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Walking has a number of health benefits, including:
providing a sense of well-being and lifting the spirits.

weight loss.

boosting the body’s immune system.

lowering blood pressure.

increasing the strength of your heart and lungs.

reducing stress.

The War Memorial Park
Walk Summary:

Starting point:

Three walks are described. The shortest takes you through the
historic western side of the War Memorial Park. This can be extended
to incorporate more of the park, or further still to take in the old
common. The walk is level for most of the way on good paths. There is
seating at various points along the way.

Crossborough Hill Car Park,
off London Road.
Suitable for wheelchairs and
pushchairs.

Distance:
The shortest walk described covers a distance of 1/2 mile. By following the directions the walk can be
extended to a distance of 1 mile, or further still, to a distance of 1.5 miles.

Directions
1 Leave the car park via the western exit, and
walk along this path until you come to a footpath
on the right. Take this footpath and walk through
the woodland. Once you have left the woodland,
follow the path round to the left. As you pass the
gates to The War Memorial Park, on the right, you
will see the War Memorial. Do not exit the park
through the gates.

2 Continue along the path round the park,
passing the aviary and the bandstand on the right
and further on a play area on the left. You can
finish the walk here, taking the path on your left
back to Crossborough Hill Car Park.

3 To continue, follow the path out of The War
Memorial Park. Before the underpass, turn
left and continue your walk past the tennis courts.
To end the walk here, take the first footpath on
your left. Follow this path past the John Arlott
Centre back to Crossborough Hill Car Park.

4 For a longer walk do not take the footpath

on your left, but continue to walk through an
avenue of trees. Continue along this path until
you come to a junction. Take the path on your
left and walk up the gradual incline past
Costello Technical College, until you walk out
of the park. You are now on London Road.
Turn left and follow this path until you come to
the first road on your left. This is Crossborough
Hill. Walk to the end of Crossborough Hill and
you are back in the car park.

War Memorial Bronze
Erected in 1923 this memorial is set on a plinth of
Portland stone. On the front is an emblematic stone
cross, above this a bronze shield bearing the arms
of the Borough. The remaining
three panels contain bronze
tablets listing the names of
those who died in both World
Wars. The whole memorial is
topped by an angel, with wings
outstretched.
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The Aviary
The original wooden aviary built
in the late 1940s had fallen into
disrepair. It was replaced by
this modern, galvanised steel
construction, designed by the
Radley House Partnership,
based in Winchester and
completed in autumn 2001.

Above: Map with the walk marked on

The Bandstand
Constructed at Fairfields in 1903, the original
bandstand was relocated to The War Memorial
Park in 1927. In 2001, using lottery funding, the
bandstand was dismantled and refurbished by a
local company R.J. Smith, and sited adjacent to
the Hackwood park gates. Many of the old features
remain, including the cast iron metalwork. The clock
added in the 1960s has been updated and is now
controlled by a
radio signal for
more accurate
time keeping.
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When taking your dog for a walk in any of our parks please be a responsible dog owner.
You can help us to keep the parks and open spaces clean by following these simple rules.
• Use a poop-scoop to clean up after your dog.
• Ensure that you dispose of the poop-scoop in one of the special Dog Waste Bins provided in our parks.
• Don’t allow dogs to foul childrens play areas.
We hope you have enjoyed your walk. If you have any comments about the footpath, or would like any
further information, please contact the Environmental Rangers at:
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, Civic offices, London Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 4AH
www.basingstoke.gov.uk • Tel. 01256 844844
Please dispose of this leaflet carefully
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