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Introduction                  September 2017 

This document represents the Neighbourhood Plan for the parish of Old Basing and Lychpit. It forms one 

part of the development plan for this area over the period 2011 to 2029, the other part being the 

Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan. 

 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (BDBC) as the local planning authority, designated a single 

Neighbourhood Area for the whole of Old Basing and Lychpit parish in October 2014 to enable Old Basing 

and Lychpit Parish Council to prepare the Neighbourhood Plan. The Plan has been prepared by the 

community through the Old Basing and Lychpit Neighbourhood Plan Team (OB&LNPT). ΨThe PlanΩ and 

ΨThe Neighbourhood PlanΩ will be used interchangeably throughout this document. 

Map 1 below shows the boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan area, which reflects the administrative 

boundary of the parish. 

 

The Old Basing and Lychpit Neighbourhood Plan (OB&LNP) has been prepared in accordance with the 

Town & Country Planning Act 1990, the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Localism Act 2011 

and the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. The O&BLNPT has prepared the plan to 

establish some key objectives for the future of life in the parish and to set out how those objectives will 

be realised through planning and guiding land use and development change over the plan period 2015 to 

2029. 

The purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is to guide development within the parish and provide guidance 

to any interested parties wishing to submit planning applications for development within the parish. The 

process of producing The Plan has sought to involve the community as widely as possible and the different 

topic areas are reflective of matters that are of considerable importance to Old Basing and Lychpit, its 

residents, businesses and community groups. 

 

Each section of The Plan covers a different topic. The local context is provided in Section 2 and the 

objectives of the plan in Section 3. Sections 4 to 6 then provide the various policies:  

¶ Section 4: Traffic and Road Safety  

¶ Section 5: Natural Environment and Landscape 

¶ Section 6: Housing and Design 

Under each heading in these sections there is the justification for the policies presented which 

provides the necessary understanding of the policy and what it is seeking to achieve. The policies 

themselves are presented in the coloured boxes. It is these policies against which planning 

applications will be assessed. It is advisable that, in order to understand the full context for any 

individual policy, it is read in conjunction with the supporting text. 
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National policy 

1.2 The National Planning Policy Framework 1(NPPF) states: 

άNeighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision for their 

neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they need. tŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ Χ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ 

neighbourhood planning to set planning policies through neighbourhood plans to determine 

decisions on planning applications (para.183). 

Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local people to ensure that they get 

the right types of development for their community. The ambition of the neighbourhood should 

be aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider local area. 

Neighbourhood plans must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan. 

To facilitate this, local planning authorities should set out clearly their strategic policies for the 

area and ensure that an up-to-date Local Plan is in place as quickly as possible. Neighbourhood 

plans should reflect these policies and neighbourhoods should plan positively to support them. 

Neighbourhood plans and orders should not promote less development than set out in the Local 

Plan or undermine its strategic policies (para.184). 

Outside these strategic elements, neighbourhood plans will be able to shape and direct 

sustainable development in their area. Once a neighbourhood plan has demonstrated its general 

conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan and is brought into force, the policies it 

contains take precedence over existing non-strategic policies in the Local Plan for that 

neighbourhood, where they are in conflict. Local planning authorities should avoid duplicating 

planning processes for non-strategic policies where a neighbourhood plan is in preparation 

όǇŀǊŀΦмурύέΦ 

1.3 Further guidance on the practical application of these matters is provided in National Planning 

Practice Guidance (PPG). 

Consultation 

1.4 Below is a brief summary of all consultation activities undertaken by the OB&LNPT. A 

comprehensive Consultation Statement will be submitted alongside the Neighbourhood Plan 

providing details of how the public were consulted, who was consulted (including any statutory 

consultees), summary of main issues raised, and how those issues have been addressed in our 

Neighbourhood Plan.  

1.5 In March and April 2015 the OB&LNPT instigated a series of meetings across the parish to explain 

possible impacts of the BDBC Local Plan, and to gather comment on it. These comments were 

analysed and published in April 2015 and used to construct a questionnaire for all residents, groups 

and businesses during August and September 2015. Pre-paid replies and Survey Monkey responses 

ensured a good return, and the results and comments were published.  

                                                           
1 National Planning Policy Framework 2011 
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1.6 In May 2016, the emerging neighbourhood plan policies and objectives went on to the local 

websites inviting public comment from residents. Groups, clubs, landowners and businesses were 

all advised by email and their views solicited too. Responses were limited, with some in general 

agreement and some with additional proposals. This allowed us to refine the objectives and policies 

into their present form.  

1.7 At each stage of consultation, results and comments were published through posters, flyers, the 

two websites, the parish magazine and the parish newsletter.  
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Though Old Basing and Lychpit remained essentially a rural parish, Basingstoke was an engine of 

change in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The railway made it a hub, and various commercial 

enterprises (Burberry, tractor manufacture) saw it transformed from a market town. In 1964 

Basingstoke became a major new town, and in 1971 the M3 motorway opened up access to south 

Hampshire.  

2.2 Old Basing and Lychpit today 

Old Basing village still reflects an earlier age with narrow twisting lanes (The Street, Milkingpen Lane 

and Crown Lane), limited footways and kerbs, and very little street lighting. There are three narrow 

railway bridges and two narrow river bridges creating pinch points. There is an eclectic mix of houses 

with double frontage set directly on roadsides. Between the 1940s and 1970s there was expansion 

echoing the growth of Basingstoke. In 1973 Old Basing was designated as a conservation area, in 

recognition of the special architectural and historic interest of the village. In the мфтлΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 

housing development of Lychpit was created, centred on the historic farm of Little Basing. The grade 

2 listed North Barn of the farm was incorporated in the development as a community centre for the 

area. 

Health: 

The Health Centre in Old Basing and Lychpit serve the parish. There is also a dental surgery for private 

patients in Old Basing and a surgery and health centre in Lychpit. 

2.2.1 Transport: 

The road layout in Old Basing is a radial network centred on Five Ways interchange (map 3, Fig 13) 

Much of the through traffic passes through Five Ways creating pressure and the creation of a number 

of rat runs. This puts pressure on the ability of the road network to accommodate any growth in traffic 

arising from housing development schemes on the outskirts of the village. Lychpit has a well-designed 

road layout with Binfields Road acting as a central artery. 

With easy access to the nearby M3 and close to the Basingstoke main line railway station, travel to 

Old Basing and Lychpit is simple. 

Footpaths link different roads, shops and amenities for pedestrians both in the village centre and the 

new developments though improvements will be required to include pedestrian and cycle ways and 

discourage car use 

Additional bus services may also be required to access the local town of Basingstoke for key services. 

2.2.2 Education: 

The parish is served by .ŀǎƛƴƎ LƴŦŀƴǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ Junior School in Old Basing and by Great 

Binfields Primary School, located in Chineham. With the expected growth in population of the village, 

it will be necessary to ensure school capacity increases to accommodate an increase in pupil numbers. 

LŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ hƭŘ .ŀǎƛƴƎ Lƴfants School, where space for 

expansion is limited and parking congestion is already problematic. 

In the community engagement questionnaire, 77% of respondents identified parking as a problem and 

ун҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ όōƻǘƘ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǊƻǇ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ 
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To the north and west of Old Basing and Lychpit lie the parishes of Chineham and Sherfield on Loddon 

forming the edge of urban Basingstoke.  

The Loddon Valley makes up approximately two third of the parish area (see Map 3 The Loddon and 

Lyde Valley above) and as such is a deeply embedded part of the character of Old Basing & Lychpit. 

The River Loddon which rises in Basingstoke runs north-eastwards through the village. At Lower Mill 

it divides into two rivers which re-join outside the parish. These chalk streams provide a highly valued 

and protected landscape, and ecological features for which Hampshire is renowned.  With the River 

Lyde to the east, the Loddon Valley is flattish, low-lying farmland interspersed with occasional copses 

of deciduous trees. 

The BDBC Capacity Study 2010 (pp73 to 80)3 characterises the area as possessing important linear 

views down the valley with limited scope for mitigation without damage to its character. It is an 

intimate landscape with a sense of tranquillity and feels remote from settlement, with numerous 

SINCs, Ancient Woodland sites and the two salmonid rivers. The valley bottom has wetland vegetation. 

Along the north side of the Loddon valley runs the wooded ridge of Pyotts Hill, visually important as 

a frame to the view along the Loddon valley. To the east and south the landscape is characterised by 

rolling hills, more thickly wooded with oak, ash, chestnuts and lime.  

2.3 Demographic Data4 

Old Basing and Lychpit is the second largest of the fifty-two Parish Councils and Parish 

Meetings by precept and population in the Basingstoke and Deane area 

KEY FACTS OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH 
AREA: 1,550 HA 

TOTAL POPULATION: 7,308 

POPULATION DENSITY: 4.71 PERSONS PER HECTARE 

HOUSEHOLDS: 3,021 

Population  

The overall population size of the parish, according to the 2011 census was 7,308 persons or 4.36% of 

the district authority area, living in 3,021 households. The population of Basingstoke and Deane is 

167,799 according to 2011 Census data from the Office of National Statistics.  

 

Age  

Early years: 5.87% (429 children) of the population were aged 0-4 in March 2011. This compares with 

6.8% at the district level.  School age: 14.92% (1,090 children) of the population were aged 5 to 17 

years in March 2011. This compares with 15.8% at district level. 

                                                           
3 Basingstoke & Dene Landscape Capacity Study 2010 
4 ONS Census data 2011 





 

16 
OB&L NP Submission 

signifying that it could not accommodate new development without significant and adverse impact on 

the landscape character. 

The draft Local Plan 2011 called for development of 900 houses in SS3.9, leading to a well-supported 

ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ άSOLVEέ (Save our Loddon Valley Environment), 

demonstrating the strong local feeling of protection the community have towards the preservation and 

longevity of the Loddon Valley.  

2.5 Local planning policy 

¶ The key planning policies are provided by the BDBC Local Plan5 2011 ς 2029. Additional 

information is provided by the Local Transport Plan6 and River Basins Management Plans7.  

¶ There are 2 strategic housing sites allocated within the Local Plan which directly impact on Old 

Basing and Lychpit: 

¶ SS3.1 Swing Swang Lane will deliver approx. 100 houses is within the NP parish area, but 

outside the development boundary 

¶ SS3.9 East of Basingstoke has been identified for 450 houses. Approximately 65% of this 

site falls within the OB&L NP parish area. It is likely to accommodate about 250 homes 

within the parish. 

¶ Other Policies of the Local Plan which directly impact on Old Basing & Lychpitt include SS6-New 

housing in the Countryside 

¶ In particular, the Local Plan sets out detailed site allocations and policies in relation to 

development, infrastructure and sustainable communities. All the policies set out in the Local 

Plan are considered to be strategic in nature and whilst the Neighbourhood Plan cannot 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ΨǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎΩ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ is many 

of these matters that the Neighbourhood Plan policies are seeking to address through the 

development of the plan. This offers a significant opportunity to address many of the issues raised 

by the community regarding life in Old Basing and Lychpit and so the intention is to use the 

Neighbourhood Plan to achieve this. Specifically, policy SS5 (Neighbourhood Planning), which 

states  

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘκǘƻǿƴ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΧΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦέ 

¶ Requirements of Policy SS5 (Neighbourhood Planning), provides an over-arching policy for the 

delivery of housing through neighbourhood plans requiring:  

ά..A further 150 homes will need to be identified in the areas outside those listed above [which 

does not include OB&L] and it will be necessary to identify sites/opportunities to deliver at 

least 10 homes within and adjacent to each of the settlements with defined Settlement Policy 

Boundaries. 

The council will support the relevant parish/town council and other representatives from local 

communities to identify the most appropriate means of meeting this requirement, through 

Neighbourhood Planning, rural exception scheme, or a review of Settlement Policy 

Boundaries..έ 

                                                           
5 Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan 2011 
6 Hampshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2031 
7 South East river basin district RBMP: 2015 
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¶ In terms of what can count towards the 10 homes is defined as ά10 or more homes within 

Settlement Policy Boundaries (SPB) or 5 or more outside of the SPBέ.  

¶ In October 2016, the LPA wrote to the Parish council regarding the outstanding requirements for 

policy SS5 of the BDBC Local Plan. The letter confirmed that as of the 1st April 2016, 24 dwellings 

have been granted planning permission at Peacock House, London Road, which is within and 

adjacent to the defined Old Basing SPB in the period 2011 ς 2016 and that this satisfies ǘƘŜ άŀǘ 

ƭŜŀǎǘ мл ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ {{р ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜnt.    

¶ BDBC were clear that these dwellings ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ άIŀǾŜ мл ƻǊ 

more (net) dwellings on a site and be within the Settlement Policy Boundary (SPB) of the 

settlements names in the policyέ. .5./ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ άThis site is within Marpledurwell 

Parish, however, it is within the Old Basing SPB and hence counts as completions for the purposes 

of policy SS5.έ 

¶ This Neighbourhood Plan therefore, does not seek to allocate any further sites for development 

¶ Furthermore, Policy SS6-New Housing in the Countryside (criterion e) of the Adopted Local Plan 

supports  

Ψsmall scale residential proposals of a scale and type that meet a locally agreed needΩ ƛƴ 

ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ΨǿŜƭƭ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΩ  

¶ In terms of the affordable housing requirements in the Borough, Policy CN1 of the Local Plan 

requires up to 40% affordable housing on all development proposals that result in a net increase 

in dwellings. However, it is considered that recent amendments to Planning Practice Guidance8 

(PPG) requirements supersede the thresholds established in policy CN1 of the Adopted Local 

Plan.  Accordingly, through the determination of planning applications, affordable housing 

provision in the Borough will be sought in accordance with the thresholds established in the PPG.  

The PPG requirements are as follows (OB&L is not within an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty): 

  

 

 

                                                           
8 Planning Practice Guidance 2014 

Outside of the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty   

1-10 dwellings 0% 

Outside of the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty  

11+ dwellings 
OR 
1-10 dwellings with a 
combined gross 
floorspace greater than 
1000 square metres 

40% on site 
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3.3 Aims and Objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan 

The aims and objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan as identified through engagement with the 

community are as follows:  

Traffic and Road Safety  

Aims: to ensure that Old Basing and Lychpit is safe for both walking and cycling and has good 
public transport networks which are both safe and efficiently functioning 

Objective 1:  To ensure the new development provides cycling and walking connectivity to the 
  existing network and the town 

Objective 2: Develop footways at railway bridges and other points to improve safety of the  
  community 

Objective 3:  To promote traffic measures that discourage congestion and ad hoc traffic using a 
άǊŀǘ Ǌǳƴέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ ƻŦ .ŀǎƛƴƎǎǘƻƪŜ 

 

 

Natural Environment and Landscape 

Aims: to respect and conserve the distinctive character of the landscape, natural environment 
and historic assets of the parish 

Objective 4:  To preserve the features of the landscape that distinguish it as part of the Loddon 
  Valley 

Objective 5:  To ensure new development does not detract from the iconic views of Old Basing 

Objective 6: To protect areas of Local Green Space that are of significance to the community 

Objective 7:       To protect and enhance the historic environment of the Village and District 

Housing and Design 

Aims: to support sustainable development that is consistent with existing facilities and 
neighbourhoods and respecting the wishes of the community 

Objective 8:  To ensure that all new developments have regard to the Village Design Statement 
(2006) in terms of design, and where appropriate designed sympathetically to 
existing surroundings  

Objective 9: To provide sufficient dwellings that meet the needs in particular of first time 
buyers and those wishing to downsize 
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housing developments (equating to approximately 350 new homes in within the parish) in the 

plan period.  

4.5 This requires a solution to the traffic congestion which will result from this additional level of use 

and efforts are needed to encourage travel by means other than the car. To facilitate this and to 

build upon BDBC Local Plan policy CN9, SS3.1 (e) and SS3.9 (i) and section 5 of the East of 

Basingstoke and Redlands Development Brief12, there need to be good, safe routes for 

pedestrians and cyclists, especially for children walking to the schools (See map 4 Movement 

Routes & Fig 13) 

4.6 Without these improvements, the resulting traffic congestion will put undue pressure on the 

traffic infrastructure. However, it is recognised that some improvements will be made to the local 

highways network as a result of BDBC Local Plan policies SS3.1 and SS3.9 allocated housing sites. 

4.7 In addition, this will be accompanied by the related problems of air pollution and CO2 emissions.  

According to transport statistics, new cars on average produce 125 gms/km, whilst older cars 

produce considerably more than this, with cars dating from 2003 producing an average of 172 

gms / km13     

4.8 Particular issues raised by the community during the consultation process as to why they do not 

walk or cycle as much as they could were: 

o Footpaths are absent or inadequate making pedestrians feel vulnerable, especially children 

going to the schools 

o Cycle routes are frequently interrupted at points on the road network where the dangers for 

cyclists are highest 

o Improvements need to be made to cycleways and footpaths 

o There are three narrow railway bridges and other narrow roads, Milkingpen Lane, Crown 

Lane and Church Lane where it is impossible for two cars to pass making walking on these 

roads hazardous. 

4.9 BDBC Local Plan14 policy SS3.1 (Swing Swang Lane , 100 houses) states: 

o άΦΦƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ development on the local road network 

including improvements to Basing Road and Swing Swang Lane; 

o Include measures to improve accessibility by non-car transport modes particularly to Old 

Basing and ensure the ability to service the site by public transport, including the 

connection of the site with existing cycle and pedestrian routes, including the Public Rights 

of Way Network and the Strategic Cycle Network with direct cycle access to Eastrop Park, 

Basing View and the Town Centre  

o Incorporate measures to maintain the Public Right of Way along the northern boundary of 

the site  

o LƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

adopted standards, providing links to the existing green networkέ.. 

4.10 The Neighbourhood Plan Policy 1 is also supported by the BDBC Local Plan policy SS3.9 (East of 

Basingstoke) which states: 

                                                           
12 East of Basingstoke and Redlands Development Brief SDP 
13 Average CO2 emissions of newly registered cars Great Britain, July 2015 
14 Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan 2011 
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o ΦΦέƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ōȅ ƴƻƴ-car transport modes including the 

provision of internal walking and cycle routes linked to existing routes including the Public 

Rights of Way network and the Strategic Cycle Network with direct cycle access to the 

town ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎŜǘΤέΦΦ 

4.11 Information provided from the transport and movement surveys15 shows movement corridors 

along  

¶ Hatch Lane/Crown Lane/Basing Road/Swing Swang Lane 

¶ Pyotts Hill/The Street/Milkingpen Lane  

¶ The Cycle route along Bartons Lane and the western section of Basing Road 

4.12 For each of these corridors, specific opportunities for improvements to the existing infrastructure 

were identified with a view to encouraging more people to walk or cycle more often for their 

daily journeys to school, to work and for trips to local services. As a result, a number of key routes 

and specific improvements have been identified which will improve the potential for greater 

levels of walking and cycling. Improvements that are required to increase road safety and 

improve access have been identified as: 

¶ footway along Basing Road in a recent questionnaire regarding HCC masterplan, a question 

was included asking if residents would like to see a footway on Basing Road.   

¶ footbridge over the River Loddon 

¶ improved footway on Milkingpen Lane between Manor Lane and Churn Close 

¶ additional traffic calming point on Hatch Lane 

¶ improved cycleway between Black Dam Ponds, Crabtree Plantation to Greywell Road 

¶ improvements to railway bridge at Swing Swang Lane 

4.13 As Crown Lane and Hatch Lane are part of Route 23 of the National Cycle Network and are to 

form part of the Strategic Cycle Route to Basingstoke16, it will be important that any proposed 

development provides safe footpath and, if possible, cycle path access to these key routes. 

Without this, new developments at SS3.1 and SS3.9 will be isolated from the footway and 

cycleway network and will become car-dependent estates 

4.14 Where improvements are needed, contributions will be sought through S106 agreements, subject 

to compliance with the Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010 (as amended), or CIL 

and will be used to part-fund these and lever in match funding from other sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
15 Hampshire County Council traffic surveys 2009 & 2015 
16 Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council Adopted Cycling Strategy March 2016 
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Map 4 Movement Routes 
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5.4 Much of the new growth is focused around the settlement of Basingstoke. However, site SS3.9 

with permission for approx. 450 dwellings and identified capacity for approx. 900 after the Local 

Plan period falls largely within the Neighbourhood Plan area 

5.5 The River Basin Management Plan21 for the Thames Basin identifies that the Loddon catchment is 

currently failing to meet the good ecological status of the Water Framework Directive22 (WFD) 

primarily due to treated effluent discharges into the River Loddon catchment from the 

Basingstoke area, and in particular phosphate discharged from the sewage treatment works  

5.6 The value and sensitivity of the landscape, the setting of the village and the distinctive views of 

the landscape from public vantage points are distinctive qualities of Old Basing and they have all 

been considered in assessing the suitability of development opportunities 

5.7 The Loddon Valley is highly valued and crucially important to the community of Old Basing and 

Lychpit and development that adversely affects this area would be extremely detrimental - see 

map 6 

5.8 With considerable development already scheduled to take place within the Loddon Valley on site 

SS3.9 and the potential for a later phase of approx. 450 dwellings beyond the plan period, it is 

important to Old Basing and Lychpit that the remaining Valley retains its distinctive and 

important character and is not further eroded by development 

5.9 The north-eastern part of the Parish lies within the 5-7km buffer zone of the Thames Basin 

Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA)  

5.10 Directing new development to within the Settlement Policy Boundary therefore will protect the 

important features of the Loddon Valley.  The extent of the Settlement Policy Boundary is shown 

in Map 5 

5.11 Surface and waste water and flood risk are dealt with in the Basingstoke and Dean adopted Local 

Plan and this therefore need not be repeated here 

                                                           
21 Thames River Basin Management Plan 2015 
22 Water Framework directive 2000 
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Map 5 Old Basing & Lychpit Settlement Policy boundary 
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