
BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
DECISION NOTICE  

Reference: MOS/BS114 

Complainant: Vincent Haines 

Councillor: Anne Court 

Deputy Monitoring Officer: Melanie O’Sullivan 

Independent Person: Judith Curson 

1.1. On 17 February 2015, Vincent Haines (the Complainant) submitted 
a complaint to the Monitoring Officer against Councillor Court.   

1.2. The Complaint alleges that Councillor Court failed to declare an 
interest, it states: 

“This complaint relates to the apparent failure of Cllr Court to 
declare an interest at a meeting of the Development Control 
Committee when voting in support Application ref. no, 
14/02732/FUL, for the erection of one detached dwelling on land 
adjacent to Longholm, West Heath RG26 LE 

Background 

At the meeting of the Development Control Committee on the 2 
July 2014 application ref. no. 14/00881/FUL for erection of a 
detached dwelling adjacent to Longholm was refused on a 
number of grounds, including conflict with Development Plan 
policies. At that meeting the Committee’s the Vice Chairman Cllr 
Mrs. Court declared a non-pecuniary personal interest (which I 
understand related to a friendship with the applicant) and this 
was recorded in the meeting minutes. 

When a further planning application for the erection of a 
detached dwelling adjacent to Longholm (reference number 
14/02732/FUL) came before the Planning Committee on the 19 
November all but one member voted to approve the application 
contrary to the officer recommendation.  Those in support of 
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approval included Cllr Mrs. A. Court who did not declare any 
interest at the meeting and the minutes ratified at the meeting on 
the 17 December 2014 show no interest was declared 
subsequently. 

 
 
Summary of the Facts  
 

1.3. At the meeting of the Development Control Committee on 2 July 

2014, Councillor Court declared an interest in relation to the 

application reference number 14/02732/FUL.  The application was 

also considered at a later committee meeting on 17 December 

2014. At the later meeting Councillor Court did not declare an 

interest.  

 

1.4. Councillor Court has confirmed the nature of her interest.  

Approximately nine years ago her (then) teenage daughter was the 

girlfriend of the applicant’s son. Councillor Court confirmed she 

knew the applicant in so far as they were both “mum’s taxi service”. 

The daughter’s relationship fizzled out and Councillor Court has not 

had any contact with the applicant or the family since.  Councillor 

Court confirmed that she declared it at the first meeting to be open 

and transparent.  

 
1.5. This interest is not a disclosable pecuniary interest, it is therefore 

necessary to consider whether the interest a non-disclosable 

pecuniary interest. The relevant extract of the code of conduct is set 

out below:  

 
“A decision in relation to that business might reasonably be 

regarded as affecting the well-being or financial standing of you 

or a member of your family or a person with whom you have a 

close association to a greater extent than it would affect the 

majority of council tax payers, ratepayers or inhabitants of the 

ward or electoral area for which you have been elected or 

otherwise of the Council’s administrative area,….”  

 

1.6. Given the description of the interest provided by the Councillor 

Court and the fact that she has not seen the individual for 

approximately nine years, Councillor Court cannot be regarded as 

having a close association with the individual.  Councillor Court was 

therefore not required to declare an interest at either meeting.  
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2. Decision  
 
2.1. The Deputy Monitoring Officer has concluded that Councillor Court DID 

NOT breach the Code of Conduct.  

 
 
Right of Appeal 
 
2.2. You have 5 days from the date of this decision to appeal to the 

Monitoring Officer.   

 
Additional Help 
 
2.3. If you need additional support in relation to this or future contact with 

us, please let us know as soon as possible. If you have difficulty 

reading this notice we can make reasonable adjustments to assist you, 

in line with the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act 2000. 

 
2.4. We can also help if English is not your first language. 

 
Signed   

Date 17 March 2015  
 
Deputy Monitoring Officer 
 
 
 


