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Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan: Integrated Impact Assessment
Appendix A
SEA/SA Checklist

Quality Assurance Checklist for SEA/SA Elements of the IIA
Objectives and Context

• The plan’s purpose and objectives are made
clear.

Section 1.3 and 1.4 of the main report
discuss the policy context, role of the
Local Plan and scope of the current
iteration of the SA. Section 1.4 will be
expanded upon at later stages of the
assessment .

• Sustainability issues, including international and
EC objectives, are considered in developing
objectives and targets.

Key sustainability issues have been
identified through a review of relevant
plans and programmes (see Appendix D
and Sections 2.2 and 2.4) and analysis of
baseline conditions (see Appendix C).
These have informed the development of
the SA Framework presented in Appendix
C.

• SEA objectives are clearly set out and linked to
indicators and targets where appropriate.

Section 2.5 introduces the IIA objectives
and these are presented in Appendix C
together with initial consideration of
indicators.

• Links with other related plans, programmes and
policies are identified and explained.

A review of related plans and programmes
is contained at Appendix D and
summarised in Section 2.2 of this Report.

Scoping
• The environmental consultation bodies are
consulted in appropriate ways and at
appropriate times on the content and scope of
the Environmental Report.

The environmental bodies were consulted
on the Scoping Report for the Local Plan
between Monday 28 September 2020 to
Monday 9 November 2020.

• The assessment focuses on significant issues.
Sustainability issues have been identified
in the baseline analysis contained in
Appendix C. Key sustainability issues
identified are summarised in Section 2.4
of this Report.

February 2022
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Quality Assurance Checklist for SEA/SA Elements of the IIA
• Technical, procedural and other difficulties
encountered are discussed; assumptions and
uncertainties are made explicit.

Discussed in Section 2.10 of this report.

• Reasons are given for eliminating issues from
further consideration.

No issues have been knowingly eliminated
from the assessment at this stage.

Baseline Information

• Relevant aspects of the current state of the
environment and their likely evolution without
the plan are described.

• Characteristics of areas likely to be significantly
affected are described, including areas wider
than the physical boundary of the plan area
where it is likely to be affected by the plan where
practicable.
• Difficulties such as deficiencies in information or
methods are explained.

Appendix C of this Report presents the
baseline analysis of the Borough’s social,
economic and environmental
characteristics including their likely
evolution without the Local Plan. Section
2.3 provides more general comments on
the evolution of the baseline.
Throughout Section 3 of this Report,
reference is made to areas which may be
affected by the Local Plan, where
appropriate. Appendix H provides a
more detailed assessment of the policies
currently being consulted on.

Difficulties discussed in Section 2.10 of
this report.

Prediction and evaluation of likely significant effects
• Likely significant social, environmental and
economic effects are identified, including those
listed in the SEA Regulations (biodiversity,
population, human health, fauna, flora, soil,
water, air, climate factors, material assets,
cultural heritage and landscape), as relevant.

Sections 3.2 to Section 3.7 summarise
the appraisal of the sustainability
performance of the policies that are
currently being consulted on. Detailed
appraisal matrices are also provided at
Appendix H for policies.

• Both positive and negative effects are
considered, and where practicable, the duration
of effects (short, medium or long-term) is
addressed.

Positive and negative effects are
considered within the appraisal matrices at
Appendix H and within Sections 3.2 to
3.3. Unless otherwise stated, effects are
considered to be long term and
permanent (recognising that NPPF33
requires that the Local Plan is reviewed to
assess whether or not it needs updating
every 5 years).
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Quality Assurance Checklist for SEA/SA Elements of the IIA
• Likely secondary, cumulative and synergistic
effects are identified where practicable.

The potential for secondary, cumulative
and synergistic effects is considered in
Section 3.7 and Appendix H.

• Inter-relationships between effects are
considered where practicable.

Inter-relationships between effects are
identified in the assessment commentary,
where appropriate.

• Where relevant, the prediction and evaluation of
effects makes use of accepted standards,
regulations, and thresholds.

These are identified in the commentary,
where appropriate.

• Methods used to evaluate the effects are
described.

These are described in Section 2.6 of the
report.

Mitigation measures
• Measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and
offset any significant adverse effects of
implementing the plan are indicated.

Recommendations are presented in
Section 3.9. These will be updated, as
necessary, as the Local Plan develops.

• Issues to be taken into account in development
consents are identified.

Sections 3.3 to 3.7 identify any relevant
issues to be taken into account in the
consideration of planning applications.
These will be updated, as necessary, as the
Local Plan develops.

The SA Report
• Is clear and concise in its layout and
presentation.

The Report is clear and concise.

• Uses simple, clear language and avoids or
explains technical terms. Uses maps and other
illustrations where appropriate.

Maps and tables have been used to
present the baseline information in
Appendix C where appropriate.

• Explains the methodology used. Explains who
was consulted and what methods of consultation
were used.

Section 2.6 presents the methodology
used for assessment. Consultation
arrangements will be set out in later
iterations of the Report.

• Identifies sources of information, including
expert judgement and matters of opinion.

Information is referenced throughout the
Report.

• Contains a non-technical summary

Included.

Consultation
• The SEA is consulted on as an integral part of the
plan-making process.
February 2022
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This iteration of the SA has been written to
inform a review of selected policies. The
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Quality Assurance Checklist for SEA/SA Elements of the IIA
full Report will be consulted on alongside
the Local Plan.
• The consultation bodies, other consultees and
the public are consulted in ways which give them
an early and effective opportunity within
appropriate time frames to express their
opinions on the draft plan and SA Report.

Consultation on later iterations of this
Report will be undertaken alongside the
Local Plan.

Decision-making and information on the decision
• The SA Report and the opinions of those
Responses received to later iterations of
consulted are taken into account in finalising and this Report will inform the preparation of
adopting the plan.
the Local Plan.

• An explanation is given of how they have been
taken into account.

This information will be provided in
subsequent Reports or the Post Adoption
Statement. Appendix B includes
information on responses received at the
Scoping Stage and how they were taken
into account.

• Reasons are given for choices in the adopted
plan, in the light of other reasonable options
considered.

The approach to the consideration of
reasonable alternatives is discussed in
Section 2.6. The approach taken to the
development of policies is discussed in
Appendix E of this Report and the
reasons for choices are given in Appendix
F. This information will be updated and
expanded at later stages in the Local Plan
preparation process.

• Monitoring and Measures, measures proposed
for monitoring are clear, practicable and linked
to the indicators and objectives in the SA.

The Local Plan will include consideration
of monitoring and the Council has a
Authority Monitoring Report. Section 3.8
of this report discusses the proposed
approach to monitoring. This information
will be updated and expanded at later
stages in the Local Plan preparation
process.

February 2022
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Appendix B Responses to Scoping Report

February 2022
Doc Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

B1

© Wood Group UK Limited

Respondee
Historic England

Summary of comments
Overall, it provides an appropriate framework for assessing the likely
significant effects
which this plan might have upon the historic environment.
Appendix 1, section 11, recommended inclusion of the following:
• Planning Practice Guidance
• National Design Guide
• The Historic Environment in Local Plans
https://historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/
publications/gpa1-historic-environmentlocalplans/
• The Setting of Heritage Assets
https://content.historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/
publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritageassets/
gpa3.pdf/
• https://historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/
publications/historic-environment-andsiteallocations-in-local-plans/
• Tall Buildings
https://historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/
publications/tall-buildings-advice-note-4/
• Local Heritage Listing
https://www.historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/
publications/local-heritage-listing-advicenote7/
• Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic
Environmental Assessment
https://historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/
publications/sustainability-appraisal-andstrategicenvironmental-assessment-advicenote-

February 2022
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Amendment to Scoping Report

The NPPF and Planning Practice Guidance
are referenced in section 2.
Listed in Section 4
Noted – add to Appendix 1

Noted – add to Appendix 1

Noted – add to Appendix 1

Noted – add to Appendix 1
Noted – add to Appendix 1

Noted – add to Appendix 1
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8/
• UNESCO World Heritage Convention
• European Landscape Convention
• The Convention for the Protection of the
Architectural Heritage of Europe
• The European Convention on the Protection
of Archaeological Heritage
• Protection of Wrecks Act 1973
• Ancient Monuments & Archaeological Areas
Act 1979
• Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation
Areas) Act 1990
• Marine and Coastal Areas Access Act 2009
Table 20: recommend heritage at
risk is identified as a key sustainability issue

Objective 10: suggest the reference to conservation area appraisal/village
design statements should also
include the date of publication or review, so that older documents are
identified, as this can reduce their effectiveness or weight in decisionmaking
The council may also wish to consider including the
indicator “number of permissions granted where
substantial or less than substantial harm to a heritage asset would occur,
subject to its technical ability to monitor such an indicator.

February 2022
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Appendix 1 does not list all relevant
legislation as this is not considered
necessary as it has to be complied with.

It is not considered that heritage at risk is a
key issue for the borough, as there is only
one entry on the national list and there is a
plan for this. The council also has an
informal local list, but none are considered
to be high priority.
Tables 18 and 19 details the dates of
Village Design Statements and
Conservation Area appraisals – it is not
considered appropriate or necessary to
repeat elsewhere.
It would be technically difficult to monitor
this indicator.
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Natural England

Environment
Agency

Broadly satisfied with the scope of the report.
Pleased that the key issues of: Solent nutrients; Biodiversity Net Gain; and
Climate Change are addressed
Overall, happy with the report and think that it gives a comprehensive
account of the environmental constraints in the borough.
Appendix 1:
• Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017
• Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
• Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
• To add under Appendix 1 under 5. Natural environment - Flood
risk management plans (FRMPs): 2015 to 2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/flood-riskmanagement-plans-frmps-2015-to-2021

Noted – no changes required

Appendix 1 does not list all relevant
legislation as this is not considered
necessary as it has to be complied with.

The Flood Risk Management Plan for the
South East is included within Section 5 of
Appendix 1.

Qu.4: The impact of cumulative development should be highlighted
explicitly in the context of biodiversity and watercourses. Incremental
development along watercourses, where no one scheme is seen to be
particularly damaging, can result in long sections of watercourses being
developed and the overall impact is not sustainable and is damaging to
wildlife and natural processes.

Noted - Make reference to potential
cumulative impact of development in
respect of biodiversity and watercourses in
second column of table 20 (Natural
Environment)

Chapter 7: the geology and soil and contaminated land sections could do
with some enhancement.
We believe Source Protection Zones are mentioned in the Site
Methodology report. Basingstoke’s position at the head of the River
Loddon and River Test means that it very dependent on groundwater
resources from the Chalk aquifer for its water supply. Two major public
water supply abstractions are located in the centre of the town and are
vulnerable to polluting activities. One of them is currently a candidate

Further detail on geology, soils and
protection zones are provided in evidence
base documents such as the Landscape
Character Assessment and Water Cycle
Study. However, reference to Source

February 2022
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safeguard zone due to adverse impacts from anthropogenic impacts such
leaking sewers and agricultural fertilisers. Efforts need to made to limit
the effects of inappropriate development and to improve pollution
control within groundwater source protection zones.
In section 7.14 two small treatment works are mentioned which feed into
the Bow Brook, but later in table 21 the focus is only on the Rivers Test
and Loddon, and we could not find mention of the Bow Brook within the
rest of the document. It would be preferred if they considered the
improvement and protection of all waterbodies within the borough,
particularly the Bow Brook, within these tables. More emphasis on all
statutory main rivers would be beneficial, not just the River Test and River
Loddon.
7.21 of the scoping report mentions that the current local plan identifies
critical drainage areas where the drainage system has limited capacity
and flooding can occur from surface water. This paragraph describes the
flooding that occurred in the Buckskin area due to groundwater flooding
in 2013/14. The council could consider, when developing their plan,
whether the development of critical drainage areas could include
groundwater flood risk. This would then include areas that are known or
have the potential to be at risk from groundwater flooding. We
recommend this be discussed with Hampshire County Council as Lead
Local Flood Authority.
Objective 6: development adjacent to all watercourses should be
highlighted explicitly within the Potential Indicators (rather than just
wrapped up in green infrastructure).

February 2022
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Protection Zones can be included in
Section 7 and Table 21 (potential indicators
for objective 7).
Noted - Include as a potential indicator in
Table 21– development within groundwater
source protection zones
Additional wording has been added to
Tables 20 and 21 to include protection of
other waterbodies. Bow Brook and other
waterbodies are also covered in potential
indicators such as the Water Framework
Directive (RBMP) and Water Cycle Study.

Noted - this will be addressed through the
Local Plan itself.

Agreed – add to potential indicators under
Objective 6 in Table 21
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Objective 6 should include species of local importance. Suggest the
wording of the Indicative test be: “Will it protect species, sites and
habitats of local national and international nature conservation value
within and outside of the borough?”

Agreed – amend wording of indicative test
under Objective 6 in Table 21 accordingly.

Amend wording to objective 7 to ensure water quality and water
resources are two separate concerns to be addressed e.g. “Maintain and
improve water quality, and ensure sustainable management of water
resources”.

Agreed – amend wording of Objective 7
accordingly. No implications for
compatibility of objectives matrix.
See comment above

Whether its own objective, or incorporated into Objective 6, the issue of
cumulative impacts of development on wildlife, habitats and natural
processes needs to be considered. Without this it will cause detriment to
attempts made to prevent unsustainable developments.

I & O Respondent
Savills

Summary of comments
The SA scoping report fails to mention the Government’s ‘Garden
Communities’ Prospectus and the associated ‘Garden communities
toolkit’. Also TCPA guidance. The SA should account for large allocations.

AECOM

Objective 2 needs an additional decision-making criterion to cover the
potential to deliver a new regional healthcare facility
Objective 3 needs an additional decision-making criterion referring to the

February 2022
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Amendment to Scoping Report
The Appendix refers to most relevant
policies, plans and programmes but is not a
comprehensive list of all guidance
documents/toolkits. The decision making
criteria in the SA as a whole allows for
consideration of large allocations through
the site assessment process.
Objective 2 includes a number of decision
making criteria that refer to new/improved
access to healthcare
Objective 3 includes decision making
criteria in relation to reducing private
transport and enabling sustainable access.

B6

© Wood Group UK Limited

ability to deliver new train stations or to re-open stations, and for the
ability of sites to deliver on-site facilities. It should also refer to on-site
provision of services.
Objective 7: the proposed approach would score nitrate neutral
development negatively however by definition a development that is
“neutral” would not lead to a negative effect.
Objective 9: criterion on landscape character and beauty - clarity is
sought on whether this criterion will be scored against existing or
emerging evidence and whether the assessment will be focussed on
landscape sensitivity and/or landscape capacity.
The SA scoping report fails to mention the Government’s ‘Garden
Communities’ Prospectus and the associated ‘Garden communities
toolkit’. Also TCPA guidance. The SA should account for large allocations.
Howard Cole

Concern that the proposed grading in the Sustainability Appraisal
Framework for Site Appraisal at Table 22, applies the greatest negative
impact to development of any greenfield site. In contrast a previously
developed site in an isolated location is considered more favourably. If
location is to be a factor, then a greenfield site located in accordance with
the spatial strategy should be given a favourable weighting.

Highways England
Natural England

No specific comments at this time
Habitat Regulations Assessment - the Solent and Dorset Coast potential
Special Protection Area (SPA) was officially designated a SPA earlier this
year.
The terms ‘nutrient neutrality’ and/or ‘nitrogen’ should be used so that
the terminology is in line with Natural England Solent Nutrients guidance
document

February 2022
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Other objectives (e.g. 12, 13, 14) refer to
on-site provision of services.
This will be considered further through the
Site Assessment/SA of sites process
This refers to the latest evidence base
documents which will inform the Site
Assessment/SA of sites process.

Comments as above, Scoping Report
amended to include a site assessment
criterion in respect of new settlements

Consideration is given to location and
sustainability factors in other objectives,
and the spatial strategy will be considered
in the site assessment process

Noted for SA going forward.

Noted
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Objective 6 - It is recommended the wording for this objective is changed
from ‘Conserve, and where possible, improve biodiversity, including
connectivity’ to ‘Conserve and enhance biodiversity, including
connectivity’ to reflect national planning policy and the intention to
achieve biodiversity net gain through forthcoming Local Plan
development.
Objective 7 - It is advised Local Plan Policy requires relevant development
to carry out site-level Habitats Regulations Assessments in order to
ensure impacts on European sites are suitably addressed.

SOLVE

Objective 3 - Reducing the need to travel… impractical in semi-rural and
rural areas
Objective 7 - It is inconsistent that for the River Loddon water quality it is
stated it must not change band status but for the Solent/Test/Itchen
catchment any development must be “nitrate neutral to avoid harm”.
The River Loddon must also be subject to the same rules and the
principle of “no deterioration” should be adopted for all rivers.

Amend as suggested

To be considered through LPU
Whilst it is recognised this is more difficult,
it remains an objective.
The reason for the different approach is
due to European protected wildlife sites in
the Solent rather than a different approach
to river quality. The Water Framework
Directive and River Basin Management
Plans are relevant for all rivers.

Objective 9 – Thames Basin Heaths should be included alongside AONB

Burghclere PC

General comments on Natural Environment, Sustainability and Transport
sections

February 2022
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Thames Basin Heaths is protected for its
biodiversity value and is not within BDBC
therefore it is not appropriate to refer to
protecting it on landscape grounds in
BDBC SA.
To be considered through LPU.
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Appendix C Revised Scoping Report
December 2021 (separate document)
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Appendix D Review of Plans and
Programmes (this was Appendix 1 to the
Scoping Report)
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Appendix 1: Task A1 - Identify other relevant policies, plans and programmes, and sustainability objectives
The following tables list the plans, policies and programmes that have been identified as relevant to the plans / policies that are likely to be considered linked to this Scoping Report
(note it is not the intention to cover all policies, plans and programmes – the focus is on those most relevant to the scale under consideration). Not all the relevant legislation is listed.
The structure of this document first considers Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and Hampshire County Council’s corporate plans and policies, and then reviews planningspecific documents. The other plans, policies and programmes are then arranged around the eight key themes in the borough council’s Horizon 2050 visioning document: Homes and
housing; Healthy safe and inclusive communities; Natural environment; Sustainability; Transport; Education; Economy and entrepreneurship; and A borough with heritage and
distinction.
These tables supplement the information provided within the main Scoping Report in relation to Task A1.
Relevant Policy / Plan / Programme

1. Corporate plans
Council Plan 2016 to 2020 (Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council, 2016)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/doclib/1511.pdf

Horizon 2050 (Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, 2019)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/horizon2050

Serving Hampshire – Strategic Plan for 2017-2021 (Hampshire
County Council, 2017)
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/strategiesplansandpo
licies/corporatestrategy

Summary of Objectives and Requirements
of the Policy / Plan / Programme

Implications and how this might be taken on board

Identifies the council’s key priorities that
guide all corporate decision making. These
are: preparing for controlled and sustainable
growth; improving residents’ quality of life;
and supporting those who need it.
The document sets out a shared vision with
partners for how the borough should look in
2050. This includes themes relating to
Homes and housing; Healthy, safe and
inclusive communities; Natural environment;
Sustainability; Transport; Education;
Economy and entrepreneurship; and A
borough with heritage and distinction.
Identifies four strategic aims: Hampshire
maintains strong and sustainable economic
growth and prosperity; people in Hampshire
live safe, healthy and independent lives;

The SA objectives and Local Plan Update will need to align with the
aims of the Council Plan.

February 2022
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The SA objectives and Local Plan Update will need to be shaped
by the vision set out in this document.

The SA objectives and Local Plan Update will need to be shaped
by the county council’s strategic aims.
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Hampshire 2050 (Hampshire County Council, 2019)
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/visionfo
rhampshire2050

people in Hampshire enjoy a rich and diverse
environment; people in Hampshire enjoy
being part of strong, inclusive communities.
The document sets out a vision for the county
to provide a framework for future plans and
strategies. It contains six key themes:
Demographic and societal changes;
Economy; Work, skills and lifestyle;
Environment and quality of place; Mobility,
connectivity and energy; and Rural
Hampshire

Although the vision covers the whole of Hampshire, which is a very
large and diverse county, many of the report’s recommendations
are relevant to Basingstoke and Deane. These will need to be
taken into account in forming the SA objectives and shaping the
Local Plan Update.

2. Planning policy and infrastructure planning
National
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF),
Department for Communities and Local Government
(DCLG), February 2019 (and associated Planning
Practice Guidance)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/u
ploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/N
PPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf

This provides national planning guidance and
promotes sustainable development,
recognising economic, social and
environmental roles. It identifies 12 core
planning principles, which include matters
relating to supporting sustainable economic
development, seeking high quality design,
supporting the transition to low carbon
futures, and conserving the natural
environment.
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, DCLG, 2015
This sits below the NPPF, providing national
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-policy-for- planning policy in relation to traveller sites. It
traveller-sites
sets out a series of aims including assessing
the local need for sites, then ensuring land is
available in appropriate locations, and seek to
reduce tensions between communities.

Planning documents need to be prepared so as to be consistent
with this policy framework; therefore its approach to sustainable
development will be followed through in the Local Plan Update.

SA objectives will need to ensure specific housing needs are met.
Planning documents need to have regard to this policy so as to
ensure appropriate provision is made for gypsy and traveller
communities.

Sub-National / Local
Adopted Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan 2011-2029
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/adopted-local-plan

This is the current planning document that
sets out the vision, objectives and policies to
guide development up to 2029.
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The Local Plan Update will extend the plan period beyond 2029. It
will need to recognise and respond to the strengths and
weaknesses of the current policy approaches (as assessed
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Adopted Neighbourhood Plans in Basingstoke and Deane
Borough. These are:
•
Bramley Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2029 (Made
March 2017)
•
Kingsclere Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2029 (Made
October 2018)
•
Oakley and Deane Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2029
(Made May 2016)
•
Old Basing and Lychpit Neighbourhood Plan 20152029 (Made July 2018)
•
Overton Neighbourhood Plan 2016-2029 (Made July
2016)
•
Sherborne St John Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2029
(Made May 2017)
•
Sherfield on Loddon Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2029
(Made March 2018)
•
St Mary Bourne Neighbourhood Plan 2016-2029
(Made March 2018)
•
Whitchurch Neighbourhood Plan 2014-2029 (Made
October 2017)

These documents are part of the statutory
development plan and set out planning
policies to guide new development in those
areas.

annually through the Authority Monitoring Report) to inform SA
objectives and the plan update.
Neighbourhood Plans must be in general conformity with the Local
Plan and may need reviewing in light of the Local Plan Update.

There are all available to view at:
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning.
There are also designated neighbourhood plan areas in
Ashford Hill with Headley, Burghclere, Cliddesden, East
Woodhay, Highclere, North Waltham Pamber, Wootton St
Lawrence. It is expected that neighbourhood plans will
come forward in these areas during the plan period.
Hampshire Strategic Infrastructure Statement, Hampshire

The document provides an overview of
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SA objectives should ensure appropriate infrastructure provision.
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County Council, 2019
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/mineralsandwaste/infrastructure.htm

Basingstoke Infrastructure Delivery Plan (May 2017)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/doclib/2056.pdf
Town and Village Design Statements for settlements
across the Borough, various dates 2002-2004
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planningpolicyguidance

Parish and Community Plans
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/communityplans
Rural parishes:
•
East Woodhay Parish Plan
•
Kingsclere Parish Plan
•
North Waltham Parish Plan
•
Oakley and Deane Parish Community Plan (2011)
•
St Mary Bourne Parish Plan (2005)

identified infrastructure needs and
requirements for those areas that Hampshire
Council Council has a role in delivering but
also considers wider needs set out in Local
Authority Delivery Plans. It outlines
infrastructure investment and deficits.
This sets out the infrastructure that is required
to support the growth in the Local Plan 20112029.
While the content of these documents varies
by settlement, they generally provide
background to the settlement and a
description of the features of importance within
the settlement. The majority provide
recommendations for any future development
to ensure they respect the local character.
These provide contextual information for
the areas they cover, often identifying
action points based on priorities
highlighted by the local
community. Some of these actions can be
delivered through planning policies.

Basingstoke communities:
•
Buckskin Ward Community Plan (2017)
•
Kempshott Community Plan (2018)
•
Marnel and Merton Community Plan (2014)
•
Popley East Community Plan (2014)
•
South Ham Community Plan (2013)
•
Winklebury Community Plan (2017)
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Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Page 4 of 32

There will be a need to ensure that any development is
accompanied by appropriate infrastructure provision and the Local
Plan update enables any new infrastructure requirements.

There will be a need to ensure that any development is
accompanied by appropriate infrastructure provision and the Local
Plan Update enables any new infrastructure requirements.
The Design Statements give further detail on features that help to
establish the local character of areas. Having regard to this detail in
plans can help to ensure that the character of settlements is
retained.

The council is one of the organisations with the potential to support
the delivery of the actions identified within these documents. The
Local Plan update should have regard to objectives / actions
identified and look for opportunities to support their delivery.
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Local Plans and associated documents for neighbouring
and other local planning authorities with a functional
relationship to Basingstoke and Deane.
East Hampshire District Council
Adopted
•
Joint Core Strategy (with South Downs NPA)
(Adopted May 2014).
•
Housing and Employment Allocations (Part 2 Local
Plan) (Adopted April 2016)
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/adopted-local-plan
Emerging
•
Draft Local Plan 2017-2036
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/draft-local-plan

These documents provide a steer of the
intentions and objectives for the relevant
authorities (including neighbouring authorities)
for how the local areas are proposed to be
planned for in the future, including where
development may be allocated. Collaboration
and complementary policy approaches will be
essential to address cross-boundary issues,
particularly in relation to matters such as major
transport infrastructure.

Hart District Council
Adopted
•
Hart Local Plan 1996-2006 (Saved Policies)
https://www.hart.gov.uk/local-plan
Emerging
•
Hart Local Plan Strategy and Sites 2016-2032
(Consultation of proposed main modifications,
adoption expected January 2020)
https://www.hart.gov.uk/local-plan-examination2018/19
Reading Borough Council
Adopted
•
Core Strategy (Adopted January 2008)
•
Reading Central Area Action Plan (January 2009)
http://www.reading.gov.uk/planningpolicy
Emerging
•
Reading Borough Local Plan (to 2036) (due to be
February 2022
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It would be important to take account of the objectives of these
documents, particularly where there are opportunities for
partnership working, and more detailed issues will be addressed
through the duty to co-operate process of the Local Plan.
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adopted November 2019)
http://www.reading.gov.uk/newlocalplan
Rushmoor Borough Council
Adopted
•
Rushmoor Local Plan (Adopted February 2019)
https://www.rushmoor.gov.uk/rushmoorlocalplan
Test Valley Borough Council
Adopted
•
Test Valley Borough Revised Local Plan 2011-2029
(2016) https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/planning-andbuilding/planningpolicy/local-developmentframework/development-plan
Emerging
•
Test Valley ‘Next Local Plan’ (to 2036). Issues and
Options Consultation 2018.
https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/planning-andbuilding/planningpolicy/local-developmentframework/issues-and-options-consultation-for-thenext-local-plan
•
Gypsy and Travellers DPD. SA Scoping in 2018.
https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/planning-andbuilding/planningpolicy/local-developmentframework/gypsy-travellers-development-plandocument
West Berkshire Council
Adopted
•
Core Strategy (2006-2026) (Adopted July 2012)
•
Housing Site Allocations DPD (Adopted May 2017)
•
West Berkshire District Local Plan (Saved Policies,
2007) https://info.westberks.gov.uk/localplan
February 2022
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Emerging
•
Minerals and Waste Local Plan. Preferred options
consultation 2017 https://info.westberks.gov.uk/mwlp
•
West Berkshire Local Plan Review to 2036.
Regulation 18 Consultation, November 2018
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/localplanreview2036
Winchester City Council
Adopted
•
Local Plan Part 1 – Joint Core Strategy (Adopted
March 2013) https://www.winchester.gov.uk/planningpolicy/local-plan-part-1-joint-core-strategy-adoptedmarch-2013-local-plan-review-2006/local-plan-part-1joint-core-strategy-adopted-2013
•
Local Plan Part 2 – Development Management and
Allocations (Adopted April 2017)
https://www.winchester.gov.uk/planning-policy/localplan-part-2-development-managementallocations/lpp2-adoption
•
Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpersons DPD
(February 2019)
https://www.winchester.gov.uk/planningpolicy/traveller-dpd/gypsy-and-traveller-dpdexamination
Emerging
•
Winchester City Council – Local Plan 2036. Launch
consultation in 2018.
https://www.winchester.gov.uk/planningpolicy/winchester-city-council-local-plan-2036
Wokingham Borough Council
Adopted
•
Core Strategy to 2026 (Adopted January 2010)
February 2022
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https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy-information/local-plan-andplanning-policies/
•
Managing Development Delivery Local Plan (Adopted
February 2014)
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy-information/local-plan-andplanning-policies/
Emerging
•
Local Plan Update (to 2036). Consultation on
housing need (Homes for the Future) February 2019.
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy-information/local-plan-update/
3. Homes and Housing
National
Housing Green Paper: a new deal for social housing
(August 2018)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/a-new-dealfor-social-housing

Fixing our broken housing market, DCLG, 2017
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads
/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/590464/Fixing_our_br
oken_housing_market_-_print_ready_version.pdf

Technical Housing Standards – Nationally Described Space
Standard (2015)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/sy
stem/uploads/attachment_data/file/524531/160519_Nationally_
Described_Space_Standard____Final_Web_version.pdf

This reiterates the government’s commitment
to delivering 300,000 homes by the mid2020s, a renewed commitment to home
ownership, and a commitment to ensuring
existing social housing is maintained to a
decent condition.
The white paper sets out plans to boost
housing supply, with measures to ensure that
the right homes are provided in the right
places; homes are built faster, the housing
market is diversified. Budget 2017 set out an
ambition to put England on track to deliver
300,000 new homes a year.
This identifies the minimum floor area required
for new dwellings to comply with the Nationally
Described Space Standard (NDSS). Should
councils wish to require development to
comply with the NDSS, this should be set out

February 2022
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SA objectives will address housing provision, including affordable
housing. The Local Plan Update’s housing target will need to be
informed by a local housing need assessment, conducted using the
standard method in planning guidance. The LPU’s affordable
housing policies will need to meet the requirements of national
planning policy, which will be informed by the Green Paper.
SA objectives will address housing provision. As this consultation
document fed into updates of the NPPF, measures to support the
delivery of housing will addressed through the Local Plan Update.

The LPA will need to have regard to relevant evidence to consider
whether a policy requiring new development to meet the Nationally
Described Space Standard should be included in the Local Plan
Update.

C9

© Wood Group UK Limited

Living with beauty: report of the Building Better, Building
Beautiful Commission, 2020.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/living-with-beautyreport-of-the-building-better-building-beautiful-commission

in a Development Plan Document.
Independent report on how to promote and
increase the use of high-quality design for new
build homes and neighbourhoods.

The Local Plan and the SA objectives should seek to deliver well
designed development

Sub-National / Local
Basingstoke and Deane Housing and Homelessness Strategy
2016-2020
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/housing-strategy

Housing Delivery Test Action Plan (BDBC) 2019
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/page/60990/HDT%20A
ction%20Plan%20July%202019.pdf

Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople
Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) 2017
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/HO8
BDBC Housing Supplementary Planning Document (2018)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/housing-spd

This sets out the Council’s approach to
meeting the housing needs of those unable to
afford or access housing. The priorities are
aligned with the Corporate Plan and Local
Plan. It includes a target for the delivery of
affordable housing.
In response to the Housing Delivery Test, in
which the borough scored 76%, with an
under-delivery of approximately 600
dwellings over the last three years, the
Council has produced this Action Plan with a
20% buffer to the five year housing land
supply calculation. The plan sets out key
action areas to focus on for the next 12
months.
This provides an assessment of local need
up to 2029.
The Council’s adopted Housing SPD
elaborates on the Local Plan policies, setting
out the principles and proposals to ensure the
delivery of a range of housing to meet local
need, and to produce sustainable mixed
communities and a balanced housing market.

4. Healthy, Safe & Inclusive Communities
International
February 2022
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The SA objectives and Local Plan policies for housing will seek to
deliver affordable housing in accordance with this Strategy.

A key role of the Local Plan update is to ensure that new housing is
delivered, and this will be reflected in SA objectives.

The SA objectives will seek to ensure specific housing needs are
met, including for gypsies and travelling showpeople. The
Council’s strategy for pitch provision in the Local Plan update will
be based on the latest GTAA
This SPD will need to be reviewed alongside consideration of
updated Local Plan policies, in light of updated housing evidence
base.
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Aarhus Convention, UNECE, 1998
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/aarhus/

This Convention enables access to
information, public participation in decisionmaking and access to justice in
Environmental Matters.

The Local Plan Update should ensure the full involvement and
participation of the public. This approach is reflected in the
council’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). This has an
impact on consultation arrangements and the engagement with
stakeholders through the production of plans / strategies.

Priorities of this strategy include improving
air quality, promoting good mental health
and improving the health of children.

The SA objectives and Local Plan update need to address health
issues, particularly in respect of pollution and access to services,
facilities and green infrastructure.

National
Public Health England Strategy 2020-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phestrategy-2020-to-2025
Radiation Emergency Preparedness & Public
Information Regulations (REPPIR)
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/703/made

Sporting Future: A New Strategy for an Active Nation,
HM Government, 2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sportingfuture-a-new-strategy-for-an-active-nation

Towards an Active Nation Strategy 2016-2021, Sport
England, 2016

These regulations aim to protect
members of the public from a radiation
emergency that could arise from work
with ionising radiation. The regulations
establish a framework of emergency
preparedness measures to ensure that
members of the public are properly
informed and prepared, in advance,
about what to do in the unlikely event of a
radiation emergency occurring, and
provided with information if a radiation
emergency actually occurs.
This strategy looks to encourage participation
and active lifestyles – to do this it focuses on
5 key outcomes, namely physical wellbeing,
mental wellbeing, individual development,
social and community development and
economic development. The strategy
recognises a role for local authorities, to
enable targeting of opportunities and
encourage mass participation.
This strategy seeks to deliver on Government
objectives, with key areas of change

February 2022
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There are two sites close to the borough boundary which need to
comply with this legislation (AWE Aldermaston and Burghfield).
The SA must consider health and wellbeing, and planning policies
must have regard to the land use planning consultation zones.

This strategy filters down through other documents (including the
Sport England strategy) but there may also be opportunities for
local plans to build on the outcome areas and support their delivery
at a local level.

SA objectives will need to cover health and wellbeing, and the Local
Plan update can consider addressing sports facilities and
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https://www.sportengland.org/media/10629/sport-englandtowards-an-active-nation.pdf

National Design Guide, 2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nationaldesign-guide

including investing in tackling inactivity,
promoting positive attitudes to sport and
activity for children and young people,
promoting inclusiveness, and encouraging
stronger local collaboration. In relation to
these topics, actions and performance
indicators are identified.
This guide illustrates how well-designed
places that are beautiful, enduring and
successful can be achieved in practice.

opportunities.

The strategy seeks to outline the vision and
actions to improve public health across
Hampshire. Key areas to improve are
identified as prevention and early
intervention, reducing health inequalities and
empowering people to use their own
resources to stay healthy and independent. A
series of actions are identified within the
strategy.
The Strategic Community Safety Partnership
is made up of statutory agencies, including
BDBC and other local authorities, who
oversee the work of Community Safety
Partners in the North Hampshire area.
This collates information on health matters
and identifies further areas for action. It
covers issues such as the ageing population,
the health of children, lifestyle behaviours,
and mental health to inform a range of highlevel recommendations.
This Strategy aims to improve health across
Hampshire, including helping people to look
after their own health and wellbeing and
ensuring the right services are delivered

Plans should have regard to the background information and
proposed actions to seek opportunities to support their delivery.
Areas of relative health inequality are identified in the Borough.

The Local Plan and the SA objectives should seek to deliver well
designed places that result in healthy communities

Sub-National / Local
Towards a Healthier Hampshire: A Strategy for Improving
the Public’s Health 2016-21 (Hampshire County Council,
2016)
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/publichealth

Safer North Hampshire Strategic Assessment and Partnership
Plan 2018/19 (North Hampshire Community Safety Partnership)
http://www.safernh.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/SNHPartnership-Plan-18-19.pdf
Hampshire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JNSA),
Hampshire Health and Wellbeing Board
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/publichealth/jsna

Hampshire’s Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 20132018: Working together for a healthier Hampshire,
Hampshire Health and Wellbeing Board, 2013
February 2022
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The SA and Local Plan Update will need to take account of this and
subsequent strategies to ensure community safety projects are
supported.

Whilst many of the areas for further action may fall beyond the
remit of the Council, there may be scope for the Local Plan to help
take account of the health issues identified and ways to help bring
about improvements.

Whilst many of the areas for further action may fall beyond the remit
of the Council, there may be scope for the Plan to help achieve the
objectives through other mechanisms e.g. availability of open space
/ recreational facilities, and other indirect measures that may
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http://www3.hants.gov.uk/healthandwellbeing/healthandwel
lbeing-board-info.htm

North Hampshire Clinical Commissioning Group, Local
Estates Strategy 2017-2021
https://northhampshireccg.nhs.uk/strategy-operating-plan/
Shared Plan to Improve Health and Wellbeing in
Basingstoke and Deane 2016-2020, Basingstoke and
Deane Health and Wellbeing Partnership
https://basp.basingstoke.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeingpartnership
North Hampshire Health and Care and Transformation Plan
2018-2023
https://northhampshireccg.nhs.uk/strategy-operating-plan/

Strategic Plan for Sport and Recreation to 2025 (Basingstoke
and Deane BC, 2012)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/doclib/464.pdf

where they are needed. The 4 areas of work
focused on are starting well, living well, ageing
well and healthier communities. This draws
on information from the JNSA. The strategy
goes on to provide a high level of review of
the expected changes in services.
This strategy identifies the CCG’s
requirements for built facilities over the five
year period, and identifies potential
opportunities for meeting them.

promote healthy lifestyles.

The Plan was produced by local health
agencies and is focused around the objectives
of being physically active, being mentally
resilient, being aware of harm and being
socially connected. The Plan recognises that
well-designed places are key to achieving
these aims.
This establishes the vision for ‘a health and
care service which supports patients and their
carers to access the right care, at the right
place and at the right time to keep them
healthy’. Amongst other issues, the strategy
recognises the growth in needs arising from
the ageing population, the benefits of
providing care at home, and the need to
proactively plan for additional dementia care
facilities.
The strategy seeks to:
(1) Retain and maintain existing facilities
which are valued by the community;
(2) Improve the quality and capacity of
existing facilities;
(3) Enable the development of new provision
where need cannot be met;
4) Increase participation in sport and physical

The Local Plan and the SA objectives should seek to deliver well
designed places that result in healthy communities.
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The SA objectives should support the delivery of healthy
communities. The Local Plan Update should have regard to the
need for healthcare facilities and, if necessary, provide a
mechanism to enable these needs to be met.

The SA objectives and Local Plan update should support the
delivery of healthy communities. This should include providing a
range of homes and specialist accommodation appropriate to the
borough’s changing population.

The SA objectives and the Local Plan Update should reflect the
objectives of the strategy.
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Playing Pitch Strategy 2015-2025 (Basingstoke and Deane BC,
2015) https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/future-planning

Built Sports Facility Strategy 2015-2025 (Basingstoke and
Deane BC, 2015)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/future-planning

BDBC Leisure and Recreation Needs Assessment 2008
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/future-planning

BDBC Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Plan and Action Plan
2020
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/equalities

BDBC Community Investment Framework 2017
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/community-investmentframework

activity.
The report identifies the need for different
types of playing pitch and strategies for
meeting that need. This covers what should
be provided, protected and enhanced.
This sets out the strategy for the
maintenance, expansion and improvement of
built facilities including swimming pools and
sports halls. Although many of the actions
are not planning related, some rely upon the
receipt of developer contributions.
This needs assessment provides a detailed
assessment of sports and recreation facilities
(indoor and built sports facilities as well as an
overview of openspaces) in order to inform
decisions on future provision and investment.
It provides a summary of key priorities and
actions.
The council’s overarching Equality
Statement is: ‘The council strives to advance
equality, eliminate discrimination, build strong
community relations and deliver accessible
services that meet the needs of everyone in
the borough.’ Four priorities are identified to
ensure that the principles of equality and
diversity are embedded in all Council
activities.
In order to ensure that local communities
have a say in what matters to them, and that
the resources it invests in communities are
focused on evidence of greatest need, and
co-ordinated with partner organisations to
help meet those needs in a more effective
way, the Community Investment Framework
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The SA objectives and the Local Plan Update should protect valued
facilities, enhance existing provision, and deliver new facilities to
meet unmet need taking into account need assessments and other
Council strategies.
The SA objectives and the Local Plan Update should protect valued
facilities, enhance existing provision, and deliver new facilities to
meet unmet need taking into account need assessments and other
Council strategies.

The SA objectives and the Local Plan Update should protect valued
facilities, enhance existing provision, and deliver new facilities to
meet unmet need taking into account need assessments and other
Council strategies.

The SA objectives and Local Plan Update should ensure that the
principles of equality, diversity and inclusion are embedded within
policy. The Local Plan Update will also be subject to an Equalities
Impact Assessment.

The SA objectives and Local Plan update policies should reflect
and support the identified needs for communities in this
Framework.
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BDBC Community Buildings Strategy Version 2 (2017)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/councilplan

BDBC Cultural Strategy (2017)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/councilplan

seeks to guide proposals to make effective
use of time and resources.
This strategy recognizes the importance of
community buildings and seeks to guide
future investments to ensure the best
outcomes to ensure the buildings can provide
for needs.
This strategy sets out a 5 year strategy and
10 year vision to achieve a borough positively
known for arts and culture, and to give
direction for cultural development and the
Creative Industries.

The SA objectives and the Local Plan Update should protect valued
community facilities, enhance existing provision, and deliver new
facilities to meet unmet need taking into account need
assessments and other Council strategies.
The SA objectives and the Local Plan Update should reflect the
vision and objectives of this strategy.

5. Natural Environment
National
Air Quality Strategy, Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (DEFRA), 2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-air-qualitystrategy-for-england-scotland-wales- and-northern-irelandvolume-1

This Strategy sets out objectives and options
to improve air quality into the long term. It
recognises public health and environmental
benefits. Pollutant specific objectives are
identified, with the role for different parties
identified in helping to achieve them.

The SA objectives, and Local Plan Update need to address air
quality.

Environment Bill (2019)
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/201920/environment.html

The Bill seeks to put the 25 Year Environment
Plan on a statutory footing. This sets the target
for the UK to be net zero carbon by 2050, and
other measures relating to air quality, waste,
clean water, and biodiversity net gain.
It places a duty on public bodies including
Local Planning Authorities, to have regard to
conserving biodiversity. Section 41 of the
NERC Act lists species and habitats of
principal importance that must be taken into
account when public bodies are performing
any of their functions.

The SA objectives and Local Plan Update should have regard to
these aims.

Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act
(2006)
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents
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Policies will be required for the conservation and enhancement of
biodiversity of national importance. The SA should Include
objectives that relate to protection of the natural environment.
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The plan sets the goals of: improving the UK’s
air and water quality; protecting threatened
plants, trees and wildlife species; reduce the
risk of harm from environmental hazards;
enhance beauty, heritage and engagement
with the natural environment; mitigate and
adapt to climate change; minimising waste;
managing exposure to chemicals; and
enhancing biosecurity.
This plan sets out the approach to meeting
air quality commitments, linking it to health
impacts. It provides an overview document to
be read alongside area specific plans.

The SA objectives and Local Plan Update should have regard to
these aims.

UK plan for tackling roadside nitrogen dioxide
concentrations, DEFRA and DfT, 2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/air-quality-plan-fornitrogen-dioxide-no2-in-uk-2017

Tacking poor air quality is identified as a
priority. Action for nitrogen dioxide needs to be
targeted by location and the main sources
(particularly road vehicles) – this is to be led by
local authorities in terms of identifying actions /
measures.

Future Water: The Government’s Water Strategy for England,
DEFRA, 2008
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-water-thegovernment-s-water-strategy-for-england

The strategy looks at the water environment
as a whole, including water supply, water
quality and flooding and identifies a range of
actions.

Local authorities have a role in identifying hotspots and identifying
opportunities for action in relation to nitrogen dioxide levels. SA
objectives should cover maintaining/improving air quality.
Consideration should be given in the Local Plan Update, to
opportunities to address poor air quality, including through promotion
of sustainable modes of travel and facilitating lower emission
technologies and modes of travel.
This emphasizes the need to consider the water environment within
relevant plans including consideration of the availability of water,
water quality, and the efficient use of water.

Water for Life, DEFRA, 2011
http://www.officialdocuments.gov.uk/document/cm82/8230/8230.pdf

Recognises the need for water for the
environment, people’s needs and to support
the economy. It highlights a need to improve
resilience of the water environment, reverse
damage to water ecosystems, tackle pollution,
and over-abstraction. This will feed into
changes to other systems, such as updating
WRMP guidance.
This strategy focuses on minimising the

Our Green Future: A 25 Year Plan to Improve the
Environment (January 2018)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-yearenvironment-plan

Improving air quality in the UK: Tackling nitrogen dioxide in our
towns and cities – UK overview document, DEFRA, 2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/air-quality-in-theuk-plan-to-reduce-nitrogen-dioxide-emissions

Waste Management Plan for England, DEFRA, 2013
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The SA objectives and Local Plan Update need to address air
quality and transport.

A number of these matters are pertinent for the borough. It will be
important to ensure that appropriate consideration is given to the
water environment, along with demands for water and the need for
appropriate infrastructure.

Plans should consider opportunities to reduce waste generate and
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/265810/pb14100-waste-management-plan20131213.pdf

production of waste, using the waste
hierarchy, whilst ensuring that sufficient
infrastructure is available to manage the
levels of waste generated.

ensure they do not impede the operation of waste management
facilities and infrastructure. SA objectives should seek to address
waste.

Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and
ecosystem services, DEFRA, 2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020a-strategy-for-england-s–wildlife-and-ecosystem-services

The strategy aims to halt overall biodiversity
loss, support ecosystems and coherent
ecological networks. It is intended to take
action through four areas, including a more
integrated large-scale approach to
conservation, putting people at the heart of
biodiversity, reducing environmental
pressures and improving knowledge.

Biodiversity will need to be taken into consideration in SA objectives
and relevant plans, including having regard to the aim of this strategy
regarding loss of biodiversity and ecological networks.

This plan primarily seeks to provide a
mechanism to address areas of work that
have been identified previously, including the
condition of the rights of way network, their
connectivity, information provision, accessing
the countryside from urban areas and
impacts on land management. Objectives
include focusing resources on routes that
provide the most benefit, enabling a greater
response to local needs and ensuring
information on finding paths and using them
responsibly is widely available and easily
understood. A series of actions are identified.
These Plans provide a framework
from which individual agencies and
organisations can develop their own actions,
partnership projects can be established, and
progress can be monitored.
This plan sets out policies and objectives that
seek to enable the delivery of minerals and

Plans can consider the issues identified and opportunities to help
deliver them e.g. looking at access to the countryside and
connectivity of routes. SA objectives should seek to ensure
accessibility.

Sub-National / Local
Hampshire Countryside Access Plan 2015-2025,
Hampshire County Council, 2015
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/countryside/access-plans.htm

Hampshire Biodiversity Action Plan (Volume 1 and
Volume 2).
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/en
vironment/biodiversity/conserving
Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan, Hampshire County
Council (and other partners), 2013
February 2022
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The SA objectives should protect and enhance biodiversity.
Hampshire’s biodiversity framework can inform local actions and
policies.

This forms part of the Development Plan for the borough, providing
guidance on how planning proposals for minerals and waste matters
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https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/strategic waste development in Hampshire up to 2030
-planning/hampshire-minerals-waste-plan
whilst protecting the environment and local
communities and supporting the local
economy. It includes an allocated site for
mineral development at Basingstoke sidings.
In February 2013 the South East Plan was
South East Plan: Saved policy NRM6 (Thames Basin
abolished except for this policy which relates
Heaths Special Protection Area)
to new residential development close to the
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/doclib/1735.pdf
Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection
Area (SPA). In Basingstoke and Deane a
small area in the north east of the borough
(around Stratfield Turgis) lies within 5km of
the SPA where relevant mitigation measures
will be required, in line with the Thames
Basin Heaths Delivery Framework. Sherfield
on Loddon and Newnham fall within the 57km zone, where certain types of large
development could have an impact upon the
SPA.
This establishes the basis for how
Thames Basin Heaths SPA Delivery Framework (Thames
development will mitigate the impact of new
Basin Heaths Joint Strategic Partnership Board, February
development upon the Special Protection
2009)
Area (SPA). It provides the framework for the
https://www.waverley.gov.uk/downloads/file/3503/thames_
delivery of Suitable Alternative Natural
basin_heaths_spa_delivery_framework_2009_Greenspace (SANG) and management and
_thames_basin_heaths_joint_strategic_partnership_board
monitoring payments (SAMM).
Basingstoke and Deane Green Infrastructure Strategy 2018The Green Infrastructure (GI) Strategy sets
2029
out a framework for the management of our
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/page/59039/Final%20
network of spaces and habitats, reflecting the
GI%20Strategy%20approved%20131118.pdf
priorities and objectives of the Council Plan
and the borough’s adopted Local Plan. The
borough has a significant network of green
infrastructure assets. The extent, type and
quality of GI, however, are not evenly
distributed and the maximum benefits are not
always realised for reasons including
February 2022
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should be considered. The Local Plan Update would need to ensure
that the allocated site can be implemented and ensure that mineral
resources are not sterilized.

The SA objectives and the Local Plan Update should protect and
enhance biodiversity. The policy approach should give
consideration to the TBH Delivery Framework, as this has
implications for development in some parts of the borough.

The SA objectives and the Local Plan Update should protect and
enhance biodiversity. The policy approach should give
consideration to the TBH Delivery Framework, as this has
implications for development in some parts of the borough.

SA objectives will need to cover green infrastructure, recognizing
the wider sustainability benefits. The Local Plan Update should
seek to address the improvements identified in this Strategy.

C18

© Wood Group UK Limited

Hampshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy,
Hampshire County Council, 2020
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/
environment/flooding/strategies/local-flood-riskmanagement-strategy

Hampshire Groundwater Management Plan,
Hampshire County Council, 2013
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironme
nt/environment/flooding/strategies/groundwatermanagement-plan

South East River Basin District - River Basin Management
Plan, Environment Agency, 2015
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/sy
stem/uploads/attachment_data/file/718337/South_East_RBD_P
art_1_river_basin_management_plan.pdf
Thames river basin district River basin management plan
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/sy
stem/uploads/attachment_data/file/718342/Thames_RBD_Part
_1_river_basin_management_plan.pdf

accessibility, lack of awareness, poor
linkages or inadequate management. The
strategy identifies how the GI network can be
improvement.
As Lead Local Flood Authority, Hampshire CC
must develop this strategy to outline local
flooding risks and how this can be managed.
The priority is to protect people, homes,
businesses and infrastructure. Objectives
include effective partnership working, develop
a catchment approach and supporting the
planning process by encouraging sustainable
and resilient development. It identifies
catchment areas across the county for which
there will be a catchment plan. It identifies
wards within Basingstoke and Deane that are
at the highest risk of flooding
This provides an overview of groundwater
flooding risk, looking at contextual information
and action plans for priority areas. It also
seeks to collate information on actions being
taken by different partners. The action plans
include areas within the borough.

These identify the current state of the water
environment, pressures, objectives and
actions to protect and enhance water
resources across the borough (and wider).
They inform decisions on land use planning.
For the River Test and Itchen catchments,
the priority issues are water quality, channel
structure and function, and low flows.
Catchment partnership priority issues for the
River Loddon catchment are biodiversity,

February 2022
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It will be important to ensure that flood risk is considered
throughout local plan development, in terms of not increasing risks /
vulnerabilities and where possibly play a role in helping to deliver
solutions or benefits. This should also be covered in the SA
objectives.

Need to be aware of the areas at risk of groundwater flooding,
including the identified priority areas and actions that have been
identified. The Local Plan Update should not increase risk and
should have regard to actions identified.

The Local Plan Update will need to protect water resources, quality
and the water environment taking into account the Water
Framework Directive and this management plan. SA objectives
should also protect water resources.
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South East Water Resource Management Plan 2020 to 2080
https://corporate.southeastwater.co.uk/media/2219/draft-waterresources-management-plan-2019-main-document.pdf
Southern Water Water Resources Management Plan 20202070
https://www.southernwater.co.uk/water-resources-plan

Water company business plans 2020-25:
South-East Water:
https://corporate.southeastwater.co.uk/about-us/our-plans/ourbusiness-plan-2020-2025

water quality and quantity.
These documents set out the way that
water companies will seek to ensure water
supply resources are available to meet
demands in their supply area, taking
account of the needs of the environment
and potential implications of climate
change.

The Local Plan Update will need to consider the availability of water
resources at present and into the future taking into account
infrastructure needs and environmental protection. SA objectives
should also protect water resources.

These set out the specific proposals
expected to ensure sufficient water supply,
waste water treatment and adherence to
water quality standards over the five year
period and investment required in the period
as part of future planning. This links to the
Water Resource Management Plans.

Need to be aware of the proposals in the Business Plans and the
lead in times for delivering infrastructure, to ensure implementation
of the Local Plan objectives.

This sets out how water resources are
managed within the catchment and reviews
the availability of water in the catchment. It
then considers the implications for future
licensing. It is recognised that abstractions
are managed to protect the environment.

There is a need to take account of the availability of water in terms
of the location of development and the impacts on the environment
through the Local Plan update.

The plan explains flood risks and how the
relevant authorities will work with communities

Regard needs to be had to flood risk from the variety of sources
identified and proposed measures to address this. It will be

Southern Water:
https://www.southernwater.co.uk/our-business-plan-2020-25
Thames Water
https://corporate.thameswater.co.uk/about-us/our-strategiesand-plans/our-5-year-plan-for-2020-to-2025
Abstraction licensing strategies:
Thames catchment (May 2014)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/thamescatchment-abstraction-licensing-strategy
Test and Itchen catchment (March 2019)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-itchencatchment-abstraction-licensing-strategy
South East River Basin District: Flood Risk
Management Plan 2015-2021, Environment Agency,
February 2022
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2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-eastriver-basin-district-flood-risk-management-plan

Basingstoke and Deane Air Quality Annual Status Report 2018
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/page/58083/Air%20Qu
ality%20Annual%20Status%20Report%20ASR%202018.pdf

Landscape, Biodiversity and Trees Supplementary Planning
Document (2018)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/Landscape-and-biodiversity

North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) Management Plan 2014-2019, 2014
http://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/About-Us/aonbmanagement-plan.html
(Also, emerging Draft Plan 2019-24)
Living Landscapes - Basingstoke and Deane’s Natural
Environment Strategy 2014
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/page/48902/Living%20l
andscapes%20strategy.pdf

to manage the risks over the plan period.
General objectives are set out along with
catchment specific objectives. The latter
includes minimising the impact of flooding,
considering environmental benefits as part of
flood management, and support adaptation to
climate change by making space for water.
This is the Council’s assessment of the
quality of the air in the borough against the
national air quality objectives. Currently there
are no Air Quality Management Areas in
Basingstoke, this will continue to be
monitored.
This SPD explains how landscape,
biodiversity and tree considerations should
be integrated into the development process
to ensure that the Local Plan’s requirements
are met and best practice is achieved. In
particular, it supports the implementation of
Local Plan policies EM1 (Landscape), EM3
(Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection
Area), EM4 (Biodiversity, Geodiversity and
Nature Conservation), and EM5 (Green
Infrastructure).
The North Wessex Downs AONB
Management Plan presents objectives and
policies that partners can apply to help
conserve and enhance this nationally
important landscape. The Plan also contains
priorities that the North Wessex Downs team
intends to lead or carry out with others.
This sets out the long-term strategy for the
conservation and enhancement of the
borough’s landscape and its biodiversity. As
well as focusing resources, this strategy will
also be

February 2022
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important to aim to avoid increasing risks through the Local Plan
Update and SA objectives.

The SA objectives will cover air quality and this will be a factor to
be addressed in Local Plan policies and allocations.

This SPD will need to be reviewed alongside consideration of
updated Local Plan policies, in light of any updated landscape,
biodiversity and trees evidence base.

The management plan should be taken into account for any plans
within or in close proximity to the AONB to help conserve the
nationally important landscape. The protection of important
landscapes will be reflected in the SA objectives, and in the Local
Plan Update.

The objectives of this Strategy can be supported by Local Plan
policies on biodiversity, landscape and green infrastructure and this
Strategy will inform the relevant policies. SA objectives will also
cover these issues.
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Basingstoke and Deane Landscape Assessment 2001,
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/ENV07

Landscape Capacity Study 2008 and 2010
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/ENV08

used to influence the preparation of other
council documents that will have an
influence on wildlife and the landscape.
Objectives include protecting and managing
key habitats, protecting and enhancing green
infrastructure, improved public access to
green infrastructure.
This assessment provides an integrated
approach to landscape assessment, drawing
together historic, ecological and landscape
elements into the characterisation process.
The assessment provides the basis for
responses to development proposals
affecting the landscape of the borough and
assists the council and other bodies in
making decisions affecting the future of the
landscape.
These Landscape Capacity Studies were
carried out to consider the extent to which a
particular area or type of landscape is able to
accommodate change without significant
effects on character or overall change in
landscape type and were used to help
determine the most suitable location for
future development in the borough.

This assessment is currently being updated and will form part of the
evidence base to inform policies and site selection to ensure
protection of the landscape across the borough. A SA objective will
seek to ensure protection of the landscape.

These studies will be replaced by a Landscape Sensitivity Study
which will form part of the evidence base to inform policies and site
selection to ensure protection of the landscape across the borough.
A SA objective will seek to ensure protection of the landscape.

6. Sustainability
International
Sustainable Development Goals, UN, 2015
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/developmentagenda/

EU Sustainable Development Strategy, EU, updated
in 2006 (reviewed 2009)

A series of 17 goals (including targets) set
out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, on matters covering poverty,
health and wellbeing, equality, and climate
change.
Highlights that sustainable development is
the overarching objective of the EU, and this
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These goals have been embedded in national frameworks including
planning guidance and sustainable development should be the key
objective of the Local Plan Update, and underpin all sustainability
appraisal objectives.
These goals have been embedded in national frameworks including
planning guidance and sustainable development should be the key
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/sustainabledevelopment/strategy/review/index_en.htm

Kyoto Protocol, UN, 1997
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.html

Paris Agreement, UN, 2015
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/par
is_en

has been mainstreamed into a broad range of
policies. The strategy sets out a number of
objectives on environmental protection, social
equality and cohesion, economic prosperity,
and meeting international responsibilities. It
refers to the principles of ‘polluter pays’ and
‘the precautionary principle’.
An international treaty which extends the
1992 United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) that commits
state parties to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.
The main aim of this agreement is to keep
global temperature rise this century below
2°C above preindustrial levels. European
Union Member States committed themselves
to a binding target of at least 40% reduction
in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030
compared to 1990.

objective of the Local Plan Update, and underpin all sustainability
appraisal objectives.

Each country must determine, plan, and regularly report on the
contribution that it undertakes to mitigate global warming. Plans
and strategies will need to show how they support delivery of
reduced greenhouse gases. While the commitments are likely to
filter through national policy / strategies this indicates the direction
of travel regarding climate change policy and the emphasis on
mitigation and adaptation measures. Plans and strategies will need
to consider how they can support delivery of these commitments.

National
The Government’s strategy for sustainable
development aims to enable all people to
satisfy their basic needs and enjoy a better
quality of life without comprising the quality of
life of future generations. Five principles are
identified, along with four priorities, namely,
sustainable consumption and production,
climate change and energy, natural resource
protection and environmental enhancement,
and sustainable communities.
Climate Change Act 2008 and UK Climate Change Risk
The government is required to report on risks
Assessment 2017, HM Government, 2017
of climate change under the Climate Change
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-climate-change- Act 2008. 6 priority areas for action are
risk-assessment-2017
identified, comprising flooding and coastal
change, risks linked to higher temperatures,
Securing the future: Delivering UK Sustainable
Development Strategy, HM Government, 2005
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/securing-thefuture-delivering-uk-sustainable-development-strategy
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These goals have been embedded in national frameworks including
planning guidance and sustainable development should be the key
objective of the Local Plan Update, and underpin all sustainability
appraisal objectives.

Climate change risks, mitigation and adaptation will need to be
addressed through SA objectives and the Local Plan Update.

C23

© Wood Group UK Limited

The National Adaptation Programme and the Third
Strategy for Climate Adaption Reporting: Making
the Country Resilient to a Changing Climate
(DEFRA, July 2018)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/climate-changesecond-national-adaptation-programme-2018-to-2023
The Carbon Plan: Delivering our low carbon future, HM
Government, 2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-carbon-planreducing-greenhouse-gas-emissions—2

Clean Growth Strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-growthstrategy

shortages in public water supply, risks to
natural capital, risks to food production and
trade, and new and emerging pests and
diseases.
Links to the requirements of the Climate
Change Act 2008. This document sets out
actions required to address risks and
opportunities posed by a changing climate.

Climate change risks, mitigation and adaptation will need to be
addressed through SA objectives and the Local Plan Update.

This seeks to provide a framework for how to
achieve decarbonisation within the UK’s
energy policy, whilst also considering a
transition to a low carbon economy and
minimising costs to consumers. It focuses on
the period from 2008-2027. It recognises that
there will need to be changes in the way we
generate energy, along with the ways we use
energy (including through energy efficiency).
This seeks to grow national income while
cutting greenhouse gas emissions. Key
policies and proposals include improving the
energy efficiency of homes, accelerating the
shift to low carbon transport, and delivering
clean power.

Ensure that new development takes account of emerging
technologies and opportunities to use energy efficiently – this can
include travel considerations.

HCC climate emergency provided a
commitment to develop an action plan to
ensure that the county moved towards
carbon neutrality with greater resilience to the
effects of climate change.
The council declared a climate emergency in
September 2019 which sets the aim of
making the borough carbon neutral by 2030.

The SA objectives and Local Plan Update will need to support the
delivery of low and zero carbon development

The SA objectives and Local Plan Update will need to support the
delivery of low and zero carbon development.

Sub-National / Local
Hampshire County Council Climate Emergency (June 2019)
https://www.hants.gov.uk/news/June17climatechangecabinetrls

Basingstoke and Deane Climate Emergency
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/climateemergency
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The SA objectives and Local Plan Update will need to support the
delivery of low and zero carbon development to meet this target.
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BDBC Climate Change Strategy 2014 to 2020 (2017 update)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/climatechange

This strategy sets out how the council will
work towards the delivery of the council’s
vision and the Council Plan in respect of
climate change. It is currently being reviewed
in light of the Council’s Climate Change
emergency and revised targets.

The SA objectives will cover climate change and this issue will be
addressed in Local Plan objectives, policies and allocations.

North Hampshire Renewable Energy and Low Carbon
Development Study, 2010
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/ENV10

This Study, covering Basingstoke, Hart and
Rushmoor, provides an assessment of the
local feasibility and potential for renewable
and low carbon technologies, including microgeneration, to supply new development in
their area.

Climate change will be included within the SA objectives. This
forms part of the evidence base and will be used to inform planning
policies.

This sets an ambition to
encourage cycling and walking to be the
natural choice for shorter journeys, and as
part of longer journeys. It recognises the
importance of partnership working and sets
out a series of objectives focusing on better
safety, better mobility and better streets.

There will be opportunities to facilitate walking and cycling through
the design of new developments and how they relate to existing
facilities. Opportunities to improve connectivity and the network in
existing built up and rural areas should also be considered.

The draft document sets the vision that, ‘By
2050 the South East will be the world’s
leading region for sustainable economic
growth. Our mission is to provide a clean,
safe, seamless transport system to better
connect our lives and our businesses while

The Local Plan Update, underpinned by the SA objectives, would
need to support the development of the strategic road network to
deliver the aims of this strategy.

7. Transport
National
Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy,
Department for Transport (DfT), 2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-andwalking-investment-strategy

Sub-National / Local
Transport for the South East, Draft Transport Strategy
(Consultation Draft, October 2019)
https://transportforthesoutheast.org.uk/transportstrategy/
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Hampshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2031,
Hampshire County Council, 2013
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/strategies/transportstrategie
s

Basingstoke Transport Strategy
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/transport-strategy

protecting the environment. That will mean
more jobs, more opportunities to trade in the
global marketplace and a better quality of life
for everyone’. The strategy identifies
challenges and opportunities/responses for a
range of different journey types, many of
which are relevant to the borough. Key
issues for BDBC include managing the
impact of journeys between the M3 and M4
corridors, and providing improved access to
Heathrow airport. The strategy, once
finalised, will be accompanied by more
detailed studies and will assist in directing
investment where it is most needed.
This sets an overarching policy direction at a
countywide level and provides a long term
strategy and shorter term implementation
strategy to support delivery. The 3 main
priorities identified are to support economic
growth by ensuring the safety, soundness
and efficiency of the transport network;
providing a safe, well-maintained, and more
resilient road network; and management of
traffic to maximise the efficiency of existing
network capacity, improving journey time
reliability and reducing emissions.
The strategy, developed in partnership with
the Local Highway Authority establishes the
vision, objectives, challenges and policy
interventions which will shape the approach
to planning and delivering transport in
Basingstoke. It is structured around seven
key themes:
(1) Improving access to and within the town
centre;
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There may be a role in supporting the delivery of the priority areas
identified, but also in terms of making sure that appropriate
consideration is given to how any new development links with the
existing network and its available capacity.

The Local Plan Update will be a key means of delivering the
Transport Strategy. In particular, it will identify the location and
form of new development, and will secure other transport
improvements, such as improvements to the highway network,
upgraded walking/cycling infrastructure, and improved public
transport. These would need to be reflected in the SA objectives.
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Hampshire Cycling Strategy, Hampshire County Council,
2015
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/transport-strategydocuments/HampshireCyclingStrategy.pdf

Basingstoke Cycling Strategy (2016)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/cyclestrategy

(2) Integrating new developments with well
planned transport choices;
(3) Providing a step change in the quality of
local public transport (including indicative
proposals for a Mass Rapid Transport
Network);
(4) Developing priority strategic walking and
cycling corridors;
(5) Managing journey times and reliability on
key routes;
(6) Maintaining Basingstoke’s strong strategic
transport connections;
(7) Future-proofing of the transport network.
.
The vision for this strategy is that by 2025
cycling will be a convenient, safe, healthy,
affordable and popular means of
transportation and recreation. Linked to this, a
series of challenges and related objectives are
identified, including in relation to safety and
encouraging regular cycling.
The strategy sets out a high level framework
with the aim of making cycling in Basingstoke
and the wider borough a safe, attractive and
practical choice for residents in order to
encourage modal shift. This includes
identifying a Strategic Cycling Network with a
series of corridors linking key destinations.
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The Local Plan Update can have a role in reflecting on the
challenges identified and providing a means of encouraging cycling
e.g. improving connectivity of routes / links to key destinations, and
considering the availability of cycle storage.

Plans can have a role in reflecting on the challenges identified and
providing a means of encouraging cycling e.g. improving
connectivity of routes / links to key destinations, and considering
the availability of cycle storage.
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Hampshire Walking Strategy, Hampshire County Council,
2016
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/strategies/transportstrat
egies

The strategy focuses on 4 key aims, namely
providing a clear statement on aspirations for
supporting walking in the short, medium and
long term; providing a framework to support
local walking strategies; provide a means to
prioritise funding to the best value for money;
and helping to realise additional funding
opportunities. This links to a vision that by
2025, walking will be the travel mode of choice
for short trips and the most popular &
accessible means of recreation.

Plans can have a role in reflecting on the challenges identified and
providing a means of encouraging walking e.g. through creating
new links, making sure routes feel safe, and improving the usability
of existing routes.

Parking Supplementary Planning Document (2018)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/parking-standards

These standards set out an approach that
takes account of expected levels of car
ownership in new developments and that
sufficient provision is made for the amount of
parking that is likely to be needed with the
emphasis on promoting good design. It also
includes standards for cycle, motorcycle and
electric vehicle parking.

This SPD will need to be reviewed alongside consideration of
updated Local Plan policies.

The strategy identifies 12 strategic priorities
for DfE. This includes ensuring access to
quality places where they are needed.

SA objectives should ensure sufficient infrastructure provision and
the Local Plan Update should make provision for sufficient school
places where they are needed.

This document sets out the level of need that
has been identified for additional mainstream

The capacity of schools will be a consideration in policies for new
development. The need for new schools/classrooms in the

8. Education
National
DfE Strategy 2015-2020: World-class education and
care (March 2016)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/u
ploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/508421/D
fE-strategy-narrative.pdf
Sub-National / Local
Hampshire School Places Plan 2020 – 2024, Hampshire
County Council, 2019
February 2022
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https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/school
placesplan

school places in primary and secondary
schools within the Borough. This takes
account of population changes and
anticipated new development. Specifically, it
identifies programmed expansion at schools
in the borough up until 2024. It is updated
annually.

borough should be addressed through the Local Plan Update.

This recognises the importance of the rural
areas to the economy and the need to look at
specific priority areas to enhance productivity,
this includes connectivity to the wider
economy, skills and making it easier to live
and work in rural areas.
This sets out the government’s plan for
raising productivity. This is based around
encouraging long-term investment in
economic capital including infrastructure,
skills and knowledge, and promoting a
dynamic economy that encourages
innovation.
The aim of this is to boost productivity by
focusing on five foundations: ideas, people,
infrastructure, business environment, places.
Relevant policies relate to infrastructure,
transport and business growth.

As much of the borough is rural, these issues are of relevance to
local planning, in particular transport, access, rural businesses and
housing.

This sets out an over-arching economic plan
for the EM3 LEP area (including Basingstoke
and Deane), with the aim of being ‘the
premier location in the country for enterprise
and economic growth, balanced with an

Regard should be had to the approach being taken by the LEP, and
the Local Plan Update can support the areas of focus and
interventions identified. SA objectives will support sustainable
economic growth.

10. Economy and Entrepreneurship
National
Towards a one nation economy: A 10-point plan for boosting
productivity in rural areas, DEFRA, 2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/towards-a-onenation-economy-a-10-point-plan-for-boosting-rural-productivity

Productivity Plan. Fixing the Foundations: Creating a more
prosperous nation (HM Treasury, July 2015)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fixing-thefoundations-creating-a-more-prosperous-nation

Industrial strategy: Building a Britain fit for the future (2017)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industrial-strategybuilding-a-britain-fit-for-the-future

SA objectives and the Local Plan update will need to address
sustainable economic growth, including infrastructure.

SA objectives and the Local Plan update will need to address
sustainable economic growth, including infrastructure.

Sub-National / Local
Strategic Economic Plan 2018-2030 for the EM3 Local
Enterprise Partnership (September 2018)
https://www.enterprisem3.org.uk/sites/default/files/201908/Strategic%20Economic%20Plan%202018.pdf
February 2022
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excellent environment and quality of life’. It
identifies areas of focus to enhance
performance and priorities for growth. The
document is supported by the EM3 Delivery
Plan 2019-20 and provides a foundation upon
which to develop a Local Industrial Strategy.
Basingstoke is identified as one among 16
UK towns identified as ‘digital suburbs with a
high proportion of digital tech business and
employment than the UK average.
Basingstoke is one of a number of ‘growth’
towns, although economic productivity is
shown to have stagnated between 20102015.
Economic Masterplan for Basingstoke 2033
This sets out an economic masterplan for
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/page/33858/Basingstok Basingstoke, identifying improvements
e%20interactive%20master%20plan.pdf
needed to attract investment, such as
transport and technology infrastructure,
regeneration and redevelopment
opportunities.
A Vision for Central Basingstoke (2007), Basingstoke Central
This vision seeks to ensure the continued
Area Action Plan
success of Basingstoke’s central area by
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/page/27503/1%20A%2 developing its potential as a social, cultural,
0vision%20for%20Central%20Basingstoke.pdf
educational, business, living and retail
environment. It sets out specific aims with
implementation of policies and projects
identified in the Action Plan.
Local Industrial Strategy: Defining our Approach (Enterprise
M3, May 2020)
https://www.enterprisem3.org.uk/local-industrial-strategy

This report provides a detailed evidence base
setting out the state of the economy in this
area, comments on the area’s economic
prospects and suggests a number of
interventions to ensure the area remains
productive and competitive. The Local
Industrial Strategy will continue to be
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SA objectives will need to address sustainable economic
development and policies and allocations within the Local Plan
Update should support the Economic masterplan.

The Local Plan Update should be consistent with these aims and
objectives and ensure that specific projects can be delivered.

SA objectives will need to address sustainable economic
development and Local Plan objectives and policies should be
supportive of policies in this Strategy.
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developed based on the priorities in this
report.
BDBC Economic Needs Assessment (2018)
This provides an assessment of the need for
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/ETC01
economic land and floorspace up to 2029 but
also considers trends for the period beyond
to 2050.
BDBC Retail assessment 2009, updated 2012 and refresh 2015 The retail assessment and updates reviewed
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/retail-assessment
the need for land and floorspace for retail and
leisure developments; the role and function of
town centres including their performance; and
the capacity of the centres to accommodate
new development.
Basing View masterplan
A Masterplan for Basing View has been
https://democracy.basingstoke.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?A produced to inform landowner priorities and
IId=3495
as an investment tool. The Masterplan
maintains the Adopted Local Plan’s
overarching ambition of regenerating the area
as a quality business location providing
strategic employment facilities.
Top of the Town, Basingstoke Concept Masterplan – A vision
The concept masterplan is a strategy for
for the future 2014
gradual and progressive enhancement that
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/doclib/435.pdf
aims to reposition Top of the Town and
create a more attractive environment for
investment.

Support for the economy will be addressed through the SA
objectives, and this study will inform planning policies and
allocations relating to the economy and employment land.
SA objectives will address sustainable economic development,
including retail. The retail needs assessments will form part of the
evidence base to inform retail policy in the update of the Local
Plan.

SA objectives and updated planning policies will address
sustainable economic development and regeneration opportunities.

SA objectives will address regeneration and town centres, and the
Local Plan Update can support opportunities for improvement.

11. A Borough with Heritage and Distinction
Sub-National / Local
Conservation Area Appraisals (and Management Plans),
various dates
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/conservationappraisals

This suite of documents provides information
about the Conservation Areas to which they
relate, identifying specific character areas
and the features which help to provide the
historic character. These documents are
either adopted as appendices to the council’s
Design and Sustainability SPD (2018) or
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These documents identify the features of particular importance
(from settlement pattern to materials used) within the Conservation
Areas, all of which should be taken into account should any plans
relate to these areas.
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BDBC Heritage Supplementary Planning Document (2019)
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/heritage-spd

Historic England: Local Heritage Listing (2016)
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/localheritage-listing-advice-note-7/heag018-local-heritage-listing/
Historic England: Tall Buildings (2015)
https://historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/publications/historic-environment-and-site-allocations-inlocal-plans/
Historic England: The historic environment and site allocations
in Local Plans (2015)
https://historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/publications/historic-environment-and-site-allocations-inlocal-plans/
Historic England: The setting of Heritage Assets (2017
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3setting-of-heritage-assets/

Historic England: Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic
Environmental Assessment (2016)
https://historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategicenvironmental-assessment-advice-note-8/heag036sustainability-appraisal-strategic-environmental-assessment/

adopted as SPDs individually.
The Heritage SPD forms part of the council’s
positive approach to protecting and, where
possible, enhancing its historic environment.
It supports the implementation of Local Plan
policies on heritage, landscape and delivering
high quality development.
This advice supports local authorities in
producing a local list of heritage assets, to
ensure a consistent and accountable
approach.
This provides advice on planning and
designing for tall buildings so they can be
successfully delivered through the
development plan and development
management process.
This provides advice to help ensure that the
historic environment plays a positive role in
allocating sites for development.

This document sets out guidance on
managing change within the settings of
heritage assets, including
archaeological remains and historic buildings,
sites, areas, and landscapes.
This advice note provides information on
historic environmental considerations as part
of SA/SEA
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The protection of heritage will be included within the SA objectives.
The SPD will be considered in the review of Local Plan policies on
heritage, landscape and design.

The council has a local list of heritage assets which are referred to in
the SA Scoping Report, and will be addressed in the LPU through
policy and site allocations.
This will be addressed through the LPU process in respect of policy
and site allocations.

This advice will be considered through the SA and LPU site selection
and allocation process.

This provides more detailed guidance on the setting of heritage
assets which will need to be addressed in the LPU and within the
broader SA/SEA objectives of protecting heritage assets.

The advice note has informed the Scoping Report in respect of
heritage issues and will inform the future SA/SEA process.

C32

© Wood Group UK Limited

The Historic Environment in Local Plans (2015)
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa1historic-environment-local-plans/

This Good Practice Advice note provides
information on implementing historic
environment policy in the NPPF and related
guidance in PPG, including on SEA/SA.
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This provides advice on evidence gathering, strategic policy
formulation and site allocations in respect of heritage issues which
can be used in the SA and Local Plan processes
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Appendix E Policy Options Considered
Policy
Reference

Policy Title

CC1

A carbon Neutral,
Climate Adapted
Borough
Regeneration
New Housing in the
Countryside
Basing View

SS2
SS6
SS8

SS10
CN1

Chineham Railway
Station
Affordable Housing

February 2022
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Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
n/a

n/a
n/a
Options for Basing View
Option 1: Update the current policy to
set out high level general principles
based on the Basing View
masterplan (2018).
Option 2: Introduce a detailed policy
approach which sets out suitable
uses for individual plots and
buildings, based on the new
masterplan for the site.
Option 3: Introduce a more flexible
policy which supports uses other than
offices, such as retail and residential.
Not applicable.
The Issues and Options consultation
asked how much discount should be
applied to affordable homes to meet
needs (Q. 10a), and respondents’
views on low cost home ownership
products (Q. 10b/c).

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?
The Issues and Options consultation informed the
detailed policies that are cross referenced by this overarching policy.
No
n/a
Yes, the discounted option is based on option 2 i.e.
provide a greater level of specificity. However, it is
considered that there is not suitable evidence on which to
base such an approach at present.

Not applicable.
n/a
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

CN2

Rural Exception Sites
and First Homes
Exception Sites

CN3

Housing Mix for
Market Housing

CN4

Specialist
accommodation for
older people and
those with specialised
needs

February 2022
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Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
The Issues and Options consultation
asked how the Local Plan could
support the delivery of affordable
housing in rural areas (Q.10d)
Options for the size and mix of
market housing
Option 1: Retain a criteria-based
policy to determine the mix of homes
by size and type on a site-by-site
basis.
Option 2: Set out a specific mix of
sizes of market homes as a starting
point for negotiations. The precise
requirement could include some
flexibility to take account of local
circumstances. This could include
different requirements in urban and
rural parts of the borough.
Option 3: Allow the housing market to
decide what size and type of homes
are built.
Options for homes for older people
and those with support needs
Option 1: All new housing should be
built to advanced accessibility
standards (where technically
achievable and viable). This could
include a proportion of wheelchairadaptable dwellings, to meet needs.

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?
n/a

The proposed approach ‘retains a criteria-based policy to
determine the mix of homes by size and type on a site-bysite basis’ (as set out for Option 1) whilst also setting out
‘a specific mix of market homes as a starting point for
negotiations’ (Option 2) in the supporting text.

The proposed approach proposes to ‘permit specialist
accommodation within settlements, and exceptionally
outside settlements where unmet need exists’ as well as
provide ‘specialist accommodation on the largest, most
sustainable housing allocations’, in line with Option 2.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
Option 2: Accessible and adaptable
dwellings should only be required to
meet the number of additional
households that will require such
accommodation (circa 20%).

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

Options for specialist accommodation
(such as care homes)
Option 1: Continue current strategy of
securing specialist accommodation
on large windfall sites.
Option 2: Require specialist
accommodation on the largest, most
sustainable housing allocations.
Permit specialist
accommodation within settlements,
and exceptionally outside
settlements, where unmet need
exists.
Option 3: Allocate sites in the Local
Plan Update to meet need for
specialist accommodation.
NP3

Custom and Self-Build Options for how the council should
Housing
meet its future requirement for selfbuild plots
Option 1: Continue to seek a
proportion of self-build plots on larger
housing sites.
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One of the self-build policies follows Option 1, in that it
seeks to secure a supply of custom and self build plots as
a proportion of the units on large housing sites.
Option 3 will be supported through the Neighbourhood
Planning Policy (Policy SS5).
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

NP4

Accessible and
Adaptable Dwellings

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
Option 2: In addition to the above,
also allocate specific sites in the
Local Plan Update exclusively for
self-build.
Option 3: Encourage the delivery of
self-build plots through
Neighbourhood Plans and on
community-led
housing schemes.
Options for homes for older people
and those with support needs
Option 1: All new housing should be
built to advanced accessibility
standards (where technically
achievable and viable). This could
include a proportion of wheelchairadaptable dwellings, to meet needs.
Option 2: Accessible and adaptable
dwellings should only be required to
meet the number of additional
households that will require such
accommodation (circa 20%).

CN5

Gypsies, Travellers
and Travelling Show
People

Options for gypsy and traveller
pitches
Option 1: Continue to meet the needs
of gypsies and travellers through a
policy requirement for provision on
larger residential led site allocations.
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Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

The policy approach incorporates elements of Option 1 (in
that it requires 20% of market dwellings to be built to
advanced standards) and some of the principles of Option
2, in setting a higher requirement for affordable homes.

Yes, 2 alternatives were considered. 1 was minimal
updating in order to reflect latest need figures, but
retaining the policy essentially as it currently stands.
The other option involved limited re-drafting in order to
bring the policy more in line with the wording of PPTS in
places.
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Policy
Reference

CN6

Policy Title

Infrastructure

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
Option 2: Alter the existing strategy to
require the provision of traveller
pitches on a broader mix of housing
sites.
Option 3: Allocate specific standalone site/sites to accommodate the
needs of gypsies and travellers.
Option 4: A combination of the
options above, for example allocating
stand-alone sites which are available,
with
the remainder to be provided on
housing allocations.
Options for providing new
infrastructure
Option 1: Continue to plan for the
timely provision of infrastructure by
working with service providers to
meet needs through new and
expanded facilities linked to new
development.
Option 2: Seek new ways of
providing infrastructure to ensure its
provision as early as possible in the
delivery of new communities, through
external funding and close working
with key partners.
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Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?
These are essentially both variations of option 1, as both
entailed continuing the existing strategy.

Yes, including:
• working proactively with infrastructure providers to
enable the delivery of new and improved
infrastructure, to meet the needs of new and
existing communities and businesses within the
borough;
• seeking for developers and landowners to work
constructively with the council, infrastructure
providers and existing communities throughout the
planning process to ensure that the right
infrastructure is provided at the right location and
time;
• ensuring that sufficient infrastructure is in place to
support new developments and to serve future
occupiers and users;
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

CN7

New and Improved
Community Facilities

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
Options for essential facilities and
services

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?
Other options related back to both options 1 and 2 were
considered. However, these have not been set out in full
within the policy proforma.

Option 1: Continue with the current
approach as set out within the current
Local Plan.

CN8

Protecting Existing
Community Facilities

Option 2: Strengthen protection
against the loss of a particular facility
or service.
Options for the provision of new
facilities and services on new
developments

Other options were considered. These were related to a
broader range of considerations that just options 1 and 2,
such as the relationship between CN7 and CN8. These
have not been set out in full within the policy proforma.

Option 1: Continue with the current
approach of delivering community
facilities in most new developments
over 400 dwellings.

CN9

Transport

Option 2: Concentrate on providing
fewer, but larger new community
centres.
Options for sustainable transport and
movement
Option 1: Meeting the needs of the
car by adding highway capacity and
providing parking spaces to meet
demand, with minor improvements to
benefit cycling, walking and public
transport.

February 2022
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Yes, including:
• a focus on improvements in facilities for walking,
cycling and public transport;
• prioritising travel by sustainable transport modes;
• providing safe, secure and high quality pedestrian
and cycle connections to local facilities and
services,
• facilities to encourage public transport use,
together with the introduction of a high-quality

E7

© Wood Group UK Limited

Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
Option 2: Focus on improvements in
facilities for walking, cycling and
public transport, including dedicating
space on our roads for these forms of
transport, including reserving land
where required and considering the
scope for new railway stations.

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

•
•

network of routes in partnership with public
transport operators;
seeking to minimise reliance on the private car
whilst encouraging sustainable modes of travel,
including Active Travel (walking and cycling);
options for low and car free development, electric
vehicle charging infrastructure, car clubs, etc.

Option 3: Establish an approach that
relies on managing demand, such as
the pricing of car parking spaces,
greater use of technology and more
home-working to reduce the need to
travel by car.
Option 4: An approach that sees an
improvement to benefit all modes of
transport.
EM1
EM2

Landscape
Strategic Gap

EM3

Thames Basin Heaths
Special Protection
Area

February 2022
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n/a
The Issues and Options consultation
asked if there were any areas or land
which should be designated as new
strategic gaps, if there are any
strategic gaps which should be
deleted and if any existing strategic
gap boundaries should be updated.
n/a

n/a
Strategic Gap Review concludes a number of gap
boundaries require updating and two new strategic gaps
are defined; Basingstoke – North Waltham and
Basingstoke – Dummer.

n/a
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

NP5

Solent Protected
Nature Conservation
Sites
River Loddon
Biodiversity,
Geodiversity and
Nature Conservation

NP6
EM4

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
n/a

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

n/a
The Issues and Options consultation
asked if the Local Plan Update
should ask for more than 10%
biodiversity net gain, how off-site
compensation measures should be
coordinated/located, and if any other
key elements of biodiversity net gain
should be reflected in the LPU.

n/a
Refers to minimum 10% biodiversity net gain. The policy
sets out how and where measurable improvements can
be achieved, referencing existing opportunity and priority
areas, and existing and forthcoming network opportunity
mapping and local nature recovery networks. The policy
requires that improvements must be delivered within the
site boundary wherever possible or, where agreed, on offsite on land within the applicant’s ownership or on land
that supports strategic nature recovery initiatives (as
supported by Issues and Options consultation responses).

n/a

In response to the question about any other key elements
of biodiversity net gain that should be reflected in the
Local Plan Update, there was a wide range of
suggestions, including the provision of wildlife habitat
networks and corridors, biodiversity improvement zones,
use of nature recovery networks, green arteries and
attention to water quality. The policy has been updated
accordingly to reference the River Test and River Loddon
and river catchment management plans, network
opportunity mapping and local nature recovery networks.
EM5
NP7

Green Infrastructure
Local Green Spaces
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n/a
The Issues and Options consultation
asked if the LPU should designate
Local Green Spaces through the
Local Plan Update and
Neighbourhood Plans. It also invited

n/a
Consideration of promoted sites for designation as Local
Green Space and inclusion of policy within the LPU to
designate and protect Local Green Spaces.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

EM6

Water Quality

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
the promotion of areas that meet the
criteria and should be designated as
such.
n/a

EM7

Managing Flood Risk

n/a

NP8

Energy Requirements

Options for energy standards
Option 1: Require all new
development to reach net zero
carbon.
Option 2: Require an uplift in energy
efficiency standards for new homes
to approximately 20% above the
Building Regulations.
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Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

Whilst no specific policy alternatives were suggested
through the Issues and Options consultation, a number of
consultation responses were received in respect of water
quality issues, with general support for improving water
quality.
In light of this the policy wording has been amended to
refer to necessary infrastructure provision alongside
development, and support for developers implementing
measures which would improve the water environment.
Whilst no specific policy alternatives were suggested
through the Issues and Options consultation, a number of
consultation responses were received in respect of
flooding issues.
In response to some of these comments, additional text
has been added to the policy in respect of the timely
delivery of infrastructure.
The policy approach is based around Option 1, but with a
more flexible approach for non-residential buildings.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
Option 3: Continue with the current
approach and require new
development to meet the Building
Regulations or future equivalent.

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

NP9

Sustainable Design,
Construction and
Adaption

n/a

NP10

Renewable and Low
Carbon Energy
Generation

Options for delivering low carbon and
renewable energy and associated
infrastructure:
Option 1:
Identify suitable areas for renewable
and low carbon energy sources and
their supporting infrastructure in the
Local Plan Update.

There wasn’t a specific option in the issues and options
paper, but was a question related to BREEAM. In
response the use of BREEAM and in particular,
‘excellent’ was heavily supported.
The policy now includes references to including
community infrastructure and enabling neighbourhood
plans to promote their own renewable infrastructure which
was an option within the Issues and Options Draft.

NP11

Overarching Design
Principles
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Option 2:
Encourage the allocation of specific
renewable and low carbon energy
sources or infrastructure through
neighbourhood plans and support
community-led schemes.
The Issues and Options Consultation
asked a range of questions in relation
to design, but did not present specific
options. It also presented a range of
design priorities which had been
identified and sought views on
whether those were a reasonable

No
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

NP12

Site Design

NP13

Building Design

NP14

Internal Space
Standards for New
Dwellings

NP15

Density of New
Residential
Development
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Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
assessment of the design priorities
for the borough.
The Issues and Options Consultation
asked a range of questions in relation
to design, but did not present specific
options. It also presented a range of
design priorities which had been
identified and sought views on
whether those were a reasonable
assessment of the design priorities
for the borough.
The Issues and Options Consultation
asked a range of questions in relation
to design, but did not present specific
options. It also presented a range of
design priorities which had been
identified and sought views on
whether those were a reasonable
assessment of the design priorities
for the borough.
The Issues and Options consultation
asked whether or not the Nationally
Described Standards should be
adopted. So that is essential two
options for consideration. In addition,
it asked if any other standard ought
to be considered.
The Issues and Options consultation
asked: whether more new homes
should be delivered in Basingstoke
town centre and, if so, then with what
sort of developments and in what

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

No

No

Not in substantive terms, the only issue for consideration
is whether it is a stand alone policy or incorporated into
the design policies, but this is still predicated on adopting
the NDSS.

No
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

EM11

The Historic
Environment
Pollution and Air
Quality
Economic Growth and
Investment

EM12
EP1

EP2

Employment Land
and Premises (B use
Classes)

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
locations; whether there should be
high density development in suitable
locations in the borough and, if so,
then in which locations; whether
there should be additional tall
buildings (over 6 storeys) in
Basingstoke and, if so, then in which
locations; and whether there should
be the introduction of minimum
density standards to uplift the density
of residential developments.
n/a

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

n/a

n/a

Options for Employment Areas

No. Other options were considered, but they were
variations on the theme of the selected option.

Option 1: Retain all of the current
strategic employment areas.
Option 2: Re-allocate one or more of
the existing employment areas for
other uses.
Option 3: Re-allocate parts of existing
employment areas for other uses
Options for developing the borough’s
office sector
Option 1: Continue to focus new
office development in existing office
areas such as Basing View and
Chineham. Option 2: Deliver new
office development in new

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

n/a

No, other options considered do not link back directly to
the Issues and Options consultation.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
employment areas on the edge of
Basingstoke.
Option 3: Deliver new office
development on housing allocations
on the edge of Basingstoke in order
to create mixed use developments.
Option 4: Support office development
within the town centre.
Option 5: Provide more protection for
existing offices.
Options for developing the borough’s
industrial sector, if required
Option 1: Focus any new industrial
floorspace on existing employment
areas as much as possible.
Option 2: Focus new industrial
development on new employment
areas provided on the edge of
Basingstoke Town or elsewhere.
Option 3: Provide new industrial
floorspace within new housing
allocations, provided it does not have
a detrimental impact on new
dwellings.
Option 4: Do not allocate any more
industrial land, but instead rely on a
policy which allows development to
come forward when and where it is
needed.
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Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
Options for developing the boroughs
storge and distribution sector, if
required.

Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

Option 1:Focus new storage and
distribution development on new
employment areas provided on the
edge of
Basingstoke or elsewhere.
Option 2 :Provide new storage and
distribution floorspace as part of new
housing allocations provided this
does not have a detrimental impact
on new dwellings.
Option 3: Rely on a policy which
allows such development to come
forward when and where it is needed.

EP3

Town, District and
Local Centres

EP4

Rural Economy

The Issues and Options consultation
asked questions about the retail
hierarchy (Q 8(t) and 8(u)), town
centre boundaries (Q 8(v)), and the
floorspace threshold for a Retail
Impact Assessment (Q 8(w)).
Options for the rural economy
Option 1: Continue the current
approach in relation to the rural
economy, focusing on supporting
existing businesses and small scale
new businesses.
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n/a
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

EP5

Rural Tourism

Policy options previously
consulted on (identified in Issues
and Options consultation)
Option 2: Adopt a more expansive
approach, providing more support for
rural businesses, the expansion of
existing employment sites and the
creation of new business premises in
the countryside.
Option 3: Broaden the scope to
include protection for existing rural
economy floorspace (i.e. to prevent it
going
over to other uses unless this can be
suitably justified).
Option 4: Provide a policy framework
which addresses certain parts of the
rural economy which need more
specific support.
Options for Tourism
Option 1: Retain the current policy
framework which provides some
support.
Option 2: Take a more supportive
approach to new tourist development.
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Does policy proforma include any alternative/new
wording which links back to the I&O policy options?

No
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Appendix F Preferred Approach and Reasons for Rejecting Alternatives
Policy
Reference
CC1

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

A Carbon Neutral,
Climate Adapted
Borough

This is an over-arching policy
that ties together the more
detailed policies in the Plan to
show how they would (when
viewed together) meet the
council’s Climate Emergency
and Ecological Emergency
declarations.

SS2

Regeneration

The preferred approach
involves retaining the essence
of the current policy in terms of
providing support for
regeneration, while also
requiring extensive community
engagement in any such
proposals. The preferred
option also highlights the
potential of refurbishment as
well as redevelopment and the
supporting text takes the

February 2022
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Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
An alternative approach
would have been not to have
included this policy in the
Plan. However, this would
have missed an opportunity
to demonstrate the
importance of addressing
climate change through new
development.

The existing policy wording,
which involves specifying
particular locations within
Basingstoke where
regeneration would be
targeted has not been
retained as it is based on a
strategy document which is
now out-of-date and has not
been replaced with an
equivalent version.

Implications for the Assessment
The Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 (as amended)
sets a legal requirement for Plans
to include policies ‘designed to
secure that the development and
use of land…[and] contribute to the
mitigation of, and adaption to,
climate change’. Policy CC1 is
important in setting out the Local
Plan’s role in addressing the duty
and whilst alternative approaches
could be explored, e.g. addressing
the duty through other policies it is
not considered necessary for the
SA to explore such options or
assess their effects as the content
of the Local Plan, in overall policy
terms, would not necessarily be
different.
Given that the strategy document
referred to in the ALP is out of
date, retaining the existing wording
would not constitute a reasonable
alternative and does not therefore
need to be assessed.
The option of including specific
design criteria in the policy is noted
but this is not considered to require
assessment. It is noted that
design related guidance is included
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
opportunity to incorporate
some design related guidance
building on the experience of
similar proposals.

SS6

New Housing in the
Countryside

The policy sets out
circumstances when new
residential development would
be permitted in the
countryside.
The policy has been retained
in a broadly similar form to the
adopted Local Plan, with an
additional criterion to permit
infill dwellings in previously
built-up frontages.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
An option of including
specific design criteria was
considered but this was not
considered necessary as the
proposed design policies for
the LPU generally are
extensive, and were
considered to provide all the
policy requirements which
were necessary. However, as
a compromise, the
supporting text does set out
some design related
guidance regarding
regeneration schemes.
Whilst it would have been
possible to have continued
with the ALP policy, this
would have missed the
opportunity to tighten the
policy’s sub-criteria to reflect
changes to national policy,
lessons learned from appeal
decisions, and to also
provide greater clarity in
some parts of the policy.
These minor updates could
have been made without
adding the new criterion
permitting infill development
in continuously built up
frontages. However, this
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Implications for the Assessment
in the supporting text and other
design policies in the LPU.

The alternative approaches
considered are noted but it is not
considered necessary for the SA to
assess options based around
these approaches.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

SS8

Basing View

February 2022
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Preferred Policy Option

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
would have missed an
opportunity to provide
additional flexibility to enable
sustainable development in
suitable rural locations.
The preferred approach seeks The option of retaining the
to retain certain essential
current policy exactly as it is
features of the existing policy,
currently stands was not
such as the emphasis on office considered appropriate as it
use, supported by some
is based on a masterplan
complementary uses, and
which is out of date.
retains the 300 residential
units. However, the more
Another option might have
spatially specific elements
been to use the more recent,
have had to be removed as
2018 masterplan. However,
they relate to an out-of-date
subsequent developments
masterplan.
(such as the conversion of
Normandy House) have
already had an impact on the
extent to which that could be
fully implemented, and so it
was not considered
appropriate to embed that in
the policy. Ultimately, it was
considered that a more
flexible approach is the most
suitable response to the
current situation.

Implications for the Assessment

Given that the policy in the ALP is
based on an out of date
masterplan and the 2018
masterplan is also out of date
neither of these options is
considered to be a reasonable
alternative for the purposes of this
assessment.
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Policy
Reference
SS10

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Chineham Railway
Station

The existing policy retained to
assist with:
• promoting sustainable
transport;
• improving accessibility;
• helping to reduce
congestion upon the
A33;
• encouraging economic
growth (e.g. within the
nearby business parks,
etc.);
• addressing the climate
change emergency;
• securing future funding
opportunities,
whilst recognising the lack of a
suitable and deliverable
alternative site.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
An alternative approach
would have been not to carry
forward this policy with the
LPU.
However, this would have
been contrary to the joint
HCC and BDBC Basingstoke
Transport Strategy, which
supports the provision of
longer-term transport
infrastructure, such as new
railway stations, including
seeking to protect land that
would be required to deliver
these improvements, whilst
also acknowledging that rail
has an important role to play
for longer distance trips.
The ongoing Thames Valley
and North Hampshire
Transport and Connectivity
Study has also positively
recognised the high level
benefits of providing a new
Chineham Railway Station to
promote increased
sustainable travel and as an
alternative to private car use,
including in relation to those
accessing the nearby
business parks, and to help

February 2022
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Implications for the Assessment
Given the desire to deliver the
Basingstoke Transport Strategy a
‘do-nothing’ policy would not
represent a reasonable alternative.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
reduce congestion upon the
A33 corridor, etc.

Implications for the Assessment

CN1

Affordable Housing

This updates the current policy
and identifies the overall
amount, type and tenure split
of affordable housing in line
with current evidence of need.
It also reflects the new national
requirement for First Homes.

Alternative tenure mixes and
affordable products were
considered but it was
considered that these would
not meet identified needs.

If alternative tenure mixes and
affordable products would not meet
identified needs it can be
concluded that these are not
reasonable alternatives for the
purposes of this assessment.

Although a higher site size
threshold for affordable
The policy also requires all
housing could have been set
new residential development in in the AONB, this would have
the AONB to provide
missed out on the opportunity
affordable housing (or a
to maximise affordable
commensurate financial
housing delivery in a part of
contribution).
February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Similarly a higher site size
threshold for affordable housing in
the AONB would impact on the
delivery of affordable housing and
it can be concluded that this is not
a reasonable alternative for the
purposes of this assessment.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

CN2

Rural Exception Sites
and First Homes
Exception Sites

The preferred approach
carries forward the existing
policy on rural exception sites
(RES) and adds requirements
relating to First Homes
Exception Sites (FHES),
reflecting the changes to the
Planning Practice Guidance
(PPG) in May 2021 and the
accompanying Written
Ministerial Statement (WMS).
In particular, the policy seeks
to clarify the national
requirement that FHESs
should be on sites that are
‘proportionate in size to the
existing settlement’, by
defining this with reference to
the form of the settlement, the
established pattern of
development and the
sensitivity of the landscape
and heritage assets. Some
size guidelines were provided
in the supporting text.

February 2022
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Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
the borough where house
prices are very high.
In relation to RES, the policy
could have been modified to
include some of the detailed
requirements that are
currently included in the
Housing SPD. Options
included requiring a
sequential assessment of
possible sites, and directing
developers to provide
particular types of market
housing (where a proportion
of market housing was
accepted for viability
reasons). On balance, it was
considered most appropriate
to include this level of detail
in the supporting text.
The criteria on FHESs
broadly reflected those in
national policy, however a
key decision was how to
define ‘proportionate in size
to the existing settlement’.
The policy could have set a
% increase or a maximum
number of dwellings,
however this was considered
to be too blunt an approach
given the varied

Implications for the Assessment

The commentary provides a helpful
explanation of how the policy has
been reviewed and the alternative
approaches considered. It is not
considered necessary to assess
the alternatives considered.
For the purposes of the
assessment, there is little
distinction between whether or not
the detailed requirements referred
to are included in the policy or
supporting text.
Similarly the alternative based on
‘proportionate size…’ or % change
is also unlikely to be significant in
terms of the assessment. It is
however agreed that the latter
approach could represent a blunt
tool.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

CN3

Housing Mix for Market
Housing

The proposed approach
retains a criteria-based policy
to determine the mix of homes
by size and type on a site-bysite basis whilst including
detail on current needs in the
supporting text.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
characteristics of the
borough’s rural settlements.
The policy could have
retained the current criterialed approach without
identifying specific needs
(I&Os, Option A). However,
this would have missed the
opportunity to provide clarity
about what the borough’s
needs currently are and to
steer future development.
Alternatively, specific housing
mix requirements could have
been included in the policy
(I&Os, Option B). However
even as a starting point for
negotiations, this could be
too inflexible given the range
of sites (with different sizes
and characters) likely to
come forward, and the
possibility that
needs/demands may change
over the Local Plan period.
A third option would be to
have no policy at all and to
let the market decide.
However, this was not
considered appropriate as it
would not have delivered
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Implications for the Assessment

The commentary provides a helpful
explanation of how the policy has
been reviewed and the alternative
approaches considered. It is not
considered necessary to assess
the alternatives considered.
Options A and B are around the
structure and content of the policy
and as such the outcome for the
purposes of assessment is unlikely
to be significantly different between
the three approaches.
Option C is essentially a ‘donothing’ approach. Given the
emphasis that the NPPF places on
the need for Local Plans to
demonstrate how they will meet
housing needs (NPPF60, 61, 62),
this is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
balanced and sustainable
communities.

Implications for the Assessment

CN4

Specialist
accommodation for
older people and those
with specialised needs

This is an enabling policy to
allow specialist
accommodation to be
delivered on windfall sites
within, and exceptionally
outside, SPBs (Settlement
Policy Boundaries).
Development outside SPBs
was limited to uses falling
predominantly or entirely
within Use Class C2 as well as
affordable accommodation.

One option would have been
to not have included an
enabling policy but to have
met needs entirely through
allocations – both on standalone sites and as part of
major residential-led
developments. However, this
was not considered
appropriate due to the high
level of need, which would
have required a large number
of sites. It was also noted
that no suitable stand-alone
sites had been promoted.

The commentary provides a helpful
explanation of how the policy has
been reviewed and the alternative
approaches considered. It is not
considered necessary to assess
the alternatives considered.

This policy sits alongside the
delivery of specialist
accommodation on the largest
site allocations.

February 2022
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The council also considered
allowing specialist
accommodation in Use Class
C3 outside SPBs. However,
that there were no special
circumstances that would
justify supporting Use Class
C3 accommodation, as they
were a type of market
housing, and frequently
viable enough to be located
within SPBs.

Given the Council’s comments in
relation to the provision specialist
accommodation and the
importance of an enabling policy to
ensure delivery, it is concluded that
relying on sites to deliver such
accommodation would not be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.
Given the Council’s comments in
relation to the provision of housing
in Use Class C3 outside of SPBs it
is concluded that the provision of
such accommodation outside of
SPBs need not be treated as a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.

F9

© Wood Group UK Limited

Policy
Reference
NP3

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Custom Build and SelfBuild Housing

There are two policies relating
to custom and self-build
(CSB). The first requires 5%
plots for CSB on sites
exceeding 500 dwellings. The
second supports single plot
rural exception sites, to allow
local people to build affordable
homes adjacent to rural
settlements.
In addition to these, the
delivery of CSB plots is
encouraged through the
neighbourhood planning
policy.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
The council could chose to
not include a specific
requirement for CSB plots on
major sites, however this
would be likely reduce supply
and present a risk that the
council would not meet its
legal duty under the ‘Right to
Build’, or meet local needs as
required by NPPF para 62.
Alternatively, the plan could
identify a different %
requirement and/or size
threshold. However, the
council’s analysis of supply
and demand indicates that
the proposed balance is
appropriate, particularly in
light of the flexibilities
included in the policy.
The plan could not include
the policy on single plot rural
exception sites, however this
would miss an opportunity to
respond to needs identified
through the Issues and
Options consultation.
Alternatively, the policy could
be changed to allow market
housing to be delivered as
well as affordable housing,

February 2022
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Implications for the Assessment
The commentary provides a helpful
explanation of how the policy has
been reviewed and the alternative
approaches considered. It is not
considered necessary to assess
the alternatives considered.
As noted in column 4, not including
a specific requirement for CSB
plots on major sites could present
a risk that the Council would not
meet its legal duty or meet local
needs as required by NPPF. This
is not therefore considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.
As noted in column 4, the
percentage requirement for CSB
on sites exceeding 500 dwellings
reflects the local evidence base.
Options based on a lower or higher
percentage are not therefore
considered to be reasonable
alternatives for the purposes of the
assessment.
The do-nothing approach in terms
of single plot rural exception sites
is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment. As
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Policy
Reference

NP4

Policy Title

Accessible and
Adaptable Dwellings

Preferred Policy Option

The policy requires 20% of
market homes to meet
advanced accessibility
standards in line with current
needs, with a more onerous
requirement for 50% of the
affordable homes to meet this
standard.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
but this would go against the
exceptional nature of the
policy and potentially
encourage speculative
development that could harm
the rural character of the
settlements.

The plan could not include a
requirement for accessible
and adaptable homes,
however this would miss an
opportunity to future-proof
the housing stock to help
meet the needs of the ageing
population.
An option would be to require
this all homes to be built to
advanced accessibility
standards, however there
were concerns that this
approach would limit the
design and choice of new
homes. Although it was
recognised that there were
benefits to future-proofing the
wider housing stock, it was
also noted that this
requirement would not be
directly related to the level of
identified need.

February 2022
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Implications for the Assessment
the Council notes this could mean
that identified needs were not met.
Having rural exception sites that
include affordable housing and
market led CSB plots could
encourage speculative
development and is not considered
to be a reasonable alternative for
the purposes of the assessment.
The ‘do-nothing’ approach would
mean that the Local Plan did not
meet identified needs and is not
considered to be a reasonable
alternative for the purposes of the
assessment.
Requiring all homes to be built to
advanced accessibility standards is
also not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment, given
that it is not related to the level of
identified need and an Inspector
would be unlikely to find such an
approach to be justified.
The preferred approach is
evidence based and reflects the
likely greater need for affordable
homes to include advanced
accessibility standards.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives

Implications for the Assessment

CN5

Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People

The policy retains certain
essential characteristics of the
current policy in terms of the
overall approach in terms of
focusing on strategic housing
allocations in terms of meeting
needs. It also retains a criteria
based element for nonallocated sites.

Retaining the current policy
largely in it’s current form is
an option, with some minor
updating. However, it is
considered that this would
not take the opportunity to
address the important issues
which have been tackled in
the preferred approach.
Moreover, it is considered
that a more extensive and
sophisticated approach is
necessary in light of the
increasing need level and the
difficulties which have been
encountered in trying to
achieve a 5 year supply of
pitches.

It is not considered necessary for
the assessment to treat the
‘business as usual’ approach of
retaining the existing policy as a
reasonable alternative because as
stated in column 2 this would not
take the opportunity to address the
important issues which have been
tackled in the preferred approach.

Some additional elements
have been introduced in order
to make the policy more
sophisticated in terms of
providing criteria for where
pitches can be switched from
allocations to alternative sites
and in order to make provision
for pitches when large
speculative housing sites
come forward for
development.
There has also been minor
redrafting in order to ensure
that the wording of the policy is
as aligned as possible with
Planning Policy for Traveller
sites.
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The Council is taking the
opportunity to update the existing
policy, ensuring that it reflects the
local situation and national policy.
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Policy
Reference
CN6

CN7

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Infrastructure

This policy has been
strengthening to:
• take a more proactive
approach towards
infrastructure provision;
• work proactively with
infrastructure
providers;
• enable the delivery of
new and improved
infrastructure, to meet
the needs of new and
existing communities;
• seek for developers
and landowners to
work constructively
with the council,
infrastructure providers
and existing
communities
throughout the
planning process to
ensure that the right
infrastructure is
provided at the right
location and time, etc.

Essential Facilities and
Services (now New and
Improved Facilities)

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

A new approach has been
adopted to this policy and
CN8. This involves replacing
the existing split between the
two policies with a split based
on protecting existing facilities

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
An alternative approach
would have been not to
update this this policy in the
Plan. However, this would
not meet with Member
expectations who have
indicated a strong preference
for this policy to be updated
to enable a more proactive
approach to infrastructure
planning and delivery.

Implications for the Assessment

Whilst there have not been
any significant changes to
national policy which would
require a new policy
approach, consultation with
Development Management

It is not considered necessary for
the assessment to treat the
‘business as usual’ approach of
retaining the existing policy as a
reasonable alternative. The
commentary in columns 1 and 2

It is not considered necessary for
the assessment to treat the
‘business as usual’ approach of
retaining the existing policy as a
reasonable alternative.
The timely delivery of infrastructure
is a key concern of those
communities affected by new
development and occupants.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
and ensuring the effective
provision of new ones.
This approach is predicated on
providing clearer and more
extensive protection for
existing facilities and services
of all types, while setting out
more sophisticated
requirements in relation to how
new facilities needs to be
provided.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
has revealed that there is the
potential to improve the
clarity of the existing
requirements. In addition,
there has always been some
overlap with policy CN7, CN8
and policy CN4 all of which
have different criteria.
Consequently, it was felt that
retaining the policies as
currently drafted would fail to
take the opportunity available
to address these issues.
The option of combining CN7
and CN8 was considered in
order to just have one policy.
However, this either resulted
in a very large policy, or
meant that it wasn’t possible
to properly address the
issues relating to new and
existing facilities, and hence
two policies, split between
new and existing was felt to
be the best compromise and
allowed for the most focused
approach in relation to the
problems which have been
encountered in relation to
these policy areas.

February 2022
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Implications for the Assessment
sets out the reasons for the
updates.
The option of combining policies
does not need to be treated as a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment. The
outcome would be similar in
assessment terms, given that the
policies would contain the same
provisions. The benefit of having
two policies in the LPU to provide
greater clarity in development
management terms is clearly
identified in columns 1 and 2.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

CN8

Community, Leisure and
Cultural Facilities (now
Protecting existing
community facilities).

A new approach has been
adopted to this policy and
CN8. This involves replacing
the existing split between the
two policies with a split based
on protecting existing facilities
and ensuring the effective
provision of new ones.
This approach is predicated on
providing clearer and more
extensive protection for
existing facilities and services
of all types, while setting out
more sophisticated
requirements in relation to how
new facilities needs to be
provided.

February 2022
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Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
The Leisure and Recreational
Needs Assessment (LRNA)
which is due to be completed
soon will provide standards
for community buildings
among other relevant
supporting evidence. This
supports the more
sophisticated approach to the
provision of new facilities as
set out in the preferred
approach.
Whilst there have not been
any significant changes to
national policy which would
require a new policy
approach, consultation with
Development Management
has revealed that there is the
potential to improve the
clarity of the existing
requirements. In addition,
there has always been some
overlap with policy CN7, CN8
and policy CN4 all of which
have different criteria.
Consequently, it was felt that
retaining the policies as
currently drafted would fail to
take the opportunity available
to address these issues.

Implications for the Assessment

See commentary above.
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Policy
Reference

CN9

Policy Title

Transport

February 2022
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Preferred Policy Option

The updating of this policy is
required to address the:
• NPPF (Chapter 9 Promoting sustainable
transport, etc., Jul. 21);

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
The option of combining CN7
and CN8 was considered in
order to just have one policy.
However, this either resulted
in a very large policy, or
meant that it wasn’t possible
to properly address the
issues relating to new and
existing facilities, and hence
two policies, split between
new and existing was felt to
be the best compromise and
allowed for the most focused
approach in relation to the
problems which have been
encountered in relation to
these policy areas.
The LRNA which is due to be
completed soon will provide
standards for community
buildings among other
relevant supporting evidence.
This supports the more
sophisticated approach to the
provision of new facilities as
set out in the preferred
approach.
An alternative approach
would have been not to
update this this policy in the
Plan. However, it is likely
that this approach would not

Implications for the Assessment

Given the comments in column 1
and 2, the ‘business as usual’
option of retaining the existing
policy is not considered to be a
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
•

•

•
•

•
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Basingstoke Transport
Strategy that also
seeks a balanced
approach to cater for
public transport,
walking and cycling in
addition to general
traffic;
HCC’s emerging new
Local Transport Plan
(LTP4) that is likely to
have focus on reducing
dependency on the
private car;
BDBC’s Climate
Emergency
declaration;
Industry wide shift
away from the former
‘Predict and Provide’
approach to transport
planning, etc.;
Initial progress with the
LPU Transport
Assessment, other
ongoing transport
studies and associated
activities, initial outputs
from HCC’s new
strategic transport
model; and

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
be found sound, together
with giving rise to significant
objections by the transport
authorities, providers and
operators, etc., (including the
highway authorities, etc.).
The updating of this policy is
also necessary to support the
continued implementation of
the Basingstoke Transport
Strategy, etc., including
opportunities to secure
appropriate improvements to
the borough’s transport
networks (e.g. high-quality
network of bus routes (MRT))
, whilst also taking into
account the council’s
declared Climate Emergency,
etc.

Implications for the Assessment
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
•

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives

Implications for the Assessment

Further discussions
with the highway
authorities and other
transport provides and
operators.

All of which requires the
updating of the existing policy
to accord with current national
policy, guidance and industry
best practice.
EM1

Landscape

February 2022
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Policy sets out the landscape
protection framework for the
borough and seeks to protect
the character and visual
amenity of the boroughs
landscape by setting out
relevant considerations to
ensure proposals respect,
enhance and would not be
detrimental to the character
and visual amenity of the
landscape likely to be affected.
Also requires development
proposals in the AONB or its
setting be determined in
accordance with national
planning policy and criteria set
out in the North Wessex
Downs AONB Management
Plan.

•

As all landscapes
have some degree of
value, and the bestdesigned
developments are
those that respond to
the character and
qualities inherent in
the local landscape
local landscape
designations not
required.

Whilst national planning
policy now makes provision
for identification and
protection of locally defined
valued landscapes it offers
no guidance on how to
identify landscapes where
local designation would be

The policy has been updated to
reference relevant SPDs,
strengthen monitoring and
reference valued landscapes. The
latter is subject to updated of the
evidence base. At this stage no
reasonable alternatives for the
purposes of the assessment have
been identified.
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Policy
Reference

EM2

Policy Title

Strategic Gaps

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Preferred Policy Option
Identifies Valued Landscapes
where development will only
be permitted where it protects
and enhances features that
contribute to the character,
quality and interpretation of
these landscapes. *Approach
to valued landscapes still to be
determined
Policy seeks to prevent the
coalescence of settlements to
maintain their separate identify
and identifies a number of
strategic gaps which have
been defined in locations
where towns and villages are
located relatively close to one
another. Development will only
be permitted within designated
gaps where it would not
diminish the physical and/or
visual separation of the gap or
compromise the integrity of the
gap either individually or
cumulatively.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
appropriate. It is therefore be
necessary to prepare a
robust evidence base to
determine the council’s
approach.
*Evidence still to be
commissioned
•

Delete policy as not
supported by national
policy and it would
prevent the
development of
otherwise sustainable
and deliverable
housing

Whilst National Policy does
not contain any specific
reference to the protection of
existing settlement pattern or
the designation of strategic
gaps, the approach is
considered to be in
accordance with the NPPF
which allows for the creation
of distinctive plans which
reflect needs and priorities of
local communities.
Furthermore, previous
consultation exercises
demonstrate that many

Implications for the Assessment

Given that an objective of the Local
Plan is to prevent coalescence of
settlements to maintain their
separate identity and maintain
strategic gaps it is concluded that
the ‘do-nothing’ approach of not
including a policy in the Local Plan
is not a reasonable alternative for
the purposes of the assessment.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
communities consider
maintaining separation
between these settlements to
remain an important issue.
These concerns have been
expressed consistently over
many years.
•

EM3

Thames Basin Heaths
Special Protection Area

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Policy requires mitigation for
development that would have
a significant effect on the
Thames Basin Heaths Special
Protection Area. The policy
sets criteria for relevant
mitigation in line with the

Implications for the Assessment

Designate gaps in
alternative locations
or define gap
boundaries differently

Policy supported by Strategic
Gap Review which assesses
the function and boundaries
of the Adopted Local Plan
strategic gaps along with the
need for any additional gaps
to help steer an appropriate
development strategy for the
borough while retaining
sufficient land to prevent
settlement coalescence.
*Evidence base still being
finalised
No alternatives have been
proposed as the policy has
been operating effectively
and the national and strategic
framework remain
unchanged.

See column 2.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

NP5

Solent Protected Nature
Conservation Sites

NP6

River Loddon

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Preferred Policy Option
Thames Basin Heaths Delivery
Framework. This includes
provision or contributions
towards Suitable Alternative
Natural Green Space
(SANGS) and Strategic
Access Management and
Monitoring (SAMM), or
bespoke mitigation.
Policy protects the designated
nature conservation sites in
the Solent by requiring all new
overnight accommodation to
demonstrate nutrient neutrality
through the submission of a
nutrient budget and
implementation of appropriate
mitigation.

Policy requires development to
respect and enhance the
special qualities of the River
Loddon in terms of its
landscape quality and water
environment including
associated habitats. This
includes aiding the natural

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives

Implications for the Assessment

Whilst the biodiversity policy
(current EM4) and the
Habitats Regulations ensure
protection of the Solent
nature conservation sites, in
order to demonstrate how
this requirement will be
implemented locally to
ensure the continued delivery
of residential development
and other overnight
accommodation in this area,
it is considered necessary to
have a specific policy
approach set out in the Local
Plan Update.
Whilst particular features of
the river Loddon would be
protected by other policies in
the Local Plan, in particular,
EM1 (Landscape), EM2
(Strategic Gaps), EM4
(Biodiversity, Geodiversity
and Nature Conservation),

The ‘do-nothing’ (no policy) option
is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative. Following
the receipt of advice from Natural
England (NE) in October 2019, the
Council has not issued decisions
for new residential development or
overnight accommodation in the
River Test and Itchen catchment
area (which ultimately discharges
into the Solent) unless they can be
shown to be nutrient neutral. This
policy ensures that this
requirement is reflected in the
Local Plan.
The ‘do-nothing’ (no policy) option
is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative. The policy
is needed to address the specific
issues affecting the River Loddon.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
functioning of the river,
providing adequate natural
buffers to protect biodiversity
and against polluting runoff,
improving public access where
appropriate, and enhance the
river’s wildlife interest and its
ecological connectivity.

EM4

Biodiversity,
Geodiversity and Nature
Conservation

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Policy provides an integrated
framework for conserving and
enhancing the borough’s
existing biodiversity and
geodiversity assets including
the protection of designated
sites, key species and key
habitats whilst enabling
opportunities to enhance
assets including achieving a
minimum 10% net gain in
biodiversity. The policy
suggests how and where this
could be implemented.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
EM5 (Green Infrastructure),
EM6 (Water quality), EM7
(Managing Flood Risk), SS4
(Ensuring a supply of
deliverable sites), and policy
SS3.9 (East of Basingstoke),
this policy has been
developed in response to
consultation, with requests
for a specific policy for the
River Loddon to recognise
the special quality of the
River Loddon and the
potential impact of
development pressures.
There was a mixed response
to the suggestion of seeking
more than 10% biodiversity
net gain in the Issues and
Options consultation, with
some promoting a higher
figure and others raising
concerns about deliverability.
On reflection, given the
introduction of the policy (as
interim) is relatively new and
its impacts uncertain, it was
considered that the impacts
of this policy should be
monitored prior to seeking
higher standards. Other
suggestions regarding on/offsite provision have been

Implications for the Assessment

The ‘do-nothing’ (no policy) option
is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative. The policy
is needed to reflect changes in
policy at the national level relating
to biodiversity net gain.
An option based on a higher
requirement than a minimum of
10% is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative, given the
context set by the Environment
Act. The target in the policy (and
the Act) is a minimum and there
may be opportunities to exceed
this but they will be site specific.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

EM5

Green Infrastructure

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Preferred Policy Option

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
included in the policy, along
with reference to wildlife
networks and local nature
recovery networks. Some
specific suggestions, such as
reference to water quality,
have not been included
within the policy as they are
covered by other policies
(although the policy does
reference catchment
management plans and the
River Loddon and Test).
Policy protects existing green
No significant policy
infrastructure and enhances it
alternatives have been
through provision within a
promoted and the policy is
development site in
therefore to be carried
accordance with adopted
forward with refinements,
green space standards. The
particularly in light of national
policy sets out the only
policy updates, the council’s
occasions when
Climate Change Strategy and
redevelopment of green
Action Plan, the declared
spaces will be permitted. Major Ecological Emergency, and
development is required to be
Landscape, Biodiversity and
of a high standard in
Trees SPD. Consideration
accordance with recognisable
has been given as to the
standards.
encouragement/requirement
for development to meet
higher quality standards – in
light of the councils
ecological emergency and
NE’s launch of the
consultation National

Implications for the Assessment

See column 2.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

NP7

Local Green Spaces

Policy designates Local Green
Spaces and provides
protection of these, and Local
Green Spaces designated
through Neighbourhood Plans,
from development other than
in the exceptional
circumstances set out in the
policy.

EM6

Water Quality

EM7

Managing Flood Risk

Policy seeks to protect,
manage and improve the
water quality in the borough. It
also works with the policy on
the delivery of sites to prevent
further development should
monitoring indicate a
deterioration in band status.
The policy also seeks to
ensure timely provision of
associated infrastructure.
Policy sets out how flood risk
will be managed through
application of the sequential
test, taking into account all

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
Standards for GI Framework,
it is considered that this is
appropriate for major
developments (this may be
reinforced through site
allocations).
This policy approach could
have been included in the
policy on Green
Infrastructure (EM5) but it
was considered that their
consolidation would lead to
an extensive and unwieldy
policy and it was appropriate
for this to be a standalone
policy given the specific
nature of the assessment
and designation.
The policy context and
evidence base (albeit draft at
this stage) do not justify any
changes to the policy, and
consultation response and
engagement with
stakeholders have indicated
support for
protection/enhancement of
the water quality of the
borough’s water bodies.
The principle of the policy to
manage flood risk remains
unchanged and the revised
policy accords with updates

Implications for the Assessment

No reasonable alternatives
identified for the purposes of the
assessment. The option of
combining the policy with other
existing polices would mean that
the same provisions would apply,
however the benefits of a standalone policy are outlined in column
2.

No reasonable alternatives
identified for the purposes of the
assessment. Given the nature of
the policy it is considered that the
‘do-nothing’ (no policy) option is
not a reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.

No reasonable alternatives
identified for the purposes of the
assessment.
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Policy
Reference

NP8

Policy Title

Energy Requirements

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Preferred Policy Option

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
sources of flooding. The policy to national policy in respect
sets out the requirements for
of considering all sources of
development proposed in an
flooding and encouraging
area at risk of flooding and the natural flood management
triggers for a FRA. The policy
and SUDs. The latest SFRA
supports sustainable drainage provided a review of the
systems and the delivery of
policy with suggestions
necessary infrastructure.
incorporated in the
amendments.
The policy requires all new
The council could choose to
development to follow the
not include a policy setting
energy hierarchy and to
energy standards, and to
minimise whole lifecycle
leave the energy
energy use (both operational
performance of new buildings
and embodied energy). It
to national Building
requires new homes to have a Regulations or require an
net zero energy balance on
uplift in energy standards
site, or if this is not possible
above Building Regulations.
through payment into an offset However, these approaches
fund. It also sets an energy
would miss an opportunity to
efficiency standard for new
deliver buildings of the
homes to encourage a fabric
highest performance
first approach.
standard and would not
support, and could possibly
Non-residential development is hinder, the council in meeting
required to demonstrate they
its Climate Emergency
have followed the energy
declaration.
hierarchy and maximised the
provision of on-site renewable The policy could also require
energy.
net zero but not specify how
it should be achieved (i.e. not
include an energy efficiency
standard). However, it is

Implications for the Assessment
Given the nature of the policy it is
considered that the ‘do-nothing’
(no policy) option is not a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.

Leaving the energy performance of
new buildings to the national
Building Regulations would be a
reasonable alternative and has
therefore been assessed.
The summary at column 4 notes
that requiring non-residential
buildings to reach net zero could
impact on viability and for this
reason it is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.

F25

© Wood Group UK Limited

Policy
Reference

NP9

Policy Title

Sustainable Design,
Construction and
Adaption

Preferred Policy Option

The policy introduces
requirements for
developments over a certain
threshold to submit a
statement explaining how they
have considered development
mitigation and adaptation on
climate change.
It also includes BREEAM
excellent certification for
developments over a specific
threshold.

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
considered that an energy
efficiency standard is
necessary to ensure
buildings are built to the
highest level of fabric
efficiency which has a
number of benefits including
reducing fuel poverty.
The plan could require nonresidential buildings to also
reach net zero. However, the
Climate Change Study
demonstrates that this is very
difficult to achieve on site and
is likely to require a high
offset payment. This is likely
to impact upon viability.
This is a new policy and
there was a positive
response to the questions
which were included relating
to mitigation and adaptation
to climate change, as well as
implementing BREEAM
standards (although no policy
option was provided in the
Issues and Options
consultation).
The borough continues to be
a water stressed area and
the need to retain policies

Implications for the Assessment

The Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 (as amended)
therefore sets a legal requirement
for Plans to include policies
‘designed to secure that the
development and use of
land…[and] contribute to the
mitigation of, and adaption to,
climate change’. The policy will
help to meet this requirement. The
‘do nothing’ (no policy option) is
not considered to be a reasonable
alternative for the purposes of the
assessment.

F26

© Wood Group UK Limited

Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
It also incorporates the water
standards which are currently
in Policy EM9 of the current
Local Plan within the policy.

NP10

Renewable and Low
Carbon Energy
Generation

The Council have proposed to
include a positively-worded
criteria-based policy that
recognises the contribution of
renewable energy to reaching
net zero carbon that includes
criteria against which to
assess specific proposals.
These could be used by
neighbourhood planning
groups as a starting point for
more detailed work to identify
suitable areas for solar or wind
development in their parishes.
The policy brings forward the
existing LP policy (Policy EM8)
which supports renewable
infrastructure (excluding wind
turbines). It also incorporates a
new community infrastructure
aspect to enable
neighbourhood plans to also
identify energy opportunities
and support community-led
schemes.

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
relating to sustainable water
use is recognised and has
been integrated within this
policy to ensure the plan is
concise and to avoid
unnecessary confusion.
A criteria based policy is the
Council’s preferred approach
because concerns about the
feasibility of identifying
suitable areas in the Local
Plan and the potential for the
high-level identification of
suitable areas to create an
unduly favourable policy
framework for proposals that
may have localised negative
effects.

Implications for the Assessment

The option of ‘business as usual’
(retaining the policy as worded in
the ALP) is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative. The
amended policy includes a
reference to neighbourhood plans,
acknowledging the role of such
documents in identifying sites.
The identification of suitable areas
in the Local Plan is considered to
be a reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment. It
has therefore been assessed,
however it is noted that this would
require additional work in relation
to the evidence base, including
identification and consideration of
valued landscapes.
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Policy
Reference
NP11

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Overarching Design
Principles

The preferred approach in
involves taking the essential
requirements of the current
policy EM10 and splitting that
up to comprise 3 new policies.
The particular policy sets out
overarching design principles
to guide the design process
generally, with the more
specific site design and
building design policies
providing more detailed
requirements.

NP12

Site Design

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

The policy accentuates the
importance of issues such as
beauty, sustainable
development and emphasising
natural features within the built
environment.
This policy expands on the
overarching requirements
policy by setting out more
detailed criteria for ensuring
that the overarching principles
are reflected in the site design
process, essentially the layout
and overall design of new
development sites.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
The alternative would have
been to retain and
supplement EM10. However,
it was felt that this is already
quire a large policy and to
introduce additional elements
would have been problematic
in terms of excessive scope
and complexity.

Implications for the Assessment

The alternative would have
been to retain and
supplement EM10. However,
it was felt that this is already
quire a large policy and to
introduce additional elements
would have been problematic
in terms of excessive scope
and complexity. The option of
a specific policy addressing
this issue as opposed to
relying on the more sprawling

Retaining and supplementing the
Policy in the ALP is not considered
to be a reasonable alternative for
the purposes of the assessment.
As noted in column 4 this would
have been problematic in terms of
the excessive scope and
complexity of a combined policy.

Retaining and supplementing the
Policy in the ALP is not considered
to be a reasonable alternative for
the purposes of the assessment.
As noted in column 4 this would
have been problematic in terms of
the excessive scope and
complexity of a combined policy.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

NP13

Building Design

This policy drills down to the
more detailed level of urban
design, namely individual
buildings. The policy sets out
specific requirements in
relation to design, but also
integral issues such as
materials and detailing, which
has been a particular problem
in the borough.

NP14

Internal Space
Standards for New
Dwellings

The policy adopts the
Nationally Described Space
Standards (NDSS).

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
EM10 allows for a more
focused and detailed
approach, which is
considered important for
ensuring that the council’s
aspirations for improved
design quality can be
achieved.
The alternative would have
been to retain and
supplement EM10. However,
it was felt that this is already
quire a large policy and to
introduce additional elements
would have been problematic
in terms of excessive scope
and complexity. The option of
a specific policy addressing
this issue as opposed to
relying on the more sprawling
EM10 allows for a more
focused and detailed
approach, which is
considered important for
ensuring that the council’s
aspirations for improved
design quality can be
achieved.
The only other option
available as per national
policy would have been to
not adopt the NDSS.
However, it has been a long-

Implications for the Assessment

Retaining and supplementing the
Policy in the ALP is not considered
to be a reasonable alternative for
the purposes of the assessment.
As noted in column 4 this would
have been problematic in terms of
the excessive scope and
complexity of a combined policy.

For the reasons set out in column
4 it is considered that the do
nothing option (no policy) would
not be a reasonable alternative
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Policy
Reference

NP15

Policy Title

Density of New
Residential
Development

Preferred Policy Option

The preferred policy option
proposes: high density
residential development within
selected parts of Basingstoke
town centre; and minimum
density standards for those
areas within a 15 minute
walking catchment of
Basingstoke Town Centre and
Brighton Hill and Chineham
District Centres.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
standing ambition of the
council to adopt the NDSS
and so that was not
considered to be an
appropriate option.
The policy could have
chosen to propose high
density residential
development in areas
additional to Basingstoke
town centre. This alternative
was not selected in order to
protect the established
character of other parts of the
borough.
The policy could have
chosen to not propose more
homes in Basingstoke town
centre. This alternative was
not selected given that the
town centre is a highly
sustainable location and that
residential development will
support the wider
transformation of the town
centre.
The policy could have
chosen to propose minimum
density standards in places
additional to the 15-minute
walking catchments of

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Implications for the Assessment
because it would not achieve the
Council’s objectives.

The business as usual option of
retaining the existing policy in the
ALP is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment
because revisions to the NPPF
require the Local Plan to include
guidance on minimum density
standards for city and town centres
and other locations that are well
served by public transport. The
Local Plan policy focusses on
density within Basingstoke town.
The option of not proposing more
homes in Basingstoke town centre
would mean that the Local Plan did
not support wider transformation of
the town centre and is therefore
not considered to be a reasonable
alternative for the purposes of the
assessment.
Minimum density standards in
places additional to the 15-minute
walking catchments of the
identified centres could impact on
the existing character of the
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Policy
Reference

EM11

EM12

Policy Title

The Historic
Environment

Pollution and Air Quality

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Preferred Policy Option

The preferred policy option
brings forward the existing
policy which seeks to preserve
and enhance the quality of the
boroughs heritage assets in a
manner appropriate to their
significance.

The preferred policy option
brings forward the existing
policy which allows
development which will not
result in pollution which is

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
Basingstoke Town Centre
and Brighton Hill and
Chineham District Centres.
This alternative was not
selected in order to protect
the established character of
other parts of the borough.
No policy alternatives have
been promoted. The policy is
considered to remain in line
with national and local policy
and that changes to the
principle of the policy are not
required. Some amendments
to policy wording have been
made to ensure consistent
with national policy, to ensure
clarity and align with the
Listed Buildings consent
regime.
For specific site allocations
where heritage assets have
been identified via the site
assessment work criterion
will be added to the site
allocation in question.
No significant policy
alternatives have been
promoted. The policy is
considered to remain in line
with national and local policy
and that changes to the

Implications for the Assessment
borough, which would be contrary
to the objectives of the Local Plan
and therefore need not be treated
as a reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.

The business as usual option of
retaining the existing policy in the
ALP is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment
because of the need for
amendments to ensure
consistency with national policy
and alignment with the Listed
Buildings consent regime.

Based on the comments in column
4 it is concluded that there are no
reasonable alternatives for the
purpose of the assessment.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
detrimental to quality of life or
poses unacceptable risks.

EP1

Economic Growth and
Investment

In many respects the policy
retains the essence of the
current policy, in that it sets
out the strategic priorities for
the local economy, but
updates the current policy,
specifically with reference to
the importance of clean growth
and updating the list of
prominent economic sectors
within the borough.
The flexible release policy for
logistics floorspace within the

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
principle of the policy are not
required. Some additional
wording has been added to
the supporting text in
recognition of new
supplementary planning
guidance created by
Environmental Health
Officers.

Implications for the Assessment

For specific site allocations
where pollution has been
identified via the site
assessment work criterion
will be added to the site
allocation in question to
ensure it is most relevant to
the type of pollution
identified.
The policy could have been
retained as it currently
stands, however, the lack of
reference to clean growth
would have been inconsistent
with the climate emergency
declaration. In addition, not
updating the sectors would
have been factually incorrect.

The business as usual option of
retaining the existing policy in the
ALP is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment
because it would not reflect the
Council’s objective of addressing
climate change and changes to the
use classes in 2020.

Removing the flexible release
policy in relation to logistics
sites is an option which was
seriously considered,

Removal of the flexible approach
to the provision of floorspace for
logistics is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
current policy is retained, but
made more generally
applicable and nuanced, so
that it can respond to a wider
range of economic drivers and
can be applied to a wider array
of situations.

EP2

Employment Land and
Premises (B use
Classes)

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

The preferred approach
rationalises the policy criteria,
and ensures greater protection
for employment premises.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
especially as the council will
be allocating specific land for
logistics in the Local Plan
Update, and the flexible
release element was
included in the current plan in
order to address the lack of
allocations in the current
Local Plan. However, it is
considered that the flexible
release policy is important in
order to ensure that the
council can meet its
requirement to support
economic growth, and take
opportunities which cannot
necessarily be planned for
specifically at this stage,
including issues such as the
growth of the regional
logistics sector. This is also
reflective of the tight nature
of the current market in
relation to employment
floorspace as identified in the
Economic Needs
Assessment.
Two other options were
considered. The first was
minimal updates and
amendments to drafting in
order to improve clarification,
but retaining the policy

Implications for the Assessment
purposes of the assessment
because removing the flexibility
would not be consistent with the
Council’s objective of meeting
growth in the sector.

The options outlined in column 4
would not alter the overall direction
of the policy which would be
assessed. Therefore it is
concluded that they are not
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
The preferred approach also
provides greater protection for
employment premises by
extending the marketing
requirement to 12 months
(compared with the current 6
months). It also requires
applicants to demonstrate that
the premises cannot be viably
redevelopment/refurbished for
employment uses. These
requirements seek to address
the findings within the ENA
concerning the increasing
scarcity of floorspace within
the borough and the lack of
redevelopment/refurbishment
which is taking place.

EP3

Town, District and Local
Centres

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

The policy retains existing
retail hierarchy and a bespoke
site-size threshold for requiring
retail impact assessments
(250sqm as opposed to the
national requirement of
2,500sqm).

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
largely as it is currently
drafted.
The other option was more
extensive re-drafting of the
policy in order to address
issues regarding the
implementation of the policy
which have been
encountered by Development
Management. This option
involves improving the clarity
of the policy requirements in
order to ensure effective and
consistent implementation of
the policy. These refinements
have been retained in the
preferred approach, but it
goes further in order to
incorporate additional
protection for existing
employment sites as well in
response to the issues
identified in the Economic
Needs Assessment.
The council could have
considered including
neighbourhood centres as a
further (lower) tier in the retail
hierarchy. However, the
council’s Retail and Main
Town Centre Uses Study
identified that these centres

Implications for the Assessment
reasonable alternatives for the
purpose of the assessment.

The analysis set out in column 4
highlights that identifying lower tier
centres in the hierarchy would not
be in compliance with the NPPF. It
is therefore concluded that this
need not be treated as a
reasonable alternative.

F34

© Wood Group UK Limited

Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
only had very localised
catchments and so would not
comply with the definition of a
‘town centre’ as set out in the
NPPF glossary (which
specifically excludes ‘small
parades of shops of purely
neighbourhood significance’).

Implications for the Assessment
A policy without the local impact
threshold would not be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment
because it would not contribute to
the Council’s desire to protect the
vitality and/or viability of the
borough’s centres.

The policy could also have
chosen not to have retained
(or to have changed) the
bespoke local impact
threshold. However, given
the state of the current retail
market and the vulnerability
of the borough’s centres, it
was considered appropriate
to retain control of the types
of proposals that could
undermine the vitality or
viability of the borough’s
centres.
EP4

Rural Economy

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

The preferred approach is to
make the policy more
supportive of the rural
economy, with fewer
restrictions regarding the sorts
of development which can
come forward. However, some
restrictions have been
incorporated with a view to

One option considered was
to retain the policy as
currently drafted and that
was seriously considered.
However, the view of officers
is that the current wording
could be considered to be
more restrictive than the
NPPF and hence it would be

The business as usual option of
retaining the existing policy in the
ALP is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment
because it would risk the policy
being unsound because of the
need to demonstrate compliance
with the revised NPPF.
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option
seeking to prevent
unnecessary new buildings, in
order to support sustainable
development and protect the
character of the countryside.
Furthermore, the impact
related safeguards have also
been retained. The policy also
brings in protection for existing
rural employment sites.

EP5

Rural Tourism

February 2022
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The preferred approach is very
similar to the current policy,
with minor amendments to
make the policy moderately
more supportive of rural
tourism.

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
more appropriate to bring the
policy more in line with
national policy.
The other option, following on
from the above, would have
been to amend the wording
to be much more similar to
the wording in the NPPF.
However, it was considered
that this would be an overly
simplistic and overly literal
approach to the issue, and
could undermine sustainable
development and the
character of the countryside.
Consequently, the preferred
approach is essentially a
compromise between the two
options set out above.
The option of leaving the
policy as it currently stands
was considered, however, it
was the view of officers that
some minor amendments
were needed in order to
ensure full compliance with
the NPPF, and in order to
reflect the outcome of the
Issues and Options
consultation which did
indicate that there was

Implications for the Assessment

Amending the wording of the policy
to parrot that in the NPPF would
run the risk of the policy not being
found sound as there is no need
for a Local Plan policy to simply
repeat the NPPF. This approach is
therefore not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment.

The business as usual option of
retaining the existing policy in the
ALP is not considered to be a
reasonable alternative for the
purposes of the assessment
because it would risk the policy
being unsound because of the
need to demonstrate compliance
with the revised NPPF. Similarly
the option of making the policy
more supportive of rural tourism is
not considered to be a reasonable
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Policy
Reference

Policy Title

Preferred Policy Option

Reasons for rejecting
alternatives
support for being more
positive towards rural
tourism.
The other option considered
was making the policy much
more supportive. However,
this was difficult to achieve in
an appropriate manner, as
the policy is already fairly
supportive and to make it
more so was considered
excessive and potentially
inconsistent with the NPPF
(which requires that rural
tourism be sustainable and
respect the character of the
countryside).
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Implications for the Assessment
alternative for the purposes of the
assessment because it might also
fall foul of the NPPF for the
reasons set out in column 4.

10

© Wood Group UK Limited

Appendix G Assessment of Options

February 2022
Doc Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

G1

© Wood Group UK Limited

Appendix G – Assessment of Options
NP8 Energy Requirements
• Option 1 - Require all new residential development to reach net zero carbon.
• Option 2 - Require an uplift in energy efficiency standards for new homes to approximately 20% above the Building Regulations.
• Option 3 - Continue with the current approach and require new development to meet the Building Regulations or future equivalent.
SA
Objective

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

SA1:
Housing for
all

SA2:
Healthy,
inclusive &
safe
communities

SA3:
Reduce
travel,
increase
sustainable
transport

0

0

0

++

+

0

0

0

0
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Commentary

Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Options 1 and 2 assessed on the basis that the additional costs associated with
achieving a net zero operational energy balance or an uplift of 20% on building
regulations will not impact on the delivery of new housing because the Local Plan
would be subjected to viability testing prior to submission/adoption.
Likely significant effects
Option 1 and 2 assessed on the basis that they would make a significant
contribution to helping to tackle fuel poverty for future residents and a significant
positive effect in relation to SA2 ‘Healthy communities’ is identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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SA
Objective
SA4:
Reduce
pollution

Option 1

?

Option 2

?

Option 3

0

SA5:
Minimise
resource
use

SA6:
Conserve
biodiversity

SA7:
Maintain
water
resources

Commentary

Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects

Options 1 and 2 seek to reduce energy use associated with new
developments and encourage improvements to existing buildings, a
significant positive contribution is identified in relation to SA5 ‘Resource use.’
++

++

+

0

0

0

0

0

0
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Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
From 2025, the Future Homes Standard will require new development to have
carbon dioxide emissions at least 75% lower than those built to current Building
Regulations standards. That improvement would happen anyway in the absence of
a Local Plan policy.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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SA
Objective
SA8:
Reduce
flooding

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

0

0

0

0

0

0

SA10:
Protect
heritage
assets

0

0

0

SA11:
Conserve
settlement
character

0

0

0

++

+

+

SA9: Protect
landscape
and
geodiversity

SA12:
Sustainable
economic
growth

Commentary

Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Option 1 encourages the use of sustainable design and construction measures
which could contribute to growth in the energy sector locally. A significant positive
effect is identified in relation to SSA12 ‘Economy.’ Options 2 and 3 do this to a
lesser degree.
Mitigation
None.

February 2022
Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

G4

© Wood Group UK Limited

SA
Objective

SA13:
Improved
education

SA14:
Ensure
access to
services and
facilities in
vibrant
communities

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

0

0

0

0

0

0

Commentary

Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.

Summary:
Likely significant effects
Option 1 and 2 assessed on the basis that they would make a significant contribution to helping to tackle fuel poverty for future residents and
a significant positive effect in relation to SA2 ‘Healthy communities’ is identified.
Options 1 and 2 seek to reduce energy use associated with new developments and encourage improvements to existing buildings, a
significant positive contribution is identified in relation to SA5 ‘Resource use.’
Option 1 encourages the use of sustainable design and construction measures which could contribute to growth in the energy sector locally.
A significant positive effect is identified in relation to SSA12 ‘Economy.’ Options 2 and 3 do this to a lesser degree.

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
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SA
Objective

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Commentary

SA1 ‘Housing’ Options 1 and 2 assessed on the basis that the additional costs associated with achieving a net zero operational energy
balance or an uplift of 20% on building regulations will not impact on the delivery of new housing because the Local Plan would be subjected
to viability testing prior to submission/adoption.
SA5 ‘Resources’ - From 2025, the Future Homes Standard will require new development to have carbon dioxide emissions at least 75%
lower than those built to current Building Regulations standards. That improvement would happen anyway in the absence of a Local Plan
policy.

NP10 Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Generation
•
•

Option 1: Identify suitable areas for renewable and low carbon energy sources and their supporting infrastructure in the Local Plan
Update.
Option 2: Encourage the allocation of specific renewable and low carbon energy sources or infrastructure through neighbourhood plans
and support community-led schemes.

SA Objective

Option 1

Option 2

SA1: Housing for all

0

SA2: Healthy, inclusive
& safe communities
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0

0

0

Commentary
Likely significant effects
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Assumed that both options would take into account potential effects on
existing and proposed housing so no effects in relation to SA1 ‘Housing.’
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
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SA Objective

SA3: Reduce travel,
increase sustainable
transport

Option 1

Option 2

0

0

+

+

+

+

?

+/?

SA4: Reduce pollution

SA5: Minimise resource
use

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity
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Commentary
Assumptions and uncertainties
Assume both options would take into account potential effects on
population and human health (SA2).
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Both options could contribute to reductions in pollution by reducing
reliance on non-renewable sources of energy but the scale of effects is
uncertain.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Both options could contribute to reductions in resource use by reducing
reliance on non-renewable sources of energy but the scale of effects is
uncertain.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Uncertainty in relation to Option 1 and how potential impacts on
biodiversity at the local level would be factored into the identification of
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SA Objective

Option 1

Option 2

SA7: Maintain water
resources
0

0

0

0

?

+/?

?

+/?

SA8: Reduce flooding

SA9: Protect landscape
and geodiversity

SA10: Protect heritage
assets
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Commentary
suitable areas. The identification of sites at the community level suggests
there is potential for a more sensitive approach but this would depend on
the approach taken.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Uncertainty in relation to Option 1 and how potential impacts on landscape
at the local level (including any valued landscape) would be factored into
the identification of suitable areas. The identification of sites at the
community level suggests there is potential for a more sensitive approach
but this would depend on the approach taken and sensitivity of the
landscape.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
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SA Objective

Option 1

Option 2

SA11: Conserve
settlement character

?

+/?

+/?

+/?

0

0

0

0

SA12: Sustainable
economic growth

SA13: Improved
education

SA14: Ensure access to
services and facilities in
vibrant communities
February 2022
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Commentary
Uncertainty in relation to Option 1 and how potential impacts on heritage
assets at the local level would be factored into the identification of suitable
areas. The identification of sites at the community level suggests there is
potential for a more sensitive approach but this would depend on the
approach taken and presence and sensitivity of any existing heritage
assets.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Uncertainty in relation to Option 1 and how potential impacts on heritage
assets at the local level would be factored into the identification of suitable
areas. The identification of sites at the community level suggests there is
potential for a more sensitive approach but this would depend on the
approach taken and sensitivity of existing settlement character.
Likely significant effects
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Both approaches could encourage economic growth in the renewables
sector but the scale of this is uncertain as the extent of development that
would arise under either approach is also uncertain.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
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SA Objective

Option 1

Option 2

Commentary
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.

Summary:
Likely significant effects
Both options could make positive contributions to a number of SA objectives, including SA 4 ‘Pollution’ and SA5 ‘Resource use.’ However the
scale of development that might arise under both approaches is uncertain, see commentary under uncertainties.
Option 1 in particular could have potential negative effects in relation to a range of objectives, including SA6 ‘Biodiversity’ and SA9
‘Landscape’ the significance of any effects is also uncertain. Effects would depend on the methodology adopted to identify suitable areas for
renewables and how factors like biodiversity, landscape and heritage were factored into the method for identifying areas.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
It is assumed that both options would take into account potential effects on existing and proposed housing so no effects in relation to SA1
‘Housing.’ Similarly it is assumed that both options would take into account potential effects on health (SA2).
There is uncertainty in relation to Option 1 and how potential impacts on biodiversity (SA6), landscape (SA9), heritage (SA10) and settlement
character (SA11) at the local level would be factored into the identification of suitable areas. The identification of sites at the community level
suggests there is potential for a more sensitive approach in relation to these objectives but this would depend on the approach taken and
how sensitive the local environment was.
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Appendix H Appraisal of Draft Local Plan
Policies
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Delivery of strategy and overarching policies
⚫

Policy CC1 – A Carbon Neutral, Climate Adapted Borough

⚫

Policy SS2 – Regeneration

⚫

Policy SS6 – New Housing in the Countryside

⚫

Policy SS8 – Basing View

⚫

Policy SS10 – Chineham Railway Station

SA Objective

CC
1

SS
2

SS
6

SS
8

SS
10

Cumulative

SA1: Housing for
all

0

++

+

++

0

++

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policy SS2 supports regeneration which will deliver high quality
housing within an enhanced environmental setting that could
address poor quality housing stock within the Borough. Policy
SS8 supports provision of complementary uses at Basing View
including residential development and delivery of approximately
300 dwellings. This is potentially significant for achievement of
this objective.
Overall, a likely significant positive effect is assessed for SA1.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Policy CC1 is assessed on the basis that the additional costs
associated with minimising greenhouse gas emissions will not
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SA Objective

CC
1

SS
2

SS
6

SS
8

SS
10

Cumulative

Commentary

impact on the delivery of new housing because the Local Plan
will be subjected to viability testing prior to submission/adoption.
Likely significant effects
Policy CC1 seeks to encourage green infrastructure and a
significant positive effect in relation to SA2 ‘Healthy communities’
is identified.

SA2: Healthy,
inclusive & safe
communities

SS2 supports regeneration which will support developments that
are of high quality, with high design standard, green and open
spaces and improved connectivity. This is potentially significant
for SA2.
++

++

+

++

+

++

SS8 supports regeneration of Basing View seeking (inter alia) a
high standard of design, a mix of uses including medical facilities
and sustainable modes of transport and significant positive
effects are identified for SA2 ‘Healthy communities.’
Overall, a likely significant positive cumulative effect is assessed
for SA2.

SA3: Reduce
travel, increase
sustainable
transport

++
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0

+

+

++

+

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy CC1 seeks to deliver a significant modal shift by
discouraging the use of the private car, prioritising walking,
cycling and other forms of movement that result in no emissions.
Policy SS10 supports a new railway station that will increase
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SA Objective

CC
1

SS
2

SS
6

SS
8

SS
10

Cumulative

Commentary

transport choice. Significant positive effects in relation to SA3
‘Travel’ are identified.

SA4: Reduce
pollution

++

+

+

+

+

+

SA5: Minimise
resource use

++
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++

+

++

++

++

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy CC1 seeks to deliver a significant modal shift by
discouraging the use of the private car, prioritising walking,
cycling and other forms of movement that result in no emissions.
This could also result in a reduction in emissions that contribute
to emissions to air. A significant positive effect is identified in
relation to objective SA4 ‘Pollution.’
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy CC1 seeks to minimise waste arising from the construction
and use of buildings. Policy SS2 and SS8 seek the efficient and
effective use of under-used/vacant land through the regeneration
of estates and Basing View. Policy SS10 provides transport
choice and could therefore help reduce resource use. A
significant positive effect is identified in relation to objective SA5
‘Resources’ for these policies.
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SA Objective

CC
1

SS
2

SS
6

SS
8

SS
10

Cumulative

Commentary

Overall, a likely significant positive cumulative effect is assessed
for SA5.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy CC1 seeks to maximise green infrastructure to deliver
biodiversity net gains. A significant positive effect is identified in
relation to objective SA6 ‘Biodiversity.

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity

++

0

+

?

0

+
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy CC1 seeks to minimise water use. A significant positive
effect is identified in relation to objective SA7 ‘Water Resources.’

SA7: Maintain
water resources

++

0

0

0

0

0

Overall, a likely significant positive effect is assessed for SA7.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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SA Objective

CC
1

SS
2

SS
6

SS
8

SS
10

Cumulative

SA8: Reduce
flooding

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policy CC1 seeks to direct development to locations that are not
susceptible to risks arising from climate change.

++

?

?

0

0

0

SA9: Protect
landscape and
geodiversity

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Uncertainty regarding the location of development associated
with SS2 but other policies in the Local Plan should ensure that
any issues associated with flood risk are considered as part of
proposals.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
The wording of Policy CC1 could be amended to ‘optimise’ rather
than ‘maximise’ opportunities for renewable and low carbon
energy.

-/?

0

+

0

0

0
Assumptions and uncertainties
The evidence base for the Local Plan notes that there are many
areas that are potentially suitable for renewable energy in the
district (based on high level opportunities mapping) but there is
potential for the identification of suitable areas to create an
unduly favourable policy framework for proposals that may have
localised impacts. Policy CC1 seeks to ‘maximise’ opportunities
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SA Objective

CC
1

SS
2

SS
6

SS
8

SS
10

Cumulative

Commentary

for renewable energy generation – as worded the policy could
result in negative impacts on landscape at the local level. Policy
NP10 ‘Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Generation’ includes
relevant criteria but there could be conflicts between the two
policies as currently worded.
Likely significant effects
None identified.

SA10: Protect
heritage assets
-/?

0

+

0

0

+

-/?

++

+

+

0

++

SA11: Conserve
settlement
character

Mitigation
See SA9.
Assumptions and uncertainties
See SA9 – the same issue is relevant for heritage assets and
their settings.
Likely significant effects
SS2 supports regeneration which requires, amongst other things,
the provision of high-quality design standards. This has the
potential to significantly enhance settlement character and
address existing poorly designed areas. This is potentially
significant for the SA12 ‘Settlement character’.
Overall, likely significant positive cumulative effects are assessed
for SA11.
Mitigation
See SA9.
Assumptions and uncertainties
See SA9. The same issue is relevant for heritage assets and
their settings.
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SA Objective

CC
1

SS
2

SS
6

SS
8

SS
10

Cumulative

SA12:
Sustainable
economic growth

++

+

+

++

++

++

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policy CC1 seeks to encourage decarbonisation of existing
industry, renewable and low carbon energy generation and
increase energy efficiency and an offset fund might be required
to enable developments to be carbon neutral. This could support
sustainable economic growth and provide opportunities in the
energy sector. Policy SS8 supports investment in Basing View as
a high-quality strategic employment site with a focus on office
floorspace. Policy SS10 will help improve connectivity of existing
business parks.
Overall, significant positive cumulative effects are assessed for
SA12 ‘Economy.’

SA13: Improved
education

SA14: Ensure
access to
services and

0

0

0

0

0

0

+

+

+

+

+

++
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Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
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SA Objective

CC
1

SS
2

facilities in vibrant
communities

SS
6

SS
8

SS
10

Cumulative

Commentary

Policies will help ensure access to services and cumulative
significant positive effects are assessed for SA14.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.

Likely significant effects
Policy CC1 sets out a number of high level principles aimed at reducing the borough’s carbon footprint, achieving carbon neutrality by 2030
through measures associated with construction and operation of buildings, economic activity, resource use and travel whilst recognising that an
offset fund might be required to enable developments to be carbon neutral. Significant positive effects are identified in relation to the following
SA objectives: SA3 ‘Travel,’ SA4 ‘Pollution, ‘SA5 ‘Resources,’ SA7 ‘Water Resources’ and SA12 ‘Economy.’
Policy CC1 also seeks to mitigate against anticipated climate change by directing development away from areas at risk of flooding and securing
green infrastructure. Significant positive effects are identified in relation to the following SA objectives on this basis: SA2 ‘Healthy communities,’
SA6 ‘Biodiversity’ and SA8 ‘Flooding.’
Policy SS2 seeks to encourage regeneration within the Borough which will help address areas of poor-quality housing and provide quality
designed new homes in enhanced an environmental setting. Significant positive effects are therefore considered likely for SA1 ‘Housing’, SA2
‘Healthy communities’ and SA5 ‘Resources’.
Policy SS2 supports regeneration which requires, amongst other things, the provision of high-quality design standards. This has the potential to
significantly enhance settlement character and address existing poorly designed areas. Policy NP1 and NP2 focus on enhancing Basingstoke
town centre with development required to (inter alia) have a high standard of design (NP1), active frontages at ground floor level and enhanced
public spaces (NP2) which contribute to conserving and enhancing Basingstoke town centre. Overall, likely significant positive effects are
assessed for SA11 ‘Settlement character’.
Policy SS8 supports regeneration of Basing View with delivery of a mix of uses including medical facilities and residential development
(approximately 300 dwellings). Significant positive effects are therefore considered likely for SA1 ‘Housing’ and SA2 ‘Healthy communities’.
Policy SS8 seeks the efficient and effective use of under-used/vacant land through the regeneration with a likely significant effect identified for
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SA5’ Resources’. Additionally, the policy supports high-quality employment development as a strategic site. A likely significant positive effect
for SA12 ‘Economy’ is assessed.
Policy SS10 supports a new railway station that will increase transport choice and connectivity and significant positive effects are identified in
relation to SA3 ‘Transport,’ SA5 ‘Resources’ .and SA12 ‘Economy.’
Given the contribution that the policies make to supporting new residential development, the regeneration of the Borough, the promotion of
healthy communities, the vitality and vibrancy of Basingstoke town centre, and to enhancing Basing View as a strategic employment location,
there is potential for a significant positive cumulative effect in relation to SA1 ‘Housing’, SA2 ‘Healthy communities’, SA12 ‘Economy’ and SA14
‘Services and facilities’. As the policies support the re-use of vacant and under used land a significant positive effect is assessed for SA5
‘Resources’.
Mitigation
Policy CC1 as currently worded seeks to maximise opportunities for renewable and low carbon energy generation in the borough. It is
suggested that the term ‘optimise’ is used instead of ‘maximise.’ As worded the policy could result in negative impacts on landscape and
geodiversity (SA9), heritage (SA10) and settlement character (SA11) at the local level. Policy NP10 ‘Renewable and Low Carbon Energy
Generation’ include relevant criteria but there could be conflicts between the two policies.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Policy CC1 is assessed on the basis that the additional costs associated with minimising greenhouse gas emissions will not impact on the
delivery of new housing (SA1 ‘Housing’) because the Local Plan will be subjected to viability testing prior to submission/adoption.
The evidence base for the Local Plan notes that there are many areas that are potentially suitable for renewable energy in the district (based on
high level opportunities mapping) and that there is potential for the identification of suitable areas to create an unduly favourable policy
framework for proposals that may have localised impacts. Policy CC1 seeks to ‘maximise’ opportunities for renewable energy generation – as
worded the policy could result in negative impacts on landscape at the local level. Policy NP10 ‘Renewable and Low Carbon Energy
Generation’ includes relevant criteria but there could be conflicts between the two policies as currently worded.
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Community Needs
Housing Related Policies
⚫

CN1 - Affordable Housing

⚫

CN2 - Rural Exceptions for Affordable Housing

⚫

CN3 - Housing Mix for Market Housing

⚫

CN4 - Housing for older people/ Specialist housing

⚫

NP3 – Custom and Self-Build Housing

⚫

NP4 – Accessible and Adaptable Homes

⚫

CN5 – Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show People

SA Objective

CN
1

CN
2

CN
3

CN
4

NP
3

NP
4

CN
5

Cumulative

SA1: Housing for all

++

+

++

++

+

++

++

++

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policies CN1, CN3 and CN4 seek to deliver housing,
including affordable housing and housing for older people
and those with specialist needs. Policy NP4 provides
accessible and adaptable homes, CN5 will make
provision to meet the accommodation needs of Gypsies,
Travellers and Travelling Showpeople in the borough,
which will be determined through the Gypsy and Traveller
Needs Assessment (GTAA) evidence. These policies will
make a significant positive contribution to objective SA1.
Given the contribution that the policies make to ensuring
a mix of housing types and tenures, the potential for a
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SA Objective

CN
1

CN
2

CN
3

CN
4

NP
3

NP
4

CN
5

Cumulative

significant positive cumulative effect in relation to
objective SA1 is identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policies CN1, CN3, CN4, CN5 and NP4 will contribute to
inclusive communities and a significant positive effect is
identified in relation to objective SA2.

SA2: Healthy,
inclusive & safe
communities

++

SA3: Reduce
travel, increase
sustainable
transport

Commentary

+

+

0

++

++

++

++

+

0

++

0

++

+

++

+

Given the contribution that the policies make to ensuring
a mix of housing types and tenures and provision of
housing to meet a range of needs, the potential for a
significant positive cumulative effect in relation to
objective SA2 is identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policies CN3 and CN4 include criteria to ensure that
housing is provided in locations that provide transport
choice and have access to facilities. A significant positive
effect in relation to objective SA3 is identified on this
basis.
Mitigation
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SA Objective

CN
1

CN
2

CN
3

CN
4

NP
3

NP
4

CN
5

Cumulative

SA4: Reduce
pollution

+

0

++

++

0

0

+

+

SA5: Minimise
resource use
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity
0
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0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Commentary

None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policies CN3 and CN4 include criteria to ensure that
housing is provided in locations that provide transport
choice and have access to facilities (which will help to
reduce transport related emissions). A significant positive
effect in relation to objective SA4 is identified on this
basis.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.

H13

© Wood Group UK Limited

SA Objective

CN
1

CN
2

CN
3

CN
4

NP
3

NP
4

CN
5

Cumulative

SA7: Maintain
water resources
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

+

+

0

+

0

0

+

SA8: Reduce
flooding

SA9: Protect
landscape and
geodiversity

SA10: Protect
heritage assets

SA11: Conserve
settlement
character
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Commentary

Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
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SA Objective

CN
1

CN
2

CN
3

CN
4

NP
3

NP
4

CN
5

Cumulative

Commentary

None.
SA12: Sustainable
economic growth

Likely significant effects
Policy CN1 will contribute to sustainable economic growth
by helping to ensure that people who work in the district
(or those seeking work) are able to also live in the district
and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to
objective SA12.

++

+

+

+

+

0

+

++

SA13: Improved
education

SA14: Ensure
access to services
and facilities in

0

?

0

0

0

0

0

+

+

?

++

++

+

0

+

+
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Given the contribution that the policies make to ensuring
a mix of housing types and tenures and provision of
housing to meet a range of needs, the potential for a
significant positive cumulative effect in relation to
objective SA12 is identified as the policies will also help
to retain people within the district.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policies CN3 and CN4 include criteria to ensure that
housing is provided in locations that provide transport
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SA Objective

CN
1

CN
2

CN
3

CN
4

NP
3

NP
4

CN
5

Cumulative

vibrant
communities

Commentary

choice and have access to facilities. A significant positive
effect in relation to objective SA14 is identified on this
basis.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.

Summary:
Likely significant effects
Policies CN1, CN3 and CN4 and NP4 seek to deliver housing, including affordable housing and housing for older people and those with specialist
needs, whilst CN5 seeks to meet the accommodation needs of Gypsies, Travelllers and Travelling Showpeople. The policies will make a significant
positive contribution to Objective SA1 ‘Housing’ and SA2 ‘Healthy communities.’ Other policies make a positive contribution to the objectives but
this is judged to be a minor positive effect at the borough level (see comment about potential for a significant positive cumulative effect below).
Policies CN3 and CN4 include criteria to ensure that housing is provided in locations that provide transport choice and have access to facilities
(which will help to reduce transport related emissions). A significant positive effect in relation to objectives SA3 ‘Travel,’ SA4 ‘Pollution’ and SA14
‘Services and facilities’ is identified on this basis. Policy CN1 will contribute to sustainable economic growth by helping to ensure that people who
work in the district (or those seeking work) are able to also live in the district and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to objective
SA12 ‘Economy.’
Given the contribution that the policies make to ensuring a mix of housing types and tenures, the potential for a significant positive cumulative
effects in relation to Objectives SA1‘Housing,’ SA2 ‘Healthy communities’ and SA12 ‘Economy’ is identified.
Mitigation
No significant negative effects are identified and therefore no mitigation is suggested.
Assumptions and uncertainties
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None.
Other Community Needs
⚫

Policy CN6 – Infrastructure

⚫

Policy CN7 – New and Improved Facilities

⚫

Policy CN8 – Protecting existing community facilities

⚫

Policy CN9 - Transport

SA Objective

CN
6

CN
7

CN
8

CN
9

Cumulative

SA1: Housing for all
+

0

0

0

0

++

++

++

+

++

SA2: Healthy,
inclusive & safe
communities

Commentary

Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policies CN6 and CN7 would make a significant contribution to the
achievement of this objective through the provision of infrastructure
and community facilities within the borough. Policy CN8 would
ensure the protection of existing community facilities only allowing for
their loss where certain criteria are met.
Given the contribution that the policies make to the delivery of
infrastructure and community facilities, the potential for a significant
positive cumulative effect in relation to objective SA2 is identified.

February 2022
Doc Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

H17

© Wood Group UK Limited

SA Objective

CN
6

CN
7

CN
8

CN
9

Cumulative

SA3: Reduce travel,
increase sustainable
transport

++

++

+

++

++

Commentary

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policies CN6 and CN9 would support the provision of sustainable
transport infrastructure, seek new developments that reduce the
need to travel and the reliance on the private car. This will have
significant positive effect on this objective. Policy CN7 would ensure
that new community facilities are well located and accessible via
sustainable transport modes, significant positive effects in relation to
SA3 ‘Transport’ are identified for these policies.
Given the contribution that the policies make to the provision of
sustainable transport infrastructure, the potential for a significant
positive cumulative effect in relation to objective SA3 is identified.

SA4: Reduce
pollution
+

February 2022
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+

++

++

++

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy CN9 would support reduction in pollution through the
promotion of sustainable travel choices, including walking and
cycling, and supporting a transition to a low carbon transportation
future with lower emissions (including provision of electric charging
points). Policy CN7 would ensure that new community facilities are
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SA Objective

CN
6

CN
7

CN
8

CN
9

Cumulative

Commentary

well located and accessible via sustainable transport modes which
would also support reduced pollution whilst the protection of existing
community facilities is likely to ensure that communities can continue
to meet day-to-day needs (reducing emissions linked to private
vehicle use).
Overall, a significant positive cumulative effect is assessed for the
policies for SA4.

SA5: Minimise
resource use
0

0

+

0

+

0

0

0

0

0

+

0

0

0

+

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity

SA7: Maintain water
resources
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Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
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SA Objective

CN
6

CN
7

CN
8

CN
9

Cumulative

SA8: Reduce flooding

SA9: Protect
landscape and
geodiversity

+/?

0

0

0

+/?

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

SA10: Protect
heritage assets

SA11: Conserve
settlement character
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Commentary

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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SA Objective

CN
6

CN
7

CN
8

CN
9

Cumulative

SA12: Sustainable
economic growth

Commentary

Likely significant effects
None.
+

0

0

+

+

+

0

0

0

+

+

++

++

++

++

SA13: Improved
education

SA14: Ensure access
to services and
facilities in vibrant
communities

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
The range of policies in this section will support the objective by
supporting the provision of new community facilities (CN7) and
retention of existing community facilities (CN8). Policy CN9 explicitly
seeks the delivery of a transport system that will improve access to
Basingstoke town centre (which will support the vibrancy and vitality
of the town centre). Cumulatively a significant positive effect is
assessed for these policies against SA14.

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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Summary:
Likely significant effects
Policy CN6 seeks the timely delivery of necessary infrastructure to support new development. CN7 supports the delivery of new community
facilities whilst CN8 sets out the approach to the protection of existing community facilities. The policies are assessed as having a likely
significant positive effect on SA2 ‘Healthy communities’. The policies also support infrastructure delivery in the right locations (CN6), the
provision of facilities and services in sustainable locations (CN7) and retention of existing facilities (CN8). Policy CN9 promotes sustainable
transport including supporting Active Travel (walking and cycling) which will also support efforts to reduce pollution related to transport
emissions. The policies are therefore assessed as having a potentially significant positive effect on the achievement of SA objectives SA3
‘Travel’ and SA4 ‘Pollution’. Additionally, through the provision of new community facilities (CN7), protection of community facilities (CN8),
and the support for improved access to Basingstoke town centre in CN9, amongst other criteria supporting improved transport in the
Borough, the policies are assessed as having a significant positive effect on ensuring access to facilities and supporting vibrant communities
(SA14).
Given the contribution that the policies make to delivery of sustainable communities well served by infrastructure, services and facilities, the
policies have been assessed as having potential for significant positive cumulative effects in relation to Objectives SA2 ‘Healthy
communities’, SA3 ‘Travel’ and SA4 ‘Pollution’ and SA14 ‘Services and facilities’.
Mitigation
No significant negative effects are identified and therefore no mitigation is suggested.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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Environmental management and climate change
Landscape, Biodiversity & Cultural Heritage
⚫

EM1 Landscape

⚫

EM3 Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area

⚫

EM4 Biodiversity, Geodiversity & Nature Conservation

⚫

EM11 Historic Environment

⚫

NP5 Solent Protected Sites

⚫

NP6 River Loddon

SA Objective

EM1

EM3

EM4

EM
11

NP 5 NP 6

Cumulative

Commentary

SA 1: Housing for all

0

+

0

0

+

0

+

SA2: Healthy,
inclusive & safe
communities

+

0

+

+

0

0

+/?

Likely significant effects
None identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
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SA Objective

EM1

EM3

EM4

EM
11

NP 5 NP 6

Cumulative

SA3: Reduce travel,
increase sustainable
transport

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

SA4: Reduce pollution

0

+

+

0

+

+

+/?

SA5: Minimise
resource use

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity

++

++

++

0

++

++

++/?
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Commentary
Comprehensiveness and timing of delivery across the
Borough.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Whilst a positive effect on pollution reduction can be
expected within the focus of the policies, the Boroughwide cumulative impacts are less certain. Monitoring
will be required to determine progress.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
This suite of policies is critical to the conservation and
enhancement of the Borough’s biodiversity assets,
including local and internationally important sites,
including their context and the need to secure
mitigation, including the provision of Suitable
Alternative Natural Green Space as an alternative
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SA Objective

EM1

EM3

EM4

EM
11

NP 5 NP 6

Cumulative

Commentary
recreational area to the Thames Basin Heaths Special
Protection Area. Together, the network of biodiversity
sites forms the basis for future expansion and
connection, in turn contributing to the character and
quality of life in the Borough, and efforts to address
climate change through specific strategies and action
plans (climate change and air quality). The need for
action is recognised in the Borough’s Ecological
Emergency Strategy and Action Plan, for example.

SA7: Maintain water
resources

++

0

++

0

++

++

++/?

A significant positive, but uncertain cumulative effect is
identified, reflecting the long-term outcomes of policy
implementation.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Ongoing monitoring is important to ensuring
effectiveness.
Likely significant effects
The health of the water environment is fundamental to
biodiversity conservation and enhancement. The
implementation of Policies EM1, EM4, NP5 and NP6
entails specific attention to ensuring that water
resources, particularly in the Solent and Loddon
catchments, are managed as a vulnerable but
sustainable resource. A significant positive, but
uncertain cumulative effect is identified, reflecting the
long-term outcomes of policy implementation.
Mitigation
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SA Objective

EM1

EM3

EM4

EM
11

NP 5 NP 6

Cumulative

SA8: Reduce flooding

+

+

+

0

+

+

+/?

SA9: Protect
landscape and
geodiversity

++

++

++

+

++

++

++/?

Commentary
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Ongoing monitoring is important to ensuring
effectiveness.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Ongoing monitoring of flooding events is required to
determine effectiveness.
Likely significant effects
The protection and enhancement of landscape and
geodiversity resources will be advanced through these
policies, individually and cumulatively, recognising the
character of the Borough’s landscape overall and
specific parts of it, such as its rivers. Notably,
reference in Policy EM1 to the Landscape Assessment
and Sensitivity Study (2021) and the North Wessex
Downs AONB provide a basis for landscape protection
and enhancement as part of local distinctiveness,
contribution to nationally significant landscapes and, in
turn, quality of life policy themes throughout the plan,
including health and community identity. A significant
positive, but uncertain cumulative effect is identified,
reflecting the long-term outcomes of policy
implementation.
Mitigation
None.
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SA Objective

EM1

EM3

EM4

EM
11

NP 5 NP 6

Cumulative

SA10: Protect
heritage assets

++

0

0

++

0

0

++

SA11: Conserve
settlement character

++

0

0

++

0

0

++

SA12: Sustainable
economic growth

0
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0

0

0

0

0

0

Commentary
Assumptions and uncertainties
Ongoing monitoring is important to ensuring
effectiveness.
Likely significant effects
Polices EM11 and EM1 will help to ensure the
systematic protection and, where possible,
enhancement of historic assets, in turn contributing to
wider plan aspiration of community identity. A
significant positive cumulative effect is identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Polices EM11 and EM1 will help to ensure the
systematic protection and, where possible,
enhancement of historic assets and their context, in
turn contributing to wider plan aspiration of community
identity. A significant positive cumulative effect is
identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
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SA Objective

EM1

EM3

EM4

EM
11

NP 5 NP 6

Cumulative

SA13: Improved
education

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

SA14: Ensure access
to services and
facilities in vibrant
communities

++

0

++

++

0

0

++

Commentary
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Landscape, biodiversity and heritage resources can
provide the opportunity to respond to diverse
recreation, leisure and well-being requirements and
part of the Borough’s positive image. A significant
positive cumulative effect is identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.

Summary:
Likely significant effects
Policy EM1 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA6 ‘Biodiversity’, SA7 ‘Water Resources’, SA9 ‘Landscape &
Geodiversity’, SA10 ‘Heritage’, SA11 ‘Settlement character’ and SA14 ‘Services and facilities’.
Policy EM3 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA6 ‘Biodiversity’ and 9 ‘Landscape & Geodiversity’.
Policy EM4 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA6 ‘Biodiversity’, SA7 ‘Water Resources’, SA9 ‘Landscape & Geodiversity’
and SA14 ‘Access to Services and Facilities’.
Policy EM11 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA10 ‘Heritage’, SA11 ‘Settlement character’ and SA14 ‘Services and
facilities’.
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SA Objective

EM1

EM3

EM4

EM
11

NP 5 NP 6

Cumulative

Commentary

Policy NP5 is assessed as having a significant positive effects on SA1’ Housing’ as inclusion of the arrangements for demonstrating nitrate
neutrality in the Local Plan should help provide the basis for determining relevant planning applications.
Policy NP5 and Policy NP6 are assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA6 ‘Biodiversity’, SA7 ‘Water Resources’, and 9
‘Landscape & Geodiversity’.
This suite of policies is critical to the conservation and enhancement of the borough’s biodiversity assets, including local and internationally
important sites, including their context. Together, the network of biodiversity sites forms the basis for future expansion and connection, in
turn contributing to the character and quality of life in the Borough, and efforts to address climate change through specific strategies and
action plans (climate change and air quality). The need for action is recognised in the borough’s Ecological Emergency Strategy and Action
Plan, for example. A significant positive, but uncertain cumulative effect is identified, reflecting the long-term outcomes of policy
implementation.
Mitigation
No significant negative effects are identified and therefore no mitigation is suggested.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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Green Infrastructure
⚫

EM2 Strategic Gaps

⚫

EM5 Green Infrastructure

⚫

NP7 Local Green Spaces

SA Objective

EM2

EM
5

NP 7 Cumulative

Commentary

SA 1: Housing for all

?

+

+

Likely significant effects
The provision of GI and greenspaces as part of new housing development will
help to create more sustainable communities, through health improvement,
recreational opportunities and community identity. Local greenspace
provision and designation will be an important part of fulfilling the aspirations
of the Borough’s GI Strategy. A significant positive cumulative effect is
identified.

SA2: Healthy,
inclusive & safe
communities

+

++

++

++

++

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Uncertainty over the degree to which strategic gap policy EM2 will stifle
sustainable housing provision.
Likely significant effects
These policies will be a significant part of meeting the Borough-wide objective
of delivering healthy and inclusive communities through the provision of high
quality, accessible open spaces of a variety of types in order to meet diverse
needs. Policy EM2, whilst specific to certain areas, helps to ensure clear
structure to the Borough’s settlement pattern. A significant positive cumulative
effect is identified.
Mitigation
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SA Objective

EM2

EM
5

NP 7 Cumulative

SA3: Reduce travel,
increase sustainable
transport

0

+

+

+

SA4: Reduce pollution

0

+

+

+

SA5: Minimise
resource use

0

0

0

0

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity

+

++

++

++

Commentary
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Local greenspaces and the wider GI of the Borough will play a significant part
in helping to deliver biodiversity gain, as part of new development and more
widely as part of environmental enhancement across the Borough. These
policies will complement policies, strategies and action plans promoting
landscape and biodiversity protection and enhancement, quality of life
enhancement and the Borough’s response to climate change. A significant
positive cumulative effect is identified.
Mitigation
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SA Objective

EM2

EM
5

NP 7 Cumulative

SA7: Maintain water
resources

0

+

+

+

SA8: Reduce flooding

0

+

+

+

SA9: Protect
landscape and
geodiversity

+

+

0

+

SA10: Protect
heritage assets

+

+

0

+

SA11: Conserve
settlement character

++

+

0

+
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Commentary
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policies EM2 and EM5 will play a supporting role in the implementation of
Policy EM11 (Heritage) through protecting the context of specific settlements.
Mitigation
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SA Objective

EM2

EM
5

NP 7 Cumulative

SA12: Sustainable
economic growth

0

0

0

0

SA13: Improved
education

0

0

0

0

SA14: Ensure access
to services and
facilities in vibrant
communities

0

+

+

+

Commentary
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Unintended consequences associated with limiting development in specific
settlements.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.

Summary:
Likely significant effects
Policy EM2 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA 11 ‘Settlement Character’.
Policies EM5 and NP7are assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA2 ‘Healthy communities,’ and SA6 ‘Biodiversity.’
Mitigation
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SA Objective

EM2

EM
5

NP 7 Cumulative

Commentary

No significant negative effects are identified and therefore no mitigation is suggested.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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Water and Air Quality Management
⚫

EM6 Water Quality

⚫

EM7 Flood Risk

⚫

EM12 Pollution & Air Quality

SA Objective

EM
6

EM
7

EM
12

Cumulative

Commentary

SA 1: Housing for all

0

0

0

0

SA2: Healthy,
inclusive & safe
communities

0

+

0

0

SA3: Reduce travel,
increase sustainable
transport

0

0

+

+/?

SA4: Reduce pollution

0

0

+

+/?

Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
The promotion of air quality improvement through Policy EM12 should
indirectly help to encourage modal shift.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Changes in modal shift and consequent enhancements in air quality are
complex.
Likely significant effects
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SA Objective

EM
6

EM
7

EM
12

Cumulative

SA5: Minimise
resource use

0

0

0

0

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity

++

0

++

++/?

SA7: Maintain water
resources

++

0

0

++/?
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Commentary
The promotion of air quality improvement through Policy EM12 should help to
encourage modal shift.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Changes in modal shift and consequent enhancements in air quality are
complex.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
If fully implemented, Policies EM6 and EM12 will make a significant
contribution to reducing the pollution load on biodiversity. A significant
positive, but uncertain cumulative effect is identified, reflecting the long-term
outcomes of policy implementation.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Pollution pathways can be complex and direct benefits difficult to measure.
Likely significant effects
If fully implemented, Policies EM6 and EM12 will make a significant
contribution to reducing the pollution load on the Borough’s watercourses. A
significant positive, but uncertain cumulative effect is identified, reflecting the
long-term outcomes of policy implementation.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Pollution pathways can be complex and direct benefits difficult to measure.
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SA Objective

EM
6

EM
7

EM
12

Cumulative

Commentary

SA8: Reduce flooding

0

++

0

++

SA9: Protect
landscape and
geodiversity

0

0

0

0

SA10: Protect
heritage assets

0

0

0

0

SA11: Conserve
settlement character

0

0

0

0

SA12: Sustainable
economic growth

0

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
Fully implemented, Policy EM7 should make a significant contribution to
reducing flood risk within the Borough, complementing national policy and the
sequential development test. A significant positive cumulative effect is
identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
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SA Objective

EM
6

EM
7

EM
12

Cumulative

SA13: Improved
education

0

0

0

0

SA14: Ensure access
to services and
facilities in vibrant
communities

0

0

0

0

Commentary
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.

Summary:
Likely significant effects
Policy EM6 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA6 ‘Biodiversity’ and SA7 ‘Water Resources.’
Policy EM7 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA8 ‘Flooding.’
Policy EM12 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA6 ‘Biodiversity.’
Mitigation
No significant negative effects are identified and therefore no mitigation is suggested.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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Mitigating and Adapting to Climate Change
⚫

NP8 - Energy Requirements

⚫

NP9 - Sustainable Design, Construction and Adaptation

⚫

NP10 - Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Generation

SA Objective

NP8

NP9

NP10

Cumulative

SA1: Housing for all

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policy NP9 encourages certification against the Home Quality Mark, which could
improve the standard of new residential developments and a significant positive
effect in relation to SA1 ‘Housing’ is identified.
0

++

+

0

SA2: Healthy,
inclusive & safe
communities
++

++

+

+

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Policy NP8 is assessed on the basis that the additional costs associated with
achieving a net zero operational energy balance will not impact on the delivery
of new housing because the Local Plan will be subjected to viability testing prior
to submission/adoption.
Likely significant effects
Policy NP8 could help tackle fuel poverty. Policy NP9 also encourages site and
building adaptation measures to provide for the comfort, health, and wellbeing of
occupiers (associated with vulnerability to overheating and cooling) and a
significant positive effects in relation to SA2 ‘Healthy Communities’ are
identified.
Mitigation
None.
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SA Objective

NP8

NP9

NP10

Cumulative

Commentary

Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.

SA3: Reduce travel,
increase sustainable
transport

0

0

0

0

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy NP10 includes a criterion to ensure that proposals for the generation of
energy from renewable and low carbon resources (excluding wind turbines) do
not contribute to pollution and a significant positive effect is identified in relation
to SA4 ‘Pollution.’

?

0

++

0

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Biomass burning has the potential to impact on local air quality but NP10 is a
criteria based policy that relates to a range of technologies and the policy
includes a criteria relating to pollution.

SA4: Reduce
pollution

SA5: Minimise
resource use
++
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++

+

++

Likely significant effects
Policy NP8 seeks to reduce energy use associated with new developments and
encourage improvements to existing buildings, a significant positive contribution
is identified in relation to SA5 ‘Resources.’
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SA Objective

NP8

NP9

NP10

Cumulative

Commentary

Policy NP9 seeks to reduce waste associated with the construction and
operational phases of development and a significant positive effect is identified
in relation to SA5 ‘Resources.’
Taken together policies NP8 and NP9 could have a significant positive
cumulative effect in relation to SA5 ‘Resources.’
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
From 2025, the Future Homes Standard will require new development to have
carbon dioxide emissions at least 75% lower than those built to current Building
Regulations standards.
See more detailed comments in the summary.
Likely significant effects
Policy NP10 includes a criterion relating to biodiversity and a significant positive
effect is identified in relation to SA6 ‘Biodiversity.’

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity
0

0

++

0

0

++

0

0

SA7: Maintain water
resources
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Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy NP9 includes requirements in relation to water efficiency for new
developments and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to SA7
‘Water Resources.’
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SA Objective

NP8

NP9

NP10

Cumulative

SA8: Reduce flooding
0

+

0

0

0

0

++

0

SA9: Protect
landscape and
geodiversity

SA10: Protect
heritage assets

++

0

++

0

Commentary

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy NP10 includes a criterion relating to landscape and geodiversity and a
significant positive effect is identified in relation to SA9 ‘Landscape &
Geodiversity.’
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy NP8 enables appropriate proposals for energy efficiency measures for
historic buildings and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to SA10
‘Heritage.’ Policy NP10 includes criteria relating to the historic environment and
a significant positive effect is identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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SA Objective

NP8

NP9

NP10

Cumulative

SA11: Conserve
settlement character

0

0

++

0

Likely significant effects
Policy NP10 provides a range of criteria relating to the location of renewable and
low carbon energy proposals, including potential effects associated with the
clustering of proposals. A significant positive effect is identified in relation to
SA11 ‘Settlement character.’

++

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policies NP8, NP9 and NP10 encourage the use of sustainable design and
construction measures which could contribute to growth in the energy sector
locally. Policy NP9 recognises the difficulties associated with non-residential
buildings achieving reduced energy use and adopts an approach based on the
achievement of BREEAM standards. This approach will help ensure that the
provision of new non-residential development is not hindered while still ensuring
that such buildings contribute to the plans’ objectives.

SA12: Sustainable
economic growth

++

++

++

Commentary

A significant positive cumulative effect is identified in relation to policies NP8, 9
and 10 in relation to objective SA12 ‘Economy.’

SA13: Improved
education
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0

0

0

0

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
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SA Objective

NP8

SA14: Ensure access
to services and
facilities in vibrant
communities

0

NP9

0

NP10

0

Cumulative

0

Commentary

None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.

Summary:
Likely significant effects
Policy NP9 encourages certification against the Home Quality Mark, which could improve the standard of new residential developments and a
significant positive effect in relation to SA1 ‘Housing’ is identified.
Policy NP8 could help tackle fuel poverty. Policy NP9 also encourages site and building adaptation measures to provide for the comfort, health,
and wellbeing of occupiers (associated with vulnerability to overheating and cooling) and a significant positive effects in relation to SA2 ‘Healthy
Communities’ are identified.
Policy NP10 includes a criterion to ensure that proposals for the generation of energy from renewable and low carbon resources (excluding wind
turbines) do not contribute to pollution and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to SA4 ‘Pollution.’
Policy NP8 seeks to reduce energy use associated with new developments and encourage improvements to existing buildings, a significant
positive contribution is identified in relation to SA5 ‘Resources.’ Policy NP9 seeks to reduce waste associated with the construction and operational
phases of development and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to SA5 ‘Resources.’
Policy NP8 enables appropriate proposals for energy efficiency measures for historic buildings and a significant positive effect is identified in
relation to SA10 ‘Heritage.’

February 2022
Doc Ref. 807894-WOOD-RP-T-00001_P01.01

H44

© Wood Group UK Limited

Policy NP9 includes requirements in relation to water efficiency for new developments and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to SA7
‘Water Resources.
Policy NP10 includes a range of criteria relating to the provision of renewable and low carbon energy proposals and significant positive effects are
identified across a range of SA objectives, including SA6 ‘Biodiversity,’ SA9 ‘Landscape & Geodiversity’ and SA10 ‘Heritage.’
Policies NP8, NP9 and NP10 encourage the use of sustainable design and construction measures which could contribute to growth in the energy
sector locally. Policy NP9 recognises the difficulties associated with non-residential buildings achieving reduced energy use and adopts an
approach based on the achievement of BREEAM standards. This approach will help ensure that the provision of new non-residential development
is not hindered while still ensuring that such buildings contribute to the plans’ objectives. Significant positive effects are identified in relation to
SA12 ‘Economy’ on this basis.
Taken together policies NP8 and NP9 could have a significant positive cumulative effect in relation to SA5 ‘Resources.’
A significant positive cumulative effect is identified in relation to policies NP8, 9 and 10 in relation to objective SA12 ‘Economy.’
Mitigation
The suggestions below are made in relation to Policy NP8 and constitute suggestions for enhancement, rather than mitigation.
It is suggested that consideration is given to data enabling measures to capture actual energy use in new developments. New build and major
retrofit schemes should have the capacity to transmit metered supply data; that way real life operational emissions can be determined and hence
accurate offset needs (rather than high level estimates and/or prescribed levels). There are already forms of legal agreement drawn up that
facilitate individual meter data being shared anonymously to enable use of real data in GHG emission calculations.
It is suggested that care is taken in assessing costs to developers associated with the proposed policy. This ensures a positive engagement route
with developers, rather than challenges regarding proposed costs, or lack of interest in development given the opportunity to develop in different
regional areas (elsewhere in the UK) at lower cost.
It is suggested that the Council demonstrates that it has explored other options to a local offset fund and the pros and cons of the different
approaches.

Assumptions and uncertainties
Policy NP8 is assessed on the basis that the additional costs associated with achieving a net zero operational energy balance will not impact on the
delivery of new housing because the Local Plan will be subjected to viability testing prior to submission/adoption.
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From 2025, the Future Homes Standard will require new development to have carbon dioxide emissions at least 75% lower than those built to
current Building Regulations standards.
Biomass burning has the potential to impact on air quality at the local level but policy NP10 includes a criteria in relation to pollution.
Wood agrees that energy use intensity (EUI) targets are more effective as a policy metric than net carbon calculations. Ongoing grid
decarbonisation will drive the carbon intensity of grid electricity production down in future reporting years. Reliance on a net carbon metric would
therefore not reward any energy efficiency savings (since the same volume of electricity in, say, two years time will have a lower carbon intensity
than if reported today. So the same energy consumption would be ‘lower carbon’).
A focus on EUI also minimises the risk of expensive infrastructure. A ‘net zero in operation’ at handover in 2025 might require extensive solar PV as
an on-site solution (over and above that which would be required to meet Building Regulations anyway). The same calculation in 2028 wouldn’t
(assuming grid electricity is less carbon intensive at that point). All things being equal, the unit cost of achieving reduced carbon emissions via gridscale investment (e.g. offshore wind) is cheaper than on-site solutions. The proposed policy should do its best to avoid over investment in on-site
infrastructure that (in abatement terms, i.e. £/tCO2e saved) is much more expensive than other options at grid scale.
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Design
⚫

NP11 Overarching Design Principles

⚫

NP12 Site Design

⚫

NP13 Building Design

⚫

NP14 Internal Space Standards

⚫

NP15 Minimum Density & Intensification

SA Objective

NP
11

NP
12

NP
13

NP
14

NP
15

Cumulative

Commentary

SA 1: Housing for all

++

++

++

++

++

++

Likely significant effects
Comprehensively implemented, Policies NP11, NP12, NP13, NP14
and NP15 have the potential to deliver the aspiration for housing
which better meets the needs of the Borough’s existing and future
population. The policies help to deliver national policy relating to
local character and design quality and ultimately creation of sense of
place. A significant positive cumulative effect is identified.

SA2: Healthy,
inclusive & safe
communities

++
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++

0

0

++

++

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Comprehensively implemented, Policies NP11, NP12 and NP15
have the potential to deliver the aspiration for housing which better
meets the needs of the Borough’s existing and future population, in
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SA Objective

NP
11

NP
12

NP
13

NP
14

NP
15

Cumulative

Commentary
doing so creating distinctive and attractive residential environments.
A significant positive cumulative effect is identified.

SA3: Reduce travel,
increase sustainable
transport

+

+

0

0

+

+

SA4: Reduce pollution

+

+

+

0

+

+/?

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
There is a potential gap between aspiration and delivery which could
lower policy performance.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
There is a potential gap between aspiration and delivery which could
lower policy performance.

SA5: Minimise
resource use

+

+

+

0

+

+

Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
There is a potential gap between aspiration and delivery which could
lower policy performance.
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SA Objective

NP
11

NP
12

NP
13

NP
14

NP
15

Cumulative

Commentary

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity

++

++

0

0

0

++/?

Likely significant effects
Policies NP11 & NP12 should, in combination with other plan
policies, help to secure biodiversity and GI provision as part of new
development. A significant positive, but uncertain cumulative effect is
identified, reflecting the long-term outcomes of policy
implementation.

SA7: Maintain water
resources

++

SA8: Reduce flooding

++

++

++

++

0

0

0

0

0

++

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Potential gap between policy aspiration and practical delivery.
Likely significant effects

++/?

Through site and building design, Policies NP11, NP12 and NP13
there is the opportunity to ensure that water resource management is
a significant element of new development. A significant positive
cumulative effect is identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
General and site design Policies NP11 and NP12 should ensure
sustainable design in respect of flood risk management. A significant
positive, but uncertain cumulative effect is identified, reflecting the
long-term outcomes of policy implementation.
Mitigation
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SA Objective

NP
11

NP
12

NP
13

NP
14

NP
15

Cumulative

SA9: Protect
landscape and
geodiversity

+

+

0

0

0

+

SA10: Protect
heritage assets

+

+

0

0

0

+

SA11: Conserve
settlement character

+/?

+

0

0

0

+/?

SA12: Sustainable
economic growth

0

0

0

0

0

0

SA13: Improved
education

0

0

0

0

0

0
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Commentary
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Monitoring of policy implementation will be required to determine
effectiveness.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
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SA Objective

SA14: Ensure access
to services and
facilities in vibrant
communities

NP
11

++

NP
12

++

NP
13

0

NP
14

0

NP
15

0

Cumulative

Commentary

++/?

None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Design standards through policies NP11 and NP12 will be important
in helping to create sustainable communities. A significant positive,
but uncertain cumulative effect is identified, reflecting the long-term
outcomes of policy implementation.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Ongoing monitoring of policy implementation will be required to
determine effectiveness.

Summary:
Likely significant effects
Policies NP11 and NP12 are assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA1 ‘Housing’, SA2 ‘Healthy Communities’, SA6 ‘Biodiversity’,
SA7 ‘Water Resources,’ SA8 ‘Flooding’ and SA14 ‘Services and facilities’.
Policy NP13 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA 1 ‘Housing’ and SA7 ‘Water Resources.’
Policy NP14 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA1 ‘Housing.’
Policy NP15 is assessed as having a significant positive effect on SA1 ‘Housing’ and SA2 ‘Healthy Communities.’
Mitigation
No significant negative effects are identified and therefore no mitigation is suggested.
Assumptions and uncertainties
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SA Objective

NP
11

None.
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NP
12

NP
13

NP
14

NP
15

Cumulative

Commentary
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Supporting the economy
⚫

EP1 - Economic growth and Investment

⚫

EP2 - Employment land and Premises

⚫

EP3 - Town, District and Local Centres

⚫

EP4 - Rural Economy

⚫

EP5 - Rural Tourism

SA Objective

EP1 EP2 EP3 EP4

EP5

Cumulative Commentary

SA1: Housing for
all
0

+

0

0

0

0

++

+

++

+

0

++

SA2: Healthy,
inclusive & safe
communities
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Likely significant effects
None
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy EP1 could contribute to objective SA2 ‘Healthy
Communities’ by encouraging the regeneration of sites for
employment and a significant positive effect is identified.
Policy EP3 seeks to protect existing centres and allows for
the creation of new local and district centres (where
suitable) and a significant positive effect in relation to this
objective is identified.
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SA Objective

EP1 EP2 EP3 EP4

EP5

Cumulative Commentary

Taken together, the employment policies could have a
cumulative significant positive effect in relation to objective
SA2 ‘Healthy Communities’
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy EP1 protects existing strategic employment sites
and encouraging the regeneration of existing sites could
also help reduce the need to travel for employment. The
policy also requires that proposals can be reasonably
accessed via sustainable travel options. A significant
positive effect is identified in relation to objective SA3
‘Travel.’ Policy EP3 seeks to protect existing centres and
allows for the creation of new local and district centres
(where suitable). A significant positive effect is identified.

SA3: Reduce
travel, increase
sustainable
transport

++

+

++

+

?

++
Taken together, the employment policies could have a
cumulative significant positive effect in relation to objective
SA3.
Mitigation
Policy EP5 could include a criteria directing development
to areas with transport choice to reduce reliance on the
car or require proposals to demonstrate how this could be
provided.
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SA Objective

EP1 EP2 EP3 EP4

EP5

Cumulative Commentary

SA4: Reduce
pollution
+

+

+

+

?

+

++

+

+

+

+

+

+

0

0

+

+

+

0

0

0

0

0

0

SA5: Minimise
resource use

SA6: Conserve
biodiversity

SA7: Maintain
water resources
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Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy EP1 encourages the reuse of previously developed
land and buildings and a significant positive effect in
relation to objective SA5 ‘Resources’ is identified.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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SA Objective

EP1 EP2 EP3 EP4

EP5

Cumulative Commentary

SA8: Reduce
flooding
0

0

0

0

0

0

++

0

0

+

++

0

SA9: Protect
landscape and
geodiversity

SA10: Protect
heritage assets

SA11: Conserve
settlement
character

+

0

0

+

+

0

+

0

+

+

+

0
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Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy EP1 and EP5 include a criterion relating to
mitigation of landscape impacts and a significant positive
effect is identified in relation to objective SA9 ‘Landscape
& Geodiversity.’
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
None.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
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SA Objective

EP1 EP2 EP3 EP4

EP5

Cumulative Commentary

SA12: Sustainable
economic growth

++

++

+

+

+

0

SA13: Improved
education

++

SA14: Ensure
access to services
and facilities in
vibrant
communities

0
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0

0

+

++

0

+

+

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
Policy EP1 seeks to maintain the balance of housing and
jobs, and sustain employment opportunities, as well as
maintaining productivity within the borough and ensuring it
remains attractive to new investment and a significant
positive effect is identified in relation to objective SA12
‘Economy.’ Policy EP2 seeks to protect existing
employment areas and will also make a significant positive
contribution to this objective.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy EP1 seeks to encourage key employment sectors
that could provide the stimulus for education and training
and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to
SA13 ‘Education.’
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Likely significant effects
Policy EP3 seeks to protect existing centres and allows for
the creation of new local and district centres (where
suitable). A significant positive effect is identified in
relation to SA14 ‘Services and facilities.’
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SA Objective

EP1 EP2 EP3 EP4

EP5

Cumulative Commentary

Mitigation
None.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None.
Summary:
Likely significant effects
Policy EP1 could contribute to objective SA2 ‘Healthy Communities’ by encouraging the regeneration of sites for employment and a significant
positive effect is identified. Policy EP3 seeks to protect existing centres and allows for the creation of new local and district centres (where suitable)
and a significant positive effect in relation to this objective is identified.
Policy EP1 protects existing strategic employment sites and encouraging the regeneration of existing sites could also help reduce the need to travel
for employment. The policy also requires that proposals can be reasonably accessed via sustainable travel options. A significant positive effect is
identified in relation to objective SA3 ‘Travel.’ Policy EP3 seeks to protect existing centres and allows for the creation of new local and district
centres (where suitable). A significant positive effect is identified for SA3 ‘Travel.’
Policy EP1 encourages the reuse of previously developed land and buildings and a significant positive effect in relation to objective SA5
‘Resources’ is identified.
Policy EP1 and EP5 include a criterion relating to mitigation of landscape impacts and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to objective
SA9 ‘Landscape & Geodiversity.’
Policy EP1 seeks to maintain the balance of housing and jobs, and sustain employment opportunities, as well as maintaining productivity within the
borough and ensuring it remains attractive to new investment and a significant positive effect is identified in relation to objective SA12 ‘Economy.’
Policy EP2 seeks to protect existing employment areas and will also make a significant positive contribution to this objective.
Policy EP1 seeks to encourage key employment sectors that could provide the stimulus for education and training and a significant positive effect is
identified in relation to SA13 ‘Education.’
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Policy EP3 seeks to protect existing centres and allows for the creation of new local and district centres (where suitable). A significant positive
effect is identified in relation to SA14 ‘Services and facilities.’
Taken together, the employment policies could have a cumulative significant positive effect in relation to objective SA2 ‘Healthy Communities’ and
objective SA3 ‘Travel.’
Mitigation
Policy EP5 could include a criteria directing development to areas with transport choice to reduce reliance on the car or require proposals to
demonstrate how this could be provided.
Assumptions and uncertainties
None
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