
 

Risk matrix 

Risk matrix Hazard severity 

1 2 3 4 5 

Low Slight Moderate High Severe 

Doing this activity every day: 

Minor 
injury not 
requiring 
first aid 

Moderate 
injury 

resulting in 
first aid 

Injury or 
disease 

resulting in 
>7 days off

work

Death or 
major injury 

to one 
individual 

Multiple 
death 

Li
ke

lih
oo

d 
of

 o
cc

ur
re

nc
e 

1 Unlikely 

Injury may 
occur less 
than once in 
a lifetime 

1 2 3 4 5 

2 Possible 

Injury may 
occur less 
than once in 
a year 

2 4 6 8 10 

3 Occasional 

Injury may 
occur two-
three times 
per year 

3 6 9 12 15 

4 Likely 

Injury may 
occur more 
than three 
times per 
year 

4 8 12 16 20 

5 Very likely 

Injury is 
probably 
going to 
occur 

5 10 15 20 25 

If control measures are followed as described, risk factor is low enough to continue 

Hazard carries a moderate level of risk. Attempt to eliminate or isolate hazard; if this can’t be 
done, decide whether task is essential and who is competent to ensure it is carried out safely. 
Additional control measures may be necessary 

Hazard is very high risk. Unless it can be isolated/eliminated, do not carry out task. Find 
alternative solution. 




