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1.  Introduction 
1. The Equality Act 2010 places a duty on all public authorities in the exercise of their functions 

to have regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, to advance equality of opportunity and 
to foster good relations between persons who have a “protected characteristic” and those 
who do not. 

2.  “Protected characteristics” are age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage & civil 
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 

3. This report assesses the submission Overton Neighbourhood Plan (ONP) to ensure that 
Overton Parish Council (as the Qualifying Body responsible for preparing the ONP) is 
satisfying its statutory duties in this regard. Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) is a 
systematic analysis of a policy or policies, in order to explore the potential for an adverse 
impact on a particular group or community. It is a method of assessing and recording the 
likely differential and/or adverse impact of a policy on people from different groups. If a policy 
results in unfairness or discrimination, then changes to eliminate or lessen the impact 
should be considered. 

4. The purpose of the analysis is to increase participation and inclusion, to change the culture 
of public decision-making and to place a more proactive approach to the promotion of 
equality and fairness at the heart of public policy. The processes involved in conducting the 
analysis should not be looked on as an end in themselves. Instead, it should be borne in 
mind that the aim is the promotion of fairness and equality of opportunity and thus it is the 
outcomes that are of primary concern. In undertaking the EqIA, it is important to keep in mind 
why the ONP is needed, what the intended outcomes are, and how it will be ensured that the 
policies will work as intended. 

2. Methodology 
5. An assessment has been made on whether the ONP has a positive, negative or neutral 

impact on each of the protected characteristics (in so far as data is available). The vision and 
objectives of the Overton Neighbourhood Plan have been assessed, and individual policies 
are highlighted where they are considered likely to have a negative impact. 

 

3. Baseline data 
6. Data for the Parish of Overton is available from the 2021 Census for the following protected 

characteristics: sex, age, disability, race, marriage and civil partnership and religious belief. 

7. No data is available for the following protected characteristics: gender reassignment, 
pregnancy and maternity and sexual orientation. 

  



   
 

4. Overton Neighbourhood Area population characteristics 
 

Total Population – 4,700   2410 females (51.3%) ,  2290 males (48.7%) 

4.1 Age 
Children and young people aged 19 or less 23.0% 

Adults aged 20 to 64 59.8% 

Adults 65 or over 17.2% 

 

4.2 Language 
Main language is English  98.3% 

Can speak English very well 1.2% 

Can speak English well 0.4% 

Cannot speak English well 0.1% 

Cannot speak English NA 

 

4.3 Country of birth 
UK 91.6% 

Outside UK 8.4% 

 

4.4 Ethnic group 
Asian, Asian British or Asian Welsh 0.9% 

 
Black, Black British, Black Welsh, Caribbean or African 0.5% 

 
Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups 1.4% 

 
White 97% 

 
Other ethnic group 0.2% 

 

4.5 Legal partnership status 
Never married and never registered a civil partnership 27.4% 

 
Married or in a registered civil partnership 53.1% 

 
Separated, but still legally married or still legally in a civil 
partnership 

2.5% 
 



   
 

Divorced or civil partnership dissolved 9.0% 
 

Widowed or surviving civil partnership partner 8.0% 

 

 

4.6 Religion 
No religion 42.0% 

Christian 52.8% 

Buddhist 0.3% 

Hindu 0.1% 

Jewish NA 

Muslim 0.1% 

Sikh 0.1% 

Other religion 0.4% 

Not answered 4.2% 

 

4.7 Health 
The local community is generally healthy, with the great majority (85.6%) reporting “very good” or 
“good” health at the time of the 2021 Census. Nevertheless, 14.9% of the local population reported 
disability under the Equality Act. 

Data sourced from NOMIS: https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/ 

5. Process of Community Consultation 
8. All written communications were in English, and it was not considered necessary to translate 

them into any other language. 

9. Throughout the preparation of the ONP the Parish Council has encouraged engagement with 
the local community in planning for the future development of the parish. 

10. Consultations took place after wide ranging publicity using a variety of formats - notices in 
the local area magazine; a questionnaire, Parish website; Facebook; parish notice boards. 
Regular updates were published in the monthly newssheet from the Parish Council, Overton 
News and View, on the Parish website and on Facebook. E-copies of the draft NP and 
supporting documents were available via the Regulation 14 pre-submission page of the 
parish council website and a link was notified to every household with a leaflet drop. Printed 
copies of the draft NP were available on request. A Consultation event where people were 
able to meet members of the NDP group was held on 2 May 2023  

11. The Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Development Plan Consultation period ended at midnight 
on Sunday, March 16th after a 6 week consultation period that allowed both residents and 
statutory consultees to comment on the draft NDP. 



   
 

12. Almost 270 comments were received from 44 residents during this period and the vast 
majority were in favour of the plan. The consultation event held at St. Marys Church rooms on 
Saturday, February 22nd saw over 130 residents take the opportunity to see a display 
outlining the key points in the plan and raise any queries with members of the 
Neighbourhood Plan working group of Overton Parish Council who were in attendance 
throughout the 8 hours the event ran. 

 Full details of the community consultation are in the Consultation Statement. 

6. Likely Impact of the Neighbourhood Plan on Groups with 
Protected Characteristics 

 

6.1 The Vision Statement for the Neighbourhood Area in 2040 is: 
13. ‘Overton will have grown while retaining its special rural characteristics. Growth will not have 

undermined the landscape and will have preserved the essential character of the parish, 
village and outlying hamlets and will have maintained important views into and from the 
countryside. Overton retains its strong sense of community..  

14.  New homes have helped address local need and sustain the demand for local facilities. 
Commercial activity within the parish has also expanded on the back of the growth. The 
historic centre of the village remains the hub of the community offering a diverse choice of 
retail and hospitality opportunities to locals and visitors alike whilst protecting the enjoyment 
of neighbours and ensuring that adequate provision is made for those in outlying settlements 
for whom the village is an important source of facilities.  

15.  The design of new homes on the edge of the village and any infill has respected local 
character and is sensitive to the prevailing styles and forms that represent a village in North 
Hampshire within and adjacent to the North Wessex Downs National Landscape.  A wide 
range of housing types has been provided with an emphasis on providing entry level homes 
for young people and those wishing to downsize. More affordable homes that allow local 
young people to remain in the village have also been provided.   

16. A place that remains a rural village surrounded by open countryside. A place where the 
natural environment and biodiversity is protected and enhanced. Where all residents, young, 
old and with any disability have easy access to the countryside and where the green and blue 
spaces both reach into and are maintained within the village centre’.  

17. The ONP contains a series of objectives. These set out how the Parish Council proposes to 
deliver its vision for the area up to 2040. Delivery of the objectives will be through both 
planning policies and community actions. Each objective is reviewed to assess whether it is 
likely to have an impact on groups within the parish with protected characteristics: 

 

 

 Objective and associated policies Likely 
impact 

 Meeting the village’s future housing needs  

1 The settlement policy boundary (SPB) will be amended to take account 
of the Overton Mill site potential development and the recent 
developments east and south of the village. H1 

Neutral 



   
 

2 New dwellings should be built on brown field sites rather than green 
field sites. H2 

Neutral 

3 To provide convenience and to reduce unnecessary travel for those 
living towards the edge of the settlement area, some small retail 
provision is also likely to be needed in those areas, especially in the 
event of further development at those locations. This must 
complement and not compete with the village centre. H2 

Positive 

4 New housing should be built at densities that would not harm the 
prevailing character of the area in which it is set or the amenity of 
nearby properties. H4, H5 

Neutral 

5 To provide a Design Code specific to the parish that secures high 
quality design that residents and developers can use to inform 
proposals in addition to guidance already available. H5, LEB1 

Neutral 

6 New developments should include natural landscape features, e.g. 
open areas of grass, trees, bushes, ponds etc., and be sensitive to the 
local environment. H5, LEB4 

Neutral 

7 Opportunities for active travel should be a defining aspect of the layout 
and design of new development, including repairing or improving 
existing opportunities where possible. H5, ATP1 

Positive 

8 New housing should minimize energy consumption and climate 
change impact through sustainable approaches to design in 
accordance with at least the highest standards required by regulation. 
H6  

Neutral 

9 New developments should provide sufficient parking for resident’s 
needs and facilitate electric vehicle charging. ATP1, ATP2 

Neutral 

10 New developments should promote active travel without adversely 
impacting public rights of way. ATP1, H2 

Neutral 

 Protecting and enhancing the landscape, natural environment and 
biodiversity whilst maintaining access to it 

 

11 To ensure all new development respects the particular character of the 
area in which it takes place in terms of design, layout, materials and 
sustainability. LEB1 

Neutral 

12 To protect and enhance the parish’s landscape character and heritage, 
including the North Wessex Downs National Landscape, listed 
buildings and other locally important buildings and structures across 
the parish. LEB1, LEB2, H5, VB1 

Neutral 

13 To ensure that the areas surrounding the River Test SSSI and the 
various SINCs in the parish are protected. LEB1, LEB2, LEB3, H2 

Neutral 

14 New dwellings should not adversely affect the River Test SSSI, the River 
Test compensatory Special Area of Conservation (SAC) habitat nor the 
downstream Solent Maritime SAC and Solent & Southampton Water 
SPA.  LEB2 

Neutral 

15 To maintain and enhance existing rights of way and provide new ones in 
the village as well as to and within the surrounding countryside. The 
purpose of new rights of way would be to link new development with 
the village centre and to create more circular walks around the Parish. 
LEB4, H2 

Positive 

16 To protect and enhance the most valued views and vistas to and from 
the surrounding countryside and within the village itself. LEB3 

Neutral 

17 To increase wildlife and improve biodiversity. LEB4 Neutral 
 Maintaining a vibrant village centre  

18 The historic village centre must continue to be the retail, hospitality 
and commercial hub of the parish with a diverse range of services that 
change and expand to meet local need. VB1, VB2 

Positive 



   
 

19 Applications for development within the village centre must respect its 
historic status within the Overton Conservation Area. VB1 

Neutral 

20 Proposals for development of businesses must be assessed for their 
impact on residents living in close proximity to them. VB1 

Positive 

21 Premises that currently house shops, cafés, restaurants or other 
service or retail providers within the village centre must be retained as 
such wherever possible. VB2 

Positive 

 

7. European Convention on Human Rights 
18. The vision, objectives and policies of the ONP have been formulated in response to the 

community’s views and needs through consultation and evidence gathering in the Parish. The 
overall purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is to improve the quality of life for all people living 
and working in the Parish from an environmental, social and economic point of view. 

19. The Parish Council has been mindful of the fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed 
under the European Convention on Human Rights in the process of preparing the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

20. During the Equalities Impact Assessment outlined above the policies were also reviewed for 
compliance with the Human rights Act. The Parish Council considers that the Neighbourhood 
Plan, its vision, objectives and policies comply with the Human Rights Act. 

 

Cllr. Anne Phillips 

Chair – Overton Parish Council 

May 2025 

 




