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1.4 How to  use this  guide  

The Design Guidelines & Codes will be a 

valuable tool in securing context-driven, high 

quality development in Overton Parish. They 

will be used in different ways by different 

actors in the planning and development 

process, as summarised in the table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Actors  How they  will  use the design  guidelines  

 
 
Applicants,  developers, 

& landowners  

 
As a guide to community and Local Planning Authority expectations on 

design, allowing a degree of certainty ï they will be expected to follow the 

Guidelines as planning consent is sought. 

 

 
Local  Planning 

Authority  

As a reference point, embedded in policy, against which to assess planning 

applications. 

The Design Guidelines should be discussed with applicants during any pre- 

application discussions. 

 
Parish  Council  

As a guide when commenting on planning applications, ensuring that the 

Design Guidelines are complied with. 

 
Community 

organisations  

 
As a tool to promote community-backed development and to inform 

comments on planning applications. 

 
Statutory  consultees  

 
As a reference point when commenting on planning applications. 
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2. Neighbourhood  Area 
Context Analysis  

 

 
This chapter describes the local 

context and key characteristics 

of the Parish related to history, 

landscape, movement and land 

use. 

 

2.1 Heritage  
Overton Parish has a rich history that dates 

back centuries. The areaôs name is believed 

to derive from the Old English words ñofreò 

meaning ñriverbankò and ñtunò meaning 

ñsettlement,ò indicating its location along the 

banks of a river. 

In medieval times Overton was an 

agricultural village focused on farming 

and trade. Its position along the River Test 

proved economically significant, facilitating 

the transport and trade of goods. During 

the Middle Ages, Overton experienced 

growth and development, evidenced by the 

construction of St. Maryôs Church, which 

is one of the 47 listed buildings within the 

parish. 41 of these listed buildings are 

located within the Conservation Area as 

displayed in figure 12. 

The arrival of the railway was primarily for 

the transport of goods originally, and the 

Mill was built next to the station to facilitate 

the movement of raw materials into the Mill 

itself using the siding that ran directly into 

the site as well as bringing workers from the 

neighbouring towns and villages to work 
there. Figure  06: St Maryôs Church. 

 
Figure  07: Red Lion Lane cottages. 

 
Figure 08: View down the High Street, within the Conservation 
Area. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Figure  09: Overton historic assets map. OS ref: SU 51741 49744 
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Figure  10: Overton historic assets map zoom in. OS ref: SU 51741 49744 

 
 

 
KEYS 

Roads 

Railway 

Railway station 

Buildings 

Water 

Conservation area 

Listed buidlings 

Figure 11: St Maryôs Church. 
Figure 12: Historic property on 
Winchester Street. 
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2.2 Green and blue 
infrastructure  
In the village of Overton itself, are several 

open spaces, perhaps the most important 

of which is the survival of the wide main 

market street. There is a Sports Ground 

to the south of Church Road and one at 

Berrydown to the east of the village plus 

another 2 recreation grounds namely 

Edward Kersley and Sapley Lane. 

There are also two golf courses within the 

neighbourhood area. Test Valley Golf is 

located in the south of the neighbourhood 

area. There is also Overton Town Meadow 

Golf Club which is a 9 hole course that runs 

alongside the River Test in the centre of the 

village. 

Much of the farm land to the north of the 

main settlement falls within the North 

Wessex Downs National Landscape. In 

addition to the large arable fields within 

the National Landscape the village is also 

surrounded by a large amount of open fields 

with distinct hedgerows and woodlands. 

The rural views from the village to the 

surrounding hills and open areas are highly 

valued by the local community. 

The River Test is a distinctive feature 

running through the Parish, flowing 

westward. As a result, part of the village 

and the surrounding land lies within the 

floodplain and is designated as Flood Risk 

Zone 3 by the Environment Agency. The 

River Test corridor extends from its source 

near Overton, through the southwest 

borough boundary near Whitchurch, and 

continues south until it reaches the sea at 

the head of Southampton Water. The River 

Test, a nationally renowned chalk river, is 

designated as a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI).ò 

 

Figure  13: The River Test. 

 

Figure  14: Overton sports ground. 
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Figure  15: Overton green and blue infrastructure map. OS ref: SU 51741 49744 17 

 
KEYS 

Neighbourhood Area 

Roads 

Railway 

Railway station 

Buildings 

Water 

SSSI 

 
Ancient woodland 

National Landscape 

Golf course 

Sports/recreation ground 



Overton  | Design  guidance  and codes  

18 

 

 

 

 

Figure  16: Overton green infrastructure map zoom in. OS ref: SU 51741 49744 
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Figure  17: Overton Town Meadow Gofl Club, from the High Street. 
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19 Figure  18: Overton flood risk map. OS ref: SU 51741 49744 

 

 

 

 

Figure  19: Overton flood risk map zoom in. OS ref: SU 51741 49744 
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Figure 20: River Test. 
Figure 21: House that borders the River 
Test. 





























http://distinctively-local.co.uk/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-future-homes-and-buildings-standards-2023-consultation
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planningpolicy








http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/schedule/3


https://www.paverconnection.com/testimonial/hedwig-village-permeable-driveway-and-patio-upgrade/
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