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Introduction 
When the current Overton Neighbourhood Development Plan1  (NDP) was ‘made’ in 2016 there 
was a requirement to deliver 150 new dwellings in the parish. It was proposed that this would be 
achieved by developing 4 sites- 

Site F – South of Two Gate Lane – 70 dwellings 

Site J – West of Sapley Lane Playing Field – 55 dwellings 

Site A – North West of Overton Primary School – 11 dwellings 

Site B – East of Court Drove – 14 dwellings 

Figure 1 - Location of sites for development in the Overton Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(2016) (outlined in blue) 

Since the current Neighbourhood Development Plan was ‘made’, sites F and J have both been 
built out and delivered a total of 137 dwellings. During the same period, planning permission 

1 OVERTON 

https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/page/64801/ONP%20Overton%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%202016-2029%20-%20July%202016.pdf


has been given for 1 dwelling on Site B against the 14 allocated, but no progress on delivery has 
been made to date. A planning application for 21 dwellings on site A is currently submitted to 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council but has not yet been approved. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council informed Overton Parish Council via the local plan 
update that in addition to the 150 dwellings allocated in the current plan, a further 250 homes 
must be delivered during the period of the new  NDP (see  Regulation 18 Local Plan  page 41 
(para 4.56)).  

In mid-2022 Overton Parish Council was made aware that Portals Paper Mill in Overton would 
close in early 2023 and would be promoted as suitable for housing development. This site has 
been assessed by Portals’ consultants CBRE as suitable for approximately 340 dwellings of 
varying sizes on what is a brown field site. It is included in the Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan 
Update (see link above), which is currently under review. The 340 dwellings are 77 more than the 
current demand placed on the Parish Council of 250 dwellings plus the balance of 13 from the 
current Neighbourhood Development Plan that have not yet been delivered. 

Why are the 2 Outstanding Sites not included in the New 
NDP? 
The 2 outstanding sites from the current NDP are both green field sites where access is via a 
narrow lane. This lane, Court Drove, is the only access road for Overton Primary school which 
has over 400 pupils. Many children are dropped off at school by car which results in significant 
traffic congestion on the road between 8:00 and 9:00 am and again between 3:00 and 4:00 pm. 
This is exacerbated as there is limited room to turn around without blocking the road during the 
manoeuvre. Adding more vehicles to the road during this critical period is not supported by the 
Parish Council. 

The entrance to Site B, land east of Court Drove, would be almost directly opposite the 
pedestrian entrance to the school and the entrance to Site A would be to the north of the 
school, beyond the entrance to the school. This means that building out sites A and B would 
inevitably lead to more congestion on a narrow lane that is already the site of much congestion. 
Additionally, given that the Mill site is brown field and these 2 sites are green field, paragraph 
125 (c) of the National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024)2 states that ‘Planning 
policies should – give substantial weight to the value of using suitable brownfield land within 
settlements for homes and other identified needs, proposals for which should be approved 
unless substantial harm would be caused, and support appropriate opportunities to remediate 
despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated or unstable land.’ The policies within the draft 
Overton Neighbourhood Development satisfy this preference by removing the green field sites in 
the current plan and prioritising development of the derelict Portals Mill site. 

In addition to the points outlined above, the Strategic Environmental Assessment3 undertaken 
by AECOM across all SHELAA sites in Overton to assess the options for delivering the required 
250 dwellings included these 2 sites in Court Drove. These sites were incorporated in a grouping 
of all the SHELAA sites north of the B3400 (Option 1) and compared with a grouping of sites to 
the south of the B3400 (Option 2) as well as with the Portals Mill site (Option 3). The overall 

 
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2  
3 https://overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/  

https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/doclib/4126.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/


result of this assessment was that the Portals Mill site was the preferred option for the delivery 
of the required number of dwellings in Overton.  

Having considered the pros and cons of the 2 Court Drove sites against the Portals Mill site it is 
the view of Overton Parish Council that these sites should not be taken forward for development 
in the new Overton Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 


