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Introduction
Between 3rd August 2020 and 11th September 2020 Basingstoke &
Deane Borough Council (BDBC) carried out a consultation to provide
residents, businesses and visitors to the borough with the opportunity
to give their views on a Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council’s
proposal to introduce a borough wide Public Space Protection Order
(PSPO), to provide up to date enforcement powers to deal with dog
fouling in public spaces. In summary it was proposed that a PSPO
be made and that:





It be an offence for persons in control of a dog not to clear up
after their dog has fouled in a public place.
That persons in control of a dog in a public place be expected
to carry with them a way of clearing up after their dog has
fouled, for example sufficient dog poo bags.
Failure to comply with the PSPO could result in an on the spot
fine of £100 or ultimately prosecution.

These proposals were based on evidence gained by the council
which demonstrated that dog fouling in public spaces is a problem
across the borough.
The consultation was published on the BDBC website with the draft
survey, supporting information (Dog Fouling Reports between 20172019, Community Safety Patrol Officers dog fouling incident data,
and the Residents Survey 2019 Summary), and included an online
survey for consultees to complete.
The consultation was publicised by promoting on the BDBC
Facebook and Twitter pages, issuing a press release which resulted
in coverage in local newspapers, and placing posters at known dog
walking hotspots throughout the borough. Key stakeholders were
also written to directly regarding the proposals and consultation.
Eight hundred and forty eight (848) people responded to the
consultation from across the borough as the graphic below shows:
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Numbers of consultation responses from different
wards across the borough
Winklebury Ward
Whitchurch Ward
Upton Grey and The Candovers Ward
Tadley South Ward
Tadley Central Ward
South Ham Ward
Sherborne St. John Ward
Rooksdown Ward
Popley West Ward
Popley East Ward
Pamber and Silchester Ward
Overton, Laverstoke and Steventon Ward
Oakley and North Waltham Ward
Norden Ward
Newbury Wash Common Ward
Kingsclere Ward
Kempshott Ward
Hatch Warren and Beggarwood Ward
Grove Ward
Eastrop Ward
East Woodhay Ward
Chineham Ward
Burghclere, Highclere and St. Mary Bourne Ward
Buckskin Ward
Brookvale and Kings Furlong Ward
Brighton Hill South Ward
Brighton Hill North Ward
Bramley and Sherfield Ward
Baughurst and Tadley North Ward
Basing Ward
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Locations of responders across the borough

Responders were evenly spread between different age groups:
Age Group
Prefer not to say
75+
65 to 74
55 to 64
45 to 54
35 to 44
25 to 34
18 to 24
17 or under
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Summary of Key Findings
Almost all of the respondents were supportive of all of the proposals,
with people from across the borough identifying dog fouling in public
spaces as a problem they believe BDBC should have additional
enforcement powers to deal with.
The responders who were not supportive of the proposals did not
believe resource should be devoted to dealing with dog fouling over
other more pressing matters. Some concern was also raised from
dog walkers at the prospect of being stopped by enforcement officers
and required to show they have poo bags. However, such concerns
were outweighed by responders who were supportive of this
requirement, stating that they always bring with them more than
enough poo bags when walking their dogs.
332 (39.2%) of responders made other comments or suggestions
regarding dog control measures for public spaces in the Basingstoke
and Deane borough. The main themes that were raised by these
responders were, in order of prevalence with the most prevalent first:
 Enforcement – 96 responders raised concern regarding how the
PSPO would be enforced; responders raised concerns regarding
whether or not there would be sufficient enforcement officers to
enforce the requirements of the PSPO. Some responders also
suggested early morning and late evening/night patrols would be
the best time to catch people not clearing up after their dogs.
 More bins – 53 responders suggested that better bin provision
throughout the borough would help address the problem of dog
fouling in the borough. There was some confusion around the fact
that general waste bins can be used to dispose of dog poo bags
with some misconception that dedicated dog poo bins are
required.
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 Dogs on leads – 43 responders suggested that there was a need
for a requirement for dogs to be on leads in public spaces; some
responders suggesting specific locations such as children’s play
areas or schools, but a notable number of people referring to the
problem of dogs off leads running up to people in parks and either
tripping them up or intimidating them and/or their children.
 Leaving full bags (e.g. hanging from bushes) – 28 responders
wanted to ensure that the requirements would cover the problem
of people leaving full poo bags in public spaces, in particular
hanging from bushes/trees.
 Licensing and registering – 21 responders suggested licensing
dog owners and registering dogs would help deal with the problem
of dog fouling in the borough.
 Signage – 14 responders suggested more signage is required.
 Public involvement – 14 responders queried how they could report
matters and provide evidence themselves.
 DNA testing – linked to the suggestion to licence dog owners and
register dogs was the suggestion from 11 responders to take the
DNA of dogs in the borough so that DNA tests of dog poo left in
public spaces could be used to determine the dog owner
responsible for leaving the dog poo in a public space.
 Banning dogs from areas – 11 responders suggested dogs should
be banned from public spaces particularly children’s play areas
which it is suggested should all be fenced off.
 Higher fines – 11 responders suggested higher fines were
necessary, including suggestions for fines higher than permitted
under a PSPO fixed penalty notice.
 Poo bag dispensers – 10 responders suggested dispensers
providing free bags or vending machines where bags could be
purchased.
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 Professional dog walkers/limiting numbers – 7 responders raised
concern regarding professional dog walkers, suggesting that they
often walk more dogs than they can control. One responder
suggested they should be required to pay a fee to use public
spaces, and another responder suggested fines they may be
subjected to should be doubled.
 Cameras (CCTV) – 6 responders suggested the use of CCTV to
catch people not disposing of dog poo.
 Communication – 7 responders highlighted the need for effective
communication.
 Other animals - 4 responders requested controls relating to cat
poo and 3 requested controls relating to horse manure.
 Designated dog areas – 2 responders suggested a requirement for
dedicated dog areas.
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Responses to the consultation
Q1 Which of the following best describes you?
 653 (77.0%) A resident of the Basingstoke and Deane borough
 2 (0.2%) You work in the Basingstoke and Deane borough
 185 (21.8%) You both live and work in the Basingstoke and Deane
borough
 8 (0.9%) You visit the Basingstoke and Deane borough
Which of the following best describes you?

A resident of the Basingstoke and Deane borough
You work in the Basingstoke and Deane borough
You both live and work in the Basingstoke and Deane
borough
You visit the Basingstoke and Deane borough

9 of 14

Q2 Do you agree with the following statement?
People who don’t pick up after their dogs fouling is a problem in
public spaces in the borough of Basingstoke and Deane.






346 (40.9%) Agree
471 (55.6%) Strongly Agree
22 (2.6%) Disagree
4 (0.5%) Strongly disagree
4 (0.5%) No opinion
Do you agree with the following statement?
People who don’t pick up after their dogs
fouling is a problem in public spaces in the
borough of Basingstoke and Deane.

Agree

Strongly Agree

Strongly Disagree

No opinion

Disagree
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Q3 Do you think that the council should have enforcement powers to
deal with dog fouling in public spaces within the borough?







284 (33.8%) Agree
533 (63.5%) Strongly Agree
14 (1.7%) Disagree
4 (0.5%) Strongly disagree
5 (0.6%) No opinion
Do you think that the council should have
enforcement powers to deal with dog
fouling in public spaces within the borough?

Agree
Strongly disagree

Strongly Agree
No opinion

Disagree
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Q4 Do you think enforcement powers to deal with dog fouling, should
apply to all public spaces (e.g. all public parks, pavements, footpaths
and sports fields etc.) in the borough or be location specific?
 812 (96.1%) All public spaces
 21 (2.5%) Location specific
 12 (1.4%) No opinion
Do you think enforcement powers to deal with
dog fouling, should apply to all public
spaces (e.g. all public parks, pavements,
footpaths and sports fields etc.) in the
borough or be location specific?

All public spaces

Location specific

No opinion
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Q5 Do you think dog walkers should always have something with
them e.g. ‘dog poo bags’ to pick up after their dog(s) when they foul?






241 (28.4%) Agree
593 (69.9%) Strongly Agree
5 (0.6%) Disagree
7 (0.8%) Strongly disagree
2 (0.2%) No
Do you think dog walkers should always have
something with them e.g. ‘dog poo
bags’ to pick up after their dog(s) when they
foul?

Agree

Strongly Agree

Strongly disagree

No opinion

Disagree
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Q6 Should having something to pick up dog fouling be a requirement
for all dog walkers?






246 (29.2%) Agree
568 (67.4%) Strongly Agree
11 (1.3%) Disagree
9 (1.1%) Strongly disagree
9 (1.1%) No opinion
Should having something to pick up dog fouling
be a requirement for all dog
walkers?

Agree

Strongly Agree

Strongly disagree

No opinion

Disagree
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