference in
creating places where people want to
live.
“I would encourage residents
and businesses with an interest in
planning to have a look at the new
guidance and let us know their views.”
The consultation runs until 4pm on
Monday 19 March visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planningpolicy-consultations

there are lots of instances where we
will be able to offer support.”

To report an issue in your
neighbourhood download one of the
apps including ‘Love Clean Streets’
and ‘Fix My Street’. Alternatively visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report or
call 01256 844844.

Parking patrols
New parking machines have
been successfully installed in
Basingstoke town centre car
parks giving drivers more choice
about how to pay for parking.
The 22 machines provide the
option of a ‘check-in, check-out
system’, allowing users to pay with
a debit or credit card for the time
they park. The council’s investment
has greatly improved the reliability
of the machines, freeing up our
parking enforcement officers
to focus on on-street parking,
including parking on yellow lines
and residential bays.
A joint campaign with
Hampshire Constabulary to
target inconsiderate drivers who
park badly, blocking roads and
pavements, has also taken place.
This aims to educate drivers about
the potential consequences of poor
parking. The parking team and our
Community Safety Patrol Officers
have been working with schools in
the borough to help them reduce
parking pressures around the
school gates and nearby streets.
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Community rallies for Real Change
Thousands of pounds have been
raised for local homeless charities
thanks to the generosity of people in
the borough.
Residents, groups, churches,
schools and businesses are among those
who supported this year’s Real Change
not Loose Change campaign, exceeding
the £15,565 target with more money still
coming in.
And this money raised will make
a difference enabling:
• people sleeping on the streets to
benefit from a comfortable bed and
a hot meal at the Night Light winter
shelter, held in town centre churches
seven nights a week from December
to the end of February
• the Camrose Day Centre to continue
to open for a third day every week
to provide homeless people with a
welcoming space to enjoy a meal,
get advice and have a shower and
a shave
• Julian House to provide storage
for people who are sleeping on
Basingstoke’s streets to keep their
personal items safe.
The Social Inclusion Partnership
(SIP), which includes a range of specialist,
voluntary, statutory, faith and community
groups, launched Real Change 2017 on
World Homelessness Day in October.
The initiative encouraged people wanting
to help make a real change to donate to
the crowdfunding site, as an alternative to
giving money directly to rough sleepers.
People were also encouraged to donate
their time as a volunteer with local
homeless charities or items such as food,
bedding or clothing.
Real Change aims to build on the
work of the SIP to bring together the
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Did you know?
Warm homes fund
Borough residents living in rural
areas with no gas network and
on a low income may be eligible
to apply for free central heating
installation.
The council, in partnership
with YES Energy Solutions,
has launched a new renewable
energy scheme through the
Warm Homes Fund.
Find out more by calling
01256 844844 or visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/warmhomes

Take action
Oakley Infant School raised £525 through donations from family and friends attending their nativity.

expertise, experience and resources of
everyone who supports homelessness in
the borough, including the support of local
residents and businesses.
This joined-up forward thinking
approach is already resulting in more
people being helped in the right way. A
rough sleeper count held towards the end
of last year recorded an estimate of 15
rough sleepers in Basingstoke, down from
the 2016 figure of 26.
And the borough has been
recognised by other authorities for its
work as a Making Every Adult Matter pilot.
This sees the council and other relevant
services such as the police, ambulance,
health service and drug and rehabilitation
teams work together with those rough
sleepers identified most in need of
support to share knowledge and create
an individual tailored approach for
each person.

For more information on how you
can help Real Change visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/real-change

Black Dam mum of two Rachel Brown volunteered
her time at the night shelter.

Winklebury Community Action
Group is calling for residents and
local businesses to get involved in
supporting the local community plan.
Published in December
last year, it is working towards
providing quality and accessible
services; a caring, inclusive and
active community; a safe and wellmaintained environment; a more
cohesive approach to communication
in the area and to maximise
opportunities for future facilities.
If you would like to help
support or volunteer to take the
Winklebury Community Plan forward
email community.development@
basingstoke.gov.uk
Or visit www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/communityplans

The test of time

Universal Credit comes to Basingstoke

People who receive benefits are
being encouraged to make sure
they are prepared for when the
government’s Universal Credit is
introduced in Basingstoke and
Deane.
The new way of receiving
benefits has been phased in across
the country and will start in the
borough at the end of May.
Universal Credit aims to simplify
working age benefits by replacing six
benefits with one. This means people
receiving the benefit only have to
deal with one organisation and not
three. It is managed online by the
Department for Work and Pensions
(DWP) and paid monthly, straight
into a bank account.
Universal Credit has already
operated in the borough for people
who are single and of working age
claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance.
From Wednesday 23 May, people
of working age applying for benefits
for the first time may be placed
on Universal Credit. This affects
Job Seeker’s Allowance, Housing

Benefits, Income Support, Child Tax
Credits, Working Tax Credit and
Employment and Support Allowance.
People already claiming one of
the six benefits will continue to claim
them as they do at the moment
and will be informed by Department
for Work and Pensions (DWP) if
they need to make a claim for
Universal Credit.

Cabinet Member for Digital
Innovation and Inclusion Cllr Hannah
Golding said: “We recognise that
there will be some residents who will
need some support both preparing
for Universal Credit and applying for
it. There is lots of help and advice
locally to assist people in making this
transition and I encourage people to
seek this at the earliest opportunity.”

How can you get ready?
Get online
If you don’t have internet access at
home or somewhere you can access
it regularly, most libraries in the
borough have computers available.
There are also many free wi-fi points
across the borough.
See where and when you can
find support to get online by
requesting our ‘How to get online
and improve your digital skills’
leaflet. Call 01256 844844 to be
sent a copy.

Get a bank account
A bank account is essential as this is
where the benefit will be paid.
A basic bank account will allow you to
pay money in and take it out but won’t
allow you to go overdrawn. You can set
up monthly direct debits for your rent
and bills so they are automatically paid
on time.

Visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
universal-credit for more information
about how this may affect you and
what you can do to get ready.

Council-funded historic
Whitchurch Silk Mill may have
drawn to a halt while major
refurbishment takes place but
the well-loved turret clock is still
marking time.
The Waterloo clock was
made by Handley and Moore of
Clerkenwell, London, in 1815,
and installed to keep time for the
workers and managers of the
Mill – which is exactly what it has
done in Whitchurch for 203 years.
Volunteer clock-winder David
Poole has been winding the
clock – a highly specialised task
– since 2012 and is determined
to keep it ticking while the mill,
Riverside Cafe and shop are
undergoing a major facelift.
This is part of the Heritage
Lottery Funded ‘Preserving the
Fabric Project’ and are all due to
re-open August 2018.
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Go far in your career with apprenticeships
Being an apprentice

Whether you’re a school leaver or
an employer, apprenticeships can
work for you.
It’s a better option than
university for some young people.
Apprenticeships offer structured
training in a place of work and a
salary – often with the prospect of a
good job after they finish.
That was the message during
National Apprenticeship Week
recently when young apprentices,
businesses and training providers
demonstrated how well the schemes
can work.
The council, which runs a
successful apprenticeship scheme

and promotes the benefits of
apprenticeships, joined Basingstoke
College of Technology, Basingstoke
ITEC, Basingstoke Consortium,
Queen Mary’s College and a host of
local businesses for a series of local
events throughout the week.
Information and advice was
provided to careers staff, employers,
students and local residents to
help them find out more about what
apprenticeships are available and the
benefits for everyone.
You can search for
apprenticeships online at
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

Did you know?

• There is no upper age limit for apprentices – anyone over 16 can apply
• An apprenticeship is a work-based training programme
• Higher and degree apprenticeships mean you can study up to Masters
Degree level with no tuition fees
• 90% of apprentices stay employed after they finish
• Many employers pay their apprentices more than the minimum wage
• 28,000 apprenticeships are available in more than 1,500 roles across the country
• You can do an apprenticeship through your current employer

New neighbourhood plans
Sherfield on Loddon and St Mary
Bourne have the borough’s latest
adopted neighbourhood plans,
following the outcomes of two
separate local referendums held in
February.
The adopted plans form part of
the development plan for the areas
and will be used in making decisions
on planning applications in Sherfield
on Loddon and St Mary Bourne.
They join the five existing
neighbourhood plans in place in the
borough at Oakley, Overton, Bramley,
Whitchurch and Sherborne St John.
Progress is also being made on
plans for other areas including
Old Basing and Lychpit, whose plan
will be decided upon at a referendum
in May, and Kingsclere, which is also
at an advanced stage.

Neighbourhood plans give
communities the opportunity to have
more say about where new houses,
businesses, shops and community
facilities should go in their local
area and can allocate sites for
development. They may also include
more detailed planning policies,
for example to define how new
development should look.
Our planning team supports
areas in developing neighbourhood
plans and moving them through
to adoption. So far there are 14
neighbourhood plans that have either
been adopted or work has started
on them with more likely to be
added soon.
Visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
neighbourhoodplan

Emily-Melissa Bennett, aged 18, Housing Apprentice
at Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.
		 “My apprenticeship has given me the opportunity
to obtain a valuable qualification that will put me in
good stead for my career. To anyone considering an
apprenticeship I would say go for it! It provides an
excellent opportunity to earn while you learn, develop
your skills and gives you an insight into how an
organisation operates on a day-to-day basis. I am so glad
I was given this opportunity.”

Amy Valles, aged 19, Level 4 Higher Engineering
Apprenticeship in Mechanical Engineering at
Middlesex Aerospace, Basingstoke.
“My dad and grandad were both engineers so when
I spent a week at Middlesex Aerospace everything
clicked into place. I would definitely recommend an
apprenticeship to anyone who likes the hands-on
approach to learning. To have the opportunity to earn,
learn and gain qualifications right up to degree level is
fantastic.”

Lorraine Jackman, aged 42, Clinical Health
Apprenticeship, NHS.
“I started my apprenticeship in Clinical Health at the
age of 42 while working as a Healthcare Support worker
for the NHS. My confidence has increased as a result - it
had been a long time since I had studied and I doubted
my ability at first. But as my assessments came back
and with the support of my assessor I realised that I had
underestimated myself and I was able to achieve more
than I had given myself credit for.”

Have your say in borough elections
Voters in the borough will go to the
polls on Thursday 3 May to elect
one third of the borough’s
60 councillors.
Those people registered in
one of the 20 wards scheduled for a
borough election will be entitled to
vote to elect a borough councillor to
serve in their ward until May 2019.
Seven parishes are also up for
election.
Last summer the council asked
people to update or confirm their
details on the register of electors
during the annual canvass. People
wanting to have their say at the
elections must be on the Electoral
Register. Those not already
registered must submit an application
to be registered no later than
Tuesday 17 April to be able to vote on

Thursday 3 May.
People wishing to vote by post,
or cancel an existing postal vote must
apply by 5pm on Wednesday 18
April. Proxy vote applications must be
received by 5pm on Wednesday 25
April 2018.
To find out how to register, check
whether you are registered, or
update your details visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/vote or
call 01256 845467.

Advertisement
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open events
14 May | 18 June

Basingstoke & Deane Today

Giving toads a
helping hand

Mayor praises community spirit
Highlights have included the
Jane Austen 200 commemoration and
Basingstoke Festival cultural events,
he put his best foot forward to fundraise
on the Moonlight Walk, celebrated
the borough’s cultural diversity on an
interfaith walk and at Diwali and spread
festive cheer at a number of Christmas
parties and concerts, including his civic
carol service.
Fundraising for the Mayor’s
Community Chest has been well
supported – the Mayor’s charity quiz
and spring concert at the Anvil proved
great successes – with £13,569 raised
so far.
Cllr Frankum said: “I have
enjoyed a huge number of great
events during my Mayoral year. It is the
wonderful community spirit that makes
Basingstoke and Deane such a special
place to live and work.”

Peace garden blooms
Basingstoke will get its own
Peace Garden in time to mark the
centenary of the end of the First
World War.
The council has been supporting
the Peace Garden Advisory Group,
made up of local volunteers, since
2014 to develop a plan to create a
community garden in War Memorial
Park as a lasting celebration of peace
and reconciliation.
The project is being supported
by £40,000 from the council’s
Infrastructure Fund coupled with
£23,667 already received for the
project from developer contributions
and public donations, which will allow
work to start on the garden.
The centenary of the end of the
First World War will be marked on
Sunday 11 November 2018, and it is
planned to open the garden before
this date in time to commemorate
International Day of Peace on Friday
21 September.
A circular paved space with a
water feature and seating for relaxation
and contemplation is proposed,
surrounded by newly-planted trees,
foliage and flowers, in the corner of the
park close to the aviary.
The Rooksdown Club is
donating £5,000 to the garden and
commissioning a sculptured bust to
commemorate the work of Sir Harold
Gillies, who pioneered facial plastic
surgery for wounded servicemen

Popley marks the
way to fitness
Walkers and runners in the
Popley area can look forward
to getting some exercise in the
fresh air on a new way-marked
route due to open this spring.
The 1.3km Popley
way-marked route will start
at Chineham Park splash
pad, pass by Shelley Road,
Shakespeare House Medical
Centre and
Abbey Road, onto the Melrose
footpath and finish at Popley
Community Park.
With the support of
Hampshire County Council, we
have placed way-marker posts
along the route for easy free
access for people of all ages.
One of the special features is
the open space gym equipment
that is available for a quick fun
workout en route!
Other way-marked routes
in the borough include Down
Grange Sports Complex,
Little Penwood and Crabtree
Plantation.
For more information visit
runtogether.co.uk/routes
Advertisement

WHAT A DIFFERENCE
A DAY MAKES

during both world wars, which will be
placed in the garden.
Sir Harold was based at
Rooksdown House, part of Park
Prewett Hospital in Basingstoke, where
he operated on injured soldiers and
trained other doctors in plastic surgery.
John Lewis Partnership has also
donated £885 through its Community
Matters scheme where customers of
the Basingstoke store vote for their
favourite community project.

For more information on the Peace
Garden visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
peacegarden

Did you know?

Why did the toad cross the road?
To reach its breeding pond!
Residents have been giving nature
a helping hand this year by volunteering
to assist toads to reach the ponds they
have used for generations. With support
from the council, the Toads on Roads
patrols have been taking place on mild,
wet evenings along Cufaude Lane in
Bramley.
Volunteer Andrew Cleave
(pictured) said: “Common Toads are
very particular about where they breed
and often migrate back to their ancestral
breeding ponds each year. They follow
the same route, regardless of what
gets in their way, which sometimes
leads to them crossing roads. Where
we get this toad vs traffic situation, the
toads inevitably come off worse, so our
volunteers have been helping them to
safely cross Cufaude Lane.”

2 FREE
PANELS
THIS
MONTH

* Quote Ref
BDT0318

“It’s the best home
improvement we have ever made.
Our conservatory is now our
dining room in the garden.”

TEN

Mike Millis,
Middleton On Sea

GUARANTEE

YE

AR

S

Basingstoke and Deane Mayor Cllr
Paul Frankum has been a familiar
face at a host of official events and
celebrations across the borough
during his busy year in office.
The Mayor, often accompanied
by Mayoress Cllr Jane Frankum, has
met people of all ages and from all
walks of life – from mums with toddlers,
schoolchildren and youth groups, to
local servicemen and women, business
leaders and the elderly.
Summer fairs and festivals,
theatre and music productions, sports
and fundraising events and much more
have been attended by the Mayor
and Mayoress to support the local
community.
In addition, Cllr Paul Frankum has
participated in a number of national
events such as Remembrance Day
and Holocaust Memorial Day.

Before

Later that day

Your conservatory that was too cold to eat breakfast in,
could be nice and toasty by teatime
Our lightweight insulated panels can make your conservatory:
• Warmer in winter • Cooler in summer • Quieter in bad weather
• Installed in less than a day • Usable all year round
For more information call:

0800 65 25 157
CONSERVATORY ROOFS

www.greenspaceconservatories.co.uk
As seen on

The Basingstoke Peace Garden Advisory Group
at the proposed site in War Memorial Park.
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*Orders placed by end of June 18. Applies to orders over 8 panels.
Smaller orders receive calculated discount. Not valid for use with any other offer.
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FRI 15
TO
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SUN 8

Mythical Beasts - Legendary
creatures come to life in
LEGO® Bricks

ART
IN
UNUSUAL PLACES

	Runs until Sunday 15 April
	Milestones Museum,
Basingstoke Leisure Park
Times vary
Price included in normal 		
admission charge
Mythical LEGO® beasts have escaped
onto the museum’s streets. Take on
this new LEGO® challenge suitable for
adventurers of all ages, recapture the
legendary creatures and save the day!
01256 639550
	www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.
uk/milestones-museum
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DISCOVER

The Scientific Secrets
of Doctor Who
Wednesday 14 March
	Basingstoke Discovery Centre,
Festival Place
7.30pm
£5, £7 including a 6pm science
evening talk
When Doctor Who was first broadcast
in 1963 the show was intended to
educate as well as entertain. Now, 55
years later, the programme is more
popular than ever. A show featuring
black holes, time travel and alien worlds
still presents a great opportunity to
engage audiences with the real science
behind the fiction. Advance booking is
essential. This talk is intended for an
adult audience.
01256 478670
	basingstoke.discovery.centre@
hants.gov.uk
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Tuesday 20 March
	The Haymarket
2.30pm and 7.30pm
Prices vary
Teechers brings to life an array of
terrifying teachers and hopeless pupils
through the eyes of three Year 11
students about to leave school for
good. Crammed full of unforgettable
characters, political left-hooks and razorsharp comedy. A modern classic with
something vital to say about education.
01256 844244
	www.anvilarts.org.uk

Sarah and Duck’s
Big Top Birthday
	Tuesday 27 to
Wednesday 28 March
	The Haymarket
Tuesday 2pm and 4pm, 		
Wednesday 11am and 2pm
£14.50 (Includes £2 booking fee)
Join Sarah and Duck and a host of your
favourite friends from the BAFTA
award-winning CBeebies show
including The Ribbon Sisters,
The Shallots, Flamingo & John and
Umbrella, as they plan a birthday party
for Scarf Lady in their garden. Suitable
for ages three and above.
01256 844244
	www.anvilarts.org.uk

Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt
	Friday 30 March
to Sunday 15 April
	The Vyne, Sherborne St John
10am to 4pm
Normal admission prices plus
£3 for a trail map and
chocolate treat
Set off on your own Easter adventure.
Keep your eyes peeled for hidden
animals in The Vyne’s grounds. Wrap
up warm with wellies and coats and
get ready to follow the clues to the
creatures’ secret hiding places.
One chocolate treat given per trail sheet
presented at the finish.
01256 883858
	www.nationaltrust.org.uk/thevyne

Ribbet Ribbet Croak
	Saturday 31 March
Proteus Creation Space, Council
Road, Basingstoke, RG21 3DH
11am to 2.30pm
£7 adults, £5 children
Join Grandma and Grandpa Frog
as they leave the pond to plan a big
surprise. Help them keep a look out for
their cheeky Grandfrogs, who pop up in
unexpected places! Suitable for children
aged six and under and audiences with
complex needs.
01256 354541
	www.proteustheatre.com

APRIL
Easter Activities
	Tuesdays 3 and 10 April
Basingstoke Discovery Centre
10am to 12noon
Free
Come along and have some fun
at Basingstoke Discovery Centre.
Colouring, craft, trails, construction and
other Easter holiday fun. For ages three
and above.
01256 478670
	basingstoke.discovery.centre@
hants.gov.uk

Basingstoke & Deane Today
Family Mask Making Workshop
M
 onday 9 April
	Basing House, Old Basing
1.30pm to 3.30pm
£4
Have fun making large, colourful masks
out of cardboard and junk bits and bobs.
01256 463965
	www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.
uk/basing-house

Designs and Make for spring
	Thursday 12 April
Basingstoke Discovery Centre
10.30am to 12noon
£5
Get ready for spring with this textiles
workshop for children aged five to 12.
Bring your own t-shirt and design using
fabric paints and embellishments. Places
are limited so advance booking is essential.
01256 478670
	basingstoke.discovery.centre@
hants.gov.uk

Overton Beer Festival
– Firkins & Fizz
	Friday 20 to Sunday 22 April
St Mary’s Hall, Overton, RG25 3HA
Friday 7.30pm to 11.30pm, Saturday
11.30am to 3.30pm and 7.30pm to
11.30pm, Sunday 12.00pm to 3.30pm
£8 (£6 on Sunday lunchtime)
Held over four sessions between Friday
and Sunday. There will be 24 real ales, six
ciders, a prosecco bar and some smashing
food and live music.
01256 771457
	overtonbeerfestival.co.uk

Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell

MAY
Croudace Festival 5k
Sunday 13 May
Festival Place
9.30am
£12, £15 after Sunday 1 April
A 5k race around Basingstoke town
centre starting in Festival Place, with
the first 1k around the shopping centre.
Open to all runners over the age of 13.
	www.destinationbasingstoke.co.uk

Festival of Transport

Sing-a-long-a Beauty and the
Beast

Danny Baker - Good Time
Charlie’s Back

	Sunday 3 June
	The Anvil
7.30pm
Various (Includes £2 booking fee)
Strictly pros Ian Waite and Oti Mabuse
perform a dance showcase spectacular
designed to dazzle and wow.
01256 844244
	www.anvilarts.org.uk

Marti Pellow

Saturday 13 May
War Memorial Park
11am to 4pm
Free
The park will be filled with over 900
vehicles. Whether you’re a keen motor
buff or you just want an interesting and
enjoyable family day out, come along.
01256 844844
	www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
transport-festival
	Thursday 7 June
The Anvil
7.30pm
£46 (Includes £2 booking fee)
Having achieved the highest of accolades
with Wet Wet Wet, Marti is now achieving
that rare position of a highly successful
career as both a solo artist and as a
leading musical theatre star.
01256 844244
	www.anvilarts.org.uk

Friday 8 June
The Anvil
7.30pm
£24.50; under 16s and f/t students
£22 (Includes £2 booking fee)
Following the extraordinary success of
the Cradle to Grave tour, Danny Baker
is back in a new show which could even
be under three hours long!
01256 844244
	www.anvilarts.org.uk

Sherfield Village Fete
	Saturday 9 June
	Sherfield-on-Loddon
12.30pm
Free
Sherfield Village Fete is back for another
year. The event is one of the largest
events of its kind in North Hampshire,
this time with a ‘wild west’ theme.
	www.sherfieldfete.org.uk
Advertisement

Wednesday 30 May
	The Anvil
7pm
£17; under 16s £12
(Includes £2 booking fee)
Sing your heart out at the adaptation
of this romantic fairy tale.
01256 844244
	www.anvilarts.org.uk

JUNE
Saturday 28 to Sunday 29 April
	The Haymarket
Saturday 1pm and 3.30pm, 		
Sunday 11am and 2pm
£15 (suitable for ages two and up)
(Includes £2 booking fee)
Based on Rod Campbell’s best-selling lift
-the-flap book, join Ben and his friend Sally
as they wait to see what the Zoo will send
when they get Ben’s letter asking for a pet.
01256 844244
	www.anvilarts.org.uk

Kite Festival

NGS open day

	Saturday 2 to Sunday 3 June
	Down Grange Sports Complex,
Pack Lane, Basingstoke, RG22 5SN
10am to 5pm
Free
The Basingstoke Kite Festival is back,
bringing an array of colour to the sky.
01256 844844
	www.basingstoke.gov.uk/kite-festival

Sunday 29 April
	Tylney Hall Hotel
10am to 4pm
£5
Explore the 66-acres of grounds in
support of the National Garden Scheme.
01256 745533
	www.tylneyhall.co.uk

An Audience with Ian Waite
and Oti Mabuse
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Quality Private Healthcare

Recognised by all
healthcare insurers
and open to any
self-funding
patient

“All the staff from my specialist through to the ladies
doing the cleaning everyone genuinely cares about
you and wants the very best for your recovery”

Call 01256 315050 or visit
candoverclinic.com

Private Healthcare
Supporting
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Volunteers help Popley Ponds thrive
The future for Great Crested Newts
in the borough is looking good as
the population at Marnel Park in
Popley continues to increase.
A 12-year monitoring scheme
at the site, supported by the council,
has recorded more than 200 of the
native newts thriving in the area.
Great Crested Newts receive
strict legal protection and are a
European Protected Species however, the figures for Popley
suggest the site supports one of the

largest populations in Hampshire and
a significant population within the
South East.
The monitoring is being
undertaken by ecologists from
Landmark Practice following the
ongoing residential development
at Marnel Park, promoted by David
Wilson Homes.
In order to accommodate
the newts alongside the new
development, newt ‘corridors’ were
created under roads to protect them

The council’s Biodiversity Officer Julia Nethercott with some of the Great Crested Newts.

from vehicles. These underpasses,
believed to be the first of their kind,
ensure safe passage for the newts
between their breeding pond at
Popley Ponds Local Nature Reserve
and nearby Basing Forest.
Other enhancements within the
area have included new breeding
ponds, amphibian-friendly road
drainage systems and a landscape
buffer around the entire edge of the
development.
The latest housing phase, to
the west of Basing Forest, will also
include newt protection measures and
we are looking for more conservation
volunteers to join the local group.
Work includes pond
maintenance, tree trimming,
scrub clearance and grassland
management during the conservation
sessions at Popley Ponds. No
experience is needed, all tools are
provided and no regular commitment
is expected!
For more information send an
email to popleyponds@gmail.com
or follow Marnel & Popley
Conservation Volunteers on
Facebook.

Take the opportunity to Get Active!
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There’s no time like the present
to get out there and get active
and there are lots of opportunities
available across the borough to
suit all ages.

A Sport England Active Lives
survey found that just over 62% of
adults in Basingstoke are active, doing
more than 150 minutes of moderate
intensity activity per week. However,
24.5% are inactive, doing less than
30 minutes.
There’s never been a better
time to make a positive change and
improve your wellbeing.
Why not join one of our weekly
scheduled health walks? Free walks
take place on six days of the week.
On Tuesdays, 11 to 19 year olds can
turn up and play football for free at our
Kicks sessions on the artificial pitch
at Everest Community Academy, and
over-50s can enjoy Walking Football
at Basingstoke Sports Centre.

Basingstoke Strikers is an
inclusive club for adults with
disabilities and autism and meets at
the Camrose, while Futsal is available
at Aldworth School on Wednesday.
Free Basingstoke Parkruns,
one for juniors and one aimed at
over-14s, take place each weekend;
tennis courts are available in
Stratton Park and War Memorial
Park, and Basingstoke Rugby Club
would like to welcome players of all
levels to their new senior women’s
rugby team.
There’s a chance to get on two
wheels with British Cycling’s Breeze
bike rides led by women for women
or get Back to Netball at Everest
Community College.
There are also three Run Together
way-marked routes for people wishing
to exercise at their own pace and a
new course of free swimming lessons
for the over-55s will begin in April.

Advertise with us

If you’d like to advertise in Basingstoke & Deane Today please
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bdtoday or call 01256 844844
for more information.
Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council gives no warranties in relation
to the content of any advertisements
placed in Basingstoke & Deane Today
and shall have no liability for any losses
howsoever caused by or related to
those advertisements. Basingstoke
and Deane Borough Council makes no
endorsement whatsoever with regard

to any advertisements or any products,
services or other offers featured in any
advertisements placed in Basingstoke &
Deane Today. Any views or comments
expressed in any advertisements placed
in Basingstoke & Deane Today are those
of the advertiser and are not to be taken
as reflecting the views or opinions of
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.

For more information visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
sportsnews or view additional
opportunities provided by other
organisations in the borough
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/get-active

In the running
Two council-supported Couch
to 5K fitness courses got off
to a great pace in January
with all the places filled and
many more people placed on a
reserve list.
The 10-week running plan
for beginners has seen two
groups attend weekly hour-long
sessions led by
experienced
running
coaches from
Live2Run4Fun.

Contact your council
Through the website, click:
www.basingstoke.gov.uk
@BasingstokeGov

for service updates and
the latest news from the council.

By SMS message, text:
07797 877006

BT text relay:

1800101256844844

By phone, call:

The contact centre on 01256 844844.
The contact centre is open Mondays to
Thursdays from 8.30am to 5.30pm and
on Fridays from 8.30am to 5pm (except
bank holidays).
For emergencies relating to council
services outside normal hours call
01256 844844 and stay on the line to be
connected with the out-of-hours service.

In person, visit:

The Civic Offices in London Road,
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH
Open Mondays to Thursdays from
8.30am to 5pm and on Fridays from
8.30am to 4.30pm (except bank
holidays).

By post, write to:

Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council, Civic Offices, London Road,
Basingstoke, RG21 4AH

Your borough councillor

Find yours at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
mycouncillor or call 01256 844844.

Easter bin
collections
Over the Easter break there will
be no changes to the bin
collections, even on Good Friday
and Easter Monday. Please put
your grey bin out on your usual
day before 7am, together with
your green bin on your normal
recycling collection week.
If you’re unsure when your bins
are due for collection visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
bincollections

This newspaper is also available in other
formats including large print. For a copy,
please call 01256 844844.
This edition of Basingstoke & Deane Today was written, designed and
published by the communications team at Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council. Printed by Newsquest Media Group Ltd. It is also available online at
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bdtoday
© Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council – March 2018.
For further copies, please call 01256 844844
or email communications@basingstoke.gov.uk
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