
 

 

 
     

     

      
     
        

 
 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

      
 
 

  
 

       
 

 
                

         

                  
                 

               
            

  

            
                 

              
              

             
      

            
           

                 
            

              
            

     

Richard Oram 

via email 

Our ref: 3 July 2025 

Dear Richard 

Indicative housing requirement for Overton Neighbourhood Plan 

I write in relation to your email dated 27 June 2025 asking the Local Planning Authority 
(LPA) to provide an indicative housing requirement for Overton. 

As you are aware, the LPA is in the process of developing a new Local Plan that will 
provide a planning framework for the borough up to 2042. As part of this, the LPA 
consulted on a Regulation 18 draft Local Plan in January-March 2024. This draft plan 
set housing requirements for the rural settlements, informed by the Settlement Study 
(January 2024). 

The published Settlement Study identified a housing requirement of 250 dwellings for 
Overton (at 1 April 2023). This figure was informed by the local area’s share of the 
borough’s housing growth, adjusted to take into account the extent to which the local 
area had delivered more homes than envisaged by the adopted Local Plan. Through 
the 2024 Regulation 18 Plan, this requirement was met through the proposed allocation 
of Overton Mill for 340 dwellings. 

An indicative housing requirement of 250 dwellings therefore takes into account the 
considerations highlighted in national policy and reflects the most recently available 
planning strategy for the area. Using the same methodology for a base date of 1 April 
2025, Overton’s requirement would remain at 250 dwellings, as no new ‘counting’ 
development sites (as defined by Adopted Local Plan Policy SS5) have been permitted. 
In accordance with the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, this 
number is a minimum. 

Chief Executive Russell O’Keefe 
Deputy Chief Executive Rebecca Emmett 

Director of Resident Services Fiona Darby 
Director of Regeneration Sarah Longthorpe 
Director of Customers, Digital and Improvement Katy Sallis 



   

              
           

                
             

                 
              

                 

              
              
             

         

              
             

              
               
            

          
     

                    
       

 
  

   
   

 
 

As you are aware, a new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published in 
December 2024, and this increased the borough’s overall housing requirement. 
However, at this stage, the LPA has not yet determined how this will be met, and 
therefore the 2024 Regulation 18 Plan (and its evidence base) provides the most 
recently available planning strategy for the area. The LPA is due to consult upon a new 
Regulation 18 draft Local Plan in winter 2025/6, which will include a revised spatial 
strategy, but at this stage it is not possible to set out the details of any revisions. 

It is therefore the LPA’s view that Overton’s current indicative housing requirement is a 
minimum of 250 dwellings. It is recognised that the ongoing Local Plan process 
provides some future uncertainty, so it is strongly advised that the parish council 
progresses the plan as quickly as possible. 

It should be noted that even if the parish’s indicative housing requirement was to 
increase as a consequence of the Local Plan process progressing (prior to the 
neighbourhood plan being adopted), this would not be likely to affect whether the plan 
met the ‘basic conditions’. The particular impact would be upon whether the plan was 
still considered to contain ‘policies and allocations to meet its identified housing 
requirement’, and so trigger the additional protections from speculative development 
provided by NPPF para 14. 

I hope that this is of assistance. Please let me know if you would like to discuss any of 
the above in more detail. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joanne Brombley 
Planning Policy Manager 
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