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1 Foreword 
Our Neighbourhood Plan describes the unique environment, location and features of the Parish 
of Ashford Hill  with  Headley and explains why it  is an attractive place to live. As a result of 
the consultation with the community, both residents and businesses, it is clear that the 
inhabitants of the Parish value living and working  here and wish to protect the Parish from 
intrusive change in the form of inappropriate  development and, where possible, to address 
other issues such as highways. 

Our plan has two objectives. Firstly, to capture what people who live and work  in the Parish  
feel and value about it. Secondly, to develop policies to help ensure that the future of the 
Parish reflects the wishes of those who live and work in it. When the plan has been approved 
ɉÔÈÅ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌ ÔÅÒÍ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ȬÍÁÄÅȭɊȟ "ÁÓÉÎÇÓÔÏËÅ ÁÎÄ $ÅÁÎ "ÏÒÏÕÇÈ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ɉ"$"#Ɋ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
legally obliged to take the plan into account when considering applications for development. 
The ÐÌÁÎȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ process is described in greater detail in Chapters 2 and 6.   

The population of the Parish has grown significantly over the last two decades with new 
developments in both villages. Some developments have been in-fills  within  the established 
settlements and have settled well  into the predominantly rural  environment. We recognise 
that the Parish will  continue to grow in order to meet housing needs but such growth must  be 
sensitive to the character of the Parish, the needs of its residents and in appropriate 
locations. 

Throughout the process of producing this Plan, we have received technical support from 
"$"#ȭÓ  planning officers and from our consultants at Bell Cornwell. We have also received 
financial support from Locality, a government supported organisation formed to provide 
technical and financial assistance to groups such as ours. We   would like to extend our thanks 
to all these organisations. 

This process was started at the instigation of the Parish Council and its members and has 
been undertaken by the volunteers forming the Steering Group who have been working 
continuously on this project since April  2019. We are grateful to the Parish Council members 
and its clerk for their guidance and support and would like to thank particularly the Steering 
Group for their  diligence in undertaking this project. 

 
Joe Woodford Caroline Hellings 
Chair - Parish Council Chair - Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 



4 
 

2 Executive Summary 
This document is the draft Neighbourhood Plan (ÔÈÅ Ȭ0ÌÁÎȭ) for the Parish of Ashford Hill 
with  Headley which is located within the boundary of Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council  
(BDBC). 

The Neighbourhood Plan is a new type of planning document. Once ȰÍÁÄÅȱȟ a 
Neighbourhood Plan becomes part of the Adopted Local Development Plan (ÔÈÅ Ȭ,ÏÃÁÌ 0ÌÁÎȭɊ 
for the area. The Plan must be in accordance with  both the Local Plan ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ 
National Planning Policy  Framework (NPPF). This Plan has been prepared for the 
Submission Consultation under Regulation 16 ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ȬÍÁÄÅȭ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ "$"#ȭÓ 
Local Plan.  

This Plan has been prepared by the Ashford Hill  with  Headley Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group (ÔÈÅ ȬSteering Groupȭ), which is made up of a mix of parish councillors and residents 
who have all given their  time voluntarily.  

The current Local Plan does not require the Parish to allocate sites for housing, but the Parish 
Council (PC) considered that having the Plan would permit  the PC and residents to have  a 
greater say over any proposed future developments in the Parish. Over the last few years, 
residents have completed a questionnaire designed to explore what is important  to them, 
visited a stand at the annual fete, attended drop-in sessions to further  understand the process 
and been kept up to date with  progress through monthly articles in the parish magazine. The 
views of residents expressed in the returned questionnaires have been the basis of the policies 
included in the draft  Plan. 

The objectives of the Plan are as follows: 

¶ preserve and enhance the rural  and historic character of the Parish (Policies L1, L2, HD1 
and HD3); 

¶ protect and enhance the natural environment and green spaces within the green 
infrastructure network , particularly  the  important ecological sites and wildlife  
corridors  (Policies L2, NE1, NE2 and LGS); 

¶ support and enhance local amenities, recreational facilities and improve broadband 
speed throughout the Parish (Policies LGS, LVF1 and LVF2); 

¶ promote small housing developments on brownfield  and in-fill  sites that deliver a mix 
of housing with a preference for low-cost housing for local people in order to retain the 
character of the Parish (Policies HD1 and HD2); 

¶ ensure any development that takes place complements and reflects the surroundings 
and existing housing stock so as to enhance the Parish and the quality of its built 
environment in accordance with the Village Design Statement (Policy HD3); 

¶ minimise light pollution from new development (Policy L2) 

¶ minimise the impact of any new development on safety and the road, pavement and 
footpath infrastructure  (Policies TTP1, TTP2 and TTP3); 

¶ recommend improvements to road, pavement and footpath safety within  the Parish 
(Community Projects). 

Sections 3 to 5 give more detail of the background to the Plan and its purpose. 

Section 6 details the development of the Plan to date including engagement with  the local 
community. 

Section 7 outlines the vision and objectives and how they link  to Plan policies. 

Section 8 gives a profile  of the Parish based on the latest published information.  

Section 9 focuses on Plan policies which together ensure that new development will  be 
sustainable and in accordance with  the objectives above. Policies in the Local Plan take 
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precedence over policies in this Plan.  

¶ Policies L1 and L2 focus on protecting the rural quality of our landscape. 

¶ Policies NE1 and NE2 deal with  conserving and enhancing the natural environment, 
including the preservation of trees and hedgerows. 

¶ Policy HA1 concerns the protection of our heritage assets. 

¶ Policies LVF1 and LVF2 cover the protection of our local valued facilities. 

¶ Policy LGS is concerned with  the protection of our local green spaces. 

¶ Policy PCF1 deals with  the terms of potential replacement of community facilities. 

¶ Policies HD1, HD2, HD3 and HD4 give the terms under which new housing 
development would be supported. 

¶ Policies LE1 and LE2 give the terms under which new business development  proposals 
would be supported. 

¶ Policies TTP1, TTP2 and TTP3 are concerned with  the impact of new developments on 
traffic, highways and public rights of way, including provision of parking facilities. 

Section 10 outlines community projects which are not officially  part of the Plan. These have 
been raised by residents as potential areas for improvement which could be progressed by 
the Parish Council and/or residents. These projects might be considered as objects for any 
funding received from future  developments. 

3 Introduction  to the Parish 
 

 

Figure 1 Designated Neighbourhood Plan Area (identical to the Parish boundary).  
 See Appendix 6 for full-page map. The existing SPB is at Ashford Hill 

The Parish of Ashford Hill  with  Headley ɉÔÈÅ Ȭ0ÁÒÉÓÈȭɊ lies within  the Borough of Basingstoke 
and Deane. It  has an adult population of 1,046 (Electoral Roll Dec 2018) and an  estimated total 
population of 1,459 (HCC Small Area Population forecasts 2018) with established 
settlements at Ashford Hill, Headley, Goose Hill, Fair Oak, Mill  Green, Plastow  Green and 
Wheathold. The River Enborne marks the northern borders of the Parish, Basingstoke and 
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Deane and also Hampshire. To the south, the adjacent area is covered by the Kingsclere 
Neighbourhood Plan (2011-2029) which was Ȭmadeȭ in 2018. 

This is mostly a rural area with  woodlands and both arable and livestock farming. Most local  
children attend Ashford Hill  primary  school before moving on to secondary schools outside 
the Parish. Cheam School in Headley is an independent preparatory school catering for 
pupils to the age 13. The churches, schools, the community shop in Headley and the two 
village halls are important features of the area. 

The Parish is 6 miles from Newbury, 12 miles from Basingstoke and 4 miles from Tadley. 
The M3, M4 and A34 are within easy reach and there are good rail links to London, the north, 
west and south from Basingstoke, Newbury and Reading. A major feature of the area  is the 
triangle of heavily used roads within  it. Many residents commute to work  outside the Parish. 
This, together with changes in shopping habits, has driven a decline in community facilities. 

The Greenham Business Park is situated on the former USAF base at Greenham Common 
approximately one mile north  of the Parish. The 180 businesses on the Park provide local 
employment, but also contribute to traffic  volumes through the Parish. 

4 Purpose of a Neighbourhood Plan 
The Localism Act 2012 enables local communities to take the lead in planning how their 
neighbourhoods will develop. Communities can now define policies in a Neighbourhood Plan 
that covers local development and the use of land. A Neighbourhood Plan is a statutory 
document that, once made, forms part of the Development Plan and must be taken into 
account by the relevant authorities when determining planning applications whilst  the 
Neighbourhood Plan is in force. 

The Neighbourhood Plan must comply with the Basic Conditions which specify that the 
Neighbourhood Plan should: 

¶ have regard to national planning policies and advice contained in guidance issued by 
the Secretary of State; 

¶ contribute to the achievement of sustainable development; 

¶ be in general conformity  with  the strategic policies contained in ÔÈÅ ÂÏÒÏÕÇÈ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ 
development plan; 

¶ comply with EU and human rights obligations; 

¶ not breach the requirements of the Conservation of Habitats Regulations 2017. 

A Neighbourhood Plan cannot include policies that fall outside planning control; for example, 
policies covering traffic  and transportation. However, where there is sufficient support from 
residents, these may be included as community projects. 

Unlike national or local planning policy, the Neighbourhood Plan must be the subject of a 
vote by local residents in the area covered by the plan. If a majority  of those voting approve 
the plan, it  is then ȬÍÁÄÅȭ by the local authority  and becomes a full  part of the Development 
Plan. 

This Plan has been produced by local residents and with the support of the Parish Council. It 
is based on a survey of, and consultation with, residents and local employers. The Village 
Design Statement 2004 (see Chapter 12: Relevant Websites) gives additional guidance on 
design of the built environment. 
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5 Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council (BDBC) Local Plan  

2016-2029 
In May 2016, BDBC adopted its current Local Plan which sets out its planning    strategy up to 
2029. However, BDBC expects to adopt a new Local Plan in Spring 2024. 

The current Local Plan (policy SS5) confirms that BDBC will support the development of 
Neighbourhood Plans and that, within  the period covered by the Local Plan, it  will be 
necessary to identify  sites for the development of 750 homes to meet housing needs. These  
will  be in Bramley, Kingsclere, Oakley, Overton and Whitchurch. 

Sites for a further  150 homes need to be identified in areas outside these settlements. It  will  be 
necessary to identify  sites to deliver at least 10 homes within  or adjacent to each of the 
settlements with  a defined Settlement Policy Boundary specified in the Local Plan (policy SS1). 

The only existing defined Settlement Policy Boundary in the Parish is that for Ashford Hill. 
Therefore, according    to the Local Plan, Ashford Hill would be expected to deliver not less 
than 10 new houses by         2029. However, BDBC has confirmed that the Oakfield Lane 
development of 35 houses in Ashford Hill is more than adequate to satisfy this requirement. 
This Plan assumes that the surplus will  also satisfy any updated Local Plan. 

 

Figure 2 Ashford Hill  Settlement Policy Boundary 

The Local Plan (Policy SS6) states that new housing outside any Settlement Policy Boundary 
(see Glossary for definition) will  not be permitted except in specific circumstances. In 
summary, these are: 

¶ on previously developed land; 

¶ on rural  exception sites for affordable housing; 

¶ re-use of redundant or disused permanent buildings; 

¶ replacement dwellings, not temporary in nature, or an extension to existing dwellings; 

¶ small scale (four  or less) residential proposals that meet a locally agreed need; 

¶ new dwellings linked to an existing and viable agricultural, forestry, horse breeding and  
training, livery  or equivalent rural  business; 

¶ on land allocated for development in a Neighbourhood Plan ȬÍÁÄÅȭ by BDBC. 
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6 Development of this Plan 
On 1 December 2017, BDBC approved the area of the whole Parish as the basis for this Plan. 
This Plan will sit within the framework set by BDBC for the Local Plan. It will also take 
account ÏÆ (ÁÍÐÓÈÉÒÅȭÓ Minerals and Waste Plan, adopted in 2013. 

The 0ÌÁÎȭÓ steering group consists of local residents. The group reports to, and has worked  
with,  the Parish Council to prepare the Plan. (See Appendix 1 for steering ÇÒÏÕÐȭÓ 
membership and terms of  reference.) 

4ÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÁÎÄ Ȭ,ÏÃÁÌÉÔÙȭ ɉÁ government-funded organisation that provides advice 
and support to communities producing a Neighbourhood Plan) have provided financial 
support. Planning officers from BDBC and planning consultants from Bell Cornwell have 
advised the steering group. 

The steering group has consulted with and listened to the community on a wide range of 
issues that influence the well-being, sustainability and long-term preservation of our rural  
community. More information on the community consultation and engagement can be found 
in Appendix 2 and the accompanying Consultation Statement. 

This Plan was developed according to the process set out in the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). If the Plan does not follow  the defined process, it  
may be vulnerable to legal challenge at a later date. The general process is as follows: 

¶ consultation with  the community to gather evidence; 

¶ analysis of responses to the community questionnaire; 

¶ preparation of a draft  Plan that identifies objectives and policies and is referred to  BDBC 
for Strategic Environmental Assessment screening; 

¶ formal 6-week public consultation period where the draft  Plan is available for the  public 
and statutory bodies to comment; 

¶ consideration of all representations received during consultation and appropriate 
modification of the draft  Plan; 

¶ submission of the draft Plan with Basic Conditions and Consultation Statement to 
BDBC so that it  can be satisfied that the process and the draft  Plan satisfy requirements 
for consultation and publicity;  

¶ if  accepted by BDBC, the Plan is published for 6 weeks and representations from all 
consultees are invited; 

¶ independent examination of the draft  Plan by an independent examiner approved by 
the Parish Council and appointed by BDBC; 

¶ if  the independent examiner considers that the draft  Plan meets the Basic Conditions 
(outlined above in Section 4), the examiner will recommend to BDBC that it proceeds 
to a Referendum. 

In a Referendum, all people on the electoral register who live in the Parish will  be entitled to 
vote. If more than 50% of the votes cast support the Plan, BDBC will  bring the Plan into force 
by resolution. The Plan will  then be treated as ȰÍÁÄÅȱ ÁÎÄ become part of the Local Plan. 

The number of new houses in the Parish required by the existing Local Plan has already been 
met. Although this may not be true in any updated Local Plan, the Parish Council has decided 
that this Plan will  not allocate specific sites for development. This does not prevent new 
housing in the Parish. It  means only that BDBC must take account of the policies in this Plan 
when determining any planning application in the Parish. 
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7 4ÈÅ 0ÌÁÎȭÓ 6ÉÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ /ÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ 

Vision 

The Plan is aligned to the priorities  and needs of the local community. It  complies with  local 
and national planning policies and contains robust policies, specific to the Parish, that: 

¶ reflect the aspirations and opinions of the community; 

¶ safeguard the character of the Parish, and; 
¶ influence development so that it  is proportionate  and complementary. 

Objectives 

The main objectives of this Plan reflect the public consultation and are to: 

¶ preserve and enhance the rural  and historic character of the Parish (Policies L1, L2, 
HD1 and HD3); 

¶ protect and enhance the natural environment and green spaces within the green 
infrastructure network,  particularly  the important ecological sites and wildlife  
corridors  (Policies L2, NE1, NE2 and LGS); 

¶ support and enhance local amenities, recreational facilities and improve broadband 
speed throughout the Parish (Policies LGS, LVF1, LVF2 and LE1); 

¶ promote small housing developments on brownfield  and in-fill  sites that deliver a mix 
of housing with a preference for low-cost housing for local people in order to retain the 
character of the Parish (Policies HD1 and HD2); 

¶ ensure any development that takes place complements and reflects the surroundings 
and existing housing stock so as to enhance the Parish and the quality of its built 
environment in accordance with the Village Design Statement (Policy HD3); 

¶ minimise light pollution from new developments (Policy L2); 

¶ minimise the impact of any new development on safety and the road, pavement and 
footpath infrastructure  (Policies TTP1, TTP2 and TTP3); 

¶ recommend improvements to road, pavement and footpath safety within  the Parish 
(Community Projects). 

The policies in this Plan seek to deliver the above objectives. However, some community 
aspirations are outside the remit for neighbourhood planning, for example, highways. In this 
instance, comments from residents will  be collated and passed to the highways team at 
Hampshire County Council as the Highway Authority.  A separate section lists potential 
projects that would help to meet community aspirations. 

8 Parish Profile 
The Parish is part of the Tadley North, Kingsclere and Baughurst Ward of BDBC. The 
Electoral Roll 2018 gives the 0ÁÒÉÓÈȭÓ adult (over 18s) population as 1,046 with  502 occupied 
households. The current total population is estimated at 1,459, based on HCC Small Area 
Population Forecasts 2018. The 2011 Census indicates that the 0ÁÒÉÓÈȭÓ population increased 
from 1,217 in 2001 to 1,277 in 2011 (equivalent to 5% in total and 0.5% p.a.). The key points of 
the 2021 demographic profile for the Tadley North, Kingsclere and Baughurst Ward (which 
includes the Parish) are shown in the table. 
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 Key facts What this means 

An  ageing 

population  

¶ Since 2001 our resident population aged 
45+ has increased by 18.7%, and the 
number under 45 has decreased by 
13.4% 

¶ Retired residents account for 14.8% of 
the population, an increase of 11.1% 
since 2001. 

Any new property  development 
in the Parish should reflect this 
trend. New housing should be 
predominantly of two and three 
bed units with ample gardens and 
large plots to encourage young 
families into the area and older 
local residents to downsize 
whilst  remaining in the area. 

Economic 

activity  

¶ An earlier profile (Kingsclere Ward 
2011) predicted a median household 
income of £46,950 by 2017. The lower 
quartile  has a median income of 
£26,700. 

¶ 43.7% of residents aged 16-74 work  full  
time, a decline of 4.9% since 2001. 

¶ The top 5 occupations 
(managers/directors, administrative, 
business and science professionals 
and service occupations) account for 
40.5% of all occupations in the ward. 
The number working in professional 
occupations increased by 53.9% since 
2001. 

The rising age profile  has led to a 
decline in the working  
population. 

Health  

and 

wellbeing  

¶ 85.2% of residents are in good or very 
good health; however, 3.6% are in bad 
or very bad health. 

 

Traffic  

and 

transport  

¶ 65% of those in employment drove a 
car to work; commuting by rail or bus 
declined by 16.8% 

¶ The number working from home has 
increased by 24.7%. 

Increased home working makes 
provision of high-speed 
broadband more essential. More 
extensive bus services would 
discourage rising car use, 
especially by local commuters. 

Housing  ¶ An earlier profile  (Kingsclere Ward 
2011) reported there were around 620 
dwellings in the Parish. 

¶ Of these, almost 40% were detached, 
70% owner occupied, 16% in shared 
ownership or social housing and 10% 
in private rented accommodation. 

The high percentages of detached 
houses and owner occupation 
reflect that the Parish is a 
generally prosperous and 
desirable place to live. This, 
combined with limited rented 
accommodation, makes it  difficult  
for younger residents to 
remain in the Parish. 
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9 Policies 

9.1 Landscape 
These policies relate to the use and development of the land and buildings within the Parish and 
ÓÅÅË ÔÏ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÎȭÓ 6ÉÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ /ÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ɉ#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ χɊȢ The policies in this Plan should be 
read together and ÉÎ ÃÏÎÊÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÉÎ "$"#ȭÓ Local Plan. Where there are minor 
ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ 0ÌÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ "$"#ȭÓ ,ÏÃÁÌ 0ÌÁÎȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÍÐÌÙ 
that there is a conflict between the two and they should be read together. 

"$"#ȭÓ Landscape Character Assessment (May 2021) describes the main Landscape Character 
Areas of the borough. The Parish sits across the boundary between the two Landscape 
Character Areas of Ecchinswell and Wolverton. These share many characteristics, for example: 

¶ gently undulating landform drained by valleys and streams flowing northward into  the 
River Enborne; 

¶ complex and diverse pattern of small to medium-scale farmland and woodland; 

¶ generally well-wooded, unspoilt rural  character giving a distinctive sense of place; 

¶ numerous scattered remnants of semi-natural, broadleaved woodland that give a  sense 
of intimacy; 

¶ examples of scarce habitat types including the ancient woodland and unimproved 
meadow complex in Ashford Hill. 

¶ a settlement pattern dominated by small villages, hamlets and individual  dwellings; 

¶ typically, rural  and quiet with  a network  of narrow roads, except for the A339 

The 2019 survey showed that the open, green spaces of the Parish, its character and 
appearance, and the Ashford Hill Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and National Nature 
2ÅÓÅÒÖÅ ɉ..2Ɋȟ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÒÁÎËÅÄ ÁÓ ȬÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȭȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ςπ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ comments on the 
value of the natural environment and over 80 references to the public footpaths and 
bridleways, the majority  relating to their  value in providing access to the local countryside. 

Significant landscape features close to the Parish are: Greenham and Crookham Commons; 
the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); Plantation Hill;  
Cottington Hill;  and Watership Down. The three latter  features lie within  the AONB. 

 

Figure 3 Strategic views 
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Landscape Policy L1: Landscape Character 

Development will only be permitted where it can be shown, through an appropriate level of  
supporting technical landscape work, that the proposals respect, enhance and are 
sympathetic  to the landscape character and  visual  amenity of  the Parish. 
For all major development proposals, a landscape strategy must be submitted and approved  
which includes:  

¶ existing  and proposed hard  and soft landscaping  plans; 
¶ assessment of near and strategic views of the development from the principal public        

vantage points (as shown in Figure 3) and from public rights of way ; 
¶ comparison of  existing landscaping and that proposed to be established  after  10 years; 
¶ the importance of retaining hedgerows and existing boundaries that complement and 

are part of the landscape character, and;  
¶ details of how areas retained as open space and/or woodland will be connected through 

corridors and  links and  be managed in  the future.  

Supporting Text 

As set out above, the quality of the landscape is very important to the local community. Applications for 
new development should be informed and supported by hard and soft landscape plans to ensure that 
the special qualities of the surrounding landscape are reflected in development proposals. The scale of 
this work will be proportionate to the scale of the development and will  range from a landscape plan to a 
more detailed landscape strategy. These will be bespoke and informed by "$"#ȭÓ ,ÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ 
Character Assessment (May 2021), the Landscape, Biodiversity and Trees SPD and the Local Plan 
(Policy EM1) as well as the Village Design Statement. 

Landscape Policy L2: External  Lighting  

Development proposals that include external lighting which requires planning permission  
must be accompanied by a lighting scheme that has regard to the latest national design  
guidance (Guidance Notes for the Reduction of Obtrusive Light 2011 - the Institute of  
Lighting Professionals). Permission will only be granted where the submi tted lighting  
scheme demonstrates:  

¶ no adverse impact  on neighbouring  uses or  the wider  landscape; 
¶ no adverse impacts  on the habitats  of protected  species; 
¶ light  levels are the minimum  required  for  essential security  and working  purposes; 
¶ minimal  potential  for  glare  and spillage,  and; 
¶ minimal  potential  for  light  spillage  from  the internal  lighting  of any buildings.  

Where appropriate, conditions will be imposed that will seek to control the times of   external  
illumination.  

Supporting Text 

External lighting schemes are a consideration for new residential development and can often give rise to 
unwanted, negative impacts of light pollution on local amenity and nature conservation. If planning 
permission is required for the lighting scheme, then the scheme can be managed by planning condition. 

Ȭ$ÁÒË 3Ëyȭ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÍÉ-rural areas within the Parish as it supports 
and enhances conditions for nocturnal wildlife and maintains the quality of life for residents. Many 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈȭÓ residents live close to woodland and/or open countryside. Therefore, intrusive 
external lighting schemes (including street lighting) will have a negative and detrimental impact on 
the rural character of the Parish, leading to a further urbanised feel. New developments in the 
Parish that propose installation of external lighting schemes where Parish residents are accustomed 
to Dark Sky ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÅÒÍÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ȰÁ ÎÕÉÓÁÎÃÅȱ (See Ȭ4ÅÎ $ÁÒË 3ËÙ 0ÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ φτφυȭ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÔÓ ÏÕÔ Ôhe concerns and recommendations of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group for Dark Skies). 
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9.2 Natural Environment 
 

Figure 4 Hill  House bridleway, looking south towards Ladle Hill 

The Hampshire Biodiversity Action Plan aims to conserve and enhance biodiversity. It 
describes biodiversity  in the county and action plans to protect and enhance habitats and 
species. 

There are no internationally  designated sites in the Parish, the nearest being the Kennet and 
Lambourn Flood Plain. This is approximately 4 miles to the north  of Headley and designated 
as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). However, the Parish is particularly  unusual in 
enjoying so many nationally and locally designated areas of high wildlife  and environmental 
value. 

Ashford Hill Woods and Meadows is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) of 142 hectares 
within which    20 hectares is additionally designated as a National Nature Reserve (NNR). 
The SSSI has varied woodlands and agriculturally  unimproved meadows. It  lies in a shallow 
valley on the London Clays and Lower Bagshot Beds, a series of sands and clays of shallow-
water origin. The site is a high-quality habitat with diverse communities containing rare and 
threatened species. The Natural England citation provides further  details of the site and its 
flora and fauna (see Links in Section 12). 
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Figure 5 Ashford Hill  Woods SSSI 
 

 

Figure 6 Ashford Hill  Woods and Water Meadows 
























































































