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Section 1: Introduction
1.1 Purpose of Study
Basingstoke and Deane has a long tradition of sports participation and the Council recognises that
sport and recreation facilities are essential components of the borough’s built infrastructure which
both drive and respond to growth, change and improvement across the borough.
The Council acknowledges that sport, leisure and recreation make a wider contribution to society
than a narrow focus on sports participation might suggest. Sport and recreation play a key role in
meeting key corporate policy priorities by contributing to improvements in the health and quality of
life of its residents as well as contributing greatly to a high quality infrastructure and sense of place.
The Council also notes that sport and recreation are integral and beneficial elements of shared
service provision, such as school sites meeting the sporting needs of both education providers and
the wider community.
With the advent of changing national planning policy and the notable changes to Basingstoke and
Deane in terms of population and housing, the Council were keen to undertake a necessary update
to the previous Leisure and Recreation Needs Assessment (LRNA) from 2008. This updated LRNA is
also an essential component of the emerging Local Plan and requisite Infrastructure Development
Plan. This overall review is also supported by the Council’s new Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) which
has been developed in conjunction with this report. Whilst the key recommendations of the PPS are
presented in this report, the overall strategy itself (and its specific evidence base including AGPs) is
presented within a separate document that complements this study.
1.2 Policy Context
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is clear about the role that sport can play in
delivering sustainable communities by promoting health and well-being and improving people’s
quality of life. Sport England, working within the provisions of the NPPF, wishes to see local planning
policy protect, enhance and provide for sports facilities based on robust and up-to-date assessments
of need, as well as helping to realise the wider benefits that participation in sport can bring.
This LRNA provides detailed evidence that supports both Sport England’s and the Council’s own
aspirations and ensures that the importance of sports facility provision becomes and remains a
central part of planning policy and development management for Basingstoke and Deane.
This detailed assessment of sport and recreation facility needs in Basingstoke and Deane is also a
vital part of the Council’s wider aim of developing and delivering sound policies. Sound policy can
only be developed in the context of objectively assessed needs, which are in turn used to inform the
development of a strategy for sport and recreation. The priorities and high level policies which are
referred to within this study document focus on how best to protect, enhance and provide
appropriate sports facilities and represent the basis for consistent application through development
management within Basingstoke and Deane.
Following the most up to date guidance from Sport England, this study takes a clearly justified and
positive approach to planning for sport. The study has been positively prepared (based on objectively
assessed needs), is consistent with national policy (reflecting the NPPF), is justified (having
considered alternatives) and effective (being deliverable). This combination of factors ensures that
the study provides a sound basis for future policies in order to inform decisions about future provision
and investment, in particular S106 and the forthcoming Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).
The CIL was established to enable planning authorities to set a charge for new development in their
area and use the funds collected to provide supporting infrastructure. The Regulations require the
local authority to demonstrate that it has an infrastructure funding gap and then use evidence to
demonstrate that the proposed CIL rates are economically viable in order to set a CIL which will be
accepted as sound by an inspector.
The Draft Charging Schedule was published for consultation between 7 November and 19 December
2014. The Council is currently analysing the responses and intends to submit the Draft Charging
Schedule for an Examination during 2015, following Examination of the Local Plan.
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The Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan (2011-2029) was submitted to the Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government via the Planning Inspectorate for formal examination on 9
October 2014. Following feedback from the Inspector, this has been updated and published for
public consultation. It will be reexamined in autumn 2015 with a view that it will be adopted in
spring 2016.
This assessment will inform Policy CN8 – Community, Leisure and Cultural Facilities. This assessment
will support the following approach to leisure and culture as identified in the Local Plan:
“As part of the Local Plan objective to advance the health and well-being of the borough’s
communities, the Council will seek to reinforce existing levels of infrastructure in relation to
community, leisure and cultural facilities in order to support increased and sustained participation
within local communities. This will help to reduce inequalities in the frequency of participation,
increase accessibility and encourage more community involvement from a wider cross section of
residents. Accommodating the needs and expectations of younger and older people is a particular
priority”.
The soundness of an evidence base will be tested through the scrutiny of such policy where it is used
to justify a particular position. This study does not advocate one single measure of the soundness
of evidence, but by providing up-to-date data and an evidence base which has been systematically
prepared in line with national guidance and best practice it will ensure Basingstoke and Deane can
continue to present a logical and defensible position for the provision of sport and recreation now
and into the future.
This is an exciting time for the Council and its partners as the borough updates its previous policy
base and has a chance to update the local plan with this research in time with the overall review of
the Local Plan evidence and policy base. A more detailed and informed infrastructure delivery plan,
as part of the updated Local Plan is a key outcome from this detailed study.
Basingstoke and Deane remains a priority area for housing growth and regeneration, and as the
market continues its slow growth, the area is set for notable future changes. In addition to the
specific needs for sport and physical activity facilities (including playing pitches), the study has also
reviewed the outline needs for Open Space within the borough and the headline investment needs
and typologies associated with the expected population growth and changes.
1.3 Sport and Physical Activity - Health, Wellbeing and the Local Economy in Basingstoke
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council are committed to improving the quality of life for all of their
communities. Evidence from Sport England shows that increasing participation in sport and physical
activity can reduce health inequalities, spur economic growth, and energise community engagement.
A number of key statistics taken from Sport England’s Local Sport Profile Tool highlight the
importance of physical activity nationally with further indication below of how this impacts on the
residents of Basingstoke and Deane.
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

17% of deaths are caused by inactivity. International comparison shows physical inactivity
is a greater cause of death nationally than almost every other economically comparable country.
£7.4bn is the estimated figure that physical inactivity costs the national economy in
healthcare, premature deaths and sickness absence.
£1,760 - £6,900 can be saved in healthcare costs per person by taking part in sport.
£20.3bn was contributed to the English economy in 2010 through sport and sport-related
activity.
29% increase in numeracy levels can be achieved by underachieving young people who take
part in sport.
£7.35 is the estimated return on investment for every £1 spent on sports for at-risk youth
through, for example, reducing crime and anti-social behaviour.
The cost of inactivity for Basingstoke and Deane is estimated at £2.4million per year.
Over a quarter of all people in Basingstoke and Deane (27%) are inactive

www.continuumleisure.co.uk
P a g e |6

BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – LEISURE AND RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT
FINAL REPORT MAY 2015 – VERSION 3
Alongside the health related factors, Sport England have also highlighted the economic value of sport
for Basingstoke and Deane. Headline figures include:
o
o
o

Gross Value Added for Sports Participation in Basingstoke and Deane totals
£39.5million per year – this covers subscription fees, equipment and sportswear.
Gross Value Added for non-participation related sport totals £22million – including
spectator sports and subscriptions.
The total value of the industry to Basingstoke and Deane across both participation and
non-participation activities totals £61.5million.

The need to continue to invest into sport and physical activity is clear from both a health perspective
and from an economic value for Basingstoke and Deane. This study highlights the leading
infrastructure needs for sport across all facility types, agreed within the project brief, and the
investment needs highlighted within the study will contribute significantly towards growing the
number of Basingstoke and Deane’s residents who regularly play sport and are physically active as
the Council works hard to reduce the health related factors associated with inactivity and grow this
vibrant element of the local economy.
1.4 Report Content
Section 2 outlines the methodology and approach taken by the Consultant Team with regards to the
indoor and built sports facilities, PPS as well as the Open Spaces overview. Section 3 outlines the
local context for Basingstoke in terms of current participation and the costs of inactivity, as well as
future housing growth and population increase.
Section 4 outlines the relevant local, regional and national policies and priorities that the Consultant
Team have reviewed which both influence and can be influenced by built facility provision and playing
pitches. Section 5 outlines the structure and wide ranging consultation undertaken by the Consultant
Team, including a summation of the leading issues and influences. Section 6 outlines the quantity,
quality and accessibility assessments undertaken by the Consultant Team for each sports facility
type identified within the methodology in Section 2.
Section 7 outlines the gaps and investment needs for Open Spaces within Basingstoke and Deane
as part of the wider infrastructure needs for the borough. Section 8 provides a summation of the
key priorities and actions highlighted in Sections 6 and 7 in the form of short, medium and long term
action plans. Section 9 provides an overall summary and key next steps.
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Section 2: Methodology and Approach
2.1 National Guidance and Context
Sport England’s Assessing Needs and Opportunities Guide (ANOG) for Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Facilities provides the recommended approach to undertaking a robust assessment of need for indoor
and outdoor sports facilities to meet the requirements of the Government’s NPPF, which states that:
‘Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can make an important
contribution to the health and well-being of communities. Planning policies should be based on robust
and up-to-date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and recreation facilities and
opportunities for new provision. The assessments should identify specific needs and quantitative or
qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and recreational facilities in the local area.
Information gained from the assessments should be used to determine what open space, sports and
recreational provision is required.’ (NPPF, Paragraph 73)
This section shows how the Consultant Team has used and applied the ANOG methodology to
produce the updated LRNA.
It should be noted that whilst this overall guidance applies to both the LRNA and the PPS, a more
detailed description of the specific project management phases of the PPS is provided within that
document.
2.2 Prepare and Tailor the Approach
In line with Sport England’s guidance the Consultant Team worked with the Council to ensure the
indoor and built sports facility assessment was agreed and focused on the needs of the Council. This
included:
o Establishment of a Project Steering Group to oversee the study process.
o Detailed review of the specific needs for Basingstoke and Deane.
o Approval of proposed methodology with Basingstoke and Deane and Sport England.
o Agreement of indoor and outdoor sites for inclusion in study with Basingstoke and Deane and
for the Playing Pitches Sport England and the National Governing Bodies of Sport.
o Agreement of parameters of the study with Basingstoke and Deane and Sport England, including
facility types to be included within the assessment and specifications.
o Consultation with Sport England regarding the use of national planning tools.
The parameters of this study (the indoor and built sports facility types assessed and their respective
specifications) are set out below:
o Swimming Pools over 20m in length or 160m2 with community access
o Sports Halls over 3 courts in size (or 27m x 17m) with community access
o Health and Fitness Suites (gym space) offering over 20 stations
o Indoor Bowls Facilities
o Squash Courts
o Tennis Courts – indoor and outdoor
o Artificial Grass Pitches (AGPs) – analysis in PPS
o Grass Playing Pitches – analysis in PPS
o Specialist Sports Facilities

Martial Arts Facilities (dedicated permanent facilities)

Gymnastics Facilities (dedicated facilities)

Athletics Facilities

Table Tennis

Boxing
The study does not cover community halls or golf courses with the former having been reviewed
previously by the council itself in detail and the latter not part of the agreed brief and would need
to be considered as part of any updates to the Green Infrastructure Strategy 2013.
In addition to this a high level (desk-based) analysis of Green Space provision by typology and
geographical distribution was undertaken to identify potential shortfalls in type, amount and location.
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2.3 Gather Information
The Consultant Team analysed the available data held by Basingstoke and Deane on sports facilities,
including:
o Basingstoke and Deane Submitted Local Plan (2014)
o Leisure & Recreation Needs Assessment Study Report 2008
o Strategic Plan for Sport & Recreation Plan 2012 - 2029
o Green Infrastructure Strategy 2013 – 2029
o Basingstoke Swimming Options Review 2013
o Community Buildings Strategy 2014
o Audits/ Condition Surveys / maintenance plans main leisure facilities.
o Active Places Power database (Sport England)
o Usage data for all available facilities
o FPM runs and Facilities Audit Data made available by Sport England for key facility types
o Audits/ Condition Surveys / maintenance plans main leisure facilities
o Find a pitch/court databases (FF/LTA)
o Existing NBS survey results (where existing)
o National Governing Body of Sport datasets (where available)
2.3.1 Planning Tools
The Consultant Team also undertook detailed supply and demand analysis using a range of national
planning tools. They are listed below with an explanation of the rationale for utilising them:
o Active Places Power database, Sport England: to assess the type and quantity of indoor sport
and recreation facilities in Basingstoke and Deane. The database lists sports halls, swimming
pools, health and fitness suites, indoor tennis centres, indoor bowls facilities and squash courts
in Basingstoke.
o Facilities Planning Model (FPM), Sport England: to assess the strategic provision of sports halls
and swimming pools in Basingstoke, including an analysis of supply and demand which assesses
the capacity of existing facilities for a particular sport to meet local demand for that sport taking
into account how far people are prepared to travel to a facility. FPM findings are only available
for sports halls, swimming pools and AGPs in Basingstoke. This analysis also included a review
of the FPM scenarios from the Swimming Options study in 2013.
o Sports Facility Calculator (SFC), Sport England: to estimate the amount of demand for indoor
sport and recreation facilities in Basingstoke that is created by a given population. Specifically
the SFC helps to quantify how much additional demand for indoor sport and recreation facilities
is generated by populations of new growth, development and regeneration areas. The SFC can
only be used for sports halls, swimming pools and indoor bowls centres in Basingstoke.
o Market Segmentation Tool, Sport England: to explore which adult market segments in
Basingstoke are most likely to play or want to play particular sports and use particular indoor
sport and recreation facilities. This helps to determine demand and latent demand in Basingstoke
for particular facilities.
2.3.2 Site Audits
Based on the parameters for the LRNA which were agreed with Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council, the Consultant Team developed a list of sports facility sites which would be the subject of
a non-technical quality assessment. A list of 92 sites (including a number of multi sport / facility
sites) to be audited and assessed was agreed with the Council’s Client Team. The agreed sites are
listed below in Figure 2.1.
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Figure 2.1: Site Audit List

Facility Name
1. Aldworth Science College

Indoor / Built
Sports Hall

2.
3.

Anytime Fitness (Basingstoke)**
Ashford Hill

Gym

4.
5.

Ashford Hill With Headley
Aspects Of Fitness Ltd

Gym

6.
7.

Barlow’s Park
Basingstoke Aquadrome

Leisure Centre

8.

Basingstoke Gymnastics Club

Gymnastics

9.

Basingstoke Sports And Social Club

Squash Courts

Sports Pitches
Youth Football Pitches
Football and Cricket
Football

10. Basingstoke Sports Centre
11. Basingstoke Town Bowls Club

Football, Rugby and
Cricket

Leisure Centre
Outdoor Bowls
Football

12. Basingstoke Town FC Camrose
13. Batts Meadow

Tennis

14. Bluewave

Martial Arts

15. Brighton Hill Community School

Sports Hall

Adult Football

16. Brighton Hill PF
17. Burghclere Road

Football, Rugby, Cricket
(NTP)
Football
Football

18. Burghclere Sports Club
19. Castle Fields

Football
Football

20. Chute Recreation Ground
21. Clere Community School

Tennis
Sports Hall

Football
Football, Rugby, Cricket

22. Clift Meadow
23. Costello Technology College

Tennis
Sports Hall
Sports Hall and Swimming
Pool

Football, Cricket
Football, Rugby

25. Down Grange Sports Facility
26. Echinswell

Athletics,

Rugby, AGP, Football

27. Everest Community School
28. Fairfields Recreation Centre

Gym, Sports Hall, AGP
Tennis

24. Cranbourne Business & Enterprise College

Football, Rugby

Football
Football, Cricket
Cricket

29. Fairleigh Wallop*
30. Fieldgate Centre

Football, Rugby, Cricket

31. Fitness First Health Club (Basingstoke)
32. Fort Hill Community Centre

Gym
Gym

33. Gladiator's Gym
34. Hampshire Court Hotel

Gym
Gym and indoor tennis

35. Hannington Playing Field / Michaels Field
36. Hatchwarren Community Centre
37. Heath End Recreation Ground*
38. Herriard Sports Club

Football
Football, Cricket
Tennis

39. Highclere Rec
40. Holding Field*
41. Hook & Newham Basics
42. Horizons Health & Fitness Club (Basingstoke)

Football
Football, Cricket
Football
Football
Cricket

Gym

43. Horris Hill School *
44. Hurstbourne Priors Recreation Ground

Sports Hall

45. Hurst Community College
46. Intec Fitness Centre

Gym
Racquet Club and Gym

Cricket
Football, Cricket (NTP)
Football

47. Kemshot Village Hall*
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Facility Name
48. Kingsclere Bowling Club*

Indoor / Built
Outdoor Bowls

49. Kingsclere Recreation Ground
50. Loddon Vale Indoor Bowling Club

Outdoor Bowls, Tennis
Indoor Bowls

51. Longmeadow Sports Centre
52. Manydown Tennis Centre**

Indoor and Outdoor Bowls
Tennis

53. Mapledurwell Recreation Ground
54. Marnell Bowling Club

Tennis
Outdoor Bowls

Sports Pitches

Football
Football

55. Marnwell Junior School
56. Merton Rise Playing fields*

Football
Football, Cricket

57. Mortimer West PF
58. Newfound Sports Ground
59. Oakley Bowls Club

Outdoor Bowls

60. Old Basing Recreation Ground

Outdoor Bowls, Tennis

61. Overton Recreation Centre
62. Overton Recreation Centre – Berrydown
recreation ground

Tennis

Football
Cricket
Football, Cricket
Football, Cricket
Rugby

63. Overton Rugby Club
64. Peter Houseman Field

Football
Football

65. Pineapple Field
66. Post Office Field,

Football
Football

67. Preston Candover
Sports Hall, Swimming Pool
and AGP

Football, Rugby

68. Queen Marys College Sports Centre
69. Ramsdell Cricket Club
70. Russell Howard Park

Tennis
Outdoor Bowls, Netball

Cricket
Football, Cricket (NTP)

Sports Hall

Football
Football, Cricket, Rugby

71. Sherbourne Road
72. Sherfield School
73. Sherfield Park Community Centre

Football

74. Shin Gi Tai
75. Silchester PF
76. St Mary Bourne

Martial Arts

77. St Michaels School*

Sports Hall

78. Stratton Park
79. Tadley Swimming Pool

Tennis
Swimming Pool

80. Testbourne Community School
81. The Club And Spa - Basingstoke Country Hotel

Sports Hall
Gym

Football

82. The Green, Sherfield
83. The William Holding Field
84. Thornycroft Bowls Club*

Tennis
Tennis
Outdoor Bowls

Football and Cricket

85. Totally Tennis Basingstoke

Indoor Tennis

86. Vyne Community School
87. War Memorial Park
88. Waterend

Sports Hall

Outdoor Bowls

Football, Cricket
Football, Cricket

Football, Rugby
Football
Football

89. Wield Recreation Ground
90. Whitchurch Cricket Club

Football
Cricket

91. Whitchurch FC
92. Winklebury Playing Fields

Football
Football

93. Woolton Hill

Football
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* Denotes sites that were not seen, as they did not responded to site visit requests or not open for
community use.
**Denotes sites that did not wish to be included in the qualitative assessment.
Each of the built facility sites audited by the Consultant Team was the subject of an outline quality
assessment and scored out of 5 across the following 7 key areas:
o Playing Area: the quality of the main sport and recreation facilities at the site (e.g. sports hall
playing surface).
o Maintenance: decorative order and cleanliness of the facilities at the site.
o Changing Facilities: the quality of the changing provision at the site.
o Ancillary Facilities: the quality of the ancillary facility offer at the site (e.g. storage, seating, café,
meeting rooms)
o Community Access: how accessible the site is to the community.
o Accessibility for Disabled People: the quality facilities and accessibility of the site for disabled
people.
o Car Parking: the quality of the car parking offer at the site.
The scoring metric used in the facility quality assessments is set out below:
o 1 = very poor quality; in need of urgent improvement; clearly not fit for purpose
o 2 = limited quality; improvements required in a number of areas; very basic standard of
provision
o 3 = average quality; fit for purpose; improvements required in some areas; adequate standard
of provision
o 4 = good quality; accessible; some high quality aspects
o 5 = very good quality; very accessible; no obvious issues/improvement required
Based on the results on the non-technical quality assessment each site was given a mean quality
score. This was done by calculating the mean/average of the scores across the 7 assessment areas.
The playing pitches and AGPs were scored in accordance with NGB sport specific non-technical pitch
quality assessment form contained within the PPS methodology. It has been designed to help with
developing an understanding of the quality of a pitch and highlight any particular issues and to be
used by the most appropriate person within the project team or steering group.
The scoring metric used in the AGP quality assessments is set out below:
o <=50 = poor
o 51-79 = standard
o 80+ = good
2.3.3 Green Spaces Review
The overall study also includes a review of the supply and future demand for green space provision
within Basingstoke. This element of the study was to ensure an understanding of specific needs of
the borough by collating information on the existing green space provision in Basingstoke and Deane
together with geographic and socio-economic context.
The approach followed to complete this study is set out below. The study involved three main tasks:
review of existing documentation; consideration of green space requirements to address existing
deficiencies; and consideration of green space requirements to address future green space
deficiencies.
Task 1: Review of existing green space provision in Basingstoke and Deane
To ensure an understanding of specific needs of the borough, information was collated on the existing
green space provision in Basingstoke and Deane together with geographic and socio-economic
context. The following documents and data have been reviewed during the preparation of this study:
o Green Infrastructure Strategy for Basingstoke and Deane (2013 to 2029)
o Basingstoke and Deane Pre-Submission Local Plan 2011 to 2029: draft for public consultation –
August 2013
o The Borough of Basingstoke and Deane Leisure and Recreation Needs Assessment September
2008
o Demographic
analysis
for
Basingstoke
and
Deane:
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/browse/council-and-democracy/statistics-and-censusinformation/
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o
o

Revised Basingstoke and Deane Pre-submission Local 2011 to 2029 Infrastructure Delivery Plan
Draft for public consultation – April 2014
Compilation and review of current open space data provided by Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council

Task 2: Assessing the green space requirements to address existing deficiencies
Using the standards set out within the Green Infrastructure Strategy, the existing green space and
equipped play provision in Basingstoke and Deane was reviewed by Ward and Parish.
Wards and Parishes which are deficient in green space provision are then considered in detail to
consider the type of green space which should be delivered to address these deficiencies.
Task 3: Assessing the green space requirements to address the anticipated increase in population
Using data provided by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council to identify housing allocation sites,
the affected Wards and Parishes are assessed to identify future green space and equipped play
provision needs in terms of quantity and type.
Task 4: Preparation of indicative capital costs for future green space provision
Indicative capital costs have been prepared to help guide the delivery and enhancement of green
spaces in Basingstoke and Deane. The capital costs were prepared using Spon’s Landscape and
External Works Price Book 2015, together with rates and prices from tenders recently received where
appropriate.
2.3.4 Strategy and Policy Review
In order to ensure that the LRNA takes account of relevant local, regional and national policies and
priorities the Consultant Team reviewed a range of strategies, policies and plans. The focus of this
element of the methodology is to identify specific corporate priorities for Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council which both influence and can be influenced by improved sports facility provision.
Moreover, the strategy and policy review identifies how the borough’s sports facility stock impacts
on regional and national policy agendas, as well as how this impact can be enhanced in the future.
2.3.5 Consultation Process
The LRNA is underpinned by a thorough and robust consultation process to ensure that the
conclusions and recommendations are sound and firmly grounded in local need and demand. The
consultation process consisted of the following key elements:
o Detailed telephone interviews with relevant National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) and Sport
Hampshire and Isle of Wight, Public Health, Parks and Open Spaces, Senior Strategic Planning
Lead (Education) from the County Council.
o An online survey of NGBs, local sports clubs, schools, parish councils and community
associations.
o Face to face meetings with key partners and stakeholders - Serco Operations Manager,
Basingstoke and Deane Community Leisure Trust, Basingstoke Sports Centre Trust Planning
Policy Officer for Basingstoke and Deane.
o Site visit interviews with education providers, specialist / dedicated facility providers – e.g.
gymnastics, martial arts, indoor tennis, health and fitness.
o SportsTalk conference workshops.
The focus of this element of the methodology was to canvas the views of a wide range of partners,
stakeholders, facility users and local people on the quantity, quality and accessibility of indoor and
outdoor sports provision in Basingstoke and Deane.
2.4 Bring Information Together
Following completion of stages 2.2 and 2.3 of the methodology the Consultant Team was in a position
to draw conclusions and make recommendations based on a large, detailed and robust evidence
base. The key findings of the review process are presented in sports facility specific sections which
present the following information for each facility type under review:
o Quantitative Assessment

Supply and Demand Analysis
o Qualitative Assessment

Non-Technical Quality Assessment
o Accessibility Assessment

Distance thresholds

www.continuumleisure.co.uk
P a g e | 13

BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – LEISURE AND RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT
FINAL REPORT MAY 2015 – VERSION 3
o
o

Local Needs and Consultation
Priorities and Standards for each facility type

The priorities identified for each facility type are based on a detailed assessment of needs and
opportunities through multiple planning tools, research techniques and consultation methods. The
priorities identified for the different indoor sports facility types relate to:
o Quantitative Standards
o Qualitative Standards
o Accessibility Standards
2.4.1 Setting Standards for Provision – Revised and Updated Approach
The focus of Sport England’s latest guidance on strategic planning for community sports facilities is
for all local authorities and planning departments to provide a more localised picture of need, based
on local evidence and the use of national planning tools in the most relevant and robust way. Sport
England is advising local authorities and their planning departments to move away from a blanket
approach to setting standards for sports facility provision based on numerical standards and
comparisons with other local authorities (where supply and demand can be influenced by a wide
range of other factors).
Sport England advises against focusing on one single tool for determining standards for sports facility
provision on the basis that a more detailed, layered and localised approach to the assessment of
needs and opportunities at a local authority level is required as a basis for future policy. The
Consultant Team has therefore assessed the leading facility types based on the supply and demand
balance as well as levels of unmet demand, utilising the planning tools described in the methodology
alongside findings from the detailed consultation process, online survey results, non-technical quality
assessments and accessibility assessments. This has resulted in the formation of a more localised
picture of needs and priorities for each indoor sports facility type which should be considered in the
context of future supply and demand changes as well as evolving investment requirements.
Basingstoke and Deane is following Sport England guidance with regard to forward planning and the
priorities set out in this study are based on a meticulously assembled local picture. The priorities
identified are specific to each of the leading indoor facility types that have been assessed and are
categorised under the Protect, Enhance and Provide headings:
o PROTECT sports facilities from loss as a result of redevelopment.
o ENHANCE existing facilities through improving their quality, accessibility and management.
o PROVIDE new facilities that are fit for purpose to meet demands for participation now and in
the future.
Basingstoke and Deane is keen to follow this guidance on strategic planning and assessing needs
and opportunities whilst maintaining a pragmatic approach to any new facility provision given the
difficult economic circumstances that all local authorities are currently experiencing and will continue
to experience for many years across all areas of service provision.
This process culminates in a clear and reasoned set of priorities for the Council which are rooted in
a thorough and robust assessment of needs and opportunities related to sport, leisure and recreation
facility provision in Basingstoke and Deane.
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Section 3: Basingstoke and Deane Context
When assessing the quantity, quality and accessibility of sport and recreation facilities in a particular
area it is important to consider the propensity of the local population to be active and participate in
sport and active recreation. An understanding of local participation levels and preferences helps to
inform an assessment of levels of need and demand for particular sport and recreation facility types.
It also provides useful insight on how existing facilities can be enhanced to better meet the needs
of local people.
An overview of participation levels in Basingstoke and Deane and its geographical neighbours based
on Sport England’s Active People Survey results is provided within this section of the study. Sport
England’s Market Segmentation research is also examined to determine priority groups and issues
within the borough. This research offers useful information about the potential barriers to
participation, motivating factors and the sports and activities that population segments within
Basingstoke and Deane are most likely to want to participate in.
An understanding of the population profile of Basingstoke and Deane is also essential to ensuring
that any recommendations made reflect the community’s requirements.
3.1 Participation
3.1.1 Sport England’s Active People Survey
Sport England’s Active People Survey provides the most comprehensive assessment of levels of
sports participation across the country at a local authority, county, regional and national level. The
annual survey results can be used to identify general patterns and trends in participation across a
number of years. The following analysis utilises data from seven surveys that have been conducted
by Sport England: APS 1 (2005/6), APS 2 (2007/8), APS 3 (2008/9), APS 4 (2009/10), APS 5
(2010/11), APS 6 (2011/12), APS 7 (2012/13) and APS 8 (2013/14). This evolving body of data
allows for a comparison of performance over time across a range of sport and physical activity
participation indicators.
This section in particular, considers existing sport and physical activity participation rates in
Basingstoke and Deane to assess likely demand for enhanced quality, quantity and accessibility of
sports facilities in the borough and help identify the types of facilities and opportunities that should
be provided in order to meet local needs.
Figure 3.1: At least 1 x 30 minutes per week moderate intensity participation in sport (16+)

England

2005/06
(APS1)
34.2%

2007/08
(APS2)
35.8%

2008/09
(APS3)
35.7%

2009/10
(APS4)
35.3%

2010/11
(APS5)
34.8%

2011/12
(APS6)
36.0%

2012/13
(APS7)
35.2%

2013/14
(APS8)
35.8%

South East

36.7%

38.0%

36.9%

37.0%

35.7%

37.4%

36.2%

37.2%

Basingstoke and
Deane
East Hampshire
Winchester
Test Valley
Hart

41.1%

35.4%

34.8%

32.0%

37.5%

37.6%

32.6%

34.1%

37.4%
40.2%
40.1%
42.1%

39.4%
42.0%
38.2%
44.7%

38.4%
39.8%
36.4%
44.4%

34.7%
43.2%
40.1%
43.5%

38.8%
41.1%
36.2%
41.1%

38.9%
42.3%
37.4%
43.6%

36.7%
41.9%
37.4%
40.5%

39.2%
41.8%
45.0%
45.3%

West Berkshire

39.7%

39.2%

37.8%

35.7%

37.5%

38.3%

37.9%

41.2%

Area

Wokingham

43.5%

43.6%

44.6%

44.1%

38.1%

40.6%

41.0%

41.0%

Figure 3.1 compares the fluctuating rates of participation in moderate intensity sport for at least 30
minutes once a week amongst adults in Basingstoke and Deane and its geographical neighbours,
South East and England, between 2005/6 and 2013/14. Participation in 1 x 30 minutes of sport in
Basingstoke was at its highest in 2005/6 (APS1) at 41.1%. Participation dropped to its lowest in
figure of 32% in 2009/10 (APS4). The most recent active people survey (APS8) recorded
participation for 1x30 minutes of sport in Basingstoke and Deane at 34.1% which is lower than the
national, regional and geographical neighbour figures for the same period. The comparatively low
rates of participation in 1x30 minutes of sport may indicate a need to develop the sport facilities and
opportunities available in the borough and improve the accessibility of the current facility supply.
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Figure 3.2 illustrates the number of adults who have not participated in any sport in the 28 days
from when they were surveyed.
Figure 3.2: No sport: Number of adults (16+) who have not participated in any sessions of sport in
the last 28 days.

Area

2005/06
(APS1)

2007/08
(APS2)

2008/09
(APS3)

2009/10
(APS4)

2010/11
(APS5)

2011/12
(APS6)

2012/13
(APS7)

2013/14
(APS8)

England

54.30%

51.20%

52.30%

52.50%

51.50%

51.10%

52.00%

52.60%

South East

51.20%

47.90%

50.00%

50.60%

49.50%

48.90%

50.00%

50.40%

Basingstoke
and Deane

47.20%

48.30%

53.10%

54.70%

47.30%

49.60%

51.70%

55.30%

East
Hampshire

49.40%

46.90%

50.60%

52.20%

46.40%

49.80%

49.70%

48.10%

Winchester

44.60%

40.30%

42.60%

42.30%

43.40%

40.50%

45.50%

40.90%

Test Valley

48.90%

46.30%

47.50%

47.70%

49.60%

44.70%

50.90%

45.10%

Hart

48.00%

45.20%

47.00%

52.00%

42.40%

44.30%

48.70%

47.00%

West
Berkshire

48.60%

44.50%

44.70%

46.70%

43.10%

43.10%

42.80%

43.20%

Wokingham

43.30%

43.00%

41.90%

44.50%

44.70%

42.50%

42.00%

45.60%

As shown in Figure 3.2 the rate of non-participation for Basingstoke and Deane has increased by
8.1% between 2005/06 (APS1) and 2012/13 (APS7), this reflects the decline in 1x 30mins sport
participation shown in figure 3.1. The highest rate of non-participation was recorded in the most
recent active people survey (APS8) at 55.30%. Current non-participation in sport is higher than the
national, regional and geographical neighbour figures for the same period.
Figure 3.3 illustrates the number of adults in Basingstoke and Deane and its geographical
neighbours, South East and England who are taking part in sport and active recreation for at least
30 minutes three times per week.

www.continuumleisure.co.uk
P a g e | 16

BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – LEISURE AND RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT
FINAL REPORT MAY 2015 – VERSION 3
Figure 3.3: Sport and active recreation: Number of adults (16+) participating in at least 30 minutes
of sport and active recreation, at moderate intensity 3 times per week.

2005/06
(APS1)

2007/08
(APS2)

2008/09
(APS3)

2009/10
(APS4)

2010/11
(APS5)

2011/12
(APS6)

2012/13
(APS7)

2013/14
(APS8)

England

21.30%

21.60%

21.90%

22.10%

21.80%

22.90%

26.00%

24.70%

South East

22.90%

22.70%

23.30%

23.10%

22.80%

24.70%

26.90%

25.90%

Basingstoke
and Deane

26.40%

24.90%

24.00%

21.00%

22.30%

26.60%

24.60%

25.10%

East
Hampshire

24.30%

26.40%

27.00%

22.80%

25.50%

31.10%

25.20%

28.70%

Winchester

28.00%

28.40%

26.20%

28.00%

23.70%

24.10%

26.90%

31.10%

Test Valley

27.00%

22.90%

26.30%

25.80%

22.40%

26.80%

29.20%

26.60%

Hart

26.50%

22.30%

25.80%

20.60%

27.10%

27.40%

25.30%

27.70%

West
Berkshire

25.90%

25.40%

23.00%

29.80%

29.90%

27.10%

35.00%

28.10%

Wokingham

25.60%

24.60%

30.20%

24.70%

22.50%

29.60%

27.90%

28.60%

Area

Figure 3.3 shows that participation in sport and active recreation was at its highest in 2011/12
(APS6) at 26.60% and at its lowest in 2009/10 (APS4) at 21%. Participation in 1x30 minutes of
sport and active recreation has decreased by 1.3% between 2005/06 and 2013/14. The current
percentage recorded for this measure in active people survey 8 is 25.10% this is higher than the
national average of 24.70% but lower than the regional average of 25.90% and lower than all the
geographical neighbour percentages for the same period.
Figure 3.4 illustrates the percentage of adults surveyed in Basingstoke and Deane and its
geographical neighbours, South East and England who reported that they would like to take part in
more sport over the next 12 months.
Figure 3.4: Latent demand: Number of adults (16+) who would like to do more sport over the next
12 months

Area

2005/06
(APS1)

2007/08
(APS2)

2008/09
(APS3)

2009/10
(APS4)

2010/11
(APS5)

2011/12
(APS6)

2012/13
(APS7)

2013/14
(APS8)

England

*

53.80%

54.20%

53.60%

54.90%

55.40%

57.50%

55.90%

South East

*

53.20%

54.30%

53.00%

55.10%

55.90%

56.70%

56.50%

Basingstoke
and Deane

*

48.40%

52.90%

57.90%

51.80%

56.00%

59.90%

51.20%

East
Hampshire

*

49.60%

53.70%

48.80%

53.80%

52.20%

54.80%

53.00%

Winchester

*

52.90%

56.40%

56.30%

53.70%

59.10%

55.00%

53.00%

Test Valley

*

53.40%

54.30%

46.80%

56.40%

55.80%

52.60%

55.30%

Hart

*

54.10%

57.00%

54.50%

57.80%

54.90%

57.80%

64.60%

West
Berkshire

*

51.60%

54.10%

56.80%

57.50%

53.10%

63.60%

61.30%

Wokingham

*

56.60%

58.30%

53.30%

57.80%

58.90%

54.40%

47.50%
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Figure 3.4 shows us that 51.20% of adults surveyed in the latest active people survey (APS8) would
like to do more sport over the next 12 months, although this is lower than the national, regional and
all but one of the geographical neighbour figures, it indicates a good level of latent demand for sports
activity in the borough which has increased by 2.8% between 2007/06 (APS2) and 2013/14 (APS8).
Latent demand was at its highest in 2012/13 (APS7) at 59.90%.
3.1.2 Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool
In order to develop the Market Segmentation Tool, Sport England analysed its own research and
data on the English adult population (aged 18+) and produced 19 market segments with distinct
sporting behaviours and attitudes. The Market Segmentation Tool provides a range of information
including specific sports and activities that people want to take part in as well as identifying leading
motivating factors for participating in sport, the propensity to participate and the barriers to doing
more sport facing particular groups. Market Segmentation data is useful to consider alongside the
findings of the Active People Survey, as it allows an assessment of people’s propensity to participate
in certain sports and activities. Market Segmentation can give an indication of why some groups
may not be participating, and what could encourage them to participate more.
The key market segments for Basingstoke and Deane as shown in Figure 3.6, based on segment
size and geographical dominance are:
Segment
Segment
Segment
Segment
Segment

06
11
07
12
03

– Settling down males: Tim (36-45) 12.8%
– Comfortable mid-life Males: Philip (46-55) 10.4%
– Stay at home Mums: Alison (36-45) 7.5%
- Empty Nest Career Ladies: Elaine (46-45) 6.9%
- Fitness class friends: Chloe (18-25) 6.3%

Tim is the dominant adult market segment in Basingstoke and Deane with Philip, Alison, Elaine and
Chloe also dominant, indicating a varied resident population.
Figure 3.5: Dominant Market Segments in Basingstoke and Deane (Sport England)
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Popular sports and activities, key barriers and motivating factors for each of the dominant market
segments are summarised below:

o

o

o

o

o

Segment 06 – Settling down Males: Tim (26-45) Tim is the largest market segment in
Basingstoke and Deane and accounts for 12.8% of the population. This is an active segment and
Tim is likely to be a member of a health and fitness club. Popular activities for this market
segment include fitness, football and badminton. Tim is motivated to participate by opportunities
to improve his performance, keep fit and meet friends and is likely to have a high propensity for
sport and physical activity facility use.
Segment 11 – Comfortable mid-life Males: Philip (46-55) Philip’s sport and physical
activity levels are above the national average. Cycling is the top sport for this market segment,
however Philip also takes part in keep fit/gym, football, badminton and tennis. Work
commitments are the largest barrier for this market segment with 31% citing it as the reason
for doing less sport in the past year. Sport ranks higher for Philip than for other market
segments, with two thirds undertaking sport or exercise in the past year. Sport is a real priority
for Philip as it ranks seventh on his top activities.
Segment 07 – Stay at home Mums: Alison (36-45) Alison is a fairly active segment with
above average levels of participation in sport. The top sports that Alison participates in are keep
fit/gym, swimming, cycling, and athletics or running. 54% of this segment say they would be
encouraged to do more sport if they were less busy, compared to 46% of the overall adult
population. The main motivations for Alison playing sport are keeping fit, enjoyment, taking the
children and losing weight.
Segment 12 - Empty nest career Ladies: Elaine (46-45) Elaine’s sporting activity levels are
consistent with the national average, and slightly above average for some indicators. Her
participation levels are above average for keep fit/gym and swimming. The main motivations for
Elaine are enjoyment and keeping fit where her scores are above the national average. Weight
loss is an important factor for Elaine which suggests she uses sport to keep looking good and
feeling fit.
Segment 03 - Fitness class friends: Chloe (18-25) Chloe is an active segment that takes
part in sport on a regular basis. The top sports that Chloe participates in are keep fit and gym,
swimming and athletics or running. The main motivations for Chloe are enjoyment, keeping fit,
socialising and losing weight. Enjoyment and keeping fit are more significant motivating factors
for Chloe than they are for all adults. ‘Improving performance’, and ‘training/taking part in
competition’ are much less relevant motivating factors for this segment.

According to Sport England Market segmentation data the top five sports in Basingstoke and Deane
are Gym, Cycling, Swimming, Athletics and Football.
3.2 Health Profile
The health of people in Basingstoke and Deane is good compared with the England average. In 2012
15.3% of year 6 children and 22.2% of adults were classified as obese in Basingstoke and Deane,
both of which are lower than the England average. Estimated levels of adult smoking and rates of
statutory homelessness, violent crime, long term unemployment, drug misuse and early deaths from
cardiovascular diseases are all lower than average. Deprivation is lower than average, however
about 12.4% (4,100) children live in poverty. Life expectancy for men is higher than the England
average and is 6.7 years lower for men and 4.7 years lower for women in the most deprived areas
of Basingstoke and Deane than in the least deprived areas.
According to Public Health England health priorities in Basingstoke and Deane, increased levels of
sport and physical activity can contribute towards improving health outcomes associated with
lifestyle risks, healthy ageing, and mental health.
3.3 Housing and Growth
Basingstoke and Deane proximity to London and its connectivity to the whole of the south region
provides continued opportunities for housing and population growth. Within the period 2011 – 2029,
Basingstoke and Deane’s Local Plan will make provision to meet 13,464 dwellings and associated
infrastructure. The Local plan states that in bringing forward development on the allocated sites
listed within the local plan, it will be a requirement to ensure that the necessary infrastructure is
provided at a rate and scale to meet the needs that arise from that development, in accordance with
both the Infrastructure Delivery Plan and through conformity with the appropriate standards.
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This study sets out, where appropriate, the standards for specific sports facility types and the needs
arising from the population changes expected in Basingstoke and Deane from these planned housing
developments.
Key sites such as Manydown, Basingstoke Golf Course and Razor’s Farm will need to be correctly
planned in relation to the site specific assessments of the sports facilities adjacent to these sites
(that have been carried out as part of this study) and set against the overall impact for sport across
the whole of Basingstoke and Deane and the needs arising from both increases to local population
and the overall population of the borough.
The priority investments set out in this study, Section 6 and in summary Section 8 of this report will
feed directly into the Infrastructure Development Plan as part of the overall adoption of the study
and its policies within the emerging Local Plan. The priorities set out in this study will further
influence planning policy to maintain and improve the quality of life for all residents through sport
and leisure facility provision.
3.4 Conclusion
Data from the most recent Sport England Active People Survey (APS8) shows that there is room for
growth in participation, as there is in all local authority areas. For a borough with a relatively good
supply of sports facilities (see Section 6) and a relatively good health profile, the borough does have
a relatively high level of inactivity when compared to national, regional and geographical neighbours.
This indicates that there may be a need to improve the quality and accessibility and where identified
later in this study, the quantity of facilities within Basingstoke and Deane.
Current market segmentation analysis indicates that there is also a good propensity for the use of
sport and physical activity facilities within Basingstoke and Deane with the five dominant segments
all having either higher than average activity levels or activity levels that are consistent with the
national average.
It is important therefore that the quality of the facilities within the borough are maintained and in
some cases improved to not only retain these active participants but also, in relation to general
levels of participation, engage people who are currently inactive to utilise the wide range of facilities
within the borough.
Basingstoke and Deane is set to grow notably in the coming years with the population changes and
housing developments putting increasing pressure on the current facilities and driving forward the
need for improvement and development of sports facilities to match the growing population demands
and needs. The population is set to grow by over 30,000 in the next 14 years with the most growth
to be experienced in the wards of Basingstoke and Deane, Rooksdown and Popley West.
The Council must also continue to consider the urban and rural split of the population that remains
a contributing factor to access and regular participation. This is highlighted later in the report with
the importance of local school facilities in areas outside of Basingstoke serving a local catchment
which currently provide opportunities for community sport. Investment to serve all areas of the
population and communities in Basingstoke and Deane, providing for all ages and investment into
both education and community club sites in the rural areas outside of Basingstoke alongside the
growing population and demands centrally will need to be carefully planned.
The development of this new LRNA provides an exciting opportunity for the council to improve their
participation levels in conjunction with improvements to the existing facilities or subsequent
recommendations for new provision that is detailed later within this study report.
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Section 4: Strategy and Policy
In order to ensure that the LRNA takes account of relevant local, regional and national policies and
priorities the Consultant Team reviewed a range of strategies, policies and plans. The focus of this
element of the methodology is to identify specific corporate priorities for Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council which both influence and can be influenced by Leisure and Recreation facility
provision. The strategy and policy review which follows in this section also identifies how Basingstoke
and Deane’s built facility stock contributes to regional and national policy agendas.
4.1 National Strategy
The following strategies provide national level strategic guidance and direction in relation to the
development of sport, physical activity and healthy lifestyle initiatives. The improvement of the
existing leisure and recreation facilities in Basingstoke and Deane, as well as any potential new
developments, will contribute towards a number of national policy objectives as summarised below:
‘A Sporting Habit for Life: Sport England Strategy 2012-2017’, Sport England
Through its strategy, ‘A Sporting Habit for Life’, Sport England is investing over £1 billion of National
Lottery and Exchequer funding between 2012 and 2017 with the aim of creating a meaningful and
lasting community sport legacy by growing sports participation at the grassroots level.
By 2017 Sport England aims to have transformed sport so that it becomes a habit for life for more
people and a regular choice for the majority. The strategy sets out the following overarching aims
which specifically relate to facilities:
o Provide the right facilities in the right places.
o Support local authorities and unlock local funding.
The key targets which Sport England will be working towards up to 2017 are:
o A year-on-year increase in the proportion of people who play sport once a week for at least 30
minutes.
o Raise the percentage of 14-25 year olds playing sport once a week and reduce the proportion
dropping out of sport.
With regards to investment in facilities, Sport England will invest £160 million into building and
improving sports facilities. In addition to investing in facilities, Sport England recognises the need to
develop activity and ensure that facilities are well used.
Enhancing existing leisure and sport facilities and the potential to invest in new facilities in
Basingstoke and Deane will help to ensure that all facilities are maximised will help to achieve Sport
England’s objectives at a local level in the borough. The Council are also keen to attract further Sport
England funding through the development of this coherent and needs based assessment and the
identification of clear priority projects.
‘Start Active, Stay Active: A report on physical activity for health from the four home
countries’ Chief Medical Officers’, Chief Medical Officers for England, Wales, Scotland and
Northern Ireland, 2011
This document recognises that there is strong scientific evidence to suggest that being physically
active can help people to lead healthier and happier lives and that inactivity is a particular health
risk. It establishes a UK-wide consensus on the amount and type of physical activity which should
be achieved for particular age groups, providing guidelines for early years, children and young
people, adults and older people.
Protecting, enhancing and providing good quality facilities for sport and recreation in Basingstoke
and Deane can support the following recommended activity levels:
o Children and young people: Moderate to vigorous intensity physical activity for at least 60
minutes per day.
o Adults: Physical activity to improve muscle strength on at least two days a week and 30 minutes
activity on at least 5 days a week or 75 minutes vigorous intensity activity per week.
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New and improved facilities that are available for use by the whole community in Basingstoke and
Deane and other neighbouring boroughs can play an important role in improving the health and
wellbeing of local people. Appropriate facilities can help to bring about lasting health benefits for
people of all ages, including those who are least likely to be active as well as those that already have
the propensity to take part in sport. The overall study identifies the priority projects across the
borough and investment into facilities can contribute to the strategic priorities of a range of
organisations related to health and wellbeing, including Public Health England and the Council.
‘Everybody Active, Everyday - An evidence-based approach to physical activity 2014’ –
Public Health England
‘Everybody active, Everyday’ is a Public Health England document put together to help address the
problem of increasing inactivity in England and drive a step change in the public’s health with an
aim of increasing both mental and physical health and wellbeing. The document states that around
one in two women and a third of men in England are damaging their health through a lack of physical
activity. ‘Everybody Active, Everyday’ goes onto suggest that this is unsustainable and costing the
UK an estimated £7.4bn a year and if current trends continue, the increasing costs of health and
social care will destabilise public services and take a toll on quality of life for individuals and
communities. The document puts forward regular physical activity and an active lifestyle as a means
of preventing many life threatening disease such as cancer and diabetes, and conditions like obesity,
hypertension and depression.
The document also makes some recommendations on how infrastructure, including sport and leisure
facilities, can best assist in increasing physical activity through thoughtful urban design,
understanding land use patterns, and creating transportation systems that promote walking and
cycling which will help to create active, healthier, and more liveable communities.
Public Health England suggest that maximising the potential of the assets that already exist such as
common land, woodland, streets, parks, leisure facilities, community halls, and workspaces, and
thinking differently about how we commission and plan public services relating to physical activity
is essential for ensuring that physical activity interventions are successful. It is important for the in
Basingstoke and Deane that any developments in provision of sport and leisure facilities reflects this
aim of providing quality facilities that maximise their potential for community use.
4.2 Regional Strategy
Sport Hampshire & IOW County Sport Partnership is one of 49 County Sports Partnerships across
England, committed to working together to increase participation in sport and physical activity.
Sport Hampshire & IOW provide support to local authorities across Hampshire, the Isle of White
including Basingstoke and Deane.
‘Sport Hampshire & IOW Strategy 2013–2017’
‘Sport Hampshire & IOW Strategy 2013–2017’ provides a framework for the strategic development
and co-ordination of sport and physical activity across Hampshire and the unitary authorities of the
Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton for the period 2013 -17.
There are a diverse range of partners planning and delivering sport and physical activity across
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. This strategy recognises and highlights areas of commonalities
across partners and aims to outline opportunities for partnership working to achieve better
efficiencies, effectiveness and impact.
The Sport Hampshire & IOW County Sport Partnership (CSP) vision for 2017 is to see people of all
ages in their communities enjoy playing sport and being active as a normal part of their everyday
lives.
The Sport Hampshire & IOW CSP have identified four key strategic aims to achieving their vision:
o To inspire and sustain greater participation in sport and physical activity.
o To make the case for sport and physical activity, building the evidence base, advocating its
benefits and providing the right information to inspire people to be active.
o To support activity at all levels through the development of a quality workforce: coaches,
instructors, leaders, volunteers, teachers, officials and administrators.
o To plan strategically and provide a range of high quality, active environments and appropriate
facilities supporting introductory activities, participation and performance sport.
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Strategic aim three is of particular relevance for the new Basingstoke and Deane LRNA. The
consultation process for ‘Sport Hampshire & IOW Strategy 2013–2017’ has shown that the strategic
planning and provision of high quality active environments remains a priority for the CSP’s partners.
One key objective relating to this priority is ‘to improve and enhance facility stock through coordinated planning and developments’. This overall study highlights the priority improvements to
the leisure and recreation facility stock in Basingstoke and Deane and will result in a direct
contribution towards this important regional strategy.
4.3 Local Strategy
Local strategies outlining priorities for Basingstoke and Deane which the development of improved
facilities for sport and physical activity in the borough can contribute towards are referenced in the
section which follows:
‘Strategic plan for sport and recreation in Basingstoke and Deane 2012 to 2025’
This plan is a framework to guide the management, investment and future planning of all sport and
recreation facilities, from local village recreation grounds to major borough leisure attractions within
Basingstoke and Deane to 2025. The plan intends to challenge providers to look at new ways of
working and encourage innovative solutions to traditional or long standing issues. The plan also
provides a means to prioritise projects across the borough. The plan includes review periods and the
identified investment needs from this study, and the subsequent delivery plan for this, will be added
to this important local working plan.
The Vision set out in the plan is:
“To have an enhanced infrastructure of facilities and a strong network of people that supports
participation in sport and recreation activity within local communities and to make the most of
opportunities to achieve outcomes of local, district and borough wide significance.”
The strategic plan also sets out four key objectives:
o Retain and maintain existing facilities which are highly valued by the community.
o Improve the quality and capacity of existing facilities that are highly valued by the community.
o Where there is evidence of need that cannot be met by existing provision, enable the
development of new provision.
o Drive up participation in sport and physical activity to increase the number and frequency of
people taking part on a regular basis, ensuring there are opportunities for low cost access to
sport and physical activity.
It will be essential that the strategy incorporates the leading priorities (once these have been agreed
and adopted) from this study to continue to build on the progress already made through the strategic
plan and successes to date for sport, leisure and recreation.
‘Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council Plan 2013 to 2017’
The plan sets out the Council’s priorities over the next four years. These priorities aim to address
both the immediate needs of residents in the borough as well as deliver longer term development
goals. It sets out an ambition to be creative in future plans and to invest in Basingstoke town centre
and Leisure Park to ensure they are not only excellent facilities for residents, but a destination of
choice for the wider area.
The priorities set out in the plan are:
o Improving economic vitality
o Increasing skills and employment
o Getting connected
o Planning policies that safeguard local distinctiveness
o Creating neighbourhoods where people feel safe and want to live
o Protecting our environment
o Maintaining a reputation for quality arts and leisure
o Supporting active, healthy and involved communities
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The new LRNA can directly impact on some of the Council’s specific priorities that will help to deliver
the wider priorities stated above. For example the strategy states that the Council intend to promote
the use of Manydown land to deliver high quality homes and facilities, as part of the wider priority
for planning policies that safeguard local distinctiveness, which could include development of new
leisure and recreation facilities. The forward planning identified within this study identifies the impact
that new housing will have on the stock of facilities for sport and leisure and suggested improvements
and investment needs.
The Council Plan also states that the Council intend to transform the Leisure Park by drawing in
external investment and improve sporting opportunities in the borough as part of the wider priority
to maintain a reputation for quality arts and leisure. The facilities that are already present within the
leisure park are subject to review within section 6 and 8 of this study document and this overall
investment plan for the leisure park is central to the future provision for Basingstoke and Deane.
‘A Shared Plan to Improve Health and Wellbeing in Basingstoke and Deane 2013-2016’
The ‘Shared Plan for Health and Wellbeing in Basingstoke and Deane 2013-2016’ focusses on health
improvement through community based activity in Basingstoke and Deane. It is intended to be
mainly delivered by primary and secondary health care providers, the local authorities at county and
borough level delivering statutory and discretionary health provision and voluntary sector
organisations providing health and social support services, working with relevant communities.
The Basingstoke and Deane Health and Wellbeing Partnership has identified 6 priority health
improvement outcomes for Basingstoke and Deane. These are as follows:
o Reduce lifestyle driven premature deaths, illness and disability.
o Enable healthy ageing and plan for services for the older population, including support to address
the forecast increase in dementia.
o Improve outcomes relating to mental health.
o Reduce inequalities by improving health outcomes for the most vulnerable residents.
o Support more community action, companionship and local decision making.
o Increase personal responsibility for health and wellbeing, helping people to make informed
choices.
The Partnership has identified three specific areas it wishes to focus on to contribute to the borough’s
overall health improvement priorities. These are as follows:
o Partnership outcome 1- More people with multiple health risk factors such as smoking, obesity,
inactivity, hazardous drinking and dementia have access to focussed support.
o Partnership outcome 2 - More people have access to networks and groups in their community
that can support their own behaviour change.
o Partnership outcome 3 - There is increased access to information about healthy lifestyles, local
services and community activities.
Improving the accessibility, quality and quantity of leisure and recreation facilities in Basingstoke
Deane can contribute towards the six priority health improvement outcomes set out in the ‘Shared
Plan for Health and Wellbeing in Basingstoke and Deane 2013-2016’. Creating more opportunities
for residents to be physically active will likely increase the overall health of the borough and help to
reduce existing health inequalities. The need to ensure current facilities for all age groups are
protected and enhanced as well as wider consideration of the health impacts that new investment
can make will be an important part of the council’s decision making process for all investment
identified within this report.
‘Basingstoke and Deane Local Strategic Partnership Involved Communities Strategy and
Action Plan’
‘Basingstoke and Deane Local Strategic Partnership Involved Communities Strategy and Action Plan’
aims to provide a framework for community involvement in the borough and sets out ways in which
local people can become involved with organisations that shape where they live, and work together
to improve the local area. It has been developed so that members of the public can contribute to
the realisation of the vision of the Local Strategic Partnership for the borough set out in Pride in Our
Place - the community strategy for Basingstoke and Deane.
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This strategy covers all elements of community engagement and recommends that partners should
acknowledge which of these five elements they are seeking to achieve with any particular activity:
o
Inform - making sure people have the information they need
o
Consult - getting feedback on analysis, alternatives and/or decisions.
o
Involve - working directly with people to ensure concerns and aspirations are understood
and considered.
o
Collaborate - working in partnership with public in each aspect of decision including
development of alternatives and identification of solution.
o
Empower - placing the final decision-making in the hands of the public.
The Local strategic partnership board have set the following objectives:
o A more joined up approach to involving the community in the decisions about their
neighbourhoods and services.
o More efficiency in working together on surveys and consultation events.
o Avoiding consultation fatigue and making more sense to the public.
o Avoiding duplication, especially in the area of neighbourhood representation.
o Encouraging more efficient data sharing to build a profile of individual communities and their
needs (potentially cutting the need for some consultations if the questions have already been
asked by partners).
The objectives set out in the ‘Basingstoke and Deane Local Strategic Partnership Involved
Communities Strategy and Action Plan’ are important for the new LRNA given that an essential part
of this evidence base comes from the community consultation undertaken. In order to ensure that
the facility mix across the borough reflects the needs to the community the views of community
clubs, parish councils and community organisations have been considered and reflected within the
overall findings.
4.4 Conclusion
The proposed investment options that are considered later in this study will contribute significantly
to the wider strategic priorities both internally within the Council as well as externally for a number
key influential agencies. This close alignment to the wider strategic needs of the borough will ensure
that any potential investment provides the best possible opportunities to meet local needs and
demands as well as helping to address the identified infrastructure needs both now and in the future
for the borough.
The wider value of participation in active recreation, physical activity and sport is recognised across
a range of policy areas both locally and nationally, including planning, community development and
health. It will be essential that the Council utilises both the wider evidence base presented within
this report and the evident alignment with leading strategy and policy to secure future funding for
what this study highlights as essential investment needs for the residents of Basingstoke and Deane.
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Section 5: Consultation
Consultation is critical to help gather information and then check, challenge and validate the supply
audit and picture of demand presented in this study. In terms of consultation the NPPF refers to the
need for early and meaningful engagement and collaboration. This emphasises the importance of
Stage A: Prepare and Tailor the Approach and ensuring the right people are involved in the
assessment work at the outset. The NPPF, within paragraph 155, suggests that “a wide section of
the community should be proactively engaged, so that local plans, as far as possible, reflect a
collective vision and a set of agreed priorities.”
As such, consultation is key to building a comprehensive local picture of need and priority for sport
within this study and formulate Basingstoke and Deane’s emerging planning policies. Ahead of the
detailed analysis of provision and the supply and demand of facilities, a process of consultation with
key partners and stakeholders was undertaken.
The consultation process included online surveys to determine sport and leisure facility needs in the
borough and also separate surveys for organisations that own or maintain playing pitches which
asked specific questions relating to playing pitch maintenance and use. A total of 135 responses
were received across the facility needs and playing pitch surveys.
This section of the report provides a summary of the findings from the general facility demand
surveys that were sent to National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs), primary/secondary schools,
Parish Councils, community groups and sports clubs. The analysis which follows highlights the
emerging findings relating to demand and supply and the provision of facilities for sport and physical
activity in Basingstoke and Deane.
5.1 Consultation with NGBS
An electronic survey was distributed to all NGBs to gather their views on the current and future
provision of sports facilities in Basingstoke and Deane and to ascertain whether the borough has
been identified as an area for development for their sport. The response rate was good, with
responses received from 19 different NGBs.
Figure 5.1 summaries the key facility priorities for each NGB that responded to the survey, the NGB’s
opinion on current provision within the borough, identification of future facility needs and whether
or not the NGB can contribute funding towards facility developments for their sport. The highlighted
grey boxes indicates where Basingstoke and Deane is a priority area for the NGB in question.
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Figure 5.1: NGB Survey Consultation Summary

NGB

Facility Priorities

Current Provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Future Facility Needs

Amateur Swimming
Association (ASA)

Priorities are securing investment into new and existing sports
facilities and improving existing facilities. Hampshire has poor
swimming provision suitable for all competition types. Problems
include lack of space for competitors and insufficient provision for
spectators at the key sites.
Hampshire is a priority area during year 2 of the NGB's Whole Sport
Plan. The facility priorities for the area are improving existing facilities
and securing investment into new and existing sports facilities.
Basingstoke and Deane is a priority area for British Canoeing. Facility
priorities include developing new facilities, improving existing
facilities and securing investment into new and existing sports
facilities.
The borough is not a priority area for the development of facilities for
gymnastics given the successful club already in situ. The main facility
priority is improving existing facilities.

The quality and quantity of the facilities in the borough
for swimming is poor and the accessibility is average.

There is a need to increase the
quantity of swimming pools in the
borough.

The Boccia facilities in Basingstoke and Deane are of good
quality and quantity and average accessibility.

There is a need to improve the quality
of sports halls in the borough.

The facilities serving the borough are of good quality,
quantity and accessibility.

The NGB did not comment on future
facility needs for canoeing.

British Gymnastics feels that there is a
need to increase the quantity of
gymnastics centres in the borough.

Any support for the local clubs to
access urban areas, parks and any
forestry/open land is welcome.
Need to increase the quantity of
gyms/health and fitness suites and
also Olympic Weight lifting facilities.

Boccia England

British Canoeing

British Gymnastics

Judo

Basingstoke and Deane is a priority area for the British Judo
Association as three key clubs are located in the borough.

The quality of facilities is very good, the quantity of the
facilities is average and accessibility is good. The Active
Life and Basingstoke Gym Club are both considered to be
very good facilities.
The British Judo Association rates the judo facilities in the
borough as average for quality, quantity and accessibility.

British Orienteering

British Orienteering does not currently prioritise Basingstoke and
Deane and do not have large facility requirements.

The NGB did not comment on the current facility
provision in Basingstoke and Deane.

British
Lifting

Basingstoke and Deane is not a priority area for British Weight Lifting
but it could still be interested in developing the sport in the area.
Facility priorities are developing new facilities and increasing access
to sports facilities.
Hampshire is a priority area for England Handball. Facility priorities
for the area are developing new facilities, improving existing facilities
and Increasing access to sports facilities

British Weight Lifting rates the weightlifting facilities in
Basingstoke and Deane as average for quality, quantity
and accessibility.
England Handball rates the facilities in the borough as
poor for quality, quantity and accessibility.

Need to increase Indoor space such as
large multiple court sports halls which
are not used for 5 a side football.

Basingstoke and Deane is a priority area for England Hockey.
Basingstoke has a large latent demand for hockey and is a priority for
development. Facility priorities for the area are securing investment
into new and existing sports facilities, improving existing facilities and
developing new facilities.

England Hockey feels that the quality and accessibility of
facilities in the borough is good however the quantity of
provision is rated as average.

Need to increase the quantity of
Artificial Grass Pitches in the borough.

British
Association

Weight

England Handball

England Hockey
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NGB

Facility Priorities

Current Provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Future Facility Needs

England Netball

England Netball is looking to develop some netball programmes in the
area and will require appropriate facilities in order to do so.

Indoor facilities in Basingstoke are mainly 1 court in size
and hard to access due to lack of capacity.

Need to increase the quantity of
netball courts in the borough. There is
also a lack of indoor courts which
meet England Netball standards.

English
Indoor
Bowling
Association
Ltd
(EIBA)
Great
Britain
Wheelchair Rugby

Basingstoke and Deane is not a priority area for the sport and the
development of new facilities as there are sufficient indoor bowls
facilities in the area. The NGB's current priority is increasing
participation.
Basingstoke and Deane is not a priority area for Great Britain
Wheelchair Rugby.

EIBA feels that the quality and accessibility of facilities in
the borough is good and the quantity is very good.

EIBA feels that the current facility
supply for indoor bowls in
Basingstoke and Deane is sufficient to
meet future needs.
The NGB did not comment on future
facility needs for Wheelchair Rugby.

Hampshire County
ASA

Basingstoke and Deane is a priority area as it has one of the County's
most active swimming and water polo groups. Increasing access to
sports facilities is the main priority because the current pool facilities
are not sufficient to meet demand and lack the capacity to host
competitions.
Basingstoke and Deane is a priority area for Hampshire Cricket Board.
The borough has a large population by county standards and there is
a need to maintain and increase cricket provision and participation.

Hampshire ASA commented that the quality, quantity and
accessibility of facilities in the borough is poor.

The NGB commented that there is a
need to increase the quantity of
swimming pools in Basingstoke and
Deane.

The quality and quantity of facilities in the borough is
average and the accessibility as good. Mays Bounty
Cricket Club and Basingstoke Sports and Social Club have
very good facilities and Vyne Community School also has
good facilities.
Hampshire FA rates the overall facility offer in the
borough as good for quality, quantity and accessibility.

The NGB feels that there is a need to
improve the quality of cricket pitches
and changing rooms across the
borough.

The quality of facilities in the borough is average but the
quantity and accessibility is good. In general each of the
existing clubs has a facility that suits its current
requirements. However, the RFU commented that most
of the sites are hampered by the quality of the facilities
and this in turn limits the ability of the individual clubs to
grow.
Table Tennis England rates the facilities in Basingstoke
and Deane are average for quality, quantity and
accessibility.

Need to increase the quantity of
Artificial Grass Pitches in the borough
suitable for rugby and improve the
quality of changing rooms and rugby
pitches.

Hampshire Cricket
Board

Hampshire FA

The borough is one of the largest in Hampshire FA's remit and it is
where the County FA is based. The NGB’s current facility priorities are
developing new facilities, improving existing facilities and securing
investment into new and existing sports facilities.

Rugby
Football
Union (RFU)

Basingstoke and Deane is a priority area. There are 5 rugby clubs of
differing sizes and needs within the borough, all of which require
support to sustain and grow their activity levels. Facility priorities for
the area are securing investment into new and existing sports
facilities and Improving existing facilities.

Table
England

Basingstoke and Deane is not a priority area for Table Tennis England
and the NGB is not currently aware of any facility developments or
needs within the borough.

Tennis

The NGB did not comment on current facility provision in
Basingstoke and Deane.
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NGB

Facility Priorities

Current Provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Future Facility Needs

England Badminton

Basingstoke does not represent a national priority for the NGB given
that Priority 1 and 2 areas (which Basingstoke sits below) have greater
facility shortfalls and needs for indoor space. Higher priority areas
includes Fareham, Eastleigh and Gosport in the areas in proximity to
Basingstoke.
Performance centres in Reading, Oxford and
Winchester also provide a number of opportunities for regional
performance Badminton.

The regional facilities lead stated that the current
situation is positive within Basingstoke and facilities such
as Basingstoke Sports Centre, Everest, and QMC provide
very good opportunities for badminton and the NGB do
not face any current capacity issues.

None immediately for Basingstoke
but demand and growth of the sport
(and the strength of the local
Community Badminton Network)
would welcome any additional
facilities for indoor sport and
badminton.

Athletics

The facilities team state that any refurbishment or development
should follow the design guidance provided by the NGB to ensure a
high quality badminton experience.
The main priority for Basingstoke is to get the stand developed at
Down Grange. The facilities there are of excellent quality but the
grand prix meetings they hold at the site and the position of the club
nationally require better facilities for these events.
The site is of notable strategic importance for the County and the
region overall for the sub-elite level events and competition. The NGB
state that the sports requires this sub-elite level of competition to
feed the overall development of the sport and venues such as Down
Grange play an integral role in this and must be protected.

The strength of the local Community Badminton Network
will give rise to growing demand however and
enhancements to current schools facilities for example
serving rural areas would be seen as positive.
Down Grange track is an excellent facility both in terms of
the track and field facilities, the car parking and the link
with other sports clubs on the site.

Athletics spectator stand of around
400-500 capacity to support the clubs
growth and the events that take place

However the club (and the other sports clubs on site)
need to keep enhancing their offer to maintain
momentum with their sport and the stand at the site is
the main priority.

The NGB are very keen on the
installation of J tracks at schools sites.

The NGB doesn’t have a facility audit themselves so only
know about clubs who are proactive and approach the
NGB.

A dedicated martial arts facility
sounds great in principle, but it would
take a change in mind set with clubs
to get their buy in to this.

The NGB did highlight that the County needs an indoor athletics
facility. Hampshire has 52 athletic clubs and over 2 million population
which would warrant an indoor sprint straight / training facility. The
NGB however note that these are financially challenging projects and
must have some element of multi sport activity.

British Taekwondo

An additional priority for the NGB is the introduction of J tracks, small
training tracks in schools. A recent project at Wyvern College in
Eastleigh has resulted in 300 new children taking up athletics in the
local club.
The NGB have 600 registered clubs and focus only on three areas at
present London, Yorkshire & East Midlands and the North West. This
is down to number of clubs and activities going on at present.
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NGB

Golf

Facility Priorities

Current Provision in Basingstoke and Deane

England Golf do not have any capital funding allocated as part of their
WSP but Basingstoke is considered a priority for retaining
participation.
However, they do help clubs through the process of applying for Sport
England Inspired Funding. Bishopswood Golf Club applied 12-18
months ago to Inspired for a Community Range, but were not
successful as they were not eligible due to their propriety ownership
(family/business).
Most of the clubs in B&D are propriety owned, except Basingstoke
Golf Club which is a members club. The golf clubs showing the biggest
growth areas in terms of income are those under propriety ownership
as they can host activities and invest into 9 hole / driving ranges as
opposed to 18 hole.

The NGB is aware of Bluewave which is regarded as a
good facility with proactive and dedicated club leaders.
They have applied for grants.
England Golf are working with all eight golf courses/clubs
to some degree or the other to increase participation. A
number of courses/clubs are working towards GolfMark
and also the NGB’s Get into Golf Programme. Sherfield
Golf Club, Dummner Golf Club, Bishopswood Golf Club,
Basingstoke Golf Club and Sanford Springs Gold Club are
all proactive in supporting this.
They are also doing a lot of work with Basingstoke Golf
Centre increasing participation.
Bishopswood Golf Club is the biggest club in B&D that
England Golf are working within in terms of the level of
membership. As this is a 9 hole site, it is more conducive
for growing the shorter game and subsequent
membership attraction.

Future Facility Needs

Bishopswood Golf Club – There is still
a need to develop the Community
Range, but as Sport England Inspired
Funding is not available to the Club,
they need to look at alternative
sources of funding.
Basingstoke Golf Club – Both male
(550+) and female (100+) figures are
growing, which bucks the national
trend of a 3% year on year decrease
since 2005. Against the other 90 clubs
in Hampshire, Basingstoke Golf Club
are the:
o
o
o

10th largest club for male
membership
11th largest club for female
membership
1% above national average for
girls members

If Basingstoke Golf Club were to close
this would represent a great loss for
England Golf and Hampshire Golf but,
more importantly, for the 600+ strong
membership who are continuing to
buck the national trend. Basingstoke
Golf Club also continue to be an
excellent supporter of both the
national and county scene and remain
a key facility for the sport. The NGB
would like to see the provision reinstated if the club are looking to do
this.
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NGB

Facility Priorities

Current Provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Future Facility Needs

Bowls

Basingstoke and Deane is not considered a priority area for the NGB,
however there are no clear focus areas for the NGB. No capital
funding through WSP. The NGB focuses on participation for over 50s
and disabilities given the nature of the sport.

Tend to help clubs through Sport
England Inspired Funding but the NGB
did not cite any future needs for the
borough.

Tennis

Basingstoke and Deane is not a considered a priority area for the LTA.
The LTA focus locally is based around work within Portsmouth. This
is because Portsmouth, Bristol, Plymouth and Swindon are major
strategic areas for them.

NGB didn’t have information on their perspective of
provision in the borough. The biggest challenge for their
sport is funding cuts from local authorities (given the
reliance on local authority maintenance and provision)
and asset transfer.
The Totally Tennis Centre was built in the early 80s as part
of a then LTA indoor tennis initiative. It is noted that some
improvements to the site are required for the indoor
facilities.

There are a couple of
redevelopment of tennis
parks (e.g. Stratton Park)
would like Totally Tennis
programmes on.

potential
courts at
that they
to deliver

The LTA have been talking to Totally
Tennis about the redevelopment of
their changing rooms and clubhouse
for a number of years. However, due
to greater need in other areas, the
NGB won’t fund all of this work. The
facilities are dated, but usable and
lots of tennis development focused
work occurs there.
If the site and/or the council were to
put funds towards this, then the LTA
would consider investment into the
site.
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NGBs that did not respond to the consultation despite a number of follow ups include:








Archery GB
Amateur Boxing
Association
Baseball Softball UK
British Cycling
British Equestrian
Federation
British Fencing
Association
British Triathlon








British Wrestling
Association
England Basketball
England Squash &
Racketball
English Lacrosse
Association
Exercise Movement
& Dance Partnership
Goalball UK








Great Britain
Shooting Federation
GB Wheelchair
Basketball
Modern Pentathlon
Association
Rounders England
Rugby Football
League
Volleyball England

5.1.1 Conclusion
9 of the NGBs surveyed confirmed that Basingstoke and Deane is a priority area for their
sport. These were Boccia England, British Canoeing, British Judo Association, England
Handball, England Hockey, Hampshire County ASA, Hampshire Cricket Board, Hampshire FA
and the RFU. Comments from those who were engaged in this process indicate that there is
a lot of scope for development and that there are a number of NGBs keen to increase their
current activities in the borough if the appropriate facilities to allow this were in place. The
NGBs were asked what their facility priorities are for the coming years and although the
responses were varied a key emerging priority is ‘securing investment into new and existing
facilities’ as well ‘increasing access’ to facilities for their sport.
NGBs were also asked about the current supply of facilities in Basingstoke and Deane,
specifically about the overall quality, quantity and accessibility of facilities for their sport.
The NGB survey findings highlight that sports facilities in Basingstoke and Deane are of
relatively good quality however the quantity, especially for indoor sports and swimming pool
provision, is considered to be below average. Specific issues raised by NGBs include a lack
of swimming facilities that are suitable for competition, a need to develop more Artificial
Grass Pitches (AGPs) and also a need for better quality changing facilities.
5.2 Consultation with Schools
In order to ascertain the demands and needs related to school sports facility provision within
Basingstoke and Deane as a key area of supply for sport in the borough, an online survey
was distributed to educational establishments in the borough to gather their views on current
and future provision and to understand their needs and priorities. Nine Individual responses
were received from 8 educational establishments. The education sites which responded to
the survey are shown in Figure 5.2 below.
Figure 5.2: School Survey Respondents

Schools and Colleges
Aldworth School
Brighton Hill Community School
Cranbourne Business & Enterprise College
Everest Community Academy
Queen Mary’s College
Testbourne Community School
The Costello School
The Vyne Community School
5.2.1 Facility Provision and Community Usage at School Sites
Schools were asked to rate and comment on their own facilities for sport and physical
activity. A summary of responses to this question is provided in Figure 5.3.

www.continuumleisure.co.uk
P a g e | 32

BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – LEISURE AND RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT
FINAL REPORT MAY 2015 – VERSION 3

Figure 5.3: Rating of quality of facilities at school sites

How would you rate the quality of the facilities for sport and physical
activity at your school/college?
60.0%
50.0%
Very poor

40.0%

Poor

30.0%

Average
Good

20.0%

Very good

10.0%
0.0%
Very poor

Poor

Average

Good

Very good

Figure 5.3 shows that the majority of schools would rate the quality of sports facilities at
their site as ‘good’. 2 respondents felt that their facilities are ‘average’ and 1 respondent
each commented that the facilities are ‘poor’ and ‘very good’. No respondents reported that
the facilities at their school are ‘very poor’.
As seen in figure 5.4 schools were asked to rate the accessibility of the facilities for sport
and physical activity at their educational sites.
Figure 5.4: Rating of accessibility of facilities at school sites

How would you rate the accessibility of the facilities for sport and
physical activity at your school/college?
70.0%
60.0%

Very poor

50.0%

Poor

40.0%

Average

30.0%

Good

20.0%

Very good

10.0%
0.0%
Very poor

Poor

Average

Good

Very good

Five respondents felt that their facilities can be rated as ‘good’ for accessibility. One
respondent each commented that their facilities are ‘poor’, ‘average’ and ‘very good’. No
respondents rate their facilities as ‘very poor’.
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Everest Community Academy’s future facility priorities include:
o Developing new facilities for sport and physical activity. Possible projects include a sports
pavilion on the pitch site and squash courts on the side of the sports hall.
o Improving/refurbishing existing facilities for sport and physical activity. This includes
possibly resurfacing the MUGA areas to 3G and the creation of a new netball area.
o Increasing the use of facilities by local clubs, other schools, groups and members of the
public. Most of the facilities at the school are nearing capacity at the times and on the
days most groups want to access them.
Cranbourne Business & Enterprise College’s future facility priorities include:
o A condition survey and feasibility assessment into the future of the swimming pool.
o Improve/refurbish existing facilities for sport and physical activity. The school is in the
process of raising money to allow them to put a new roof on the swimming pool.
o Increased usage of facilities by local clubs, other schools, groups and members of the
public.
Testbourne Community School’s future facility priorities include:
o Developing new facilities for sport and physical activity. The school is planning to develop
the fitness gym.
o Increasing the use of facilities by local clubs, other schools, groups and members of the
public. The school commented that if new developments go ahead, there would be an
increase in the number of community hours offered.
o Development of a full sized 3G AGP.
The Vyne Community School future facility priorities include:
o Developing new facilities for sport and physical activity. The head teacher’s vision for
the school is to create a sporting centre of choice in the local vicinity. Plans include the
addition of a 3G AGP. The school is at the initial feasibility and planning stages of this
project. If delivered this project will increase participation in football and hockey.
o Improving/refurbishing the existing fitness gym and outdoor cricket facilities.
o Increasing use of facilities by local clubs, other schools, groups and members of the
public. The school wishes to encourage community use of its tennis courts and netball
courts, following refurbishment in the coming months.
Brighton Hill Community School future facility priorities include:
o The school commented that facility usage by the school/college limits the number of
community hours that can be offered. Other limiting factors are the school/college not
being open in the evenings and weekends meaning staff are not on site.
The Costello School’s future facility priorities include:
o Developing new facilities for sport and physical activity such as a new sports centre, gym
and AGP.
o Improving/refurbishing existing facilities for sport and physical activity, for example
upgrading the school’s MUGA surface.
o Increasing the use of facilities by local clubs, other schools, groups and members of the
public. The school intends to link with a greater number of community groups.
Aldworth School’s future facility priorities include:
o Developing new facilities for sport and physical activity. The school would like to enlarge
its sports hall facilities.
o Improving/refurbishing existing facilities for sport and physical activity.
o Increasing the use of facilities by local clubs, other schools, groups and members of the
public. If the school can increase the sports hall size then they feel they will be in a
position to offer more community use hours.
Queen Mary’s College’s future facility priorities include:
o Improving/refurbishing existing facilities for sport and physical activity.
o Increasing use of facilities by local clubs, other schools, groups and members of the
public.
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5.2.2 Usage of Basingstoke and Deane Facilities
Schools were also asked about their experience and usage of community facilities in
Basingstoke and Deane. 5 schools said that they use facilities at other locations in
Basingstoke and Deane and 4 said they did not. Schools were then asked to rate the quality
and quantity of indoor sports provision in Basingstoke and Deane overall. Responses to this
question are summarised in Figure 5.5 which follows.
Figure 5.5: Quality and quantity of indoor sports provision in Basingstoke and Deane

In general, how would you rate the overall offer and quantity of sports facilities in
Basingstoke and Deane?

Acessibility

Don't know
Very good
Good

Quantity

Average
Poor
Very poor

Quality
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

5 out of the 8 respondents rate the quality, quantity and accessibility of sports facilities in
Basingstoke and Deane as ‘good’. 1 out of the 8 rates the facilities as ‘poor’ for quality,
quantity and accessibility. 1 out of the 8 rates the facilities as ‘average’ for quality, quantity
and accessibility. 1 out of the 8 rates the facilities as ‘very good’ for quality, quantity and
accessibility. None of the respondents felt that the facilities could be rated as ‘very poor’ in
any area.
Figure 5.6: Investment needs for sport and physical activity facilities

Facility Type
Artificial grass pitches (AGP)
Athletics track
Changing rooms
Cricket pitches
Dance or exercise studios
Football pitches
Gym / health and fitness suites
Gymnastics centres
Indoor athletics facilities
Indoor bowls
Indoor tennis centres
Martial arts studio/dojos
Outdoor bowls
Rugby pitches
Sports halls
Squash courts
Swimming pools
Tennis courts/ Netball courts

Improve quality
1
0
2
1
0
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
1
3
1
3
4

Increase quantity
4
3
3
2
5
3
1
1
3
0
2
1
0
3
3
3
3
0

Neither
2
3
0
2
2
3
5
3
2
5
3
3
5
3
1
3
0
3

Figure 5.6 shows that the main facility priorities for schools include the provision of AGPs
and dance and exercise studios as well as improving the quality of tennis and netball courts.
Opportunities to address these needs in Basingstoke and Deane and increase access to
existing facilities should be explored.
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5.2.4 Conclusion
Consultation with schools reveals that they are broadly satisfied with facility provision for
sport and physical activity in Basingstoke and Deane with both school and wider facility
provision being rated as ‘good’ by the majority of respondents. No major issues regarding
the quality of facilities in Basingstoke and Deane or with their own facilities have been
identified. The findings of the survey have indicated that there may be scope for schools to
open up some of their facilities for more community usage, although this will depend on it
being logistically viable in terms of staffing and access to facilities and financial sustainability.
Schools in Basingstoke and Deane regard improving and refurbishing existing facilities for
sport and physical activity and increasing use of facilities by local clubs, other schools, groups
and members of the public as the key future priorities. This indicates that there is some
scope for an increase in community use hours at school sites across the borough.
5.3 Consultation with Clubs in Basingstoke and Deane
In order to develop an understanding of the facility needs and demands for sports clubs
within Basingstoke and Deane an online survey was distributed to 125 clubs to gather their
views on the current and future provision of sport and physical activity facilities in the
borough and to understand their needs and priorities. A total of 47 responses were received.
The clubs that responded to the survey are listed in figure 5.7.
Figure 5.7: Club survey respondents

Sports Clubs
Allstars Badminton
Basingstoke Waverley Lawn Tennis Club
AWE Judo Club
Basingstoke Wolverines Cheer Squads
Barlow's Park Management Association
Bishopswood Golf Course
Barlow's Park Management Association
Bluewave
Basingstoke & Deane Canoe Club
Breeze Network Basingstoke
Basingstoke & Mid Hants Athletic Club
Chineham Park Running Club
Basingstoke aikido club
Chineham RFC
Basingstoke Blizzards Basketball Club
Chineham RFC
Basingstoke Bluefins Swimming Club
CTC Right to Ride Basingstoke
Basingstoke Bluefins Waterpolo
Friends of Stratton Park
Basingstoke Bridge Club
Hatch Warren Runners
Basingstoke Bulls Korfball Club
Howard Park Bowling Club
Basingstoke Croquet Club
Kim Chapman Swimming School
Basingstoke Disc Golf Club
Mortimer West End Cricket Club
Basingstoke Gymnastic Club Ltd
North Hampshire Road Club
Basingstoke Hockey Club
Oakley Bowling Club
Basingstoke Ice Skating Club
Oakley Lawn Tennis Club
Basingstoke Junior Badminton Club
Oakley Pedlars
Basingstoke Roller Derby
Overton Harriers & AC
Basingstoke Squash Club
Racing Club Petanque
Basingstoke Table Tennis Association
Sherfield Park Runners
Basingstoke Town Bowls Club
Shin Gi Tai Martial Arts Academy
Basingstoke TriSquad
Su-ha-ri Karate School
Basingstoke TriSquad
The M&M Academy of Arts
Basingstoke Volleyball Club
Totally Tennis
5.3.1 Membership and Growth
Clubs were asked about their membership levels over the past two years, in order to identify
any increased demand for access to facilities in Basingstoke and Deane. Responses to this
question are summarised in Figure 5.8.
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Figure 5.8: Membership growth

Has your membership increased, fallen or remained the same
over the past 3 years?
70.0%
60.0%
Increased

50.0%
40.0%

Remained the
same

30.0%
20.0%

Fallen

10.0%
0.0%
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Remained the
same
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Figure 5.8 shows that for the majority of clubs membership has increased in the past 3
years. 13 clubs reported that membership levels have remained the same whilst only 3
respondents indicated that their membership had fallen.
Respondents were asked if they have plans to grow their membership in the coming years,
the results of which are show in figure 5.9.
Figure 5.9: Plans to grow membership

Does your club aim to grow its membership in the coming
years? (tick all that apply).
90.0%
80.0%
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
Yes - adult

Yes - junior

No - neither

Unsure

Figure 5.9 shows that a large majority of the clubs surveyed intend to increase their
membership at both adult and junior level in the coming years. 83% confirmed that they
intend to grow their adult membership with 75% confirming they intend to grow their junior
membership. Only 1 respondent does not intend to grow membership at their club at either
adult or junior level and 5 indicated that they were unsure.
The sports clubs indicated how satisfied they are with the current amount of activity their
club provides and if this meets the club’s demand (see figure 5.10).
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Figure 5.10: Satisfaction with current amount of activity provision

Is the current number of hours your club provides sufficient to meet
the demand for your club’s activities?
60.0%
50.0%
Yes

40.0%

No

30.0%

Unsure

20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
Yes

No

Unsure

Figure 5.10 shows that the respondents were split with 50% feeling that their current
provision is adequate to meet club demand, 43.2% indicating that they are unable to provide
a sufficient number of hours and 6.8% unsure.
5.3.2 Facility Priorities and Needs
Clubs were also asked about their facility priorities in the coming years. Responses to this
question are summarised in Figure 5.11 which follows.
Figure 5.11: Facility priorities in the coming years

8. What are your club’s facility priorities in the coming years?
(tick all that apply)

Other (please
specify)

Accessing/hiri
ng additional
facilities for
training

Accessing/hiri
ng additional
facilities for
competition
purposes

Improving
your own
existing
facilities

Developing
your own new
facilities

50.0%
45.0%
40.0%
35.0%
30.0%
25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%
5.0%
0.0%

Figure 5.11 shows that 21 respondents indicated that improving their own existing indoor
facilities is a key priority for their club. Eighteen respondents feel that developing their own
new indoor facilities is a priority, with accessing/hiring additional indoor facilities for training
also being a priority for 18 respondents. Twelve respondents feel that Accessing/hiring
additional indoor facilities for competition purposes is a priority.
5.3.3 Quality and Quantity of Existing Provision in Basingstoke and Deane
Clubs were asked to rate the quality and quantity of existing facilities for indoor sport in
Basingstoke and Deane. Figures 5.12 and 5.13 set out the responses to this question.
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Figure 5.12: Rate the quality and quantity of indoor facilities in Basingstoke and Deane

In general, how would you rate the overall quality and quantity of facilities in
Basingstoke and Deane?

Quantity

Very good
Good
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Poor
Very poor

Quality
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Figure 5.13: Rate the quality and quantity of indoor facilities in Basingstoke and Deane

Quality
Quantity

Very poor
11.11% (5)
12.50% (5)

Poor
8.89% (4)
25.00% (10)

Average
28.89% (13)
27.50% (11)

Good
42.22% (19)
25.00% (10)

Very good
8.89% (4)
10.00% (4)

Figure 5.12 and 5.13 show that the majority of respondents rate the overall quality of the
facilities as ‘good’ with 42.2% of clubs providing this as their answer. 28.8% rate the quality
of facilities as ‘average’. 8.9% rate the quality of facilities as ‘poor’ with a further 8.89%
rating it as ‘very good’. 11.1% rate the quality of the facilities as ‘very poor’.
The majority of respondents rate the quantity of facilities in Basingstoke and Deane as
‘average’ with 27.5% providing this answer. 25% indicated that the quantity is ‘good’ with
a further 25% indicating that it is ‘poor’. 10% felt that the quantity of facilities in the borough
is ‘very good’. 12.5% felt it is ‘very poor’.
5.3.4 Future Facility Needs
Respondents were asked if they feel that there is a need for investment to improve the
quality of or increase quantity of specific facilities in Basingstoke and Deane. The responses
to this question are summarised in figures 5.14 and 5.15.
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Figure 5.14: Investment needs for indoor facilities

30

Do you think there is a need for investment in any of the following facility types
in Basingstoke and Deane?
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Improve
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Figure 5.15: Investment needs for indoor facilities

Athletics facility
Artificial grass pitch (AGP)
Changing rooms
Cricket pitches
Dance or exercise studio
Football pitches
Gym / health and fitness suite
Gymnastics centre
Indoor bowls
Indoor tennis centre
Martial arts studio/dojo
Outdoor bowls
Rugby pitches
Sports hall
Squash courts
Swimming pool
Tennis/ netball courts

Improve
quality
9
2
6
1
3
4
8
2
2
2
3
2
2
6
3
3
2

Increase
quantity
9
5
6
1
6
5
8
6
2
4
5
4
3
6
3
5
4
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Figures 5.14 and 5.15 show that respondents suggested a wide range of facility investment
needs in Basingstoke and Deane. Nine respondents indicated a need to improve the quality
and increase and quantity of athletics facilities in the borough. 8 respondents indicated a
need to improve the quality and increase and quantity of gyms/health and fitness suites in
the borough. 6 respondents indicated a need to improve the quality and increase and
quantity of sports halls and changing rooms in the borough. 6 respondents also indicated
that there is need to increase the quantity of dance or exercise studios and gymnastics
centres.
5.3.5 Conclusion
Club consultation findings indicate that there is a strong sports club base in Basingstoke and
Deane with high demand for sports and leisure facilities. 66% of respondents indicated that
their club membership has increased in last three years and 83% plan to grow their adult
membership with a further 77% planning for an increase in junior membership. Respondents
highlighted a clear need for facility development with 19 individuals indicating that the
current facility supply is not sufficient to meet current membership demands.
5.4 Consultation with Community Groups in Basingstoke and Deane
An electronic survey was distributed to Community groups in Basingstoke and Deane to
gather their views on the current and future provision of leisure facilities for community use
in the borough. 16 individual responses were submitted from the Community Groups, the
results of which are analysed in this section. The Community Groups that responded to the
survey are shown in Figure 5.16
Figure 5.16: Community Group survey respondents

Community Groups
QEII Field Daniel Park Whitchurch
Hampshire
Friends of Stratton Park
South View Conservation Group
Hatchwarren Nature Group
Mill Field Conservation Group
Jubilee Wood Oakley supporters (Jubiloaks)
Basingstoke and District Disability Forum
Oakley Community Association
New Testament Church of God
North Waltham Village Trust
Westside Community Association
Oakley and Deane Parish Council
Brookvale
Basingstoke Muslim Welfare Association
Basingstoke Hindu Community
Christ Church Chineham
5.4.1 Overall Sport and Recreation Facility Provision
The Community Group representatives were asked to rate the overall sport and recreation
facility provision in their local communities.
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Figure 5.17: Overall rating of facilities for sport and recreation in the group’s local community

How do you rate the overall provision of facilities for sport and recreation in
your local community?
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Figure 5.17 shows that the majority of community groups feel that the facilities in
Basingstoke and Deane for sport and recreation are ‘average’ in quantity, quality and
accessibility. 2 respondents feel that the facilities are ‘excellent’ for accessibility and 2
suggests that it is ‘very poor’. No respondents feel that the facilities are ‘very good’ in quality
or quantity.
Respondents were then asked to rate the overall sport and recreation facility provision for
the borough as a whole.
Figure 5.18: Overall rating of facilities for sport and recreation for Basingstoke and Deane

How would you rate the overall provision of facilities for sport and recreation in
the borough as a whole?
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As seen in figure 5.18 the majority of respondents feel that the quality of facilities in the
borough are of ‘good’ quality and ‘average’ accessibility. Half of the respondents who
answered the question felt that the quantity of facilities in the borough is ‘good’ with the
other half suggesting that it is ‘average’. No respondents indicated that they feel the facilities
in the borough are ‘very poor’ for quality, quantity or accessibility.
5.4.2 Sport and Recreation Facility Priorities
The community groups were asked what they feel are the sport and recreation facility
investment requirements for their local community in the coming years.
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Figure 5.19: Facility priority to develop new facilities for sport and physical activity

Develop new facilities for sport and physical activity

Yes

No

Figure 5.19 shows that the 8 respondents feel there is not a need for investment into
developing new facilities for physical activity and sport in their local community, however 5
respondents indicated there is a need for this sort of investment to be made. In addition, 7
respondents feel there is a need for investment into improving or refurbishing facilities for
sport and physical activity in the borough. 5 respondents indicated that do not feel there is
such a need in their local community. 9 respondents feel there is a need for investment to
increase use of facilities by local clubs, schools, groups and members of the public. Only 3
respondents indicated that they did not feel there was a need for this in their local
community.
Figure 5.20: Investment needs in Basingstoke and Deane

Do you think there is a need for investment in any of the following facility
types in Basingstoke and Deane?
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Figure 5.21: Investment needs in Basingstoke and Deane

Facility Type
Artificial grass pitches (AGP)
Athletics tracks
Changing rooms
Cricket pitches
Dance or exercise studios
Football pitches
Gym / health and fitness suites
Gymnastics centres
Indoor athletics facilities
Indoor bowls
Indoor tennis centres
Martial arts studio/dojos
Netball/ Tennis courts
Outdoor bowls
Rugby pitches
Sports halls
Squash courts
Swimming pools

Improve
quality
0
0
2
2
1
1
2
1
1
0
0
0
2
1
0
3
1
2

Increase
quantity
2
2
3
3
4
3
1
0
4
2
0
0
2
1
0
2
2
1

Neither
4
4
1
1
0
4
4
3
1
3
3
5
3
4
5
1
4
4

Figure 5.20 and 5.21 show that the respondents highlighted a wide range of facility types
that require investment. 3 respondents feel that there is a need for investment into
improving the quality of sports halls in the borough. 4 respondents indicated that there is a
need to increase the quantity of dance or exercise studios and indoor athletics facilities. A
further 3 respondents also indicated a need to increase the quantity of changing rooms,
cricket pitches and football pitches.
5.4.3 Conclusion
The community group consultation findings indicate that there is some level of satisfaction
with the current supply of sport and leisure facilities in Basingstoke and Deane with most
respondents rating the overall supply as either ‘good’ or ‘average’. However, some facility
development needs have been highlighted such as increasing the quantity of dance or
exercise studios and indoor athletics facilities and improving the quality to sports halls in the
borough.
5.5 Consultation with Parish Councils in Basingstoke and Deane
An electronic survey was distributed to the Town and Parish Councils of the Borough of
Basingstoke and Deane to gather their views on the current and future provision of leisure
facilities in their territories and in the borough as whole. Questions were also asked in
relation to leisure centre facility needs and priorities. 24 responses were submitted from
Town and Parish councils. 2 surveys were distributed to the Town and Parish Councils, a
survey for those who maintain and manage sports pitches which required reference to pitch
maintenance and one to those who do not. Both surveys asked questions relating to current
and future facility use and development priorities the results of which are analysed in this
section. The Town and Parish Councils who responded to the survey a listed in figure 5.22
below and a summary of their comments are provided in Figure 5.23.
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Figure 5.22: Town and Parish Council respondents

Town and Parish Councils who received the playing
pitch and facility survey
Baughurst Parish Council
Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council
Sherborne Parish Council
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council
Silchester Parish Council
St Mary Bourne Parish Council
Stratfield Turgis Parish Council
Tadley Town Council

Town and Parish Councils who received the facility
survey
Bramley Parish Council
Chineham Parish Council
Cliddesden Parish Council
Dummer Parish Council
East Woodhay Parish Council
Hartley Wespall Parish Council
Monk Sherborne Parish Council
Newnham Parish Council
Pamber Parish Council
Rooksdown Parish Council
Sherborne St John Parish Council
Whitchurch Town Council
Wootton St Lawrence Parish Council
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Figure 5.23: Parish and Town Council Survey Consultation Summary

Town/
Council

Parish

Facility Priorities and plans

Current Provision in Parish

Current Provision in Basingstoke and
Deane

Future Facility Needs in Basingstoke and Deane

Cliddesden
Parish Council

The Parish Council does not have any
facility priorities at present.

The Parish Council’s priorities are
‘Improving/refurbishing
existing
facilities for sport and physical
activity’ and ‘Increasing the use of
facilities by local clubs, schools,
groups and members of the public’.
Examples of the council’s planned
developments
are
increasing
facilities
for
teenagers
and
developing an all-weather artificial
playing surface.
The Parish Council does not have any
specific facility priorities.

The Parish Council feel that the
facilities in the borough can be rated
as ‘very poor’ for quality, quantity and
accessibility.
Dummer Parish Council would rate
the facilities in the borough as ‘good’
for quality, ‘average’ for quantity and
‘poor’ for accessibility. The Parish
Council stated that access is limited
due to a lack of transport and car
parking at facilities.

The Parish Council did not provide any comment

Dummer Parish
Council

Cliddesden Parish Council feel
that the quantity of facilities for
sport and leisure in the parish is
‘very poor’.
The Parish Council would rate the
facilities for sport and leisure in
their parish as being ‘good’ for
quantity and accessibility and
‘average’ in quality.

Sherborne St John Parish Council
would rate the facilities for sport
and leisure in their parish as
‘good’ for quality, quantity and
accessibility.
Rooksdown Parish Council would
rate the facilities for sport and
leisure in their parish as ‘poor’ in
quality, quantity and accessibility.

The Parish Council would rate the
facilities for sport and leisure as
‘good’ for quality, quantity and
accessibility.

Sherborne Parish Council highlighted a need for
more 3G pitches available as current provision is
inadequate and improved storage at the
recreation ground.

The Parish Council feel the quality of
the facilities in the borough is ‘good’
the quantity is ‘poor’ and the
accessibility is ‘average’.

The leisure park is in desperate need of an update.
The swimming facilities are particularly badly
maintained and in a poor state of repair. The
changing rooms in the gym are disgusting and not
cleaned to a good standard.

The Parish Council commented
that there are no facilities for
sport and leisure in Bramley
Parish and as such the quantity is
‘very poor’.

Bramley Parish Council feel that the
facilities in the borough are ‘Excellent’
in quality, quantity and accessibility.

The Parish Council did not provide any comment
on the facility needs.

Sherborne St
John Parish
Council

Rooksdown
Parish Council

Bramley Parish
Council

The Parish Council’s facility priorities
include developing new facilities for
sport and physical activity and
increasing the use of facilities by local
clubs, schools, groups and members
of the public. An example provided is
increasing the use of open parkland
space by new youth Rooksdown
football team.
No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about their future
facility priorities.
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The Parish Council feel that there is need to
increase the quality of Athletics tracks in the
borough and the quantity of Cricket pitches, Gym
/ health and fitness suites, Netball/ Tennis courts,
Sports halls and Swimming pools. There is also a
need to improve transport links to facilities in the
centre of town.
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Town/
Council

Parish

Facility Priorities and plans

Current Provision in Parish

Current Provision in Basingstoke and
Deane

Future Facility Needs in Basingstoke and Deane

Monk Sherborne Parish Council
confirmed that their facility priorities
include ‘improving and refurbishing
existing facilities for sport and
physical activity’ and ‘increasing
usage of facilities by local clubs,
schools, groups and members of the
public’.
The Parish Council’s facility priority is
‘improving and refurbishing existing
facilities for sport and physical
activity’. They intend to refurbish a
sports wall on Pamber Park.
The Parish Councils facility priorities
include ‘developing new facilities for
sport and physical activity’ and
‘improve/refurbish existing facilities
for sport and physical activity’.

Monk Sherborne Parish Council
feel that the facilities in their
parish can be rated as ‘average’
for
quality,
quantity
and
accessibility.

The Parish Council feel that the
facilities in the borough can be rated
as ‘good’ for quality, quantity and
accessibility.

The Parish Council feels the there is a need to
increase the quality of swimming pools in
Basingstoke and Deane and increase the quantity
of Athletics tracks, Dance or exercise studios,
Gym/ health and fitness suites, Netball/ Tennis
courts, Sports Halls and Squash courts.

The Parish Council commented
that there are no facilities for
sport and leisure in Pamber Parish
and as such the quantity is ‘poor’.

Pamber Parish Council feel that the
facilities in the borough are ‘good’ in
quality, quantity and accessibility.

East Woodhay Parish Council
would rate the facilities for sport
and leisure in their parish as
‘good’ for quality, quantity and
accessibility.

The Parish Council feel that the
facilities in the borough are ‘average’
in quality and quantity and have
‘good’ accessibility.

Hartley Wespall
Parish Council

No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about their future
facility priorities.

Hartley Wespall Parish is a small
village with no sport/recreation
facilities.

Newnham
Parish Council

The Parish Council’s facility priority is
‘improving / refurbishing existing
facilities for sport and physical
activity’.

Newnham Parish has no sport and
leisure facilities and as such the
quantity is ‘very poor’.

Hartley Wespall Parish Council feel
that the facilities for sport and leisure
in Basingstoke and Deane can be
rated as ‘Excellent’ in quantity and
quality and ‘good’ for accessibility.
The Parish Council feel that the
facilities in the borough can be rated
as ‘Excellent’ in quality, ‘good’ in
quantity
and
‘average’
for
accessibility.

The Parish Council commented that there is a need
to increase the quantity of artificial grass pitches,
changing rooms, football pitches, Indoor tennis
centres, rugby pitches and sports halls in
Basingstoke and Deane.
The Parish Council commented that there is a need
to increase the quality of swimming pools and
changing rooms in the borough and increase the
quantity of artificial grass pitches, cricket pitches,
gymnastics centres, netball/tennis courts and
sports halls.
The Parish Council did not provide any comment
on the facility needs.

Monk
Sherborne
Parish Council

Pamber Parish
Council

East Woodhay
Parish Council
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The Parish Council commented that there is a need
to increase the quality of changing rooms, dance
and exercise studios and rugby pitches in the
borough. There is also a need to increase the
quantity of athletics tracks, gym/ health and
fitness suites, gymnastics centres, indoor athletics
facilities, martial arts studios/ dojos, sports halls
and swimming pools.
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Town/
Council

Parish

Chineham
Parish Council

Wootton St
Lawrence Parish
Council

Whitchurch
Town Council

Facility Priorities and plans

Current Provision in Parish

Current Provision in Basingstoke and
Deane

Future Facility Needs in Basingstoke and Deane

The Parish Council’ facilities priorities
are ‘Developing new facilities for
sport
and
physical
activity’,
‘Improving /refurbishing existing
facilities for sport and physical
activity’ and ‘Increasing usage of
facilities by local clubs, schools,
groups and members of the public’.
The Parish Council’ facilities priorities
are ‘Developing new facilities for
sport
and
physical
activity’,
‘Improving /refurbishing existing
facilities for sport and physical
activity’ and ‘Increasing usage of
facilities by local clubs, schools,
groups and members of the public’.
The Parish Council’ facilities priorities
are ‘Developing new facilities for
sport and physical activity’ and
‘Improving /refurbishing existing
facilities for sport and physical
activity’.

Chineham Parish Council feel that
the facilities in their parish can be
rated as ‘good’ for quality and
accessibility and ‘excellent’ in
quantity.

Chineham Parish Council feel that the
facilities in the borough are ‘good’ in
quality, quantity and accessibility.

The Parish Council did not provide any comment
on the facility needs.

Wootton St Lawrence Parish
Council feel that the facilities in
their Parish can be rated as ‘poor’
for quantity and quality and
‘average’ for accessibility.

The Parish Council feel that the
facilities in the borough are ‘average’
in quality, quantity and accessibility.

The Parish Council commented that there is a need
to increase the quality cricket pitches and the
quantity of Gymnastics centres, Indoor athletics
facilities, Martial arts studios/ dojos, Netball/
Tennis courts, Outdoor bowls, Rugby pitches,
Sports halls and squash courts.

Whitchurch
Town
Council
describe their facilities as ‘very
poor’ in accessibility and quantity.
Most facilities are provided by
Testbourne Community School,
which results in restricted
availability to the public.
No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about their current
provision.

The Parish Council feel that the
facilities in the borough are ‘poor’ in
quality, quantity and accessibility.
This is largely due to the lack of
transport to facilities.

The Parish Council commented that most facilities
are focused on Basingstoke. The few facilities we
have in Whitchurch focus on team sports. The
facilities need to be broadened to cater for all
interests and age groups.

The Parish Council commented that
the general provision is good however
it is hard to reach due to a lack of
public transport.
The parish Council feels that the
facilities in the borough are generally
of a good standard.

The Parish Council feels there is a need to increase
the quantity of Dance or exercise studio, Gym /
health and fitness suite, Indoor athletics facility,
Indoor tennis centre, Sports hall, Swimming pool.
The Parish Council did not provide any comment
on the facility needs.

St Mary Bourne
Parish Council

No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about their future
facility priorities.

Stratfield Turgis
Parish Council

No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about their future
facility priorities.

The Parish Council stated that
there is need to update or build
changing
rooms,
toilets,
clubhouse facilities and showers
in Stratfield Turgis.
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Town/
Council

Parish

Facility Priorities and plans

Tadley Town
Council

No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about their future
facility priorities.

Old basing &
Lychpit Parish
Council

No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about their future
facility priorities.

Baughurst
Parish Council

No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about their future
facility priorities.

Current Provision in Parish

Tadley Town Council feel that
there is a need to update the
Changing rooms in Tadley.

The Parish Council stated that
there is need to update or build
new toilets at their sports and
leisure facilities.
The Parish Council commented
that they have the Pineapple
playing field for organised sport,
but there is nowhere designated
within Baughurst for casual
exercise.

Current Provision in Basingstoke and
Deane

Future Facility Needs in Basingstoke and Deane

No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about the current
provision in Basingstoke and Deane.

The Parish Council commented that there is a need
to improve the quality of Swimming pools in the
borough and increase the quantity of Dance or
exercise studios, Gym / health and fitness suites,
Gymnastics centers, Indoor athletics facilities,
Indoor tennis centers, Sports halls and Squash
courts.
The Parish Council commented that there is a need
to improve the quality of Gymnastics centres,
Sports halls and Squash courts in the borough and
the quantity of Indoor athletics facilities and
Indoor tennis centres.
The Parish Council did not provide any comment
on the facility needs.

No comment was provided by the
Parish Council about the current
provision in Basingstoke and Deane.

The Parish Council commented that
Sports facilities in Basingstoke are too
far removed from Baughurst and
Tadley for our residents to easily
travel to take advantage.
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5.5.1 Conclusion
Consultation with Parish Councils indicates that largely they hold the view that there is good
facility provision within the borough but that there is a need to improve accessibility for rural
areas through better transport links facilities in the centre of Basingstoke. 3 of the Parish
Councils who maintain playing pitches commented that there is a need to update the
ancillary facilities at their grounds including changing facilities and toilet provision. These
are considered further within the PPS document as well as within the priorities presented in
Section 8 of this report.
5.6 Summary
Previously in Section 4 of this report, both the ‘Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council Plan
2013 to 2017’ and ‘Basingstoke and Deane’s local strategic partnership strategy and action
plan’ highlighted the key focus of community engagement and for the council to be
informing, consulting and involving local people in future decisions within the borough.
Aligning this important council and partner objective with the national planning policy
framework and the key driver from Sport England of building up a picture of local need, this
section has highlighted the clear and evident needs from a wide range of partners involved
in sport in Basingstoke and Deane. Facility demand surveys were sent to National Governing
Bodies of Sport (NGBs), primary/secondary schools, Parish Councils, community groups and
sports clubs. The analysis has highlighted the emerging findings relating to demand and
supply and the provision of facilities for sport and physical activity in Basingstoke and Deane
informing the priorities presented later in Sections 6 and 8 of this report.
Further input is also presented within the separate PPS document that has informed the
priorities within that document, with football leagues and other partners. These are also
presented as joint priorities for this overall LRNA in Section 8 of this report.
The council continues to focus on providing the best possible solutions for sport, recreation
and leisure amidst an overall challenging budget balancing exercise for the council. The
consultation results indicate that sport and recreation continue to play an integral and
increasingly important role in the lives of the residents and communities of Basingstoke and
Deane. Leading facility needs have been highlighted indicating investment needs for
improving the current facility stock and also the need for new investment within the borough.
These issues are considered now in the context of the facility audit and assessment analysis
that is presented in Section 6 and the emerging priorities set out in Section 8 of this report.
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Section 6: Sports Facility Needs and Analysis
6.1 Introduction
The sections which follow set out the quantity, quality and accessibility assessments
undertaken by the Consultant Team for each sports facility type identified within the
methodology. For each facility type these sections set out the key findings of the supply and
demand analysis (quantitative assessment), non-technical quality assessment (qualitative
assessment), accessibility assessment (including distance thresholds), and consultation
process (identifying local needs). Each section sets out conclusions and makes
recommendations based on this detailed and robust evidence base.
6.2 Priorities and Standards for Provision
Sport England advises against focusing on one single tool for determining standards for
sports facility provision on the basis that a more detailed, layered and localised approach to
the assessment of needs and opportunities at a local authority level is required as a basis
for future policy. The following sections make comparisons with county, regional and national
data where appropriate but do not establish standards for provision based on any single
measure or set priorities based on comparison with other areas (which by definition
experience different supply and demand side conditions).
6.3 Mapping and Catchments
Each of the facilities audited in the supply and demand analysis has been mapped and these
maps are presented in the following facility specific sections. Facility specific catchments
based on distance are applied to each individual site. The distance catchments applied are
summarised below with an explanation of the rationale for applying them:
o
o

1 mile (1.6km) walk-to catchment: based on the Sport England’s recommended 20
minute walk-to catchment.
3 mile (4.8km) drive-to catchment: based on both Sport England’s guidance (for facilities
within a 20 minutes’ drive time).

6.4 Population Projections
The population projections used in this report to forecast growth and future demand for
sports facilities in Basingstoke and Deane are based on Small Area Population Forecasts
(SAPF) provided by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. These forecasts look ahead to
the medium term (2020). SAPF are fundamentally dwelling led and therefore responsive
and reliant on accurate data being fed in to the model on housing sites location, dwelling
mix and phasing. The current version of SAPF (2013-based) is due to be updated and may
show a higher population figure, both currently and in 2020/2021. The findings of this study
should be reviewed and updated on an ongoing basis to take account of changes to
population projections for Basingstoke and Deane.
6.5 Swimming Pools
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for swimming pool provision within Basingstoke and Deane alongside the
leading outcomes from the detailed consultation process which has informed this study. The
priorities and standards to be adopted for swimming pool provision are then provided at the
end of this assessment. As per the methodology presented earlier, all community accessible
swimming pools which are at least 20m in length/160m² in area have been included within
the audit and analysis. Learner/teaching/training pools and leisure pools less than 20m in
length/160m² in area and located at sites which also offer a main pool which meets the
inclusion criteria have also been included within the supply and demand analysis, as per
Sport England’s FPM modelling. Private swimming pools and lidos have been excluded from
the analysis.
6.5.1 Quantitative Assessment
Figure 6.1 provides a list of the 20m+/160m² swimming pool sites in Basingstoke and Deane
which are publicly accessible. Further information on each of the swimming pool sites audited
in this study is also provided.
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Figure 6.1: 20m+/160m² community accessible swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane

Map
Point

Facility Name

Postcode

Number
of Pools

1

Basingstoke
Aquadrome

RG22 6PG

3

2

Basingstoke Sports
Centre

RG21 7LE

2

3

Beechdown Club

RG22 4ES

4

5
6

Cranbourne
RG21
Business &
3NP
Enterprise College
Queen Mary’s
College Sports
RG21 3HF
Centre
Tadley Swimming
RG26 3LA
Pool
TOTAL NUMBER OF POOLS /
m² OF WATER SPACE

Water
Space
(m²)
375 +
200 +
200

Pool Type

Access Type

Ownership
Type

Management
Type

Year Built
(Year
Refurbished)

Main/General x
2 + Leisure Pool

Pay and Play

Local
Authority

Trust

2002

300 + 96

Main/General +
Learner/Teachin
g/Training

Pay and Play

Other

Trust

1970
(2007)

1

160
(104.3)

Main/General

Commercial

Commercial
Management

1992
(2014)

1

160

Main/General

1

184

Main/General

Pay and Play

Further
Education

1

337.5

Main/General

Pay and Play

Local
Authority

9

2012.5
(1956.8)

Registered
Membership
use
Sports Club /
Community
Association

Community
school

School/Colleg
e/University
(in house)
School/Colleg
e/University
(in house)
Trust

* Site visits and consultation have revealed that the swimming pool at Beechdown Club is actually
104.3m² (rather than 160m² which is the area given on Active Places Power and used in Sport England’s
FPM modelling). The Consultant Team visited Beechdown Club and the site has been included within the
qualitative review and FPM modelling undertaken to date. However, given that the pool does not meet
the criteria for inclusion in the study it is necessary to qualify the supply and demand figures given by
the FPM.

6.5.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
Figure 6.2 compares the current supply of and demand for swimming pools in Basingstoke
and Deane with the regional and geographical neighbour averages. The data presented is
based on the ‘Strategic Assessment of need for Artificial Grass Pitches, Swimming Pools and
Sports Halls in Basingstoke and Deane’ (July 2014 FPM National Run Profile Report).
Figure 6.2: Supply/Demand – 20m+/160m² community accessible swimming pools in
Basingstoke and Deane

Supply/Demand
Population
Number of pool sites
Number of pools
Supply – total water space
(m²)
Supply – water space (m²)
per 1,000 of the population
Supply – publicly available
water space in m² (scaled
with hours available in peak
period)
Supply – total water space in
visits per week in the peak
period (vpwpp)
Demand – vpwpp demanded
Demand – equivalent in m²
of water space (with comfort
factor included)
Supply/Demand balance
(m²)

Basingstoke
& Deane
174,585
6
9
2,012.50

Test
Valley
118,309
3
6
1,110.50

Hart

South East

England

94,146
6
7
1,550

8,898,032
396
571
124,684.30

54,472,081
2187
3086
688,869.80

11.53

9.39

16.46

14.01

12.65

1,793.7

772.1

1,080.0

101,703.20

571,371.80

15,545

6,691

9,360

881,428

4,951,889

11,387
1,877.0

7,468
1,231.1

6,040
995.6

569,707
93,907.7

3,515,618
579,497.4

-83.38

-459.01

84.39

7,795.49

-8,125.68
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The key findings of the FPM analysis in relation to the current supply of and demand for
swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o There are 6 sites across Basingstoke and Deane which offer swimming pools which meet
the criteria for inclusion within this study (community accessible pools at least 20m in
length and 160m² in area). Learner/teaching/training pools and leisure pools located at
sites which also offer a main pool which meets the inclusion criteria have also been
included within the supply and demand analysis, as per Sport England’s FPM modelling.
The FPM modelling excludes private facilities and lidos from its analysis.
o The 6 sites under review provide a combined total of 9 swimming pools. 7 of these are
main pools, 1 is a learner/teaching/training pool and 1 is a leisure pool. 2 of the sites
under review offer 6 lane pools.
o The 9 pools under review offer 2012.5m² of water space in total, a larger supply than in
neighbouring boroughs Test Valley and Hart.
o Taking into account when these pools in Basingstoke and Deane are publicly available,
Sport England’s FPM scales the supply down to 1793.7m² of water space available within
the peak period.
o 2 of the 6 pool sites are in the ownership of Basingstoke and Deane Council and operated
by Serco through Basingstoke and Deane Community Leisure Trust (Basingstoke
Aquadrome and Tadley Swimming Pool). The remaining 4 pool sites are owned by
Basingstoke Sports Centre Trust (Basingstoke Sports Centre), a commercial club
(Beechdown Club), a community school (Cranbourne Business and Enterprise College)
and a further education institute (Queen Mary’s College Sports Centre).
o The pools at the Serco operated sites, at Basingstoke Sports Centre and Queen Mary’s
College Sports Centre can be accessed by the community on a pay and play basis, the
pool at Cranbourne Business and Enterprise College can be hired by sports
clubs/community associations and Beechdown Club is open to registered members only.
o Currently, according to FPM modelling, there is 11.53m² of water space in Basingstoke
and Deane per 1,000 of the population. This is a higher per capita supply than in Test
Valley but lower than in Hart, and is below the regional and national averages. When the
pool at Beechdown Club is discounted the supply of water space per 1,000 of the
population in Basingstoke and Deane falls to 11.21m².
o FPM modelling shows that there is a negative supply/demand balance in Basingstoke
and Deane equivalent to a slight deficit of 83m² of water space, meaning that the
demand for use of water space is greater than the supply of water space within the
borough.
o When the total level of unmet demand for use of swimming pools located in Basingstoke
and Deane is calculated, the FPM shows that unmet demand is equivalent to 129m²
of water space currently.
Figure 6.3 shows the demand for swimming pools generated by Basingstoke and Deane
residents currently being met by supply, compared with the regional and neighbouring
borough averages.
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Figure 6.3: Satisfied Demand – demand from Basingstoke and Deane residents currently
being met by supply

Satisfied Demand
Total number of visits
which are met
% of total demand
satisfied
% of demand satisfied
who travelled by car
% of demand satisfied
who travelled by foot
% of demand satisfied
who travelled by public
transport
Demand Retained
(vpwpp)
Demand Retained - as a
% of Satisfied Demand
Demand Exported
(vpwpp)
Demand Exported - as a
% of Satisfied Demand

Basingstoke
& Deane

Test
Valley

Hart

South
East

England

10,604

6,334

5,839

530,452

3,2312,349

93.10

84.80

96.70

93.10

91.40

85.07

91.06

92.45

82.76

75.74

10.18

5.57

3.93

10.82

14.97

4.74

3.37

3.62

6.42

9.29

9,433

3,555

3,117

516,199

3,210,450

89.0

56.10

53.40

97.30

99.90

1,171

2,779

2,722

14,253

1,899

11.0

43.90

46.60

2.70

0.10

The key findings of the FPM analysis in relation to satisfied demand for swimming pools in
Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o 93.1% of demand for use of swimming pools generated by Basingstoke and Deane’s
2014 population is satisfied. This level of satisfied demand is in line with the regional
average and higher than the national average. Hart experiences a higher level of
satisfied demand for pools (96.7%) whilst in Test Valley it is lower (84.8%).
o 89% of satisfied demand for use of swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane is retained
within the local authority area (met by facilities located within Basingstoke and Deane),
whilst 11% is exported to other local authority areas (met by facilities located outside of
Basingstoke and Deane). The level of satisfied demand amongst Basingstoke and Deane
residents which is exported to other boroughs is significantly lower than in both Test
Valley and Hart.
o The relatively low level of exported demand in Basingstoke and Deane indicates that
residents are using pools within the borough and not leaving the borough to access pools
in neighbouring local authority areas.
o The majority (85%) of satisfied demand for use of swimming pools is amongst
Basingstoke and Deane residents travelling by car. This is higher than the regional and
national averages but below the levels of satisfied demand by car in Test Valley (91%)
and Hart (92%). 10% of satisfied demand for swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane
is amongst residents traveling by foot and the remaining 5% by public transport.
Figure 6.4 looks in more detail at the demand from Basingstoke and Deane residents that is
not currently being met by existing provision, compared with the regional and neighbouring
borough averages.
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Figure 6.4: Unmet Demand – demand from Basingstoke and Deane residents not currently
being met by supply

Unmet Demand
Total number of visits in
the peak, not currently
being met
Unmet demand as a % of
total demand
Equivalent in water space
(m²) - with comfort factor
% of Unmet Demand due
to:
Lack of Capacity
Outside Catchment
Outside Catchment:
% Unmet demand
who do not have
access to a car
% of Unmet demand
who have access to a
car
Lack of Capacity:
% Unmet demand
who do not have
access to a car
% of Unmet demand
who have access to a
car

Basingstoke
& Deane

Test
Valley

Hart

South
East

England

783

1,135

201

39,255

303,269

6.9

15.2

3.3

6.9

8.6

129.06

187.03

33.14

6,470.59

49,989.43

5.5
94.5
94.5

50.7
49.3
49.3

0.1
99.9
99.9

7.5
92.5
92.5

11.6
88.4
88.4

62.66

32.11

75.55

70.97

68.83

31.84

17.23

24.34

21.52

19.54

5.5

50.7

0.1

7.5

11.6

0.1

11.7

0.1

4.4

9.1

5.4

39.0

0.0

3.1

2.6

The key findings of the FPM analysis in relation to unmet demand for swimming pools in
Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o Currently 6.9% of demand for use of swimming pools generated by Basingstoke and
Deane’s 2014 population is unmet, which is in line with the regional average and below
the national average (8.6%). The level of unmet demand for swimming pools in
Basingstoke and Deane is higher than in Hart (3.3%) but significantly lower than in Test
Valley (15.2%).
o Just 5.5% of this unmet demand in Basingstoke and Deane is due to a lack of capacity
at existing swimming pools in the borough, which suggests that on the whole there is
sufficient capacity at existing pools to meet demand from residents located within the
catchment of the swimming pool sites.
o The demand that is exported is to authorities that have facilities near the boundary of
Basingstoke and Deane. It is interesting to note that whilst there are no swimming pools
in the north-west of Basingstoke and Deane, the level of unmet demand in this area is
relatively low due to the proximity of swimming pools in West Berkshire.
o 94.5% of unmet demand for swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane is due to
residents being located outside the catchment of a pool, particularly those who do not
have access to a car. This suggests that the location of existing pool provision is an issue
in Basingstoke and Deane. Increasing pool capacity at existing sites will not address the
issue of unmet demand amongst residents located outside of the catchment of a pool.
Figure 6.5 shows how well the swimming pools within Basingstoke and Deane are used,
compared with the regional and neighbouring borough averages.
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Figure 6.5: Used Capacity - How well used are the facilities?
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The key findings of the FPM analysis in relation to used capacity at swimming pools in
Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o Swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane are operating at 64% capacity during peak
periods, which is above the regional average (60.6%) and in line with the national
average. 70% used capacity is the guide used by Sport England to indicate when a pool
is becoming ‘uncomfortably’ busy.
o The two swimming pools with the highest levels of used capacity are Basingstoke
Aquadrome (70% and highest annual throughput) and Basingstoke Sports Centre (71%
and second highest annual throughput).
o FPM modelling suggests that there may be potential to increase community usage at
Cranbourne Business and Enterprise College (currently operating at 43% capacity),
Queen Marys College Sports Centre (currently operating at 53% capacity) and Tadley
Pool (currently operating at 55% capacity, despite having the third highest annual
throughput across all pools in Basingstoke and Deane). This should be verified with Serco
and the school/college based on the current pool programmes at these sites.
o 89% of visits to swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane are made by road travel and
just 11% by foot.
o An estimated 94% of the used capacity of swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane
comes from Basingstoke and Deane residents (is related to visits to pools in Basingstoke
and Deane by residents of the local authority).
FPM Scenarios: Potential Future Supply and Demand Changes
In addition to considering the current position with regard to the supply of and demand for
swimming pool provision in Basingstoke and Deane, it is important to assess how population
changes within the borough and future changes to the facilities stock will influence supply
and demand in the future. The November 2013 ‘Swimming Facilities Options Appraisal’
undertaken by The Sports Consultancy includes FPM modelling which looks at how the supply
of and demand for swimming pool provision in Basingstoke and Deane is likely to change up
to 2026 in light of projected population growth and potential changes and refurbishment to
the existing pool supply across the borough. For the purposes of this study two future
scenarios are presented and compared with the current 2014 position summarised
previously:
o Scenario 1: Current supply of swimming facilities (with updated/checking of existing
facilities data), with 2026 population projections and inclusion of planned pools in other
local authority areas.
o Scenario 2: Variation in swimming pool supply with 2026 population projections and
inclusion of planned pools in other local authority areas. Supply changes as follows:

Pool at Cranbourne Business and Enterprise College closes.

Replacement 25m college/community pool at Queen Mary’s College Sports
Centre.
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Additional 50m pool at Sherfield School.
Refurbishment of Basingstoke Aquadrome.
Other existing stock (Tadley Swimming Pool) remain and are maintained.

Figure 6.6 compares the supply of and demand for swimming pools in Basingstoke and
Deane currently with the projected position in scenarios 1 and 2. In scenario 1 the supply of
water space remains the same but demand increases by around 10% as the population
grows. This results in a negative supply/demand balance equivalent to 287m² of water
space. In scenario 2 the supply of water space increases significantly with the development
of a new 50m pool at Sherfield School and the larger pool at Queen Mary’s College, resulting
in a positive supply/demand balance equivalent to a surplus of 797m² of water space. This
modelling indicates that doing nothing to the existing swimming pool stock will result in
demand outstripping supply in Basingstoke and Deane.
Figure 6.6: Supply/Demand – comparison of current position with scenarios 1 and 2

Supply/Demand
Population
Number of pool sites
Number of pools
Supply – total water space (m²)
Supply – water space (m²) per
1,000 of the population
Supply – publicly available
water space in m² (scaled with
hours available in peak period)
Supply – total water space in
visits per week in the peak
period (vpwpp)
Demand – vpwpp demanded
Demand – equivalent in m² of
water space (with comfort
factor included)
Supply/Demand balance (m²)

2014
Position

2026
Position

174,585
6
9
2,012.5
11.53

197,476
6
9
2,012.5
10.20

2026
Position
with Supply
Changes
197,476
6
9
3,219
16.30

1,793.7

1,793.7

2,877.8

15,545

15,545

24,941

11,387
1,877.0

12,623
2,080.7

12,623
2,080.7

-83.38

-287.03

797.15

Figure 6.7 compares the level of satisfied demand for swimming pools in Basingstoke and
Deane currently with the projected position in scenarios 1 and 2. The overall proportion of
demand for swimming pools that is satisfied drops very slightly in scenarios 1 and 2, despite
a higher number of visits being met. Overall demand for pools increases as a result of a
projected population increases in Basingstoke and Deane and surrounding areas. Satisfied
demand drops only slightly to because, in the main, existing pools have the capacity to meet
the increased demand. The level of retained demand increases slightly in scenario 1 and
further in scenario 2 as more visits are met by facilities within the borough.
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Figure 6.7: Satisfied Demand – comparison of current position with scenarios 1 and 2

Satisfied Demand
Total number of visits
which are met
% of total demand
satisfied
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% of demand satisfied
who travelled by foot
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who travelled by public
transport
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% of Satisfied Demand
Demand Exported
(vpwpp)
Demand Exported - as a
% of Satisfied Demand
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Position

2026
Position

2026
Position
with Supply
Changes
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11,709

11,713

93.10

92.80

92.80

85.07

84.8

85.4

10.18

10.6

9.7

4.74

4.6

4.9

9,433

10,558

10,730

89.0

90.2

91.6

1,171

1,152

983

11.0

9.8

8.4

Figure 6.8 compares the level of unmet demand for swimming pools in Basingstoke and
Deane currently with the projected position in scenarios 1 and 2. The level of unmet demand
increases slightly from 6.9% currently to 7.2% in scenarios 1 and 2, but there are still no
areas of Basingstoke and Deane where unmet demand would fully justify new pool provision.
However some existing pools would come under increased pressure to meet this demand.
Unmet demand being due to lack of capacity increases only slightly to 8.5% in scenario 2
and 9.8% in scenario 1. The remaining unmet demand is down to living outside the
catchment of a pool.
Figure 6.8: Unmet Demand – comparison of current position with scenarios 1 and 2

Unmet Demand
Total number of visits in
the peak, not currently
being met
Unmet demand as a % of
total demand
Equivalent in water
space (m²)
- with
comfort factor
% of Unmet Demand due
to:
Lack of Capacity
Outside Catchment
Outside Catchment:
% Unmet demand
who do not have
access to a car
% of Unmet demand
who have access to a
car
Lack of Capacity:
% Unmet demand

2014
Position

2026
Position

2026
Position
with Supply
Changes

783

914

910

6.9

7.2

7.2

129.06

150.59

150.03

5.5
94.5
94.5

9.76
90.25
90.25

8.51
91.49
91.49

62.66

59.25

62.44

31.84

31.00

29.05

5.5
0.1

9.8
0.7

8.5
0.1
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Unmet Demand
who do not have
access to a car
% of Unmet demand
who have access to a
car

2014
Position

2026
Position

2026
Position
with Supply
Changes

5.4

9.1

8.4

Figure 6.9 compares the usage capacity at swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane
currently with the projected position in scenarios 1 and 2. Currently utilised capacity across
the area is averaged as 64.6% which is slightly higher than the national (64.3%) and
regional (61.2%) levels. Only one pool is operating at above comfortable capacity (seen as
being 70% for pools) the Beechdown Club (100%), The Sports Centre is operating at
comfortable capacity (69%) with the remaining pools below comfortable capacity, the lowest
being Cranbourne at 43%.
Figure 6.9: Used Capacity - comparison of current position with scenarios 1 and 2

Used Capacity
Total number of visits used
of current capacity
% of overall capacity of
pools used
% of visits made to pools by
walkers
% of visits made to pools by
road
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10558
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Sports Facility Calculator (SFC)
Sport England’s SFC estimates the likely facility needs of a particular population based on
estimated demand for that facility type. Figure 6.10 shows total additional demand for
swimming pools generated by projected population growth in Basingstoke and Deane in the
period 2011-2029. It compares the number of facilities that the SFC estimates are required
to meet projected levels of demand generated by the additional residents in Basingstoke and
Deane both now and in the future. The population growth presented is based on the 2011
Census figure used by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (167,799). It should be noted
that the SFC does not take into account the age and condition of existing facilities or the
import and export of demand across borough boundaries.
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Figure 6.10: Sports Facility Calculator – demand for water space generated by Basingstoke
and Deane’s current and future populations

Year

Population

Projected
Population
Increase on
2011 Census
Figure

2011

167,799

2016
2029

Sports Facility Calculator Recommendation
Water Space (m²)

Visits per Week in
the Peek period

-

1,804

10,945

177,307

9,508

1,906

11,565

196,745

28,946

2,115

12,833

The SFC suggests that between 2011 and 2016 population growth in Basingstoke and Deane
generated demand for an additional 102m² of water space or 620 visits per week in the peak
period. By 2029 it is projected that Basingstoke and Deane’s population will generate
demand for an additional 311m² of water space or one and a half 25m pools on top of the
2011 level of demand (or an additional 1,888 visits per week in the peak period).
Whilst the SFC does not take into account the existing supply of swimming pools in
Basingstoke and Deane, this analysis does suggest that population growth up to 2029 will
generate demand for additional water space given that the FPM analysis is showing that
6.9% of demand for swimming pools is currently unmet (equivalent to 129m² of water
space). There is no clear need for additional water space in Basingstoke and Deane currently
but increasing demand resulting from population growth will necessitate the provision of
more community accessible water space in the longer term.
Sport England’s Active People
The Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 6.9% of Basingstoke and Deane’s population
aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of swimming at least once a week, which
is just above the national (6.6%), regional (6.7%) and CSP (6.8%) averages.
The survey also found that in 2013/14 7.7% of Basingstoke and Deane’s population aged
16+ stated they would like to do more swimming than they currently do, which is below the
national (11.0%), regional (10.6%) and CSP (10.4%) averages.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 15.0% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in swimming, which is above the CSP average
(14.3%), regional (14.7%) and national (14.0%) averages.
The Market Segmentation Tool also estimates that 14.3% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult
(18+) population would like to participate in more swimming than they currently do, which
is above the CSP (13.8%), regional (13.9%) and national (13.9%) averages.
This level of latent demand for participation in swimming represents a potential adult market
of 17,714 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation data.
6.5.3 Supply and Demand Analysis Summary
o There is an uneven spread of swimming pools across Basingstoke and Deane. All six
sites are located in the west of the borough, in and around Basingstoke, except Tadley
Swimming Pool, which serves the north of the borough.
o The supply of water space per 1,000 residents in Basingstoke and Deane is below the
south east region average. The simple supply/demand analysis suggests that there is a
small shortfall in supply of water space at the current time. However, the levels of
satisfied demand are higher than national levels and in line with the regional figure.
o There are a number of significant areas of aggregated unmet demand across Hampshire.
The highest area is in and around Andover in the northern half of Test Valley, which
shows that an additional 102sqm of water. This unmet demand spills over the Test Valley
boundary to areas of Basingstoke and Deane and Winchester.
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o

o

o

o
o

The model suggests that there are opportunities to further increase the usage of some
facilities that currently have lower levels of used capacity, such as Tadley Pool, Queen
Marys and Cranbourne (see Appendix 1 for a breakdown).
The primary reason for unmet demand appears to be the fact that people are located
outside of the catchment of pools which reflects the fact that large areas of the borough,
particularly the western parts, do not currently have a swimming pool facility.
It must be noted that there is a large area of aggregated unmet demand in the northern
part of Test Valley too and it may be possible to consider cross boundary working in
order to provide for the population living in the west of the borough along with those to
the north and east of Andover living in Test Valley. Andover Leisure Centre swimming
pools are aging and are operating at 100% capacity. Working jointly with Test Valley
could improve the strategic provision of swimming pools.
The level of unmet demand in the whole borough equates to 129m².
The SFC shows that projected population growth in Basingstoke and Deane between
2011 and 2029 will generate demand for an additional 319m² of water space by 2029.
Whilst the FPM modelling indicates that there is no pressing need for additional water
space in Basingstoke and Deane currently, increasing demand generated by population
growth will lead to a requirement for provision of additional, strategically located water
space in the longer term.

6.5.4 Quantity Standards: Swimming Pools
The quantitative supply and demand analysis allows for consideration of quantity standards
for swimming pool provision which should influence Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council’s future investment decisions.
Figure 6.11 calculates the current supply of water space per 1,000 of the population in
Basingstoke and Deane (11.53m²) and uses Sport England’s FPM modelling to calculate a
target per 1,000 of the population quantity standard based on addressing the existing level
of unmet demand for swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane. FPM modelling suggests
that unmet demand for swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane equates to the equivalent
of 129m² of water space, giving a target supply of 2141.5m² or 12.27m² per 1,000 of the
population. This target quantity standard is adopted below in section 6.5.8.
Figure 6.11: Current Target Quantity Standard for Swimming Pools in Basingstoke and
Deane

Current
Supply (m²)

Current
Population

Current
Supply per
1,000
population

Unmet Demand
(equivalent in m²)

Target Supply
based on Unmet
Demand
(m²)

Target Supply per
10,000
population (m²)

2012.5

174,585

11.53

129

2141.5

12.27

Figure 6.12 shows how the quantity of swimming pool supply per 1,000 population in
Basingstoke and Deane will be affected by projected population growth in the borough up to
2029.
By 2016, without additional swimming pool provision or additional demand being met at
existing sites, the supply of water space per 1,000 of the population in Basingstoke and
Deane is projected to fall to 11.35m². By 2026 the level of supply is projected to fall to
10.43m² per 1,000 of the population, and 10.23m² by 2029. This indicates that action must
be taken in the period up to 2029 to ensure that the quantity of swimming pool supply keeps
pace with additional demand generated by population growth in Basingstoke and Deane. In
order to reach the target quantity standard (which will potentially increase) additional water
space or increased capacity at existing sites will be required to ensure that demand for
swimming pools does not go unmet in Basingstoke.
It should be noted that the target quantity standard should be regularly reviewed by
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council in liaison with Sport England to take into account
alterations in demand for swimming pools resulting from population growth and alterations
to the supply of water space in Basingstoke and Deane and its neighbouring local authority
areas. With this in mind it is recommended that a minimum quantity standard of 11.53m²
of water space per 1,000 of the population is maintained and that supply does not fall below
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this level, and that partners work towards the 12.27m² quantity standard (reviewing and
updating this regularly) in the medium to longer term.
Figure 6.12: Projected Impact of Population Growth on Quantity Standard for Swimming
Pools in Basingstoke and Deane

Year

Supply
(m²)

Population
Projection

Supply per
10,000
population
(courts)

2016

2,012.5

177,307

11.35

2021

2,012.5

185,605

10.84

2026

2,012.5

192,889

10.43

2029

2,012.5

196,745

10.23

6.5.5 Qualitative Assessment
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), the highest scoring swimming pool sites are at Tadley Pool and Basingstoke
Sports Centre with a notably low score for Cranbourne School Pool and clear needs for
investment into both the Aquadrome and Queen Mary’s College.
Figure 6.13 Mean Quality Score – Swimming Pool Sites in Basingstoke

Mean Quality Score

Site Name
Basingstoke Aquadrome
Basingstoke Sports Centre
Cranbourne Business & Enterprise College
Queen Marys College Sports Centre
Tadley Swimming Pool

3
4
2
3
4

The assessments reveal that alongside the unmet demand for swimming as detailed
previously, the quality of the existing swimming pools at a number of sites including local
authority owned sites needs attention and potential investment.
A number of potential improvements at individual swimming pool sites have been identified
which could increase attractiveness to users and capacity for community use in the future.
These are presented in section 6.5.8 below.
The quality assessments do not differ notably from the previous 2013 Swimming Pool study,
given only limited investment has occurred since that study, however the investment
priorities and plans are set out in coordination with the other facility needs identified within
the report and importantly the other facility options and needs to ensure a coordinated and
site specific approach to investment into the leisure facility stock.
6.5.6 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.14 identifies 1 mile/20 minute walk to and 3 mile/20 minute drive to catchments
for each of the swimming pool sites under review in Basingstoke and Deane. The map
illustrates that existing pool provision is concentrated in and around Basingstoke Town, in
the east of the borough, with Tadley Swimming pool being the only pool located outside the
Basingstoke area. There is a notable lack of swimming pool provision in the west of the
borough. The whole west of Basingstoke and Deane falls outside of a 3 mile catchment of
one of the borough’s community accessible swimming pools.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
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Figure 6.14: Map of Audited Swimming Pool Sites in Basingstoke and Deane (1 mile walk to
catchments marked)

Figures 6.15 and 6.16 below show the location of the swimming pool sites in Basingstoke
and Deane under review in the context of provision in neighbouring boroughs and
aggregated unmet demand for use of swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane and its
neighbouring boroughs.
Figure 6.15: Location of 20m+/160m² community accessible swimming pools in Basingstoke
and Deane and Neighbouring Boroughs
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Figure 6.15 shows that there are a number of swimming pool sites located in Basingstoke
and Deane’s neighbouring boroughs, close to the border with Basingstoke and Deane. West
Berkshire in particular has a number of pool sites on the border with Basingstoke and Deane
which helps to explain the relatively low level of unmet demand in the north of the borough
despite a lack of pool provision. It is likely that some residents living in the north of
Basingstoke and Deane travel over the border into West Berkshire to access pools and have
their demand met.
Figure 6.16 illustrates the differing levels of unmet demand for swimming pools that exist
across Basingstoke and Deane. The highest areas of unmet demand and therefore the most
in need of additional provision are located in the west and south west of the borough,
particularly around Whitchurch, St Mary Bourne and Ashmansworth. The lowest level of
unmet demand for swimming pools in Basingstoke and Deane can be found in the south east
of the borough around Preston Candover and Upton Grey.
Figure 6.16: Aggregated Unmet Demand for Swimming Pools in Basingstoke and Deane and
Neighbouring Boroughs
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6.5.7 Local Needs and Consultation
The future provision of swimming in Basingstoke will impact on a number of key partners.
Whilst findings from the detailed consultation provide insight into some of the wider issues
(as presented earlier in Section 5) below is a summary of the key partners involved in
swimming.
o

o
o

o

o

o

The ASA have highlighted that the proposed development of Sherfield School 50m pool
would be a huge boost to swimming in Hampshire particularly to meet the growing
training needs of a number of strong and growing clubs (across a number of different
activities such as waterpolo). It will be important that the ASA, the School, the council
and the clubs work together to set out a Service Level Agreement as part of the ongoing development of that site.
Competition provision is limited in Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council with recent
cessation of the Arena National Swimming League competitions at the Aquadrome.
Clubs continue to require additional water space as they grow and whilst the Council
(and its contractors) work well to accommodate the swimming club needs additional pool
time is always required. This has been highlighted by consultees in light of the growing
population of the town and pressure on the club and recreational swimming pool use.
Schools and Education sites – from site visits and consultation it is clear that Cranbourne
School pool is no longer fit for purpose and whilst the County Council are supporting
school pools in some (strategic) locations in Hampshire, none of the school pools in
Basingstoke fall under this category.
Queen Mary College have recently invested into the pool site but further investment is
required at this site. Whilst Basingstoke Borough Council and indeed the County Council
do not have any responsibility for this facility, its important role in providing community
swimming opportunities, alongside the wider community offer at the site, places this site
as an important community sports resource for swimming. It is also seen a more viable
option for both investment and improving the community access to swimming.
Tadley Pool remains an important community asset and improvements to this facility
such as a better health and fitness offer and extending the car park would notably
enhance this facility and the offer for residents north of Basingstoke.

6.5.8 Priorities and Standards for Swimming Pools
The priorities below are set out in line with Sport England’s guidance for forward planning
under the headings of protect, enhance and provide.
Protect
Maintain the current level of swimming
pool provision across Basingstoke as a
minimum.
Ensure that the per capita swimming
pool supply does not fall below 11.53m²
of water space per 1,000 of the
population.

Enhance
Enhance the quality of the swimming pool
provision within the borough so as to
achieve and maintain a mean quality score
of at least 4 out of 5 for all sites.
Improve the capacity of the current pools
through potential refurbishment and
investment into key sites.

Provide
Unmet demand needs for swimming
are due to a combination of
catchment and capacity at pool sites.
Various
effective
options
are
considered to address unmet demand
in the borough.
o

This quantity standard includes the
existing supply of water space at
Cranbourne. Any reduction in the
overall supply of water space across
Basingstoke and Deane (e.g. through
the closure of the pool at Cranbourne)
without replacement will make the
quantity standard fall below the
recommended level. Closure of the pool
at Cranbourne must be considered in
the context of the provision of
additional water space elsewhere in the
borough.

Priority sites to consider:
o Investment into the Aquadrome is
required to address refurbishment
needs as well as the growing need to
maintain its destination status pool.
o Support any proposed refurbishment
of the QMC pool – if deemed the most
viable option against any new build.
o Car Parking investment and overall site
plan for Tadley Pool enhancement
(linked to the potential health and
fitness investment).
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Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs:
Short Term (1 – 3 years)
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Support Sherfield School in the development of their 50m pool project via the planning and development control team.
Work with the swimming club and ASA to set out a service level agreement for club and development usage.
Review the viability of investment into Queen Mary College and determine refurbishment versus rebuild working with the
County Council and the College. Development costs of this to be shared between the Borough Council, the County Council
and College. The on-going maintenance and running costs are key to this site given neither the County Council nor the
Borough Council currently (or will in future) supporting any revenue liability of the swimming pool facility.
Undertake site plan and options for enhancing the car parking at Tadley Pool (in line with the health and fitness / studio
offers enhancements).
Set out the refurbishments and enhancement needs for the Aquadrome in a detailed capital delivery plan with the current
contractor and within the scope of any revised / forward plan contract specification. Consideration should also be given to
the enhancement of the site for indoor provision (see sports hall section) and the need to enhance the reception area if the
Leisure Park masterplan is to proceed.
Continue to work with colleagues at Test Valley on the development of Andover Leisure Centre assessing how it could meet
the needs for swimming in the South West of Basingstoke.

Medium Term (3 - 5 years)
1. Enhancement and investment into the Aquadrome site including investment into additional indoor space.
2. Refurbishment or replacement of QMC pool (based on viability assessment outcomes above).
Long Term (5 years+)
1. Redevelopment of a new centrally located 25m swimming pool secured.
2. Refurbishment and investment into Aquadrome secured.
3. Enhancement to Tadley Pool site.
4. Review impact of the new Andover Leisure Centre on levels of unmet demand for Basingstoke.
Future Needs for Swimming
The Consultant Team do not feel that there is a viable solution to Cranbourne School Pool upon the site audit inspection.
Although a final decision is to be influenced by the school’s confirmation of the running costs and future options, the pool is
neither fit for purpose nor likely to be viable given its age and future maintenance and refurbishment needs. It is also not
considered as a priority school pool for Hampshire for revenue support. This decision is not however one for the Borough Council
to take but the County Council and the School.
It is recommended however that any potential closure of Cranbourne School must be carried out alongside the need to consider
enhancing the capacity of Queen Mary’s College pool either through a refurbishment of the current pool or a new build facility.
Given the high quality of the other indoor and outdoor sports facilities currently on site and the needs for swimming pool
provision for Basingstoke overall, the Consultant Team are of the opinion that the Borough Council should work with the school,
the ASA and the County Council to determine the most viable way forward to improve facilities at this site and look to invest into
improved or new pool provision.
The council’s support for Sherfield School is also of great importance with the opportunity for club training and development
sessions potentially re-locating from the Aquadrome. This has the potential to address the needs of the less performance based
organisations who use Cranbourne to access the Aquadrome or an enhanced Queen Mary’s College pool for increased
recreational swimming and lesson based activities.
The priorities set out above will address some of the current unmet demand by improving access and capacity to the current
pool stock whilst addressing the needs of the Council with the focus on a realistic aim for investment.
As well as protecting the current provision at 11.53m² per 1,000 population the council should work towards a new standard of
12.27m² of water space per 1,000 of the population to be achieved within the medium term of this study as a minimum.
The investment and developments proposed within this section will result in a potential increase of the supply per 1,000
population to 16.3m² per 1,000 of the population. This will meet and exceed the targeted minimum standard and given the
strength of swimming in Basingstoke this should be considered as the medium to long term study of the council to achieve this
to meet the growing needs for swimming and sport in Basingstoke.
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However it should be noted that even if the council (with its partners) achieve this supply standard, there is likely to remain areas
of unmet demand due to small numbers of the residents living outside of the catchment (distance threshold) of a swimming
pool. It is therefore recommended that the council Team work closely with colleagues in Test Valley to review the impact of the
proposed new Andover Leisure Centre.
As part of the overall review process the growing population within the borough will impact on the current supply (and the
projected increase in supply) and unmet demand. The regular review of this study every 2 years will need to include Sport
England FPM analysis alongside the review of the council’s standards and any impact on the levels of unmet demand within the
borough.
6.5.9 Basingstoke Leisure Park Development – the Future of the Aquadrome
The Leisure Park represents an important site for the council and Basingstoke in general
providing a number of destination facilities and venues for local people and for the county
overall. The Consultant Team are aware of the emerging plans for its redevelopment and
investment and the opportunity that the council has of working with a developer led
consortium to invigorate the site and develop an overall masterplan.
Whilst an important leisure destination, it is evident however that the leisure park has
evolved in a piecemeal fashion with very limited connectivity between the buildings and
services.
Based on the study brief, this study has not reviewed the commercial leisure facilities such
as the ice rink and indoor sky-diving facilities however the audit of the Aquadrome and
Loddon Vale (see later section 6.9 on bowls) has highlighted a number of issues related to
these facilities and the overall site.
As detailed in section 6.9, Loddon Vale Indoor Bowls Centre is a high quality facility and
there is little in the way of additional investment need at the site. The most relevant issue
for the council and its partners to consider is that any developments on the leisure park site
should ensure that the indoor bowls does not get adversely impacted. The bowls centre
benefits from good parking and any discussion over redevelopment near and around this
part of the site (or any discussions on relocating the centre) need to ensure that the quality
of access for participants, especially those reliant on cars, is not adversely affected and the
quality of the indoor facilities are retained.
The audit of the Aquadrome highlights a number of key challenges for the council in
maintaining this facility as a leading leisure destination.
Aside from the evident
refurbishment needs of the flumes and leisure water highlighted previously the Consultant
Team are of the opinion that the facility lacks suitable indoor flexible group exercise and
functional training space in relation to the changing health and fitness market (as highlighted
in section 6.8). For a destination leisure facility the Aquadrome lacks any real dwell time for
users of the site such as a good quality café (noting the proximity of Costa coffee) or a good
quality lobby and reception area for people to meet and to socialise before and after activity
at the centre.
The centre also lacks a good quality, visible softplay or wider leisure activity provision and
with the space to the back of the building the Consultant Team are of the opinion that
consideration of introducing various levels of softplay, caving, bouldering and high ropes
could be integrated in the site to go alongside the leisure water space to create more of an
activity zone associated with the facility with the focus on providing for all age groups and
young people in particular.
It has been stated previously that the council must seriously consider the investment needs
of the Aquadrome in order to address the shortcomings of its current provision, areas of the
building are simply not in keeping with a high quality leisure venue. It is also proposed that
the council reviews the wider investment needs of the site in order for the facility to be
rejuvenated as a key leisure destination for Hampshire and the South and to ensure that
investment plans are a key part of any overall masterplan that the council is to be central
to.
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Investment into the site must sit alongside other relevant and complementary new
developments and there must be a coordinated plan to ensure that viable businesses are
not in direct competition with current facilities or, in the case of the Aquadrome, future
investment needs that have been highlighted. Further consideration of this is presented
within Section 8 as one of the medium term strategies for investment.
6.6 Sports Halls
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for sports hall provision within Basingstoke and Deane alongside the leading
outcomes from the detailed consultation process which has informed this study. The
priorities and standards to be adopted for sports hall provision are then provided at the end
of this assessment. As per the methodology presented earlier, community accessible sports
halls offering at least 3+ badminton courts have been included within the audit and analysis.
6.6.1 Quantitative Assessment
Figure 6.17 provides a list of the sports hall sites in Basingstoke and Deane which are publicly
accessible and offer a 3+ badminton court sports hall. Further information on each of the
sports hall sites audited in this study is also provided.
Figure 6.17: Sports Halls in Basingstoke and Deane with 3 or more Badminton Courts

Map
Point

1
2
3

4

5

6

7

8

Facility Name

ALDWORTH
SCIENCE COLLEGE
BASINGSTOKE
SPORTS CENTRE
BRIGHTON HILL
COMMUNITY
SCHOOL
CHEAM SCHOOL
SPORTS COMPLEX
CLERE SCHOOL &
TECHNOLOGY
COLLEGE
COSTELLO
TECHNOLOGY
COLLEGE
CRANBOURNE
BUSINESS &
ENTERPRISE
COLLEGE
FORT HILL
COMMUNITY
CENTRE

9

HURST LEISURE
CENTRE

10

QUEEN MARYS
COLLEGE SPORTS
CENTRE

11

SHERFIELD SCHOOL

12

TESTBOURNE
COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

Postcode

Number of
Badminton
Courts

Access Type

Ownership Type

Management Type

4

Sports Club /
Community
Association

Community
school

School / College /
University (in
house)

1990

5

Pay and Play

Other

Trust

1970

4+
Activity Hall

Pay and Play

Community
school

4

Private Use

Other
Independent
School

RG22 6HA

RG21 7LE
RG22 4HS

RG19 8LD

RG20 9HP

3+
Activity Hall

RG21 4AL
4
RG21 3NP

Sports Club /
Community
Association
Sports Club /
Community
Association

Community
school
Community
school

4+
Activity Hall

Sports Club /
Community
Association

Community
school

4

Pay and Play

Community
school

4

Pay and Play

Community
school

4+
Activity Hall

Pay and Play

Further Education

4

Private Use

Other
Independent
School

4+
Activity Hall

Pay and Play

Foundation
School

RG23 8JQ

RG26 5NL

RG21 3HF

RG27 0HU

RG28 7JF
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School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)

Year Built
(Year
Refurbished)

1977
(2004)
2003
1996
(2013)
1985
(2005)
1965
(2013)
1977
(2010)
1994
(2013)
2002

1988
1965
(2002)
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Map
Point

Facility Name

Postcode

THE EVEREST
HEALTH & LEISURE
CLUB

RG24 9LP

13

14

VYNE COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

Number of
Badminton
Courts

Access Type

Ownership Type

4

Pay and Play

Academies

4

Pay and Play

Community
school

RG21 5PB

TOTAL BADMINTON COURTS
TOTAL COURTS AFTER SPORT ENGLAND
SCALING

Management Type

School / College/
University (in
house)
School / College/
University (in
house)

56
65.3

* Clere School & Technology College has 4 badminton court sports hall marked but Sport England
classifies this as a 3 court hall (full size badminton courts with sufficient run-offs).
** Cheam School Sports Complex has a 4 badminton court sports hall which has been included within
the quantitative assessment, but is excluded from the qualitative assessment because the site did not
wish the Consultant Team to conduct a visit.
*** Whilst there are currently 57 marked badminton courts across the sports hall sites under review,
Sport England has scaled this down to 56 courts due to the smaller hall at Clere School & Technology
College. Sport England’s FPM analysis also takes into account the 5 activity halls (less than 3 badminton
courts in size) at sites which offer a 3+ court hall. When these halls are included the total supply of
badminton courts across Basingstoke and Deane is scaled up to 65.3 courts (an additional 11.3 courts
across 5 activity halls).

6.6.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
Figure 6.18 compares the current supply of and demand for sports halls in Basingstoke and
Deane with the regional and geographical neighbour averages. The data presented is based
on the ‘Strategic Assessment of need for Artificial Grass Pitches, Swimming Pools and Sports
Halls in Basingstoke and Deane’ (July 2014 FPM National Run Profile Report).
Figure 6.18: Supply/Demand – 3+ court sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane

Supply/Demand
Population
Number of sports hall sites
Number of sports halls
Supply – total hall space
(courts)
Supply – hall space (courts)
per 10,000 of the population
Supply – publicly available
hall space in courts (scaled
with hours available in peak
period)
Supply – total hall space in
visits per week in the peak
period (vpwpp)
Demand – vpwpp demanded
Demand – equivalent in
courts
(with comfort factor included)
Supply/Demand balance
(courts)

Basingstoke
& Deane
174,585
14
18
65.3

Test
Valley
118,309
11
17
65.3

94,146
8
12
43.2

South
East
8,898,032
708
963
3,684.20

54,472,081
3985
5584
21,321.60

3.74

5.52

4.59

4.14

3.91

54.71

48.16

31.93

2828.86

16317.16

11,078

9,752

6,466

572,845

3,304,225

7,959
49.14

5,098
31.46

4,172
25.75

397,638
2,454.56

2,483,519
15,330.36

5.57

16.7

6.18

374.3

986.8

Hart
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The key findings of the FPM analysis in relation to the current supply of and demand for
sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o There are 14 sites across Basingstoke and Deane which offer sports halls which are at
least 3 badminton courts in size and community accessible. The FPM modelling excludes
private facilities from its analysis.
o The 14 sports hall sites provide a combined total of 18 sports halls or 65.3 badminton
courts (when activity halls at 3+ court hall sites are taken into account).
o Nine of the sites are located within Basingstoke town and the remaining sites are spread
out across the borough. Three are located along the northern boundary: Hurst Leisure
centre, Cheam School Sports Complex and Clere School and Technology College.
Sherfield School is located on the eastern boundary and Testbourne Community School
is located on the southern boundary.
o The largest sports hall in Basingstoke and Deane is located at Basingstoke Sports Centre
(5 badminton courts or 810m²). 12 of the sports halls are 4 badminton courts in size
and 1 is 3 badminton courts in size (at Clere School & Technology College).
o Thirteen of the 14 sports halls under review are located on educational sites, all of which
are managed in-house by the school/college/university. Basingstoke Sports Centre
offers the only sports hall not located on an educational site and is owned and operated
by Basingstoke Sports Trust.
o Eight of the sites provide access to their sports halls on a pay and play basis, whilst 6 of
the sites offer access to sports clubs/community associations.
o Currently there are 3.74 badminton courts in Basingstoke and Deane per 10,000 of the
population. This is a lower per capita supply than in Basingstoke and Deane’s
neighbouring boroughs Test Valley and Hart. This figure for Basingstoke and Deane is
also lower than the average figure for the South East region (4.14 courts per 10,000
population) and just below the national average (3.91 courts per 10,000 population).
o FPM modelling shows a positive supply/demand balance in Basingstoke and Deane
equivalent to 5.57 badminton courts, meaning that the existing supply of courts is
greater than demand for use of those courts.
o When the total level of unmet demand for use of sports halls located in Basingstoke and
Deane is calculated, the FPM shows that unmet demand is equivalent to 2.35
badminton courts currently.
Figure 6.19 shows the demand for sports halls from Basingstoke and Deane residents
currently being met by supply, compared with the regional and neighbouring borough
averages.
Figure 6.19: Satisfied Demand – demand from Basingstoke and Deane residents currently
being met by supply

Satisfied Demand
Total number of visits
which are met
% of total demand satisfied
% of demand satisfied who
travelled by car
% of demand satisfied who
travelled by foot
% of demand satisfied who
travelled by public
transport
Demand Retained
Demand Retained - as a %
of Satisfied Demand
Demand Exported
Demand Exported - as a %
of Satisfied Demand

Basingstoke
& Deane

Test
Valley

Hart

South
East

England

7,578

4,847

4,039

375,837

2,263,744

95.2

95.1

96.8

94.5

91.2

84.9

87.1

90.5

81.7

77

11.2

9

7.1

12.7

15.4

3.9

3.9

2.4

5.6

7.6

6,934

3,673

2,604

367,392

2,262,834

91.5

75.8

64.5

97.8

100

644

1,173

1,434

8,445

910

8.5

24.2

35.5

2.2

0
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The key findings of the FPM analysis in relation to satisfied demand for sports halls in
Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o 95% of demand for use of sports halls generated by Basingstoke and Deane’s 2014
population is satisfied. This is higher than the national average (91%).
o The vast majority (84.9%) of satisfied demand for use of sports halls is amongst
Basingstoke and Deane residents travelling by car. This is much higher than the national
average (77%) for demand satisfied through car travel. This suggests that appropriate
car parking at sports hall sites in Basingstoke and Deane is a key requirement.
o Only 11.2% of visits to sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane are made by foot and
3.9% by public transport.
o 91.5% of satisfied demand for use of sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane is retained
within the borough (met by facilities located within Basingstoke and Deane), whilst just
8.5% is exported to other local authority areas (met by facilities located outside of
Basingstoke and Deane). The level of satisfied demand amongst Basingstoke and Deane
residents which is exported to other local authority areas is significantly lower than in
Test Valley and Hart.
o The fact that the over 90% of Basingstoke and Deane’s satisfied demand for sports halls
is retained within the borough suggests that residents are having their needs met by
facilities in Basingstoke and Deane and on the whole are not leaving the borough to
access sports halls in neighbouring local authority areas.
Figure 6.20 shows the demand from Basingstoke and Deane residents that is not currently
being met by existing provision, compared with the regional and neighbouring local authority
averages.
Figure 6.20: Unmet Demand – demand from Basingstoke and Deane residents not currently
being met by supply

Unmet Demand
Total number of visits
in the peak, not
currently being met
Unmet demand as a %
of total demand
Equivalent in Courts with comfort factor
% of Unmet Demand
due to:
Lack of Capacity
Outside Catchment
Outside Catchment:
% Unmet demand
who do not have
access to a car
% of Unmet demand
who have access to a
car
Lack of Capacity:
% Unmet demand
who do not have
access to a car
% of Unmet demand
who have access to a
car

Basingstoke
& Deane

Test Valley

Hart

South East

England

381

251

133

21,801

219,775

4.8

4.9

3.2

5.5

8.8

2.35

1.55

0.83

134.58

1,356.64

0.5
99.5
99.5
85

0.2
99.8
99.8
81

0
100
100
83.6

7
93
93
82.9

27.5
72.5
72.5
64.5

14.5

18.8

16.4

10.1

8

0.5
0.4

0.2
0.1

0
0

7
6

27.5
23.2

0.1

0.2

0

1.1

4.4
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The key findings of the FPM analysis in relation to unmet demand for sports halls in
Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o Currently just 4.8% of demand for use of sports halls generated by Basingstoke and
Deane’s 2014 population is unmet, which is below the national and regional averages,
in line with the level of unmet demand in Test Valley (4.9%) and greater than in Hart
(0.83%).
o Almost all (99.5%) of this unmet demand is due to Basingstoke and Deane residents
being located outside the catchment of a sports hall, indicating that the location of
existing sports hall provision rather than a lack of capacity at existing sports halls is the
key issue. 85% of people in Basingstoke and Deane living outside the catchment of a
sports hall do not have access to a car.
o Just 0.5% of unmet demand for sports halls is due to a lack of capacity at existing
facilities. Whilst sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane are being reasonably well used
during peak periods they are not ‘uncomfortably’ busy.
Figure 6.21 shows how well the sports hall within Basingstoke and Deane are used, compared
with the regional and neighbouring local authority averages.
Figure 6.21: Used Capacity - How well used are the facilities?

Used Capacity
Total number of visits
used of current capacity
% of overall capacity of
halls used
% of visits made to halls
by walkers
% of visits made to halls
by road
Visits Imported:
Number of visits
imported
As a % of used capacity
Visits Retained:
Number of Visits
retained
As a % of used capacity

Basingstoke
& Deane

Test
Valley

Hart

South East

England

7374

4585

3388

380824

2265043

66.6

47

52.4

66.5

68.5

11.5

10.5

8.4

12.6

15.4

88.5

89.5

91.6

87.4

84.6

440

912

784

13432

2210

6

19.9

23.1

3.5

0.1

6934

3673

2604

367392

2262834

94

80.1

76.9

96.5

99.9

The key findings of the FPM analysis in relation to used capacity for sports halls in
Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o Sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane are operating at 67% capacity during peak
periods. This level of used capacity is in line with the regional average (66.5%), just
below the national average (68.5%) and above the averages in Test Valley (47%) and
Hart (52.4%). This suggests that sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane are reasonably
well used but are not ‘uncomfortably busy’ at peak times (which would be likely to affect
the quality of experience for those using these facilities). It should be noted that the FPM
uses a theoretical capacity of 80%, which is the level at which a sports hall is determined
to be full.
o 94% of used capacity is retained within Basingstoke and Deane and is related to visits
to sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane by the borough’s residents. This is a
significantly higher level of retained used capacity than in Test Valley (80.1%) and Hart
(76.9%), indicating that relatively few visits to sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane
are by people living outside of the borough.
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Sports Facility Calculator (SFC)
Sport England’s SFC estimates the likely facility needs of a particular population based on
estimated demand for that facility type. Figure 6.22 shows total additional demand for sports
halls generated by projected population growth in Basingstoke and Deane in the period
2011-2029. It compares the number of facilities that the SFC estimates are required to meet
projected levels of demand generated by the additional residents in Basingstoke and Deane
both now and in the future. The population growth presented is based on the 2011 Census
figure used by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (167,799). It should be noted that
the SFC does not take into account the age and condition of existing facilities or the import
and export of demand across local authority boundaries.
Figure 6.22: Sports Facility Calculator – demand for sports halls generated by Basingstoke
and Deane’s current and future populations

Year

Population

Projected
Population
Increase on
2011 Census
Figure

2011

167,799

2016
2029

Sports Facility Calculator Recommendation
Courts

Visits per Week in
the Peek period

-

47.22

7,650

177,307

9,508

49.90

8,033

196,745

28,946

55.37

8.970

The SFC suggests that between 2011 and 2016 population growth in Basingstoke and Deane
generated demand for additional sports hall provision equivalent to 2.7 badminton courts
(or an additional 383 visits per week in the peak period). By 2029 it is projected that
Basingstoke and Deane’s population will generate demand for an additional 8.2 badminton
courts on top of the 2011 level of demand (or an additional 1,320 visits per week in the peak
period).
Whilst the SFC does not take into account the existing supply of sports halls in Basingstoke
and Deane, this analysis does suggest that population growth up to 2029 will generate
demand for additional sports hall provision in the borough given that the FPM analysis is
showing that the existing supply of facilities is insufficient to meet demand and that 5% of
demand for use of sports halls is currently unmet (equivalent to 2.4 badminton courts).
There is no clear need for additional sports hall space in Basingstoke and Deane currently
but increasing demand resulting from population growth will necessitate the provision of
more community accessible sports halls in the longer term.
Sport England’s Active People
The Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 23.3% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
population aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of indoor sport at least once
a week, which is the same as the national average and marginally lower than the regional
average (24%).
The survey also found that in 2013/14 22.2% of Basingstoke and Deane’s population aged
16+ stated they would like to do more indoor sport than they currently do, which is below
the regional (24.5%) and national (25.6%) averages. When only currently inactive people
aged 16+ are taken into account, the level of latent demand for participation in indoor sport
in Basingstoke and Deane (10.9%) is below than the regional (11.8) and national (12.6%)
averages.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 33.0% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in indoor sport, which is above the regional
(32.4%) and national (31.2%) averages.
The research also estimates that 31.3% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult (18+) population
would like to participate in more indoor sport than they currently do, which is above the
national (30.4%) and regional (30.4%) averages.
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This level of latent demand for participation in indoor sport represents a potential adult
market of 38,825 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation data.
6.6.3 Supply and Demand Analysis Summary
o The number of sports hall sites in Basingstoke and Deane is below the average for the
South East region (supply of hall space (courts) per 10,000 of the population). This is
considered important as it impacts on the level of choice experienced by Basingstoke
and Deane residents.
o None of the sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane are directly managed by the Council,
making it more challenging to co-ordinate provision across the borough.
o In Basingstoke and Deane 14.5% of the population are estimated not to have access to
a car. This is below the regional average and indicates that residents are not severely
restricted in their choice of sports hall to try to access.
o The analysis suggests that there is good provision of sports halls in Basingstoke and
Deane.
o FPM modelling estimates that 95% of Basingstoke and Deane’s residents who want to
access a sports hall are able to do so. This level of satisfied demand is the same as the
average for the South East region as a whole. The vast majority of satisfied demand
(91.5%) is met by halls within Basingstoke and Deane.
o There are some sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane that could potentially be used at
greater capacity during peak periods. The majority of these are on educational sites and
further discussions about community access could be considered to further increase the
opportunities available to the community in the borough.
o The level of unmet demand in the whole borough equates to 2.35 badminton
courts.
o Unmet demand for sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane is almost solely due to
catchment issues rather than a lack of capacity at existing halls.
o The area in Basingstoke and Deane with the greatest unmet demand is in the east of
the borough, in and around Basingstoke town centre. It should be noted that this is also
the area where the vast majority of existing sports hall provision is located.
o The SFC shows that projected population growth in Basingstoke and Deane between
2011 and 2029 will generate demand for 8.2 additional badminton courts by 2029.
o Whilst there is a lack of sports hall provision in the west of Basingstoke and Deane, these
areas do not experience high levels of unmet demand based on FPM modelling.
6.6.4 Quantity Standards: Sports Halls
The quantitative supply and demand analysis allows for consideration of quantity standards
for sports hall provision which should influence Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s
future investment decisions.
Figure 6.23 calculates the current supply of sports halls per 10,000 of the population in
Basingstoke and Deane (3.74 courts) and uses Sport England’s FPM modelling to calculate
a target per 10,000 of the population quantity standard based on addressing the existing
level of unmet demand for sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane. FPM modelling suggests
that unmet demand for sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane equates to 2.35 badminton
courts, giving a target supply of 67.65 courts or 3.87 courts per 10,000 of the
population. This target quantity standard is adopted below in section 6.6.8.
Figure 6.23: Current Target Quantity Standard for Sports Halls in Basingstoke and Deane

Current
Supply
(courts)

Current
2014
Population

Current
Supply per
10,000
population

Unmet Demand
(equivalent in
courts)

Target Supply
based on Unmet
Demand (courts)

Target Supply per
10,000
population

65.3

174,585

3.74

2.35

67.65

3.87

www.continuumleisure.co.uk
P a g e | 74

BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – LEISURE AND RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT
FINAL REPORT MAY 2015 – VERSION 3

Figure 6.24 shows how the quantity of sports hall supply per 10,000 population in
Basingstoke and Deane will be affected by projected population growth in the borough up to
2029. By 2016, without additional sports hall provision or additional demand being met at
existing sites, the supply of badminton courts per 10,000 of the population in Basingstoke
and Deane is projected to fall to 3.68. By 2026 the level of supply is projected to fall to 3.39
courts per 10,000 of the population, and by 2029 it will be 3.32 courts. This indicates that
action must be taken in the period up to 2029 to ensure that the quantity of sports hall
supply keeps pace with additional demand generated by population growth in Basingstoke
and Deane. In order to reach the target quantity standard (which will potentially increase)
additional badminton courts or increased capacity at existing sites will be required to ensure
that demand for sports halls does not go unmet in Basingstoke and Deane.
It should be noted that the target quantity standard should be regularly reviewed by
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council in liaison with Sport England to take into account
alterations in demand for sports halls resulting from population growth and alterations to
the supply of sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane and its neighbouring local authority
areas. With this in mind it is recommended that a minimum quantity standard of 3.74
badminton courts per 10,000 of the population is maintained and that supply does not fall
below this level, and that partners work towards the 3.87 court quantity standard (reviewing
and updating this regularly) in the medium to longer term.
Figure 6.24: Projected Impact of Population Growth on Quantity Standard for Sports Halls
in Basingstoke and Deane

Year

Supply
(courts)

Population
Projection

Supply per
10,000
population
(courts)

2016

65.3

177,307

3.68

2021

65.3

185,605

3.52

2026

65.3

192,889

3.39

2029

65.3

196,745

3.32

6.6.5 Qualitative Assessment
Whilst the quantity of sports hall provision is positive for Basingstoke in comparison to its
neighbours and the regional average, the quality of some of the sports halls stock could be
a concern and as such site audits via non-technical quality assessments allow for verification
of the quality of that supply.
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), the highest scoring sports hall sites are the Basingstoke Sports Centre, operated
by a Trust, and Everest Health and Leisure Club (operated by Everest Community School).
None of the sports hall sites in Basingstoke are managed directly or indirectly by the Borough
Council.
Figure 6.25: Mean Quality Score – Sports Hall Sites in Basingstoke

Facility
High Quality
The Everest Health & Leisure Club
Basingstoke Sports Centre
Testbourne Community School
Clere School & Technology College
Cranbourne Business & Enterprise College
Good / Average Quality
Aldworth Science College
Queen Marys College Sports Centre
Vyne Community School
Hurst Leisure Centre
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5
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3
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Facility
Fort Hill Community Centre
Poor Quality
Sherfield School
Brighton Hill Community School
Costello Technology College

Quality Score
3
2.5
2.5
2

The assessments reveal that both the quantity of sports hall provision is positive for
Basingstoke in comparison to its neighbours as well as the average quality of existing sports
halls scoring high.
A number of sports halls, particularly those on school sites, however do not score well in
terms of internal appearance, changing, maintenance, disability access and car parking.
The quality of the aging facility stock at Costello School and Brighton Hill is a concern as it
reduces the ability to cater for the current needs of the community and local clubs.
A number of potential improvements at individual sports hall sites have been identified which
could increase attractiveness to users and capacity for community use in the future. These
are presented in section 6.6.8 below and included both sports hall needs and supporting
facilities such as changing rooms.
6.6.6 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.26 identifies 1 mile walk to/3 mile drive to catchments for each of the sports hall
facilities within Basingstoke and Deane. The map illustrates that most of the north and east
of the borough is located within a 3 mile catchment of a sports hall which is at least 3
badminton courts in size. Part of the south and west of Basingstoke and Deane, as well as
central areas within the borough, fall outside of a 3 mile catchment of a 3+ court sports hall.
Sports hall provision in Basingstoke and Deane is clustered in and around Basingstoke town
centre and reflects the natural population settlements.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
Figure 6.26: Map of Audited Sports Hall Sites in Basingstoke and Deane (1 mile walk to and
3 mile drive to catchments marked)
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Figures 6.27 and 6.28 below show the location of the sports hall sites in Basingstoke and
Deane under review in the context of provision in neighbouring local authority areas and
aggregated unmet demand for use of sports halls in Basingstoke and Deane and its
neighbouring boroughs.
Figure 6.27: Location of Sports Halls (3+ courts) in Basingstoke and Deane and Neighbouring
Boroughs

Figure 6.27 indicates that a number of sports halls are located in Basingstoke and Deane’s
neighbouring local authorities, particularly to the north in West Berkshire. There is also
sports hall provision in Test Valley and Hart located close to the border with Basingstoke and
Deane.
Figure 6.28 illustrates the differing levels of unmet demand for use of sports halls that exists
in Basingstoke and Deane. On the whole the level of unmet demand for use of ASPs in
Basingstoke and Deane is low.
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Figure 6.28: Aggregated Unmet Demand for Sports Halls (3+) Basingstoke and Deane and
Neighbouring Boroughs

6.6.7 Local Needs and Consultation
The future provision of indoor sport in Basingstoke will impact on a number of key partners.
Whilst findings from the detailed consultation provide insight into some of the wider issues
(as presented earlier in Section 5) below is a summary of the key partners involved in the
leading indoor sport and sports hall users.
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Badminton clubs – the views of the clubs follow the Consultant Team’s site assessments
highlighting similar issues and the investment needs of the poor scoring sports halls.
Alongside the facility shortfalls and quality issues, they are concerns over lack of access
for junior clubs and losing young players to better squads in Winchester or Newbury.
Volleyball clubs responses cite the lack of quality indoor spaces with the capacity for
volleyball and the lack of equipment.
Netball have stated that Basingstoke lack a suitable large facility for competition.
Handball have stated that club development and the growth of the game remains
hindered due to availability and the cost of hiring out the sports halls in Basingstoke.
Sports halls remain popular for indoor 5 a side football, which in many locations limits
the ability of a number of indoor sports clubs in their development.
A number of schools have highlighted that there is regular on-going demand for more
sports halls and that they field a lot of enquiries for hiring their sports hall.
Costello School are looking at plans to develop a new sports hall as part of their overall
school development plan and are keen to provide a community sports venue.
A number of school have a reasonable community programme but they have poor
ancillary facilities and changing rooms which are considered not fit for purpose.
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o

o

A number of schools provided very valuable indoor sports space in areas outside of
Basingstoke Town. Schools such as Clere School and Testbourne provide very valuable
facilities in more rural locations for Basingstoke residents.
With a notable number of sports halls on school sites, those facilities highlighted within
this study as important venues for possible investment for community sport will require
further negotiation with Hampshire County Council who would decide on any investment
into school sites. The County have indicated that there is limited budget for capital
investment so further discussions will be critical.

6.6.8 Priorities and Standards for Dedicated Sports Halls
The priorities below are set out in line with Sport England’s priorities for forward planning
under the headings of protect, enhance and provide as detailed previously in the
methodology.
The council are in an interesting position whereby no sports halls are within their
management and direct influence. However, the council’s Health and Wellbeing Team does
however have a vested interest in these sites given the impact on community club provision
and participation.
Priorities for investment detailed below are based on a number of factors including location,
evident investment needs from the site visits. Location is viewed as an important
contributing factor with the combination of the population centre around the town centre as
well as the important role that sports halls currently play within the other settlements within
the borough. The focus is therefore addressing current gaps in both quantity and quality
from the consultation and research undertaken.
Figure 6.29 below sets out the sports hall improvements and priorities for Basingstoke.
Figure 6.29: Sports Hall Priorities, Improvement Recommendations and Quantity Standards

Protect

Enhance

Provide

Maintain the current level of sports
hall provision across Basingstoke at a
minimum. Ensure that the per capita
sports hall supply does not fall below
3.74 badminton courts per 10,000 of
the population.

Enhance the quality of the sports hall
offer at school managed sites to match
other sports hall provision in the
borough and improve their viability and
suitability for community use. Achieve
and maintain a mean quality score of at
least 4 out of 5 for all sites.

Costello School – new sports hall. The
Council should work with the school and
the County Council to develop a 6 court
sports hall to provide for handball and
volleyball as well as a potential satellite
gymnastics venue. The initial focus should
be on the Council funding the extended
costs (the additional 2-4 courts) outside of
the core education costs (for a 4 court
sports hall).

Ensure that existing community use
programmes on school sites are
maintained.
Protect and, where opportunities
arise, increase community use of
sports halls which are currently open
for public use during the day.
There is only 1 indoor sports halls in
Basingstoke open for community use
during the day and it is important that
this access is safeguarded.
The council should continue to work
with Basingstoke Sports Trust to
ensure daytime community use is
maintained and where possible
improved at Basingstoke Sports
Centre.

Priority sites to consider:
Brighton Hill – upgrade of changing
facilities and main sports hall flooring.
Hurst Leisure centre – upgrade of
changing facilities, main sports hall floor
and also refurbish the projectile hall.
Work with Clere School to promote
community use of the site and
refurbished sports hall as it aims to reinstate
the
community
sports
programme.
Working with specific sports clubs and
schools,
ensure
that
future
programming
of,
and
quality
improvements to, sports halls address
the specific needs of individual sports in
terms of technical specifications and
access to appropriate facilities and
allow for progression in training and
competition within Basingstoke.
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Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs
Short Term (1 – 3 years)
1. Brighton Hill – sports hall floor and changing rooms
2. Hurst Leisure Centre – sport hall floor, changing rooms and projectile hall
Medium Term (3 - 5 years)
1. Costello School – new build sports hall (6-8 courts)
Long Term (5 years+)
1. If short and medium term achieved no longer term requirements.
Future Needs for Sports Halls
The Council should work towards a new standard of 3.87 badminton courts per 10,000 of the population to be achieved within
the medium term of this study.
The priorities set out above will address the current unmet demand by the introduction of new facilities and improving capacity
at the current sites. This will address the needs of Basingstoke with the focus on a realistic aim for additional investment.
As part of the overall review process the growing population within the borough will impact on the current supply (and the
projected increase in supply) and unmet demand. The regular review of this study every 2 years will need to include Sport
England FPM analysis.
6.7 Health and Fitness Suites
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for health and fitness provision within Basingstoke and Deane alongside the
leading outcomes from the detailed consultation process which has informed this study. The
priorities and standards to be adopted for health and fitness provision are then provided at
the end of this assessment.
As per the methodology presented earlier, health and fitness suites offering 20+ stations
have been included within the audit and analysis.
6.7.1 Quantitative Assessment
Figure 6.30 provides a list of the health and fitness sites in Basingstoke and Deane which
are publicly accessible. Further information on each of the health and fitness sites audited
in this study is also provided.
Figure 6.30: Health and Fitness Suites in Basingstoke and Deane with 20+ stations

Map
Point
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Facility Name

Postcode

ANYTIME FITNESS
(BASINGSTOKE)
ASPECTS OF FITNESS LTD

RG21 7SY

Number
of
Stations
32

Access Type

Ownership Type

Management
Type

Commercial

55

Registered
Membership use
Pay and Play

RG22 6PG

125

Pay and Play

Local Authority

Commercial
Management
Commercial
Management
Trust

RG23 8PU

BASINGSTOKE
AQUADROME
BASINGSTOKE SPORTS
CENTRE
BEECHDOWN CLUB

RG21 7LE

160

Pay and Play

Trust

Trust

RG22 4ES

60

Commercial

RG24 8NN

112

RG23 8JQ

20

Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use

Commercial
Management
Commercial
Management
School/College/
University (in
house)

FITNESS FIRST HEALTH
CLUB (BASINGSTOKE)
FORT HILL COMMUNITY
CENTRE

www.continuumleisure.co.uk
P a g e | 80

Commercial

Commercial
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Map
Point

8

Facility Name

Postcode

HORIZONS HEALTH &
FITNESS CLUB
(BASINGSTOKE)
HURST LEISURE CENTRE

RG24 9NU

Number
of
Stations
20

Access Type

Ownership Type

Management
Type

Registered
Membership use

Commercial

Commercial
Management

RG26 5NL

30

Pay and Play

Community
school

1984
(2005)

RG21 3HF

38

Pay and Play

Further
Education

RG27 9JS

23

Registered
Membership use

Commercial

School/College/
University (in
house)
School/College/
University (in
house)
Commercial
Management

QUEEN MARYS COLLEGE
SPORTS CENTRE
THE CLUB AND SPA AT THE
BASINGSTOKE COUNTRY
HOTEL
THE EVEREST HEALTH &
LEISURE CLUB

RG24 9LP

32

Pay and Play

Academies

2007

RG24 8FY

60

Registered
Membership use

Commercial

School/College/
University (in
house)
Commercial
Management

9

10

11

12

THE HAMPSHIRE COURT
HOTEL
TOTAL STATIONS
13

767

* Anytime Fitness (Basingstoke) is included within the quantitative supply analysis on the basis that it
is accessible by the community and offer 20+ stations but requested not to be included within the
qualitative review.

6.7.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
The key findings from Sport England’s research tools in relation to the current supply of and
demand for health and fitness facilities in Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o There are 13 sites across Basingstoke and Deane which offer health and fitness suites
with 20+ stations.
o The 13 health and fitness suites provide a combined total of 767 stations.
o The largest health and fitness suites in Basingstoke and Deane in terms of the number
of stations provided are Basingstoke Sports Centre (160 stations), Basingstoke
Aquadrome (125 stations) and Fitness First Health Club Basingstoke (112 stations). Each
of these facilities has been refurbished in the last 5 years.
o Seven of the 13 health and fitness sites are within the ownership and management
control of commercial providers. Four of the sites are owned and managed by education
providers (Fort Hill Community Centre, Hurst Leisure Centre, Queen Mary’s College
Sports Centre and The Everest Health and Leisure Club). The remaining two sites are
Basingstoke Aquadrome, which is owned by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
and operated by Serco through Basingstoke and Deane Community Leisure Trust, and
Basingstoke Sports Centre, which is owned and operated by Basingstoke Sports Centre
Trust.
o Six of the sites provide access to their health and fitness facilities on a pay and play
basis whilst the other 7 sites offer access to registered members only.
o Analysis using Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM) and Sports Facility
Calculator (SFC) is not available for health and fitness suites.
Figure 6.31 compares the total supply of community accessible health and fitness facilities
(in stations) per 10,000 of the population in Basingstoke and Deane with the supply in its
neighbouring boroughs. This analysis has been undertaken in the absence of FPM modelling
for health and fitness facilities. It should be noted that Figure 6.31 considers the supply of
health and fitness stations only and does not take into account the age and condition of
existing facilities, demand for use of these facilities or the import and export of demand
across borough boundaries.
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Figure 6.31: Supply of community accessible health and fitness stations per 10,000 of the
population – Basingstoke and Deane comparison with geographical and neighbours

Area

Number of
Health and
Fitness Sites

Number
of Health
and
Fitness
Stations

Population
(2011
Census)

Supply of
stations per
10,000
population:
2011

Population
(2016
Population
Projection)

Supply of
stations per
10,000
population:
2016

Basingstoke &
Deane

13

767

167,799

46

177,307

43

East Hampshire
Hart
Test Valley
West Berkshire
Winchester
Wokingham

11
8
10
17
13
11

452
353
462
648
461
1190

Geographical Neighbours
115,608
39
91,033
39
116,398
40
153,822
42
116,595
40
154,380
77

119,000
93,000
119,000
158,000
121,000
163,000

38
38
39
41
38
73

The key findings of the health and fitness stations per 10,000 of the population analysis are
summarised below:
o Basingstoke and Deane has the second highest number of community accessible health
and fitness stations of the local authority areas in question behind Wokingham.
Basingstoke and Deane has a similar level of supply to West Berkshire and a slightly
greater supply than East Hampshire, Hart, Test Valley and Winchester.
o On the whole Basingstoke and Deane falls within the upper range in terms of health and
fitness station supply when compared with neighbouring local authority areas.
Sport England’s Active People
The Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 15.0% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
population aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of keep fit and gym activities
at least once a week, which is just above the national average (14.9%) but below the
regional (15.5%) and CSP (15.3%) averages.
The Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 10.5% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
population aged 16+ would like to do more keep fit and gym activities, which is above the
CSP (8.6%), regional (9.0%), national (9.8%) averages.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 18.7% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in of keep fit and gym activities, which is above
the regional (18.3%) and national (17.7%) averages.
The research also estimates that 7.5% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult (18+) population
would like to participate in more keep fit and gym activities than they currently do, which is
above the national and regional averages (7.2%).
This level of latent demand for participation in keep fit and gym activities represents a
potential adult market of 9,273 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation
data.
6.7.3 Qualitative Assessment
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), the highest scoring health and fitness sites are Fitness First and Basingstoke
Sports Centre. One private gym and one Trust led facility.
The health and fitness suite under the influence of Basingstoke and Deane Council, the
Aquadrome achieved a high scoring non-technical mean quality score. These scores are
summarised below in Figure 6.32 and the full assessments are provided in the Appendices.
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Figure 6.32: Mean Quality Score – Health and Fitness Sites in Basingstoke

Facility
Anytime Fitness
Aspects Of Fitness Ltd
Basingstoke Aquadrome
Basingstoke Sports Centre
Beechdown Club
Fitness First Health Club (Basingstoke)
Horizons Health & Fitness Club (Basingstoke)
Hurst Leisure Centre
Queen Marys College Sports Centre
The Club And Spa At The Basingstoke Country Hotel
The Everest Health & Leisure Club
The Hampshire Court Hotel

Mean Quality Score (out
of 5)
Not scored
3
4
5
4
5
2.5
3
3.5
2
3.5
3.5

It should be noted that the health and fitness market is continuing to evolve and change to
meet market needs. At the time of this report the market is moving away from heavily kitted
out gyms with machines with the emphasise on training spaces and resistance activities.
Serco has already acknowledged that although the Aquadrome has recently been refurbished
the layout and number of stations is continually being reviewed to meet the changing needs
of the customer base.
The assessment and priorities for this facility type has therefore changed from an emphasis
on the number of stations offered to the quality of those spaces and the customer experience
in meeting their fitness needs within a changing market place.
The priority for the Council is to ensure that the pay and play health and fitness facilities
under the management of Serco provide a high quality participation experience at an
affordable rate. In particular, the Consultant Team feel there is a need to reconfigure the
health and fitness offer at the Aquadrome to make this more attractive to current and
potential future users.
6.7.4 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.33 identifies 1 mile walk to/3 mile drive to for each of the health and fitness facilities
within Basingstoke and Deane. The map illustrates that much of the east Basingstoke and
Deane is located within a 1 mile/3 mile catchment of a facility offering 20+ health and fitness
stations. The whole of the west of the borough is located outside of a 1/3mile catchment of
one of the community accessible 20+ station health and fitness facilities in Basingstoke and
Deane. There is a notable lack of health and fitness provision in the west of the borough but
the distribution of facilities does tend to reflect the natural population settlements, with a
high density of provision in and around Basingstoke town centre.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
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Figure 6.33: Map of Audited Health and Fitness Sites in Basingstoke and Deane
(1 mile walk to and 3 mile drive to catchments marked)

6.7.5 Local Needs and Consultation
Alongside the wider consultation detailed in Section 5 of this report, the key findings of the
consultation process relevant to health and fitness provision in Basingstoke are summarised
below:
o

o

o

o

The Council need to ensure that the current offer at the Aquadrome continues to meet
market demand and needs – ensure that quality score for the leisure centre matches
that of the private sector. The Council’s leisure contractor Serco through the consultation
with the Consultant Team has identified that possible changes to the configuration of the
health and fitness offer within the main leisure centres are currently planned with the
emphasis of fewer stations and a wider range of options for group exercise and resistance
training.
The group exercise offer at the Aquadrome falls short of other competing facilities – as
a Council owned facility this requires addressing with the scope to increase indoor sports
space to the back of the Aquadrome site to be investigated.
The potential to develop Tadley pool should be considered a key priority for health and
fitness to add to the successful wet side provision. The health spa, reception and car
parking overall need to be enhanced to provide a full offer at the Pool.
Testbourne School has aspirations to develop a health and fitness suite adjacent to their
outdoor pool. Given the location of the school (and the other opportunities for facility
development on site) the Consultant Team are of the view that if a business case can be
made from the school the Council should support this aspiration for a local level gym
facility.

6.7.6 Priorities and Standards for Dedicated Health and Fitness Facilities
The priorities below are set out in line with Sport England’s priorities for forward planning
under the headings of protect, enhance and provide as detailed previously in the
methodology.
Figure 6.34 below sets out the health and fitness improvements and priorities for
Basingstoke and Deane.
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Figure 6.34: Health and Fitness Priorities, Improvement Recommendations and Quantity
Standards

Protect
Maintain the existing provision of health and
fitness station supply at all Serco /
Community Leisure Trust run centres and
ensure affordable community access to
these facilities.

Enhance
Enhance the quality of the health and
fitness offer at the Aquadrome. Achieve
and maintain a mean quality score of at
least 5 out of 5 for these sites in
competition with the leading commercial
gyms
Enhance the provision of indoor studio
space at the Aquadrome and group
exercise opportunities including the reconfiguration of the main gym space in
line with changing market needs.

Provide
New health and fitness offer at
Tadley pool to extend the building
– subject to a final business case.
Council to support Testbourne
School in its aspirations for new
health and fitness facilities given
its location, subject to a business
case from the school.
Studio and Group Exercise space
to be enhanced at Aquadrome
and new build extension.

Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs
Short Term (1 - 3years)
1. Tadley Pool New Health and Fitness
2. Testbourne School New Health and Fitness (support, but not financial investment)
Medium Term (3- 5 years)
1. Aquadrome extension for group exercise
Long Term (5 years+)
None if short and medium term needs addressed
Potential capital spend is likely for any enhanced facilities e.g. extending the offer of studio / group exercise at the Aquadrome
site and the new build at Tadley Pool. However the Council may wish to negotiate this investment within any new contract
from 2018 onwards.
Future Needs for Health and Fitness
The Consultant Team do not advocate the Council focus on a standard for stations per head of population due to the constant
changes to the health and fitness market and its lack of appropriateness to measure impact.
The Council’s leisure contractor must ensure that health and fitness remains affordable and accessible – quality scores aligned
to private sector as per quality assessment within this study.
Improving access to and quality of facilities within the parks and open spaces for physical activity will encourage a wider uptake
of health related exercise.

6.8 Bowls
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for both indoor and outdoor bowls provision within Basingstoke and Deane
alongside the leading outcomes from the detailed consultation process which has informed
this study. The priorities and standards to be adopted for both indoor and outdoor bowls
provision are then provided at the end of this assessment. Outdoor bowls facilities are not
listed on Sport England’s Active Places database and analysis using Sport England’s Facilities
Planning Model (FPM) and Sports Facility Calculator (SFC) is not available for outdoor bowls.
6.8.1 Quantitative Assessment Figure 6.35 provides a list of the indoor and outdoor bowls sites in Basingstoke and Deane
which are currently in operation and accessible on a membership basis. Further information
on each of the outdoor bowls sites audited in this study is also provided.
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Figure 6.35: Indoor and Outdoor Bowls provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Map
Point
1
2
2
3
4

Site Name

Postcode

Basingstoke Town
Bowls club
Howard Park
Bowling Club
Thornycroft Bowls
Club
Kingsclere Bowling
Club
Loddon Vale Indoor
Bowls Club

RG21 3DR

Number
of rinks
6

RG226RQ

6

RG22 6RQ

6

RG20 5NY

6

RG22 6PG

8
indoor

5

Longmeadow Bowls
Club

RG287RB

6

Marnell Bowling club

RG249AE

6
(4
indoor)
6

7

Oakley Bowls Club

RG237EY

6

Old Basing Bowls
RG240DA
Club
St Mary Bourne
SP116BE
Bowls Club.
Total Outdoor / Indoor Rinks

6

8
9

6

Access Type
Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use
Sports Club /
Community
Association
Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use

Ownership
Type
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Commercial

Management
Type
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Commercial

Community
Sports Club

Community
Sports Club

Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club

Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club
Community
Sports Club

Year Built
(Refurbished)
1995
1969

1991
(2012)

1996
(2012)

54 / 12
= 66

6.8.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
The key findings in relation to the current supply of and demand for indoor and outdoor
bowls in Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o There are 10 sites across Basingstoke and Deane which offer bowls, 9 outdoor sites and
2 indoor sites (with one providing both indoor and outdoor). A combined total of 66
rinks.
o The indoor bowls facilities at Loddon Vale Indoor Bowling Club are under commercial
ownership and operation and can be hired by sports clubs/community associations.
Longmeadow Sports Centre is owned and operated by a trust and the indoor bowls
facilities are accessible by registered members only.
o A number of the outdoor clubs supply a very rural catchment in Basingstoke such as
Oakley and St Mary Bourne in particular.
o Each outdoor site provides a standard 6 rink facility with varying degrees of capacity to
include a 7th rink.
o A number of the outdoor clubs maintain their own greens which from the non-technical
site visits provide a better playing surface than those maintained by the council ground
maintenance teams.
o Two clubs, Oakley and Marnell provide indoor short mat bowls in their clubhouses during
the winter months.
o Marnell is the only outdoor club with a floodlit green which has the capacity to extend
the use during the end of the summer and into September with the scope to run twilight
/ candlelight bowls sessions.
o Memberships have remained consistent over the last 2-3 years for all of the clubs.
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Sports Facility Calculator (SFC)
Sport England’s SFC estimates the likely facility needs of a particular population based on
estimated demand for that facility type. Figure 6.52 shows total additional demand for indoor
bowls facilities generated by projected population growth in Basingstoke and Deane in the
period 2011-2029. It compares the number of facilities that the SFC estimates are required
to meet projected levels of demand generated by the additional residents in Basingstoke and
Deane both now and in the future. The population growth presented is based on the 2011
Census figure used by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (167,799). It should be noted
that the SFC does not take into account the age and condition of existing facilities or the
import and export of demand across borough boundaries.
Figure 6.36: Sports Facility Calculator – demand for indoor bowls facilities generated by
Basingstoke and Deane’s current and future populations

Year

Population

Projected
Population
Increase on
2011 Census
Figure

2011

167,799

2016
2029

Sports Facility Calculator Recommendation
Rinks

Visits per Week in
the Peek period

-

10.74

1,676

177,307

9,508

11.35

1,771

196,745

28,946

12.60

1,965

The SFC suggests that between 2011 and 2016 population growth in Basingstoke and Deane
generated demand for additional indoor bowls provision equivalent to 0.61 rinks (or an
additional 95 visits per week in the peak period). By 2029 it is projected that Basingstoke
and Deane’s population will generate demand for an additional 1.85 rinks on top of the 2011
level of demand (or an additional 289 visits per week in the peak period).
Whilst population growth is projected to increase demand for access to indoor bowls facilities,
the existing supply of 12 indoor rinks is considered sufficient to meet local demand currently
based on the findings of the supply and demand analysis and the consultation exercise.
Sport England’s Active People
Sport England’s Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 0.6% of Hampshire and the Isle
of Wight’s population aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of bowls at least
once a week, which is just above the national average (0.57%) but below the average for
the south east region (0.67%). The sample size for Basingstoke and Deane was insufficient
to give a statistically robust result for this measure.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 0.87% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in bowls, which is below the regional (0.98%)
and national (0.97%) averages.
The research also estimates that 0.2% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult (18+) population
would like to participate in more bowls than they currently do, which is in line with the
regional and national averages (0.2%).
This level of latent demand for participation in bowls represents a potential adult market of
243 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation data.
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6.8.3 Qualitative Assessment
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), the highest scoring outdoor sites were at St Mary Bourne and Oakley who
achieved a score of 5 and 4.5. Old Basing and Basingstoke Town bowls clubs were both very
good quality facilities but with older indoor facilities at Old Basing and also the car parking
restrictions at Basingstoke Town resulted in a slightly lower score. Marnell and Howard Park
were both well run clubs but Marnell had experienced some issues with the green and also
Howard Park the quality of the dated clubhouse scored them down slightly. Longmeadow’s
outdoor provision requires some investment and the overall outdoor site at the centre
requires general clearance and smartening up.
With regard to indoor facilities Loddon Vale continues to provide a high quality indoor bowls
experience with excellent facilities both on the field of play and the support facilities with
ample car parking. The facility is very popular with growing membership and a good wider
business including functions and events. The club are keen to know the future plans for the
overall leisure park to know what development may affect their property and continued
operation.
Longmeadow provides a good quality indoor bowls centre, run by the sports trust and like
Loddon Vale has a strong membership base. The club have recently used the facility for
regular events to provide additional revenue. The carpet will be in need of replacement in
the not too distant future given its use and age.
These scores are summarised below in Figure 6.37 and the full assessments are provided in
the Appendices.
Figure 6.37: Mean Quality Score – Indoor and Outdoor Bowls in Basingstoke

Site

Mean Quality Score
(out of 5)

Indoor
Loddon Vale Indoor Bowls
Longmeadow Sport Centre (indoor)
Outdoor
Kingsclere Bowling Club
Howard Park Bowling Club
Longmeadow Bowls Club (outdoor)
Basingstoke Town Bowls club
Oakley Bowls Club
Old Basing Bowls Club
St Mary Bourne Bowls Club.
Marnell Bowling club
Thornycroft Bowls Club

5
3.6
Not audited
3.5
2.5
4
4.5
4
5
3.5
Not audited

Thornycroft and Kingslcere Bowls Clubs were not audited, whilst a record of the facilities and
sites have been made by the Consultant Team (by viewing the sites) the internal facilities
and more detailed site visits were not undertaken as the clubs did not respond to site visits
requests.
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6.8.4 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.38 identifies 1 mile/20 minute walk to catchments and 3 mile/20 minute drive to
catchments for each of the indoor and outdoor bowls sites within Basingstoke and Deane.
The map in Figure 6.38 illustrates that the two existing indoor bowls facilities in Basingstoke
and Deane are evenly spread across the borough with Loddon Vale Indoor Bowling Club
located in the east (in Basingstoke) and Longmeadow Sports Centre located in the west of
the borough (in Whitchurch). Whilst much of the borough is located outside a 3 mile
catchment of the indoor bowls facility, it should be noted that as a specialist indoor facility
for a sport with limited demand in Basingstoke and Deane a larger catchment area is
considered appropriate and the current distribution of provision meets demand.
Outdoor bowls clubs are also evenly spread across the borough with a number of sites such
as Oakley and St Mary Bourne providing for a very rural local catchment.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
Figure 6.38: Map of Indoor and Outdoor Bowls Sites in Basingstoke and Deane (1 mile walkto and 3 mile drive-to catchments marked)

6.8.5 Local Needs and Consultation
The key findings of the consultation process relevant to indoor and outdoor bowls provision
in Basingstoke are summarised below:
o Basingstoke remains a very strong area for outdoor bowls with some excellent facilities
and very proactive clubs.
o Many clubs are extremely self-sufficient with a very active volunteer base who raise
funds, manage sites, and maintain grounds and buildings.
o Old Basing Bowls club is the only club that appears to be facing growing costs which may
force a rise in membership fees as the Parish Council are looking to reduce the overall
subsidy to the recreational ground and all sports provision. The club do not see this as
sustainable and this represents a very different approach to other club who have long
term and low cost leases.
o A number of the clubhouses are beginning to show their age most notably Howard Park
bowls club and Longmeadow outdoor bowls changing area.
o The council’s green keeping maintenance at some clubs appears to be at a lower quality
level than the clubs who maintain the grounds themselves, for example Marnell club
green has some problematic areas.
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o

o

o
o
o

o

o

Signage in general to site could be improved, Marnell, Howard Park, St Mary Bourne
Bowls Clubs would benefit from signage on the main road (as is done in other areas of
the borough for other clubs) as well as information boards on the clubs in the nearby
open spaces. For example the tennis courts opposite Kingsclere Bowls Club do not have
information on the bowls and vice versa.
The English Indoor Bowling Association regards Basingstoke not be a priority area (for
facilities) given the quality of facilities that are already in place. The NGB are always
working on increasing participation in bowls and supporting the clubs.
The NGB reported that the quality of indoor bowls provision within Basingstoke is good
and the quantity of provision is very good to meet the demands of the population.
The NGB has used Loddon Vale for national championships and both of the centres
provide sufficient indoor space for the sport.
Loddon Vale state that the centre operates year round with less of a summer drop off
than usual indoor centres. The members are keen to play year round and also the
number of indoor clubs, where according to the management at Loddon Vale seem to be
falling. This has seen their membership slowly rising year on year.
Longmeadow Indoor centre is part of the Whitchurch Trust. The 5 members clubs all
work closely together to provide football, squash, indoor bowls, outdoor bowls and the
social club which provides community events and festivals playing a central role within
the local community. The site provides good quality facilities with some areas in need of
small investments and refurbishment including the carpet which has suffered from water
damage.
The Consultant Team are of the opinion that more should be made of the positive impact
that the sport has for the health and activity levels of the older community in Basingstoke
– there are potentially over 1,000 bowlers across the clubs who are participating and
being active within the borough.

6.8.6 Priorities and Standards for Indoor and Outdoor Bowls Facilities
The priorities below are set out in line with Sport England’s priorities for forward planning
under the headings of protect, enhance and provide as detailed previously in the
methodology.
Figure 6.39 below sets out the bowls improvements and priorities for Basingstoke.
Figure 6.39: Bowls Priorities, Improvement Recommendations and Quantity Standards

Protect
Retain existing supply of outdoor bowls
rinks in Basingstoke and support the clubs in
both the urban and rural locations in the
borough.

Enhance
Support Old Basing Bowls Club in
negotiating better terms and conditions
with the Parish Council to protect the
club.

Provide
New clubhouse at Howard Park
with the focus on one main
bowling club at that location.

Retain number of indoor rinks at both
facilities at Loddon Vale and Longmeadow.

Review the needs for a new carpet at
Longmeadow Indoor Bowls centre. The
centre should work towards a score at
least a 4 out of 5 for quality.

No additional indoor bowls rinks
required in Basingstoke unless the
current supply is reduced.

Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs
Short Term (1 – 3 years)
1. Working with Old Basing Parish Council to support the needs of the club (link to the overall needs of the recreation
ground).
2. Review key grounds where the council maintenance needs to be improved – Marnell in particular.
3. Improve signage at all council maintained sites both on road signs working with highways and within parks and open
spaces linking other open space sports facilities (e.g. Kingsclere and Marnell).
4. New indoor bowls carpet at Longmeadow to enhance the offer at the site for indoor bowls.
Medium Term (3 - 5 years)
1. New clubhouse at Howard Park bringing together both clubs at the site (with the potential to also link in to netball
provision – see netball 6.17 below).
2. Support Loddon Vale in any future negotiations regarding the leisure park plans and replacement / redevelopment as
appropriate in order to protect its future provision.
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Long Term (5 years+)
1. No changes proposed.
Future Needs for Indoor and Outdoor Bowls
Investment should be focused on improving the lower scoring outdoor sites of Howard Park and Marnell where the council
has direct influence over. With the retention of the current operations the needs for indoor bowls in Basingstoke will continue
to be met.
Addressing the needs identified above and ensuring the clubs can maintain this level of provision (including supporting the
required discussions for Old Basing Bowls club), based on the levels of membership and demand identified, will ensure all sites
are providing a high quality outdoor bowls offer and provide for future needs.
Any future redevelopment of the Leisure Park must include the re-provision of the indoor bowls centre given its importance
locally and regionally for the sport and for participation amongst the ageing population within Basingstoke.

6.9 Squash Courts
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for squash court provision within Basingstoke and Deane alongside the
leading outcomes from the detailed consultation process which has informed this study. The
priorities and standards to be adopted for squash court provision are then provided at the
end of this assessment. As per the methodology presented earlier, all publicly accessible
squash courts listed on Sport England’s Active Places Power database have been included
within the sport and recreation facility audit and analysis.
6.9.1 Quantitative Assessment
Figure 6.40 provides a list of the squash court sites in Basingstoke and Deane which are
publicly accessible. Further information on each of the squash court sites audited in this
study is also provided.
Figure 6.40: Squash court provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Map
Point

Site Name

Postcode

1

BASINGSTOKE
SPORTS AND SOCIAL
CLUB
BASINGSTOKE
SPORTS CENTRE
BEECHDOWN CLUB

2
3
4

HURST LEISURE
CENTRE
5
INTEC FITNESS
CENTRE
6
LONGMEADOW
SPORTS CENTRE
TOTAL COURTS

RG21 3DR

Number
of
courts
3

Type
of
Court
Normal

Access Type

Ownership
Type

Management
Type

Year Built
(Refurbished)

Sports Club

Sport Club

1974

Normal

Sports Club /
Community
Association
Pay and Play

RG21 7LE

3

Other

Trust

1970

RG22 4ES

3

Registered
Membership use
Pay and Play

Commercial

RG24 8NE

1

Normal

RG28 7RB

2

Normal

Registered
Membership use
Registered
Membership use

Commercial
Management
Local Authority
(in house)
Commercial
Management
Trust

1992

2

Glassbacked
Normal

RG26 5NL

Community
school
Commercial
Other

14

6.9.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
The key findings from Sport England’s research tools in relation to the current supply of and
demand for squash courts in Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o There are 6 sites across Basingstoke and Deane which offer squash courts and provide
a combined total of 14 squash courts.
o Basingstoke Sports and Social Club, Basingstoke Sports Centre and Beechdown Club
have the joint highest number of squash courts, each offering 3 courts.
o Five of the squash courts are accessible on a pay and play basis (at Basingstoke Sports
Centre and Hurst Leisure Centre).
o The squash courts at Hurst Leisure Centre are owned by the Hurst Leisure Centre and
not managed by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.
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o
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Beechdown Club is the only site in Basingstoke and Deane which offers community
accessible glass-backed squash courts.
Analysis using Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM) and Sports Facility
Calculator (SFC) is not available for squash courts.

Sport England’s Active People
Sport England’s Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 0.72% of Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight’s population aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of squash and
racketball at least once a week, which is above the regional (0.68%) and national (0.48%)
averages. The sample size for Basingstoke and Deane was insufficient to give a statistically
robust result for this measure.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 1.3% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in squash and racketball, which is in line with
the regional average (1.3%) but above the national average (1.2%).
The research also estimates that 0.84% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult (18+) population
would like to participate in more squash and racketball than they currently do, which is above
the regional (0.79%) and national (0.77%) averages.
This level of latent demand for participation in squash and racketball represents a potential
adult market of 1,037 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation data.
6.9.3 Qualitative Assessment
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), the highest scoring squash court sites were at Beechdown and Basingstoke
Sports Centre which both achieved a score of 5 and 4. The courts at Beechdown provide
the only glass backed courts, owned and operated by commercial management.
These scores are summarised below in Figure 6.41 and the full assessments are provided in
the Appendices.
Figure 6.41: Mean Quality Score – Squash Courts in Basingstoke

Site
BASINGSTOKE SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
BASINGSTOKE SPORTS CENTRE
BEECHDOWN CLUB
HURST LEISURE CENTRE
INTEC FITNESS CENTRE
LONGMEADOW SPORTS CENTRE

Mean Quality Score
(out of 5)
2.5
4
5
3.5
3.5
3.5

6.9.4 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.42 identifies 1 mile/20 minute walk to catchments and 3 mile/20 minute drive to
catchments for each of the squash court sites within Basingstoke and Deane. The map
illustrates that the majority of squash facility provision is located in the east of the borough,
in and around Basingstoke town centre. There is also a 2 court facility at Longmeadow Sports
Centre in the south west of the borough (in Whitchurch) and a 2 court facility in the north
of the borough (close to the border with West Berkshire). Large areas across Basingstoke
and Deane fall outside of a 3 mile catchment of a publically accessible squash court but
existing provision largely reflects the natural population settlements.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
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Figure 6.42: Map of Audited Squash Court Sites in Basingstoke and Deane
(1 mile walk-to and 3 mile drive-to catchments marked)

6.9.5 Local Needs and Consultation
The key findings of the consultation process relevant to squash provision in Basingstoke are
summarised below:
o Basingstoke Squash Club who use Basingstoke Sports Centre state that whilst the
facilities they use are good quality however peak time use for squash courts is limited
however.
o The demand for squash in Basingstoke appears to remain very strong.
o Hurst School are keen to secure investment into their squash courts as the facility
remains popular but requires refurbishment.
o Basingstoke Sports and Social Club courts remain a popular site for members of the club
and for matches. The courts however are in need of repair and refurbishment.
o Squash and Racketball NGB have not responded to the consultation and would be
required to assist in verifying these and other priority sites.
6.9.6 Priorities and Standards for Dedicated Squash Facilities
The priorities below are set out in line with Sport England’s priorities for forward planning
under the headings of protect, enhance and provide as detailed previously in the
methodology.
Figure 6.43 below sets out the squash court improvements and priorities for Basingstoke.
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Figure 6.43: Squash Court Priorities, Improvement Recommendations and Quantity
Standards

Protect
Retain existing supply of squash courts in
Basingstoke.

Enhance
Basingstoke sports and social club –
refurbishment of the courts.

Provide
No additional squash courts
required in Basingstoke unless the
current supply is reduced.

Support Hurst School to improve the
squash offer based on business case by
the school itself.
Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs
Short Term (1 – 3 years)
5. Working with the sports club and the NGB the council should consider the refurbishment needs for the squash courts at
both the Sports and Social Club and Hurst School.
Medium Term (3 - 5 years)
3. Maintain investment and quality levels.
Long Term (5 years+)
2. No changes proposed.
Future Needs for Squash
The needs for investment into the current facility stock to improve the quality of squash in Basingstoke should be the focus for
the council in order to enhance the current facilities. The council must support the providers of squash to ensure this level of
provision which, is considered as suitable, is maintained.

6.10 Tennis Courts
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for tennis court provision within Basingstoke and Deane alongside the leading
outcomes from the detailed consultation process which has informed this study. The
priorities and standards to be adopted for tennis court provision are then provided at the
end of this assessment.
As per the methodology presented earlier, all publicly accessible tennis courts listed on Sport
England’s Active Places Power database have been included within the audit and analysis.
Due to the plethora of indoor tennis courts, this has been separated out from the general
tennis court supply.
6.10.1 Quantitative Assessment
Figures 6.44 and 6.45 provide a list of the outdoor and indoor tennis court sites in
Basingstoke and Deane which are publicly accessible. Further information on each of the
tennis court sites audited in this study is also provided.
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Figure 6.44: Tennis courts (outdoor) provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Map
Point

Facility Name

Postcode

1

BATTS MEADOW

RG28 7NY

Number
of
courts
2

2

BEECHDOWN CLUB

RG22 4ES

2

3

CHUTE RECREATION
GROUND
CLIFT MEADOW

RG24 9HX

4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Access Type

Ownership
Type

Management Type

Commercial

Sport Club

Commercial

2

Sports Club / Community
Association
Registered Membership
use
Pay and Play

RG26 5BH

2

Free Public Access

Commercial
Management
Community
Organisation
Other

FAIRFIELDS RECREATION
CENTRE
HERRIARD SPORTS CLUB

RG21 3DR

5

Pay and Play

RG25 2FD

2

MANYDOWN TENNIS
CENTRE
MAPLEDURWELL
RECREATION GROUND
OVERTON RECREATION
CENTRE
RAMSDELL CRICKET
CLUB

RG23 8PE

4

Sports Club / Community
Association
Pay and Play

RG25 2LW

2

RG25 3HD

2

RG26 5SH

1

Parish
Council
Local
Authority
Commercial
Commercial

Sports Club

tbc

Community
Organisation
Commercial
Management
Local Authority
(in house)
Community
Organisation
Sports Club

2011
1998

Community
Organisation
School
(in house)
Local Authority
(in house)
Local Authority
(in house)

tbc

tbc

6

Free Public Access

12

TESTBOURNE
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
THE GREEN

RG28 7JF

2

Pay and play

RG27 0EE

2

Pay and Play

Local
Authority

14

THE RECREATION
GROUND

RG24 7DA

4

Pay and Play

15

THE WILLIAM HOLDING
FIELD
TOTALLY TENNIS
BASINGSTOKE (outdoor)

RG20 5NU

2

Parish Council

RG21 4AG

4

Sports Club / Community
Association
Pay and Play

Local
Authority

Local Authority
(in house)
Commercial
Management

OAKLEY

RG23 7HA

6

Sports Club / Community
Association

Commercial

Sport Club

TOTAL COURTS

tbc

Local
Authority
Foundation
School
Parish
Council
Local
Authority

RG22 5HL

17

1981 / 2000

Parish
Council
Commercial

STRATTON PARK

16

1992/2014

Sports Club / Community
Association
Sports Club / Community
Association
Sports Club / Community
Association

11

13

Parish Council

Year Built
(Year
Refurbished)
2012

tbc
tbc
tbc

tbc
tbc
tbc

2000

tbc

50

Figure 6.45: Tennis courts (indoor) provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Map
Point

Facility Name

THE HAMPSHIRE COURT
HOTEL
2
TOTALLY TENNIS
BASINGSTOKE
TOTAL COURTS
1

Postcode

Number
of Courts

Access Type

Ownership Type

Management Type

RG24 8BG

5

Commercial

RG21 4AG

4

Registered
Membership use
Pay and Play

Commercial
Management
Commercial
Management

9
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6.10.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
The key findings from Sport England’s research tools in relation to the current supply of and
demand for tennis courts in Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o There are 18 sites within Basingstoke and Deane that offer tennis courts.
o There are a total of 9 indoor courts and 50 outdoor courts across the 18 sites, a combined
total of 59 tennis courts.
o Totally Tennis Basingstoke offers the most indoor and outdoor tennis courts at a single
site (8 courts in total).
o Five of these sites are owned and managed by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.
o Analysis using Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM) and Sports Facility
Calculator (SFC) is not available for tennis court facilities.
Figure 6.46 compares the total supply of community accessible outdoor tennis courts per
10,000 of the population in Basingstoke and Deane with the supply in its neighbouring
boroughs. This analysis has been undertaken in the absence of FPM modelling for outdoor
tennis courts. It should be noted that figure 6.62 considers the supply of outdoor tennis
courts only and does not take into account the age and condition of existing facilities,
demand for use of these facilities or the import and export of demand across borough
boundaries.
Figure 6.46: Supply of community accessible outdoor tennis courts per 10,000 of the
population – Basingstoke and Deane comparison with geographical neighbours

Area

Number of
Tennis
Court Sites

Number
of Tennis
Courts

Population
(2011
Census)

Supply of courts
per 10,000
population:
2011

Basingstoke &
Deane

17

50

167,799

3.0

177,307

2.8

East Hampshire
Hart
Test Valley
West Berkshire
Winchester
Wokingham

12
7
12
12
16
16

33
17
26
30
52
69

Geographical Neighbours
115,608
2.9
91,033
1.9
116,398
2.2
153,822
2.0
116,595
4.5
154,380
4.5

119,000
93,000
119,000
158,000
121,000
163,000

2.8
1.8
2.2
1.9
4.3
4.2

Population
(2016
Population
Projection)

Supply of courts
per 10,000
population:
2016

The key findings of the outdoor tennis court supply per 10,000 of the population analysis
are summarised below:
o Basingstoke and Deane has the third highest number of community accessible outdoor
tennis courts of the local authority areas in question behind Winchester, which has 52
courts, and Wokingham, which has 69 courts.
o Basingstoke and Deane has the second highest supply of outdoor tennis courts per
10,000 population behind Winchester and Wokingham.
o In terms of indoor tennis provision, Basingstoke and Deane has more courts (9) than
each of its neighbouring local authority areas.
Sport England’s Active People
Sport England’s Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 1.11% of Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight’s population aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of tennis at
least once a week, which is below the south east regional average (1.29%) but above the
national average (0.97%). The sample size for Basingstoke and Deane was insufficient to
give a statistically robust result for this measure.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 2.47% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in tennis, which is marginally below the regional
averages (2.43%) but above the national average (2.21%).
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The research also estimates that 2.64% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult (18+) population
would like to participate in more tennis than they currently do, which marginally above the
regional (2.57%) and national (2.45%) averages.
This level of latent demand for participation in tennis represents a potential adult market of
3,276 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation data.
6.10.3 Qualitative Assessment
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), each of the tennis court sites in Basingstoke has been given a non-technical
mean quality score. These scores are summarised in Figures 6.47 and 6.48 below and
presented in more detail in the Appendices.
Figure 6.47: Mean Quality Score – Outdoor Tennis Court Sites in Basingstoke

Site
BATTS MEADOW
BEECHDOWN CLUB
CHUTE RECREATION GROUND
CLIFT MEADOW
FAIRFIELDS RECREATION CENTRE*
HERRIARD SPORTS CLUB
MANYDOWN TENNIS CENTRE**
MAPLEDURWELL RECREATION GROUND
OVERTON RECREATION CENTRE
RAMSDELL CRICKET CLUB
STRATTON PARK
TESTBOURNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL***
THE GREEN
THE RECREATION GROUND
THE WILLIAM HOLDING FIELD
TOTALLY TENNIS BASINGSTOKE (outdoor)
OAKLEY

Mean Quality Score (out of 5)
4
4
4
3
4
4
Not seen
3
3
3
3.5
2.5
2.5
4
3
4.5
4

* Fairfields Grass courts were undergoing off season repair at time of inspection.
** Manydown did not wish to be included in the audit process.
*** Whilst the surface is not in great condition the school site accommodates very little tennis usage.
Figure 6.48: Mean Quality Score – Indoor Tennis Court Sites in Basingstoke

Site
TOTALLY TENNIS
THE HAMPSHIRE COURT HOTEL

Mean Quality Score (out of 5)
4
5

The scoring can be split into 2 distinct areas: the lowest scoring tennis facilities are located
at some of the more open sites or on a school site and have fallen into disrepair in places
(such as The Green in Sherfield). A number of the local authority controlled sites do score
well with the highest scoring outdoor courts at Totally Tennis’ site.
Both indoor tennis facilities are in good condition. Totally tennis indoor centre is in need of
some investment and the on-going popularity of this well run facility has begun to take its
impact on the surface in places.
A number of potential improvements at individual sites have been identified later on which
could increase attractiveness to users and capacity for community use in the future. There
is a lack of floodlights at a number of sites, some poor fencing and also signage in general
is poor for some key sites which requires investment.
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6.10.4 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.49 identifies 1 mile/20 minute walk to catchments and 3 mile/20 minute drive to
catchments for the outdoor tennis court sites within Basingstoke and Deane. The map
illustrates that most the borough falls within a 3 mile catchment of a community accessible
outdoor tennis courts. The areas of Basingstoke and Deane which fall outside of a 3 mile
catchment of an outdoor tennis court are located in the north-west, west and south of the
borough.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
Figure 6.49: Map of Audited Tennis Courts (outdoor) in Basingstoke and Deane
(1 mile walk-to and 3 mile drive-to catchments marked)

Figure 6.50 identifies 1 mile/20 minute walk-to catchments and 3 mile/20 minute drive-to
catchments for the indoor tennis court sites within Basingstoke and Deane. The two indoor
tennis facilities are both located in the east of the borough, in and around Basingstoke town
centre. This means that there is a sizable gap in indoor tennis provision in central and
western areas of the borough.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
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Figure 6.50: Map of Audited Tennis Courts (indoor) in Basingstoke and Deane
(1 mile walk-to and 3 mile drive-to catchments marked)

6.10.5 Local Needs and Consultation
The key findings of the consultation process relevant to tennis provision in Basingstoke are
summarised below:
o
o
o

o

o

The LTA have identified the importance of Basingstoke to the development of tennis with
the indoor centres and a wide spread of outdoor tennis courts.
Basingstoke accommodates a number of community tennis clubs who operate
successfully and maintain their sites and develop the sport.
Clubhouses at a number of key sites are in poor condition – Oakley and Whitchurch
(Batts Meadow) both have good courts (although neither have floodlights) but poor
clubhouses which reduces the ability to attract members and retain players.
Floodlighting is lacking in a number of sites which reduces training and development
opportunities and the Consultant Team would recommend further discussions with tennis
clubs over the need and viability of this for their clubs.
Totally Tennis have identified the redevelopment of their indoor centre as a leading
priority. Funding has been agreed in principle from the Lawn Tennis Association and the
Tennis Foundation to contribute to what they see as essential in order to develop the
centre as a thriving public pay and play facility. Their commitment is subject to
partnership funding from Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.

6.10.6 Priorities and Standards for Dedicated Tennis Facilities
The priorities below are set out in line with Sport England’s priorities for forward planning
under the headings of protect, enhance and provide as detailed previously in the
methodology. Figure 6.51 below sets out the tennis court improvements and priorities for
Basingstoke and Deane.
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Figure 6.51: Tennis Court Priorities, Improvement Recommendations and Quantity
Standards

Protect
Retain the existing supply of
tennis courts in Basingstoke.

Enhance
Make improvements to the tennis courts at the following sites
to make them more attractive to clubs and community users:
Totally Tennis indoor development subject to designs and final
business case.

Provide
No
additional
tennis
courts
required
in
Basingstoke unless the
supply is reduced.

Whitchurch Clubhouse (Batts Meadow) – plus viability
assessment of adding floodlighting.
Oakley Clubhouse – plus viability assessment of adding
floodlighting.
Resurfacing the courts on the Green in Sherfield and improve
fencing.
All of the council and Parish Council outdoor sites (9 sites) –
signage and information boards to improve accessibility and
participation.
Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs
Short Term (1 – 3 years)
1. Signage at all Basingstoke and Deane and Parish Council sites.
2. Resurface the Green in Sherfield and improve fencing
Medium Term (3- 5 years)
1. Indoor development at Totally Tennis
2. New clubhouse at Oakley and consideration of floodlighting (based on viability with club)
3. New Clubhouse at Whitchurch (Batts Meadow) and consideration of floodlights (based on viability with club).
Long Term (5 years+)
None if short and medium term needs are met.
Future Needs for Tennis
The investment identified above and priorities for improving tennis facilities will address the needs for the current and future
population by improving access and improving quality and capacity on a number of club sites. The investment into the priority
surfaces and club houses need to be part of a sustainable plan for tennis in Basingstoke which includes a review of the viability
of introducing floodlights on a number of sites working with the LTA.
Investment into the indoor facilities at Totally Tennis is seen as a key priority given the importance of this site to the
development of the sport in the region. Subject to an updated business case and development plan from the club working in
partnership with the LTA, local schools and the council.

6.11 Specialist Sports Facilities
This section covers specialist sports facilities in Basingstoke and Deane which play a key role
within the community sports offer across the borough. It covers dedicated martial arts
facilities, dedicated gymnastics facilities, dedicated athletics facilities, dedicated boxing
facilities as these are the specialist sports sites located in Basingstoke and Deane.
6.11.1 Martial Arts Facilities
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for dedicated martial arts provision within Basingstoke and Deane alongside
the leading outcomes from the detailed consultation process which has informed this study.
The priorities and standards to be adopted for martial arts provision are then provided at
the end of this assessment.
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As per the methodology presented earlier, dedicated martial arts facilities identified through
consultation with Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and the relevant NGBs have been
included within the audit and analysis.
6.11.1.1 Quantitative Assessment
Figure 6.52 provides a list of the dedicated martial arts sites in Basingstoke and Deane which
are publicly accessible. Further information on each of the martial arts sites audited in this
study is also provided.
Figure 6.52: Dedicated Martial Arts provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Ownership
Type

Manageme
nt Type

Year Built
(Year
Refurbished
)

Registered
Membership

Commercial

Commercial
managemen
t

tbc

280

Registered
Membership

Community
Sports Clubs

Community
Sports Club

tbc

100

Registered
Membership

Community
Sports Club

Community
Sports Club

tbc

Map
Point

Facility Name

Postcode

Area
(m²)

1

Basingstoke School of
Martial Arts

RG22
6NQ

Unknow
n

2

Bluewave Martial Arts

RG24
9NP

3

Shin Gi Tai Martial Arts
Academy

RG22
4BA

TOTAL

Access Type

280

6.11.1.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
Analysis using Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM) and Sports Facility Calculator
(SFC) is not available for martial arts facilities.
The key findings in relation to the current supply of and demand for martial arts in
Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o Sport England’s Active Places database lists only 1 dedicated martial arts facility in
Basingstoke and Deane, Shin Gi Tai Martial Arts Academy.
o Shin Gi Tai is a bespoke martial arts venue with 100m² of fully matted and underlaid
training space in the main martial arts hall and changing facilities
o Bluewave is also another provider of martial arts within the borough providing two
dedicated fully matted dojangs.
o A third provider of martial arts, Basingstoke School of Martial arts has been found by the
Consultant Team however the owners have not responded to consultation or site visit
requests and details of this are not included within the review.
o Shin Gi Tai Martial Arts Academy is owned and managed by a community sports club
and is accessible by registered members and provides a multi-disciplinary martial arts
club providing Karate, Kung Fu, Judo, Tai Chi, Ju Jitsu, MMA and fitness Zumba and
BodyCombat.
o Bluewave provides less variety with more of a key focus on dedicated Taekwondo
provision and also Hapkido.
o It should be noted that a number of forms of martial arts take place on leisure centre,
school sites, community centres and other facilities such as the AWE in Basingstoke.
Sport England’s Active People
Sport England’s Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 1.06% of Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight’s population aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of ‘combat
sports’ at least once a week, which is below the national (1.08%) average but above the
regional average (1.03%). The sample size for Basingstoke and Deane was insufficient to
give a statistically robust result for this measure.
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Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 1.06% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in ‘martial arts/combat sports’, which is
marginally above the regional and national averages (1.04%).
The research also estimates that 0.80% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult (18+) population
would like to participate in more ‘martial arts/combat sports’ than they currently do, which
is marginally above the regional (0.77%) and national (0.79%) averages.
This level of latent demand for participation in indoor sport represents a potential adult
market of 995 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation data.
6.11.1.3 Qualitative Assessment
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), the martial arts/combat sports facilities at Shin Gi Tai achieves a non-technical
mean quality score of 3.5 and Bluewave a 4. These scores are summarised in Figure 6.53
below and presented in more detail in the Appendices.
Figure 6.53: Mean Quality Score – Martial Arts Centre – Basingstoke

Site
Shin Gi Tai
Bluewave
Basingstoke School of Martial Arts

Mean Quality Score
(out of 5)
3.5
4
Not audited

Shin Gi Tai scores very highly on the dedicated dojo space, car parking and access but the
changing rooms are not only too small but in need of notable refurbishment.
Bluewave scores highly on the large dedicated dojangs with two competition areas and a
separate matted studio, good car parking with the need to improve on the support facilities
for wider recreation use (e.g. showers).
Basingstoke School of Martial Arts was not available for auditing or consultation.
6.11.1.4 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.54 below identifies 1 mile/20 minute walk-to catchments and 3 mile/20 minute
drive-to catchments for martial arts/combat sports facilities within Basingstoke and Deane.
The three facilities in question are located in the east of the borough, in and around
Basingstoke town centre. However, it should be noted that as a specialist facility for sports
and activities with limited demand in Basingstoke and Deane the larger catchment is
considered more appropriate. It should also be noted that other indoor facilities in
Basingstoke and Deane, such as sports halls and studios, can and do cater for martial arts.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
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Figure 6.54: Map of Dedicated Martial Arts Facilities in Basingstoke and Deane
(1 mile walk-to and 3 mile drive-to catchments marked)

6.11.1.5 Local Needs and Consultation
The key findings of the consultation process relevant to martial arts provision in Basingstoke
are summarised below:
o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o
o
o

Survey’s respondents viewed martial arts facilities within Basingstoke as generally being
not up to standard in terms of size, capacity, aside from the dedicated space at Shin Gi
Tai. This is related to non-dedicated martial arts spaces. It should be noted that
Bluewave was not referenced in the other clubs responses.
There is a clear need for bigger facilities and the opportunity of developing a hub to
support many of the clubs in town. Shin Gi Tai facility is rated very highly by other
martial arts clubs given its dedicated nature but there is a need for a larger space to
accommodate all club needs as well as Shin Gi Tai itself.
The owner of Shin Gi Tai stated that planning permission regulations make it very difficult
to find a building suitable for opening a full time martial arts centre, due to the number
of parking spaces that are needed.
Bluewave martial arts have much greater capacity in terms of their facility (with a second
room), however the club is run by volunteers and extending usage during the day time
is not deliverable without employing a member of staff to manage the additional hours.
This is not currently affordable for the club.
A dedicated martial arts centre would appear to be viable but is challenging in relation
to accommodating all the various disciplines and clubs and will require some careful
planning and discussion with partners including the lead National Governing Bodies for
each sport.
Both of the leading providers (Bluewave and Shin Gi Tai) report notable demand and
waiting lists for their clubs which are limited by capacity and size as well as capacity of
clubs at other venues within the borough.
British Judo stated that leading facilities such as the Pavilion Sherbourne St John is a
good facility and affordable but whilst the club have outgrown the venue they don't want
to risk moving and losing this space.
The AWE facility where AWE Judo club are located is considered dated and now a bit run
down.
British Judo, as with all respondents view Shin Gi Tai Martial Arts Academy with its
permanent Dojo as a very good facility serving Basingstoke.
Shin Gin Tai is limited in its capacity to accommodate many spectators, and parents and
is limited in its ability to generate secondary spend opportunities. The development of
the sport, a separate issue from the facility audit process however, far outweighs the
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o

limitations of the facility. The club is also limited by its short term lease when considering
funding opportunities which is a key challenge.
This is mirrored with Bluewave who are currently operating on a short lease due to the
risk factor of committing to a longer term leases and the provision for parents and
visitors is limited.

6.11.1.6 Priorities and Standards for Dedicated Martial Arts Facilities
The priorities below are set out in line with Sport England’s priorities for forward planning
under the headings of protect, enhance and provide as detailed previously in the
methodology.
Figure 6.55 below sets out the martial arts improvements and priorities for Basingstoke.
Figure 6.55: Martial Arts Facility Priorities, Improvement Recommendations and Quantity
Standards

Protect
Retain the existing level of dedicated martial
arts provision at Shin Gi Tai and Bluewave.

Enhance
Refurbishment of changing facilities at
Shin Gi Tai.

Ensure that the existing levels of martial arts
provision at leisure centre and school sites
across the borough are maintained.

Refurbishment of the entrance and
reception area of Bluewave.

Provide
Review the opportunity of a
martial arts and gymnastics facility
within Basingstoke given evident
need, popularity and strength of
clubs within the borough.

Support Shin Gi Tai in the proposed
extension of the facility to the back of the
main centre.
Support both Shin Gi Tai and Bluewave in
the provision of a funded martial arts post
for an initial period of 2 years.
Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs
Short Term (1 – 3 years)
1. Support Shin Gi Tai in refurbishment of changing areas to address the quality score of the facility.
2. Subject to other funding support the council to support a dedicated martial arts development officer post to work with
both leading facilities.
3. Council to review the viability of a dedicated marital arts centre in conjunction with the growing needs of gymnastics and
a multi-functional indoor venue for gymnastics, martial arts and combat sports (including boxing).
Medium Term (3 - 5 years)
1. If the opportunity of a new dedicated martial arts centre is not deliverable the council should support Shin Gi Tai in
extending their facility and assist with funding, planning and lease extension.
2. As above – the council should then consider investing in the support facilities for Bluewave to improve capacity of the site
for recreational combat exercise activities alongside the martial arts programme subject to a longer lease opportunity.
Long Term (5 years+)
1. If the opportunity of a new dedicated martial arts centre is deliverable, dependent on viability and funding – the
longer term aim is a martial arts hub-site for Basingstoke.
Future Needs for Martial Arts
There is clear evidence that a dedicated community martial arts centre would be well used and supported by the NGBs. Any
such provision would be limited in its viability as a stand-alone facility and would need to be considered within the wider
development of either a new gymnastics centre, multi use / leisure centre refurbishment.
The martial arts sports are growing in popularity in Basingstoke and there clear on-going demand for classes, coaching and
competition and the need is evident for a potential dedicated martial arts hub-site catering for many disciplines, combat and
multi sport opportunities.
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6.11.2 Gymnastics Facilities
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for gymnastics provision within Basingstoke and Deane alongside the leading
outcomes from the detailed consultation process which has informed this study. The
priorities and standards to be adopted for gymnastics provision are then provided at the end
of this assessment.
As per the methodology presented earlier, dedicated gymnastics facilities identified through
consultation with Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and British Gymnastics have been
included within audit and analysis.
6.11.2.1 Quantitative Assessment
Figure 6.56 provides details of the dedicated gymnastics site in Basingstoke and Deane.
Further information on the gymnastics site audited in this study is also provided in the
appendices.
Figure 6.56: Dedicated Gymnastics provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Map
Point

Facility Name

Postcode

Access Type

Ownership Type

Management
Type

1

Basingstoke Gym Club

RG21
6XR

Registered
Membership

Community Sports
Club

Community Sports
Club

Year Built
(Year
Refurbished)
tbc

6.11.2.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
The key findings from Sport England’s research tools in relation to the current supply of and
demand for gymnastics in Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o There is 1 dedicated gymnastics facility in Basingstoke and Deane, at Basingstoke Gym
Club.
o Basingstoke Gymnastics Club is a registered, non-profit making charity which owns and
operates its own gymnastics centre. All funds received are spent on the running of the
gym or re-invested to improve the service and facilities on offer. The facilities are
accessible to registered members of the club and schools.
o Analysis using Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM) and Sports Facility
Calculator (SFC) is not available for gymnastics facilities.
o It should be noted that the Active People Survey and Market Segmentation findings
below reflect the fact that participants in gymnastics and trampolining are predominantly
children aged under 16.
Sport England’s Active People
Sport England’s Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 0.09% of England’s population
aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of gymnastics and trampolining at least
once a week. The sample sizes for Basingstoke and Deane, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight
and the south east region were insufficient to give a statistically robust result for this
measure.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 0.23% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in gymnastics and trampolining, which is above
the regional (0.21%) and national (0.15%) averages.
The research also estimates that 0.16% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult (18+) population
would like to participate in more gymnastics and trampolining than they currently do, which
is just above the regional and national averages (0.15%).
This level of latent demand for participation in indoor sport represents a potential adult
market of 202 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation data.
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6.11.2.3 Qualitative Assessment
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), the gymnastics facilities at Basingstoke Gymnastics Club achieve a non-technical
mean quality score of 4.5. This score is summarised in Figure 6.57 below and presented in
more detail in the Appendices.
Figure 6.57: Mean Quality Score – Dedicated Gymnastics Sites in Basingstoke

Site
Basingstoke Gymnastics Club

Mean Quality Score
(out of 5)
4.5

Basingstoke Gymnastics Club provides very high quality gymnastics facilities which hosts
regional, national and international events and training camps. Whilst the gymnastics
facilities and equipment are considered to be of a high standard, the facility does suffer from
poor car parking and limited social areas. This however is a small element of an otherwise
first class facility for gymnastics.
6.11.2.4 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.58 below identifies 1 mile/20 minute walk-to catchments and 3 mile/20 minute
drive-to catchments for dedicated gymnastics facility within Hampshire. Basingstoke Gym
Club is located in Basingstoke town, meaning that parts of the east of the borough fall within
a 3 mile catchment of a dedicated gymnastics facility, whilst central areas and the whole
west of the borough fall outside of this 3 mile catchment.
It should be noted that as a specialist facility of regional/national significance which hosts
gymnastics events, a much larger catchment area is appropriate for this particular site.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
Figure 6.58: Dedicated Gymnastic Facilities in Hampshire
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6.11.2.5 Local Needs and Consultation
The key findings of the consultation process relevant to gymnastics provision in Basingstoke
are summarised below:
o The club has 2,060 individual members and operates 7 days a week providing activity
for toddlers through to international gymnasts.
o The club continues to provide a high quality gymnastic experience and has diversified its
offer for activities such as stunts (and use of silks seen in theatre / dance) as well as a
dedicated parkour training area.
o The club are looking to refurbish and extend to provide a mezzanine above the offices
and changing rooms.
o Extending the gym clubs current footprint is not possible with the club’s building right
on the boundary of the site.
o Car parking remains a key challenge for the site as well as a very limited waiting / social
area for parents.
o British Gymnastics National Facilities Strategy also states that the NGBs aims is to
support the development of satellite clubs to existing dedicated gymnastics clubs
preferably at school sites.
6.11.2.6 Priorities and Standards for Dedicated Gymnastics Facilities
The priorities below are set out in line with Sport England’s priorities for forward planning
under the headings of protect, enhance and provide as detailed previously in the
methodology.
Figure 6.59 below sets out the gymnastics improvements and priorities for Basingstoke.
Figure 6.59: Gymnastics Facility Priorities, Improvement Recommendations and Quantity
Standards

Protect
Protect and retain the facilities at
Basingstoke Gymnastics Club.
Retain indoor space at other sites which
are currently providing for gymnastics
use.

Enhance
The council and British Gymnastics to
work together to identify a suitable
school site that could act as a satellite
venue with the aim of providing a
stepping-stone from school curriculum
gymnastics to club gymnastics.

Provide
As part of the wider leisure and retail
park masterplanning – a viability
assessment of providing a new and
larger gymnastics facility should be
considered to co-locate with a number
of martial arts clubs and providers in
Basingstoke.

Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs
Short Term (1 – 3 years)
1. Consideration of the viability of suitable school site to have extended indoor facilities for gymnastics as a satellite facility
for Basingstoke Gym club this should be linked to the sports hall priorities at Costello School.

Medium Term (2-3 years)
1. Viability review of expanding the current gymnastics club in partnership with other providers of indoor sports such as martial
arts, boxing and dance. This could form part of the leisure park development / master-planning exercise.
Long Term (5 years+)
1. Dependent upon the outcome of the viability review to develop this multi-sport indoor centre for Basingstoke.
Future Needs for Gymnastics
The council must retain its support for the development Basingstoke Gymnastics Club with the focus on establishing better
quality gymnastics within school sites in particular to act as satellite facilities feeding into the club. This will relieve some
pressure on the current facility and the club capacity.
The club have identified the need for greater capacity with growing waiting lists and pressure on their current facilities. The
council should look at the viability of expanding the offer at another site with further consultation with the club and British
Gymnastics and other potential club partners who have notable demand for indoor space.
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6.11.3 Athletics Facilities
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for dedicated athletics provision within Basingstoke and Deane alongside the
leading outcomes from the detailed consultation process which has informed this study. The
priorities and standards to be adopted for athletics provision are then provided at the end of
this assessment.
As per the methodology presented earlier, all publicly accessible athletics facilities listed on
Sport England’s Active Places Power database have been included within the audit and
analysis.
6.11.3.1 Quantitative Assessment
Figure 6.60 provides a list of the dedicated athletics sites in Basingstoke and Deane which
are publicly accessible. Further information on each of the athletics sites audited in this study
is also provided.
Figure 6.60: Dedicated Athletics provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Map
Point

1

Facility Name

Postcode

Lanes

Access Type

Ownership
Type

Management
Type

DOWN GRANGE SPORTS
FACILITY

RG22
4ET

8

Pay and
Play

Local
Authority

Local
Authority
(in house)

TOTAL LANES

Year Built
(Year
Refurbished)
1980
(2011, 2013)

8

6.11.3.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
The key findings from Sport England’s research tools in relation to the current supply of and
demand for athletics in Basingstoke and Deane are as follows:
o There is 1 dedicated athletics facility in Basingstoke and Deane, at Down Grange Sports
Facility.
o The 400m running track (and track and field facilities) have been built to the highest
standards. The site is open to the community and is used by schools and the leading
club Basingstoke & Mid Hants Athletic Club.
o Analysis using Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM) and Sports Facility
Calculator (SFC) is not available for athletics facilities.
Sport England’s Active People
Sport England’s Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 4.76% of Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight’s population aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of athletics at
least once a week, which is below the regional (5.29%) and national (4.89%) averages. The
sample size for Basingstoke and Deane was insufficient to give a statistically robust result
for this measure.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 7.4% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in athletics, which is below the regional (7.1%)
and national (6.5%) averages.
The research also estimates that 3.1% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult (18+) population
would like to participate in more athletics than they currently do, which is above the regional
and national (2.9%) averages.
This level of latent demand for participation in athletics represents a potential adult market
of 3,807 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation data.

www.continuumleisure.co.uk
P a g e | 108

BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – LEISURE AND RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT
FINAL REPORT MAY 2015 – VERSION 3

6.11.3.3 Qualitative Assessment
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), the athletics facilities at Down Grange achieve a non-technical mean quality
score of 4 out of 5. This score is summarised in Figure 6.61 below and presented in more
detail in the Appendices.
Figure 6.61: Mean Quality Score – Dedicated Athletics Sites in Basingstoke and Deane

Site
Down Grange

Mean Quality Score
(out of 5)
4

The athletics track at Down Grange is in excellent condition, has ample car parking, however,
it lacks a stand or spectator area for events. For a site of this importance and quality it is a
notable omission from the facility offer on site.
6.11.3.4 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.62 below identifies 1 mile/20 minute walk-to catchments and 3 mile/20 minute
drive-to catchments for the dedicated athletics facility within Basingstoke and Deane and
Hampshire. Down Grange Sports Facility is located in Basingstoke town, meaning that parts
of the east of the borough fall within a 3 mile catchment of a dedicated athletics facility,
whilst central areas and the whole west of the borough fall outside of this 3 mile catchment.
It should be noted that as a specialist facility of regional significance which hosts athletics
events, a much larger catchment area is appropriate for this particular site.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
Figure 6.62: Map Dedicated Athletics Facilities in Hampshire
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6.11.3.5 Local Needs and Consultation
The key findings of the consultation process relevant to athletics track provision in
Basingstoke are summarised below:
o Basingstoke & Mid Hants Athletic Club – facilities at Down Grange are of a high quality
but the athletics suffers from a lack of covered spectator and social space. The Club
highlight that a facility of this quality lacks this provision in line with other leading
athletics clubs. The club has raised over £50,000 towards this which is very impressive
and highlights the strength and importance of the club within Basingstoke.
o The club has a leading challenge of meeting the growing coaching needs. Having seen
memberships rise from the 2012 Games a growing junior section needs additional
coaches.
o Overton Harriers & AC is a small running club with a thriving ladies, men and junior
teams of all abilities. The club compete in road, cross country, athletic and triathlon
events providing road races and cross country focused mainly around Overton.
o England Athletics are looking at opportunities to develop training facilities that introduce
athletics to young people in particular at school venues. There is a lack of smaller more
compact athletics facilities within Basingstoke. If a suitable site could be identified within
Basingstoke, England Athletics should be approached to consider providing match
funding to develop a facility of this type across an initial two schools.
6.11.3.6 Priorities and Standards for Dedicated Athletics Facilities
The priorities below are set out in line with Sport England’s priorities for forward planning
under the headings of protect, enhance and provide as detailed previously in the
methodology.
Figure 6.63 below sets out the athletics improvements and priorities for Basingstoke.
Figure 6.63: Athletics Facility Priorities, Improvement Recommendations and Quantity
Standards

Protect
Protect and retain the facilities at Down
Grange Athletics track.

Enhance
Provide a spectator stand and social
space for the athletics facility at Down
Grange.

Provide
2 leading schools at Hurst and
Testbourne to have new J tracks
installed as training venues for
athletics.

Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs
Short Term (1 – 3 years)
1. Spectator stand at Down Grange
Medium Term (3 - 5 years)
1. Installation of a compact track or ‘J’ track at a minimum of 2 schools including Hurst and Testbourne (this is based on their
priority location for sports hall investment and AGPs). These are however to be determined - 2 school compact tracks
estimated at £100,000 each (a 60m straight is costed at £86,000 by Sport England) = £200,000 allowance.
Long Term (5 years+)
1. None.
Future Needs for Athletics
The facilities at Down Grange represent a very important resource for Basingstoke across a number of sports. The athletics
track plays a major role in the development of sport and physical activity across all ages. Investment into
In similar vein to that of gymnastics the need to develop training / satellite sites for the sport such as school site is seen as a
critical part of the development of the sport for Basingstoke.
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6.11.4 Netball Facilities
The summary below provides the quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
assessments for dedicated netball provision within Basingstoke and Deane alongside the
leading outcomes from the consultation process which has informed this study. The priorities
and standards to be adopted for netball provision are then provided at the end of this
assessment.
As per the methodology presented earlier, dedicated netball facilities identified through
consultation with Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and England Netball have been
included within the audit and analysis.
6.11.4.1 Quantitative Assessment
Figure 6.64 provides details of the dedicated netball site in Basingstoke and Deane which is
publicly accessible. Further information on the netball site audited in this study is also
provided in the appendices.
Figure 6.64: Dedicated Netball provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Map
Point

Facility Name

Postcode

Access Type

Ownership Type

Management
Type

Year Built
(Year
Refurbished)

1

Russell Howard Park

RG226R
Q

Registered
Membership

Local Authority

Local Authority

tbc

6.11.4.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
Sport England’s Active People
Sport England’s Active People Survey found that in 2013/14 0.35% of England’s population
aged 16+ participated in a minimum of 30 minutes of netball at least once a week. The
sample sizes for Basingstoke and Deane, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight and the south
east region were insufficient to give a statistically robust result for this measure.
Sport England’s Market Segmentation
Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool estimates that 0.48% of Basingstoke and Deane’s
adult (18+) population currently participate in netball, which is above the regional (0.46%)
and national (0.43%) averages.
The research also estimates that 0.42% of Basingstoke and Deane’s adult (18+) population
would like to participate in more netball than they currently do, which is just above the
regional and national averages (0.40%).
This level of latent demand for participation in indoor sport represents a potential adult
market of 521 people wanting to do more based on Market Segmentation data.
6.11.4.3 Qualitative Assessment
Non-Technical Quality Assessment
Based on the non-technical quality assessments (as described in the methodology earlier in
the report), the netball facilities at Russell Howard Park achieve a non-technical mean quality
score of 4. This score is summarised in Figure 6.65 below and presented in more detail in
the Appendices.
Figure 6.65: Mean Quality Score – Dedicated Netball Sites in Basingstoke

Site
Russell Howard Park

Mean Quality Score
(out of 5)
4

The courts are in very good condition and floodlit however the facility has limited quality
changing facilities on site and no signage or information on the activities based there.
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6.11.4.4 Accessibility Assessment
Figure 6.66 below identifies 1 mile/20 minute walk-to catchments and 3 mile/20 minute
drive-to catchments for the netball facility in Basingstoke. The site is located centrally and
benefits from close proximity to Basingstoke Town with parts of the central and east of the
borough falling within a 3 mile catchment of the facility, whilst west of the borough fall
outside of this 3 mile catchment. The facility however attracts users to the netball league
from across the county.
The distance threshold indicated on the map covers both the walk to catchments and also
the associated drive time catchments that are set out earlier in the study report.
Figure 6.66: Identified Netball (competition) Facilities in Basingstoke

6.11.4.5 Local Needs and Consultation
The key findings of the consultation process relevant to netball provision in Basingstoke are
summarised below:
o

o
o

o

England Netball raise concerns over the majority of indoor sites not having sufficient run
offs to meet England netball standards which is a common issue for standard sized sports
halls.
Access to indoor facilities remains limited in Basingstoke for netball activities in general
as well as cost prohibitive for many clubs.
Basingstoke Netball League have stated that the demand is there for additional courts
on the Howard Park site but also recognise that an expanded league would require more
input from themselves who are all volunteers (the league did highlight that 2014/15
season the winter period is not currently at full capacity).
The courts are considered as good standard at Russell Howard Park and whilst the
current pavilion is considered by the Consultant Team as poor standard the league have
stated it is meeting a need for their participants at present.

6.11.4.6 Priorities and Standards for Dedicated Netball Facilities
The priorities below in Figure 6.67 are set out in line with Sport England’s priorities for
forward planning under the headings of protect, enhance and provide as detailed previously
in the methodology.
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Figure 6.67: Netball Facility Priorities, Improvement Recommendations and Quantity
Standards

Protect
Retain the outdoor courts provision at
Russell Howard Park.

Enhance
Invest in signage leading up to the site
and on the site to attract users to netball
participation.
Ensure on-going maintenance of the site
to retain its quality.

Provide
The council to consider adding to
the required new bowls clubhouse
with changing and social space to
accommodate the netball league
and local clubs.

Prioritisation and Outline Investment Needs
Short Term (1 – 3 years)
Signage and information on the activity on this site from the entrance, within the car park and on the site.
Medium Term (2-3 years)
In conjunction with the Howard Park Bowls club the council to consider extending the bowl clubhouse footprint for any new
build to incorporate changing and social space for netball (relocating the current site of the bowls clubhouse to serve both
facilities).
Long Term (5 years+)
None.
Future Needs for Netball
The site provides a valuable competition venue for netball and should be retained and invested in to maintain its quality.
Improving the changing offer and social space for netball in conjunction with the bowls club should provide for the growth of
the game and allow for greater netball development alongside the competition delivery.

6.12 Summary
This section has highlighted a notable number of facility investment needs for the council
and partners bringing together the analysis, consultation and site audit work. The priority
projects and outline capital costs are presented in Section 8 with the associated timescale
for potential development as the Council sets out their plan to address the priority needs for
sport in Basingstoke and Deane.
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Section 7: Priorities for Future Green Space Provision
The following section outlines the priorities for enhancing the green space network in
Basingstoke and Deane. Each Ward and Parish which has been assessed in the full Green
Spaces report (see Appendix 2) and identified as being deficient in provision is prioritised
based on the current understanding of need and consideration of future demands through
anticipated development. Figure 7.1 below provides a breakdown of how each Ward and
Parish has been prioritised with Figure 7.2 setting out these priority areas for Basingstoke
and Deane.
Figure 7.1 Prioritisation of Wards and Parishes

Priority
High

Medium

Low

Justification
o Ward/ Parish falls below the minimum standards for green space and/ or
equipped play areas.
o Large areas of the Ward/ Parish are not within the distance thresholds of parks
and gardens and/or accessible natural green space.
o Location for/ adjoins a development area (as set out in the main report).
o Ward/ Parish falls significantly below the expected standards for green space and
or/ equipped play areas.
o Significant areas of the Ward/ Parish are not within the distance thresholds of
parks and gardens and/or accessible natural green space.
o Ward/ Parish falls below the expected standards for green space and/ or
equipped play areas.
o Some areas of the Ward/ Parish are not within the distance thresholds of parks
and gardens and/or accessible natural green space.
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Figure 7.2 Priorities for Future Green Space Provision in Basingstoke and Deane

Does the Ward/
Parish provide
the location of
or adjoin a
proposed
development
area?

Key consideration(s)

 To achieve minimum
green space standard:
3.95ha
 To achieve expected
green space standard:
33.55ha

 Provision of a neighbourhood seminatural green space to serve the whole
of the Ward.
 Provision of amenity green spaces or
park and gardens to improve access to
such green space in the south of the
Ward.

No

Brighton
Hill South

 To achieve expected
green space standard:
16.92ha
 To achieve standard for
equipped play
provision: 0.14ha

 Provision of amenity green space or
parks and gardens within areas of the
Ward outside the 300m distance
threshold.
 Address the deficiency in accessible
natural green space in the eastern half
of the Ward.

No

Buckskin

 To achieve expected
green space standard:
4.18ha

 Future green space provision should
aim to address existing deficiencies
around residential areas (i.e. the
northern tip of the Ward and Melford
Gardens in the south). These areas fall
outside the distance thresholds for
amenity green space and parks
gardens.

Yes:
 Manydown

 Availability of land in urban environment may restrict
opportunities to deliver large open spaces. However
there may be opportunities to deliver smaller open
spaces as part of any redevelopment or through the
incorporation of publically accessible green roofs.
 Consideration should be given to improving accessibility
to and the enhancement of surrounding existing green
spaces.
 It is unlikely that any large open spaces will be able to
be created within Ward. However there may be
opportunities to create smaller green spaces as part of
any redevelopment or through the incorporation of
publically accessible green roofs.
 Consideration should be given to improving accessibility
to and the enhancement of surrounding existing green
spaces including the recreation ground in the south and
the incidental green spaces throughout the Ward.
 It is anticipated that development at Manydown will
greatly increase the population in this part of the
Borough. Therefore it will be important that additional
green space is delivered as part of any development (as
set out in Section 5 of this report). There may be
opportunities to improve access to the proposed 98ha
Country Park.

Wards
Brookvale
and Kings
Furlong
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Grove

 To achieve expected
green space standard:
4.7ha
 To achieve standard for
equipped play
provision: 0.15ha

Hatch
Warren

 To achieve expected
green space standard:
16.71ha

 Future green space provision should
address the deficiencies in amenity
green space and parks and gardens in
the western tip and central portion of
the Ward.
 A large proportion of the new
provision should provide accessible
natural green space.
 Future green space should address the
deficiencies in amenity green space or
parks and gardens on the southern
boundary.

Nordon

 To achieve expected
green space
standard:18.77ha
 To achieve standard for
equipped play
provision: 0.09ha

 Additional green space should be
provided to address the current
deficiency of Accessible Natural Green
Space throughout the Ward.
 Parks and gardens or amenity green
space should also be provided to

Does the Ward/
Parish provide
the location of
or adjoin a
proposed
development
area?
No

Key consideration(s)

Yes:
 Basingstoke
Golf Club

 Opportunities to create large green spaces may be
limited and the M3 corridor would impede access to any
future provision to the south. There may be greater
opportunities to deliver smaller open spaces as part of
any redevelopment or through the incorporation of
publically accessible green roofs.
 There may also be opportunities to improve facilities
within incidental green spaces.
 It is anticipated that development at Basingstoke Golf
Club will greatly increase the population in this part of
the Borough. It will therefore be important that
additional green space is delivered as part of any
development (as set out in section 5 of this report).
Opportunities should also be sought to improve existing
green spaces in the surrounding area e.g. Beggarwood
Park.
 Consider enhancing other open spaces within the Ward
including recreation grounds, and the churchyard and
cemetery.
 Seek opportunities to create additional green space and
to increase accessibility to surrounding green spaces.

No
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 Opportunities to create large green spaces may be
limited and the M3 corridor would impede access to any
future provision to the south. There may be greater
opportunities to deliver smaller open spaces as part of
any redevelopment or through the incorporation of
publically accessible green roofs.

Low

Priority characteristics of future
provision

Medium

Quantity required to
address existing
deficiency

High

Ward/
Parish
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address the existing deficiency to the
west of the Ward.
 Accessible Natural Green Spaces
should be provided to the south and
east of the Ward.
 An additional park and garden could
be provided to address a pocket of
deficiency to the north.
 Accessible Natural Green Space should
be provided to the east and west of the
Ward.
 Park and garden or amenity green
space should also be provided in the
west of the Ward.

Does the Ward/
Parish provide
the location of
or adjoin a
proposed
development
area?

Key consideration(s)

No

 If new provision is not possible then consider improving
accessibility to and enhancement of surrounding open
spaces including Popley Fields to the north.

Yes:
 Manydown

 It is anticipated that development at Manydown will
greatly increase the population in this part of the
Borough. It will therefore be important that additional
green space is delivered as part of any development (as
set out in section 5 of this report). Opportunities should
also be sought to improve existing green spaces in the
surrounding area although the west of the Ward
currently falls outside of the green space catchment
areas.
 Availability of land in urban environment may restrict
opportunities to deliver large open spaces. However
there may be opportunities to deliver smaller open
spaces as part of any redevelopment or through the
incorporation of publically accessible green roofs.
 Consideration should be given to improving accessibility
to and the enhancement of surrounding existing green
spaces.

Popley East

 To achieve expected
green space standard:
5.89ha

Rooksdown

 To achieve expected
green space standard:
0.38ha
 To achieve standard for
equipped play
provision: 0.04ha

South Ham

 To achieve expected
green space standard:
18.26ha
 To achieve standard for
equipped play
provision: 0.21ha

 Provision of accessible natural green
space to serve the whole Ward.
 Provision of amenity green space or
park and garden within the north-east
and south of the Ward.

No

 To achieve expected
green space standard:
0.59ha

 Provide parks and gardens particularly
within the villages of Bramley, Sherfield
Green and Sherfield on Loddon.

No

Parishes
Bramley
and
Sherfield
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 Surrounding land likely to be within a number of
different ownerships and land uses which may limit
opportunities to create new publicly accessible green
spaces. If so, consideration should be given to improve

Low

Priority characteristics of future
provision

Medium

Quantity required to
address existing
deficiency

High

Ward/
Parish

BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – LEISURE AND RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT FINAL REPORT MAY 2015 – VERSION 3

Does the Ward/
Parish provide
the location of
or adjoin a
proposed
development
area?

Key consideration(s)

 Provide additional accessible natural
green space to the north of Bramley.

Kingsclere

 To achieve minimum
green space standard:
7.4ha
 To achieve expected
green space standard:
13.32ha

 Future green spaces should be
multifunctional and should seek to
provide parks and gardens particularly
within Kingsclere village.

No



Oakley and
North
Waltham

 To achieve expected
green space standard:
4.64ha

Future green spaces should be
multifunctional and should seek to:
 Provide accessible natural green space
to the north of Oakley village.
 Increase the quantity of amenity green
space or park and gardens to the north
of Oakley village.

Yes:
 Manydown
 Land east of
Basingstoke
 Basingstoke
Golf Club
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Priority

access to and enhancing other green space provision
including recreation grounds & playing fields, incidental
green spaces, and churchyards and cemeteries
Further analysis should be carried out to understand the
existing green space provision within other settlements.
Surrounding land likely to be within a number of
different ownerships and land uses which may limit
opportunities to create new publicly accessible green
spaces. If so, consideration should be given to
enhancing other green space provision including
recreation grounds & playing fields, and churchyards
and cemeteries.
Surrounding land likely to be within a number of
different ownerships and land uses limiting
opportunities to create new publicly accessible green
spaces. Consider improving access to and enhancing
other green space provision including recreation
grounds & playing fields, incidental green space and
amenity green spaces.
The Parish currently falls below the expected standard
for green space provision. The proposed development
at three locations in the Borough will lead to a
significant increase in population. It is therefore vital
the public green space identified in Section 5 of this
report is multifunctional and delivered in conjunction
with the development.
Further analysis should be carried out to understand the
existing green space provision within other settlements.

Low

Priority characteristics of future
provision

Medium

Quantity required to
address existing
deficiency

High

Ward/
Parish

BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – LEISURE AND RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT FINAL REPORT MAY 2015 – VERSION 3

Overton,
Laverstoke
and
Steventon

 To achieve minimum
green space standard:
3.95ha
 To achieve expected
green space standard:
9.87ha

 Future green spaces should be
multifunctional and should seek to
increase publically accessible natural
green spaces within settlements
throughout the Parish.

Does the Ward/
Parish provide
the location of
or adjoin a
proposed
development
area?
No
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Key consideration(s)

Priority

 Surrounding land likely to be within a number of
different ownerships and land uses limiting
opportunities to create new publicly accessible green
spaces. Consider improving access to and enhancing
other green space provision including recreation
grounds & playing fields, churchyards and cemeteries
and amenity green space
 Further analysis should be carried out to understand the
existing green space provision within other settlements.

Low

Priority characteristics of future
provision

Medium

Quantity required to
address existing
deficiency

High

Ward/
Parish
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Section 8: Priorities and Actions
This section of the study sets out the draft delivery plan for the Council related to the priority
projects and facility needs for sport and recreation as set out in Section 6.
The likely investment needs and costs identified within this section should serve only as a
guide at this stage. A number of project proposals within this study are subject to more
detailed design and cost inputs and in some case feasibility testing and it is recommended
that following on from this study that Basingstoke and Deane engage a quantity surveyor to
provide more detailed costs as part of any development work on each specific project.
Where possible the Consultant Team has used Sport England cost guidelines from Sport
England’s Kitbag Facility Costs 4Q 2013.
The non-technical assessments have also raised a number of issues with regards to
maintenance. This hasn’t necessarily been identified in this section, but needs to be
reviewed for specific sites identified in sections 6 and within the PPS.
The tables that follow detail the recommendations by facility type, under the priority areas
over the short, medium and long term.
It should be noted that under ‘Potential Funding Sources’ all schemes must show a
contribution from the facility owner.
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8.1 Short Term Priorities and Actions
Figure 8.1: Recommendations by facility type over the Short Term (1 year to 3 years)

Project

Description

Cost (£)

Potential Funding Sources1

No capital cots
£10,000
TBC
400,000

BDBC
BDBC
EFA / School / BDBC

1.
2.
3.
4.

Sherfield School Support
QMC Viability Options
Aquadrome Refurbishment Needs
Brighton Hill School

Support
Development Support
Capital costs
New sports hall floor and changing

5.

Hurst Leisure Centre

New sports hall floor, changing and projectile hall

500,000

EFA / School / BDBC

6.
7.
8.

New hockey pitch at Down Grange
Longmeadow Indoor Bowls
Basingstoke Sports and Social Club

New AGP
New carpet
New clubhouse (4 team change) / Squash Courts
Refurbishment
Squash Courts Refurbishment
All Tennis Courts Sites and Outdoor Bowls Clubs
Resurface and Fencing
Refurbish Changing rooms
Development Support
New changing pavilion (2 team change)

600,000
50,000
685,000

EHA/ Sport England
BDBC / Club
BDBC / Club / Sport England /
NGB
BDBC / School
BDBC
LTA / BDBC
Sport England – Inspired Facilities
BDBC

9. Hurst School
10. Signage
11. The Green (Sherfield)
12. Shin gi Tai
13. Dedicated Martial Arts Centre Review
14. Burghclere Sports Club
Total

50,000
30,000
60,000
30,000
10,000
255,000
£2,680,000

Where BDBC is shown, this means developer contributions, Leisure Facilities and Community Buildings grants, Local Infrastructure Fund grants and
capital funding as appropriate.
1
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8.2 Medium Term Priorities and Actions
Figure 8.2: Recommendations by facility type over the Medium Term (3 - 5 years)

Project

1.

Aquadrome new investment

2.
3.

Costello School
Tadley Pool – car parking and health and fitness
suite*
Testbourne School
Down Grange – Athletics
New central AGP
Totally Tennis

4.
5.
6.
7.

8. Oakley
9. Whitchurch (Batts Meadow)
10. Shin Gi Tai**
11. School Athletics
12. Howard Park Bowls Club
13. Bluewave
14. Wield Recreation Ground
Total

Description

Cost (£)

Potential Funding Sources

Indoor studio space, caving and bouldering,
reconfigured/new reception and café
Extended sports hall costs (satellite gymnastics provision)
Capital cost extension / new build

3,000,000

BDBC2

2,800,000
1,000,000

EFA / HCC and BDBC
BDBC

600,000
550,000
600,000
300,000

FF / FA / BDBC / School
Developer Contributions
FF / FA
Totally Tennis / LTA / Sport
England / BDBC
LTA / BDBC
LTA / BDBC
Sport England Inspired Facilities
Sport England / UKA / BDBC
BDBC
BDBC

New AGP
New spectator stand
New AGP
Indoor Centre Extension
New clubhouse and floodlighting
New Clubhouse and floodlighting
Extension of facility
2 ‘J’ tracks installed at Hurst and Testbourne
New Clubhouse
Refurbished entrance and changing rooms
New Changing Pavilion (2 team changing)

190,000
190,000
50,000
200,000
255,000
75,000
255,000
£10,065,000

* Tadley pool health and fitness and car parking based on £500,000 for new build / extension and £500,000 for car park extension.
** Refurbishment of Shin Gi Tai is dependent on the outcomes of a more detailed review into a joint martial arts centre.

Where BDBC is shown, this means developer contributions, Leisure Facilities and Community Buildings grants, Local Infrastructure Fund grants and
capital funding as appropriate.
2
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8.3 Long Term Priorities and Actions
Figure 8.3: Recommendations by facility type over the Long Term (5 years+)

Project

1.
2.

New Central Pool
Down Grange / Basingstoke RFC

3. Dedicated Martial Arts and Gymnastics Centre
4. Fieldgate
Total

Description

25m 6-8 lane pool
New 3G pitch (World Rugby Regulation 22 compliant)
New Clubhouse (this is not costed)
New dedicated multi sports centre
New changing pavilion

Cost (£)

Potential Funding Sources

5,000,000
600,000

Sport England / BDBC3
RFU / BDBC

6,000,000
255,000
£11,855,000

Sport England / BDBC

Where BDBC is shown, this means developer contributions, Leisure Facilities and Community Buildings grants, Local Infrastructure Fund grants and
capital funding as appropriate.
3
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Section 9: Summary
This comprehensive study provides Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council with an updated
assessment of needs of the resident and future population for community sports and leisure
facilities and green spaces (including playing pitches) up to 2029 in line with the local plan.
The last LRNA from 2008, which the Council has delivered a notable number of projects
from, predates the NPPF and Guidance published in March 2012. This updated assessment
of needs has been prepared in accordance with this national guidance and guidance produced
by Sport England and National Governing Bodies to provide the Council with a robust
evidence base to underpin its planning policies for protecting, enhancing and providing new
facilities over the study period. In particular, the study will complies fully with Sport England
Guidance on “How to undertake and apply Needs Assessments for Sport” and the new
methodology from its “PPS Guidance”.
The study has also determined a clear set of facility priorities and an investment action plan
over the short, medium and long term based on the findings of the assessment of needs and
the evidence collated. Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and its partners have a
strong track record of investment in leisure and recreation facilities and the Council has long
recognised the value of sport and leisure as a key contributor to health and wellbeing. Over
recent years the Council has invested significantly into leisure facilities to provide high quality
opportunities for residents to take part in sport and recreation activities.
To continue to address the needs identified within this study the Council must ensure that
the right mix of facilities and activities are provided for local residents both now and in the
future and a balance is struck between the urban and rural areas of the borough. The study
has looked at these options and recommendations related to the provision of wide and
diverse but viable and sustainable facility provision to serve both the population centre of
Basingstoke but also key facilities within the other population areas and ensure accessibility
across the rural areas of the borough.
The study process has also highlighted the excellent relationships that the council has built
up with providers of sport in the borough across all different clubs, community organisations,
facility providers and partners. It will be essential that momentum is maintained following
on from this study and the Council begin to seriously consider the delivery and
implementation of the key findings from this study in the most viable and financially
sustainable way.
Basingstoke and Deane continues to have a strong tradition in community sport with a very
healthy club base of participants and volunteers. Whilst the facility infrastructure is also good
in relation to the current population, clear investment into the quality of existing facilities
and the challenges of ever increasing population (and the subsequent additional provision
required) remain priorities as set out in this study.
Alongside the sport and leisure facilities the identification of the needs for green space are
also clearly presented and will require on-going investment and action by the Council as it
ensures that Basingstoke and Deane remains a vibrant and attractive place to live, work and
be active.
The Council and its partners have shown great vision in committing to this study and the
subsequent potential delivery of the leading priorities and recommendations. The central
challenge for Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, in times of continuing budget
pressure for local authorities, is to address both the current identified facility shortfall (in
both quality and quantity) as well as continuing to keep pace with community provision for
the borough’s ever increasing population. The Council’s health and wellbeing and leisure
teams must now ensure that this study and the policies, standards and recommendations
presented therein become embedded within the local plan and the local planning process to
ensure that sport, leisure and recreation can continue to get the investment it needs to
making the lasting and positive impact that is has on the lives of the residents of Basingstoke
and Deane.
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