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The purpose of this consultation 
The council is seeking your views on how the parks and open spaces shown 
in the plan below, could be protected and enhanced to provide a robust green 
infrastructure network for the future. 
We have carried out some preliminary assessments and surveys of the area, 
producing some initial ideas for how these areas could be improved.  In order 
that these can be developed further, we would like your thoughts on these 
initial ideas that are set out on the plans below. 

Project background 
The borough has a good range of parks and open spaces that provide a range 
of opportunities to residents and habitats.  However, there are elements that 
need to be improved in order to provide a green infrastructure network that 
will be suitable for the future growth of the borough. It will seek to meet the 
needs of the growing population, help to deliver the council’s adopted Green 
Infrastructure Strategy along with the aspirations of Horizon 2050. 

Project aims 
The project involves concept of developing a linked network of green spaces 
that would: 

�	Offer a greater range of outdoor recreational opportunities for residents and 
visitors. 

�	Protect and enhance habitats, including green corridors between sites. 
�	Improve accessibility and links between spaces. 
�	Explore looking into different models of parks management. 
�	Allow existing outdated and worn out facilities to be improved. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVE: 

Develop a Natural Environment Management Plan and delivery 
plan to create a parks network linking a number of parks and 
green spaces from the centre of Basingstoke to others located 
towards the eastern edge of the town. 

�	Support council priorities and initiatives, including the Climate Emergency 
Declaration and emerging action plan. 

�	Provide an open space network that would support other elements of growth 
within the town and borough. 

�	Respond to the council’s recent declaration of an Ecological Emergency 
across the borough. 

�	Contribute towards the borough’s requirement to deliver biodiversity net 
gain across its sites in line with the Environment Act 2021. 

�	Link places of cultural and historical importance such as Basing House, 
Basingstoke Canal and the centre of Basingstoke. 

�	Take advantage of funding opportunities that might exist for delivery. 

Existing green infrastructure 
There is a wide range of existing green infrastructure to the east of Basingstoke 
Town Centre, ranging from formal urban parks to more naturalistic and rural 
green open spaces. The study area is fortunate to have such a variety and 
expanse of publicly accessible green open space, comprising mainly of public 
parks, amenity green space, woodlands, water and natural green space as 
demonstrated below: 

Public rights of way, cycle routes and recreational trails 
There is an extensive footpath and cycling network, including National Cycle 
Network Route 23 to the north of the study area and a number of existing heritage 
trails which capture many of the historic assets. 
Although there is an established network, there are many gaps, resulting in poor 
active travel routes with uninviting subways and road crossing points, with poorly 
signposted and unsurfaced routes which are unpleasant for users. 
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DESIGN VISION: 
Consolidate the existing network of green space into one collective offer, by establishing an overarching masterplan 
alongside a commitment to protect and enhance the landscapes and elements that bind them together. 

Design principles 
The design Ideas are based on initial survey and assessment, will aim to develop a linked network of green space and incorporate Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Councils policy, strategies and aspirations for the east of Basingstoke town centre. In order to realise the project vision 
and council’s aspirations a number of overarching design principles would be adopted across the scheme as detailed below: 

Destinations 
�	Provision of a high quality 

destination that offers 
a range of recreational 
activities. 

�	Establish a strong 
identity that harnesses 
the existing qualities and 
character. 

Connections 
�	The promotion of 

sustainable travel and the 
improvement of pedestrian 
and cycling connectivity to 
key destinations. 

�	Enhancements to the 
quality of accessible 
recreational routes and the 
improvement of perceived 
safety barriers. 

Biodiversity 
�	Retain and improve 

existing wildlife habitats, 
green corridors for the 
safe movement of species 
and maximize biodiversity 
across the network. 

�	Creation of a connected 
green infrastructure and 
biodiversity network, 
placing biodiversity at the 
forefront of proposals. 

Heritage assets 
�	Develop the visitor’s 

appreciation of the study 
area heritage, through 
storytelling, interpretation 
and re-establishment of 
historic routes. 

�	Improved connections of 
historic assets and the 
strengthening and creation 
of new active travel routes 
between key destinations. 

Sustainability 
�	Place sustainability at 

the heart of the project, 
ensuring that proposals are 
resilient to climate change, 
consider the role of carbon 
capture, encourage active 
travel and explore the 
potential for water storage 
and renewable energy. 

Revenue/funding 
�	Potential revenue 

opportunities through 
improved facilities, land 
management initiatives, 
sponsorship, promotion, 
land use charges and 
venue hire. 

�	Investigate biodiversity 
net gain offsetting as 
a potential revenue 
opportunity. 
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 W1 - Improvements to the facilities would provide a 
quality destination within the park.  

image source: LANDEZINE photo by Claudia Dreyße 

W5 - Improvements to pedestrian and cycling active 
travel routes across the wider network. 

 
image source: LANDEZINE scheme by hochC Landscape Architects 

B5 - Improvements to secondary recreational routes. 

image source: www.ribaj.com 

E6 - Improvements to the underpass/subway access 
points. 

War Memorial Park - Design ideas 
Proposed interventions include the following:  
W1 - The modernisation and expansion of the central John Arlott Pavilion including  
sustainable energy systems. Creating a central hub including outdoor shelter, cafe,  
toilet facilities, indoor/ outdoor events spaces and volunteer facilities. 
W2 - Outdoor sports provision including table tennis and boot camp/out door gym  
class surfacing. Mini soccer, small-sided natural turf pitches. 
W3 - Naturalistic play trails. 
W4 - Improved wayfinding across the park at entrances and decision points. 
W5 - Improvements to the southern footpath route including surfacing and lighting. 
W6 - Improvements to the 3x underpass/subways to the southern edge of the park.  
W7 - Opportunity to reduce maintenance regimes in designated areas to encourage  
biodiversity, but still importantly retaining the parkland character. 
W8 - Improved understorey planting to areas of trees across the park. 
W9 - Naturalisation of the ‘Old Common’, with potential to incorporate biodiversity  
net gain and carbon capture Initiatives during the management. 
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Eastrop Park - Design ideas 
 Proposed interventions include the following:  
E1 - Modernisation of the cafe and toilet facilities including sustainable energy systems. 
E2 - Modernisation of the paddling pool facility and Improvements to play facilities. 

E3 - Modernisation of the fitness trim trail. 

E4 - Improve pedestrian access from Basing View. 

E5 - Improvements to the central footpath route. 
E6 - Improvement to the underpass/subway access’s.  
E7 - Improved wayfinding across the park at entrances and decision points. 
E8  - Enhance National Cycle Route 23, with the provision of a on-carriageway  
mandatory cycle lane along Eastrop Lane / Crossborough Hill. 
E9 - De-canalisation, the grading of banks and naturalisation of the watercourse. 
E10 - Improvements to the northern boundary/buffer. 
E11 - Realignment and naturalisation of the western section of the watercourse.  
E12 - Reduced management regimes to encourage biodiversity, increase chalk  
species and reduce intense maintenance. 

image source: LANDEZINE scheme by LUC 

E2 - Improvements to play provision to provide 
quality play facilities across the network. 
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Black Dam Ponds - Design ideas 
Proposed interventions include the following:  
B1 - Improvements to the play facility targeted at younger age groups. 
B2 - Improved seating and picnic tables and cycle parking provision. 
B3 - Improved signage, wayfinding and interpretation boards. 
B4 - Upgrade existing shared-use footpath/cyclepath with improved all year round  
surfacing, lighting, and drainage. 
B5 - Further footpath improvements to secondary recreational routes including  
surfacing, drainage and vegetation clearance and the inclusion of waymarked colour  
coded walking, running and cycling routes linking other open spaces. 
B6 - The improvement to the underpass/subway access. 
B7 - Sensitive selective vegetation management and potential de-silting of the ponds. 
B8 - Sensitive selective felling of trees and vegetation along the water’s edge of  
upper and lower fish ponds and the glade. Further management and improvement of  
the wet woodland habitats. 
B9  - Controlled access and the use of boardwalks through the wet woodland. 
B10  - Improved interpretation of the ecological elements. 

image source: directembedcoating.com - Josh Koenig 

B10 - Ecological interpretation and signage. 
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L2 - Improvements to play facilities, providing a
range of play experiences and challenges for
all ages.

  B8 - The Common has potential to incorporate
biodiversity net gain initiatives 
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C5 - A potential ‘high ropes’ adventure play facility 
for all ages. A commercial venture would take
advantage of the site’s unique topography. 

image source: www.forestryengland.uk

L1 - Waymarked gravel/mountain bike trails could 
be introduced taking advantage of the landform and 
range in difficultly, providing routes for all ages and 
abilities. 

B6 - Reduce maintenance regimes in designated 
areas to encourage biodiversity, 

image source: www.napparchitects.com 

C2 - Introduction of a small cafe, either a permanent 
facility or a pop up offering. 

Crabtree Plantation - Design ideas 
Proposed interventions include the following:  
C1 - The protection and restoration of Bolton Arch and enhancements to the setting.  
The lodges could be opened up and utilised for small scale temporary events.  
C2 - Consideration of a licensed ‘pop-up’ catering operation at popular times. 
C3 - Car park improvements including signage, surfacing, lighting, drainage. 
C4  - Improved informal natural play facility within the woodland/plantation. 
C5 - Potential location of a ‘high ropes’ commercial adventure play facility for all  
ages and complementary adventure facilities.  
C6 - Improvements to the interpretation boards and signage at entrances and  
decision points. 
C7  - Upgrade the existing central footpath to a min 3m wide shared footpath/cycleway. 
C8 - Defined informal pedestrian routes through the plantation. 
C9 - Dedicated signal controlled pedestrian/toucan crossing on A30 London Road  
C10 - Skylark nesting areas should be demarcated and protected. 
C11 - Management of amenity/meadow grassland is key to improving biodiversity.  

Lime Pits - Design ideas 
Proposed interventions include the following:  
L1 - Waymarked gravel/mountain bike trails which would take advantage of the site’s  
unique topography and bring in greater footfall to the site.  
L2 - Improvements to play facilities, providing a range of play experiences and  
challenges for all ages. 
L3 - Improvements to existing car parks including greater natural surveillance, active  
frontage, signage, surfacing, drainage and lighting. 
L4 - Improvements to the interpretation and signage at entrances and decision points.  
L5 - Upgrade the existing footpath links towards Basing Common. 
L6 - Improved footpath along Redbridge Lane (minimum 2m wide) and informal  
pedestrian/cycling crossing on Redbridge Lane between the Lime Pits and the public  
right of way link to the Fen. 
L7  - Improvements to the management of the existing vegetation, including selective  
thinning and improvements to the understorey planting. 

Basing Common - Design ideas 
Proposed interventions include the following:  
B1  - Improvements to the interpretation and signage across Basing Common, enhancing 
links to Basing House and the historic battle of ‘The Siege of Basing House - 1642 to 1645’. 
B2 - Improve key pedestrian/cyclist link (min 3m wide) along the northern edge of the  
common. 
B3  - Defined informal pedestrian routes through the common would discourage trampling  
and improve biodiversity in undisturbed areas.  
B4  - Improved wayfinding across the open-space at entrances and decision points,  
providing directional signage to key destinations. Introduce waymarked hacking routes  
for horse riders with designated areas away from walking and cycling routes. 
B5 - The management of the common should be remain and be undertaken by grazing. 
B6 - Areas are to be set aside and allow naturalisation, including wildflower species  
and scrub, enhancing wildlife movement corridors and foraging routes.  
B7 - The introduction of new blocks of native woodland planting across the whole site,  
creating new foraging routes and links to Crabtree Plantation, Lime Pits etc.  
B8 - The Common has potential to incorporate biodiversity net gain initiatives. 
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Improved play facilities 
Improved all year round footpath network 
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Improvements to pedestrian crossing points 
Biodiversity Interventions 

Improved parking provision 

Mill Field - Design ideas 
Proposed interventions include the following: 
M1 - Enhancement and modernisation of the play facilities, football pitch and skate 
park. 
M2 - Improvements to visitor parking provision on Bartons Lane. 
M3 - Upgrade the existing perimeter footpath to a minimum 3m wide shared route, 
with a mixture of surfaced footpaths and raised boardwalk structures. 
M4 - Improved wayfinding across the open-space at entrances and decision points. 
M5 - Upgrade existing pedestrian connections to Mill Field from Bartons Lane and 
Great Binfields Road, as well as adjacent to Bartons Mill Public House. 
M6 - Improved landscape management of Mill Field would protect and enhance the 
existing landscape types and ecological habitats, and improve the condition of the 
valuable rich species meadow. 
M7 - Vegetation management and clearance is required along some footpath routes 
to open up slight lines and improve surveillance. 
M8 - Incorporate biodiversity net gain and carbon capture initiatives during the 
management and improvements to biodiversity. 

image source: LANDEZINE - Roman Mensing www.romanmensing.de 

M1 - Improvements to play facilities and the M3 - A series of informal footpath/boardwalk 
creation of destination play facilities creating a routes allowing visitors to get closer to nature and
quality experience for all ages. wildlife without disturbance. 

HAVE YOUR SAY 
This public consultation will run for a six week period between Monday 30 May to Friday 8 July 2022. 
 
You can respond in one of the following ways;-

1.     Responding to the online consultation using the following link www.basingstoke.gov.uk/natural-environment-consult  

2.    Returning your feedback form to;-

   Natural Environment Team 
   Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
	 	 	 Civic 	Offices 

   London Road 
   Basingstoke 
   RG21 7TH 
 
   Or by email to:     NaturalEnvironmentTeam@basingstoke.gov.uk 
 
Please return your responses by Friday 8 July 2022. 
 
3.    Visiting the manned display on Saturday 18th June 2022 at the following locations;-

   •  Eastrop Park (next to boathouse) – 9am - 12pm 

   •  Crabtree (main car park) – 1.30pm - 4.30pm 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/natural-environment-consult



